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DIALOGUE IX. 

; HE RON, imprcflcd with the laft 
Converfation, was very defirous to rc- 
fume the Subjedl, and renew the im- 
[ portant Debate. With this View, 
He conduftcd his Friend into a Retire- 
ment) commodious for the Purpofe. 

They enter a fpacious Lawn ; which lay oppofitc 
to tke Houfe, and opened itfelf in the Form of an 
expanded Fan. The Mounds, on cither Side, were 
drefled in Verdure ; and ran out in aflanting Direc- 
tion. The whole, to an Eye placed at a Diftance, 
bore tjie Refemblance of a magnificent Ftyia j con- 
trafting, by flow Degrees, its Dimenfions j and lef- 
ihiing, at laft, into a Point. Which, the reg,ular 
A a and 



4 DIALOGUE IX. • 

jind graceful Seat, with all imaginable Pignity,i 
fupplicd. 

Nature had funk the Lawn into a gentle Decline. 
On whofe ample Sides, were Oxe;n browzing, and 
l^ambs frilking. The lufty Droves, lowed, as the/ 
paffcd ; and the thriving Flocks, bleated welcome 
Mufic in their Matter's Ear. — Along the Midft of , 
this verdant Slope, was ftrctched a fpacious and cx- 
tenfive Walk. Which, coated with Gravel, and 
fenced with Pallifadocs, looked like a plain Stripe 
of Brown, interfering a Carpet of the brighteft 
Green. — At the Bottoxn, two handfomc Canals^ 
copioufly flocked with Fifli, fometimes floated to 
th^ Breeze; fometimes ftood unmoved ** pure as 
*« the Expanfc of Heaven." The Waters, beheld 
from every Room in the Houfe, had a fine EfFedfc 
upon the Sight ; not without a rcfreibing Influence 
on the Imagination. — At the Extremity of one, was 
planted a (lately ColonacU. Tlie Roof, elevated on 
Pillarsi of the Ionic Order 5 the Area flabbed with 
Stone3^, neatly ranged in the Diamond-fafhton. 
Several Foreft- chairs accommodated the Anglers 
with a Seat, while the bending Dome fupplied them 
with a Shade. 

Correfponding, slnd on the Margin of the other 
Canal, was erefted a Summer- hufe^ of a very fii;^ 
gular Kind. — The lower Part had an Opening to- 
wards the North ; it was cool ; it was gloomy j, and 
had never feen the Sun. It carried the romantic 
Air of a Grotto^ or rather the penfive Appearance 
of a Hermifs Cell. The Outfid.e was coarfe and 
jugged with protuberant Stones. Partly over^fpread 
with Ivy, partly covered with Mofs, it feemed to be 
the Work of antient Years, Yqu defcend, by Steps 
4 •( 



DIALOGUE IX ^ 

of Turf; ' and are* obliged to ftoop as you pafs th« 
Door. A fcanty Iron Grate, with certain narro^r 
Slits rn the Wall, tranfmit a glimmering Light} 
juft fuflScient to difcover the inner Strudlur^. 
Which appears, like one continued Piqce of Kockr 
work ; a Cavern cut from the furrounding Quarxy. 
"^jfbovt, hung an irregular Arch; with an AJ&- 
ped, that feemed to prefage a Fall, and more^aa 
feemed to alarm the Stranger. Below j Izy a Par** 
ing of homely Pebbles ; in fome Places, a littb 
furrowed ; as though it had been worn, by the fre- 
quent Tread of folitary Feet, jill areundy were 
Rufticity and Solemnity; Solemnity, never more 
vifibly feen, than through a Gloom. — The Furni- 
ture, of the fame grotefque Fafhion, with the Apart- 
ment. A Bench hewed. You would fufpefi, by 
Nature*s\!hlzzel, out of the folid Stone. A Sort 
of Couch, compofed of fwelling Mofs, and fmkll 
fibrous Roots. — From one Corner, trickled a pure 
Spring : which crept, with a bubbling Moan, along 
the channel^ Floor ; till its Current was collefted 
into a Bifon, rudely fcooped from the Ground. On 
the Edge df this little Receptacle, lay chained a nifty 
Bowl ; and over it, ftood an antique worm-eaten 
Table.— On the leaft obfcurc Part of the Wall, ypu 
difcern, dimly difcern, a Parchment Scroll ; infcribed 
whh that fage, but mortifying Admonition ; Va- 
nity OF Vanities ! All is VanjtV ! ' - 

Over this Recefs, fo pleafinglyborrk], und. adapt- 
ed to folemn Mufings, arofe an opeit and ^iry Btki^ 
' dere. You afcend by winding Stairs j ^.pAy coniing 
from the. uncouth Ahode below, are fweetly rurprifed 
with an elegant Hexagon. — The Cieling Uity^ aUd* 
iccoratcd with the fofteft, richcft, almoil flowing^ 
A 3 Fr«t- 



f DIALOGUE IX. 

Ffct-worfc. The Waitifcot, in large Pahncts of 
"Oak, retained its native Auburn : fo beautifully 
plain, that, like an amiable Countenance, it would 
have been disfigured, rather tlian improved, by the 
tnoft coftly paint. On this were difpofed, in gilded 
Fnmcs, and to great Advantage, a Variety of en- 
tertaining Land/capes. But none furpafied, none 
equaled, all were a Foil to, the noble lovely Views, 
which the Windows commanded.— The Chimney- 
piece, of white (hining Marble, ftreaked with Veins 
of viv4d Red. Over it, was carved a fine Feftoon 
of artificial, in it, was ranged a choice Colk<9:ion 
of natural Flowers. — On a Table of glofly Walnut, 
lay a portable Telefcope ; attended with TkoTH/oh's 
Seafons^ and Vanierii Pradtum Rujiicum *. 

The Whole was fitted up in the highefl Tafle, and 
furnifhed with every pleafurable Ornament. On 
purpofe to harmonize with that lavijh Gaiity^ which 
ieemed to fmilc over all the F^e of Nature. On 
purpofe to correfpond with that vernal Delig,ht,vfhich 
came breathing on the Wings of every fragrant Gale. 
I may add, on purpofe to remind the Beholder of 
thofe immortal Manjionsy which are decorated with 
limagea infinitely more fplendid, with Objects ua- 
(pealcably more glorious. Where holy Beings will 

fpend, 

• Pnnierii Fradium Rufiicum A moft elegant LatiB 

p9€m: which treats of every remarkable Pecuharity, rt* 
latiflg to the Bufinefs of a Country Life, or the Furni- 
ture of a Country Seat.—— *Xt entertains us with a De- 
icription of the moft agreemUe Objcfts ; in an eafy Flow, 
of the furefi Language, and moft mufical Numbers. 

It is, I chink, one continued Beauty. Superior t% 
every Thing of the Kind, I have met with among the 
Moderns ; and fcarcely, if at all, unworthy the firft Ge- 
nius of the JbtfufiMn Age. Vm Firgili9/ecumlitf, U fmne 
far* 
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fptniy not a few vacant Hoars in refined Amufc- 
menty but a boundlcfe Eternity fti the Confumma- 
tion of Joy.rf-For, to a well-turned Mind, Nature 
is a Preceptor ; and thefe are her inftrudKve Leflbng. 
To the pure in Heart, even Senfe is edifying; and 
thefe arc its delicate Moralities. 

The redundant Waters of rfie Canal, rolled off m 
a fpreading Cafcede. Which,' tumblirig from many 
a little Precipice,* foothed the Air with a Symphony 
of foft and gurgling Sounds, Nor ever intermitted 
the obliging Office, 

From Mom to Neonj from Noon to dnuy Evi* 

But, wben the fanning Bree^^es dropt their Wings ; 
when the feathered Choir were hufhed in Sleep; 
. when not fo much as a chirping Qrafhopper, wa« 
heard throughout the Meads ; this liquid Inftrument 
ftill played its Solo: ftill purfued its bufy Way, and 
warbled, as it flowed, melodious Murmurs. 

JJp* Such, Thiron^j fo uniform, uninterrupted, 
and invariable,, ihould be our Conformity to the 
Precepts of the Law. — But alas ! thofe fiicred Pre- 
cepts are fo exceedingly broody that the moft enlarge^ 
human Obedience, is far from j)eing commenfura^ 
to their Extent : fo ahfolutely holy^ that our higheft 
Attainments fall vaftly fhort of their exalted Perfect 
tion. — How then can We expeft Juftification, from 
fuch a corifummate Rule' ? How dare We place any 
Dependence, upon fuch imperfeft= Duties? . 

When You was pleading for fuch a Method of 

Juftification, You put me in Mind of the Confid 

Mummus. I could not but think* of thofe n^epaorr 

•ble Orders, ilhich He gave th« Mercliant, whu 

A 4 vftdftT*^ 
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tmdertook to convey his fine Gr^aoff .Statues to 
Rome. • 

Tber. Inftead of the Conful, Ypu.fhoul^ have 
faid the Clown Mummius. No CIowo ci[v.ef difco- 
vcrcd a more grofs and indelicate Tafte, than that 
illuftrious Booby. For any One to talk of making 
new Jntifuer^y was Folly and Nonfenfe to the laft 
.Degree. But i^ it equally abfurd, for Us to talk 
of regaining and fecuring the Favour of G O D, 
by our Repentance, our Rrformation, our holy 
Duties ? 

* Afummius .was General of tl^e Rman Army ; and, 
't^*^ Account of his fignalVi Tories in Jchaiap {ornaptned 
Acbaicuf. Though a fucccfsful Warciof, He was iv> very 
acute Connoifleur. Of this, the Story to which Jfpafa 
refers, is a pretty evident Proof.— Having conauercd 
and plundered the City of Corhth^ there was found, 
among the Spoils, a moft curious Colleftion of Pidurea 
and Statues ; wrought by the ableft Hands, and greateft 
Mailers, that Grme itfelf had produced. What (hall 
He do with thefe incompaerable Remains of Antiquity f 
die refblvesy forlboth, upon tranfmittiag them to R§me ; 
that they may make a Sbe^^ on the Pay of his Triumph- 
As Watei**carriagc was moft convenient, He agrees with 
£hc Capu£i of a Veffel; charges Him to take particular 
vare of the Freight; and adds, very ferioufly adds ; 
That in Cafe ihey <wereJoft in their Fafmef He would Mige 
(Him t9 provide nrvj ones. A Saying, defervcdly ridiculed 
Jby all Men of Senfe, as a moft egregious Solecifn^ ia 
Tafte and Delicacy. 

'Deminsl qui Nimhosli noninntabik Fulmem 
j^re \3 cormpedum Cur/u jSmularet^Equorum, 

Viae, 

'if diis Reprehenfion of the Poet's, is applicable to Mum- 
miuSf and his ill-judged Menace ; how much more juftly 
may it be applied to nenn, and his jR9f-juftifyihg Sea- 
.tifoents. 
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• Affi I fee very little odds in the Cafe, truly. 
Becaufe, the Means, which You would u&, are 
impra^Hcablc ; and the End, at which You aim, 
J9 unattainable.; unlefs 

' One greater Man 

^ Reftore Us, cmd regain the hlifsful Seat. 

Mtltouy You obferve, had no Notion of Man's re- 
ftoriflg Himfelf ; or regaining the Favour of GOD, 
by his own Reformation. Such an Attempt, ac- 
cording to his Way of thinking, were^ fomewhat 
like the Conceit of making new Antiques, — What 
Hand could give Us 5^i/^/^^5 in all his commanding 
Majefty, but the Hand of Phidia^? What Peacil 
couFd fhew Vs*Veniis^ in all her attraftive Beauty, 
but the Pencil of Jpdles ? Muth more may We 
alk \ what Obedience could equal the Perfjftion of 
thfiidivine Law, but the Obedience of CJIRIST? 
Or what Expedient can reconcile Sinners to their 
ofFehded GOD, but only the Blood and Righte- 
oufneft of his beloved SON ? 

7^r» Pray, let me afk in my Turn — Becaufe 
Mankind are incapable of plg^ng their MAKER, 
by .'yielding an ahfoluts^vA im^riabie Obedience to 
the fQoral Law y does it follow from thence, that 
thfiy cannot render themfelves acceptable to Him, 
by an univerfal Courfc of fincere Obedience? 

JJp. I think, it follows from what has been already 

cbferved. If You defire new Arguments;^ they are 

at hand. ;: - 

. 1[7f^ LatVj fays the Teacher of the Gentiles, is the 

Minijlraticn of Death *. How can this be true, if 

• ■ - ■ " •' it 

♦ i C9r\ ill. 7. In this Placp, I apprehend, the Apoftlc 
meant th« m»rd Law, and that principally. As that 

lione 
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it jrquires no more than zfmcere Obedience ; foch 
as is proportioned to our infirm State ? If this tie 
fufficient to juftify, and intitle Us to our CR£ A» 
T O R*s Favour ; the Law ceafes to be the Mini- 
flratlon of Condemnation. It becomes (which is 
flatly contradiiStory to the Apoftle's Do^bine) the 
Minlftration of Righteoufnefs. 

The Law is ftiled, by the fame infpircd Teacher, 
A Bcboolmajier to bring Us to CHRIST f. How 
can it, upon your Suppofition, be qualified for fuch 
an Office! If a fincere Obedience be the Whole 
of its Demands, it can no longer diteH Us to 
CHRIST; it will no longer deliver Us over to a 
REDEEMER'S Merit; but muft engage and 
attach Us to itfel/^ Teaching Us to look upon its 
Precepts, and our own confcientious Obfervance of 
them, as the Tenure of eternal Life* 

Do 

alone was written anil engra'vin m Stmtis, El^where, I 
believe^ He ufes the Word in a larger Setife ; and in- 
tends to exclude alt Law whatever, from bearing any 
Share in our Juftificatioiu 

t Gal. iii. 2|. na»3!»Jiy0-, J Schol-majler. . Who pre- 
tends not to Jinijh the Education of Youth ; but direds 
them, to, and prepares them for, higher Studies, or no- 
bler Employs. The Law, in like Manner, aims not at 
furnifhing Us with a Title to eternal Happinefs ; but Mf- 
fo/es vinA^i/ciplwesVs, for the AU-fufficient REDEEM- 
ER, and his free Salvation. 

Some have thought, that »( Xf»r«» fignifies, Until tki 
Coming of CHRIS T* But this will hardly confifl with 
the Genius of the Language, or with the Import of the 
' following Claufe, That We might be juftijied by Faith.-rr" 
Bcfides, this w«u(d confine the Efficacy of the Law, to 
that Period of Time, which preceded our L O R i)'s In- 
carnation. Whereas, it>?///doe$, and always mil a€l, 
« (until this Corruptible Aiall put on Incorruption) in a 
\V«y of Subferviency to his Merits. 
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Do You infift upon a third Proof ? A diird pre- 
fents itfelf. Not fo much founded on Argumenta- 
tion, as deduced from Example, — How was Jbra-' 
ham *, the Friend of G O D, and Father of the 
Faithful, juftified ? By a Courfe of fmcere, or hj 
many AAs of heroic Obedience? No; but by 
Faith In the promifed MESSIAH. Jhrabam 
worked not^ with a View to obtainjuftification; 
hut hilieved on Him, who jujlifieth the U/igodfy.-^Hoiw 
was David *, the Man afcer G O D's own Hearfe, 
juftified? By his Zeal for his CREATOR'* 
Glory, or by his eminent Services to his FeUow- 
creatures ? No ; but by a Righteoufncfs imputed : 
even that Righteoufnefs of the bleffed REDEEM- 
ER, through which Iniquity it forgivto^ and Sin 
fardonsd, — And can We be faid to walk humbly, 
or can We be thought to walk furely, if, rdfufing 
to tread in the Steps of thefc exemplary Saints, Wc 
divert into a Path of our own devifing ? 

ThiT. ** Of our own devifing!" — ^No, my Friend: 
ther« is a milder Law introduced by the Gofpel, con- 

defcending 

•• Theft two Examples are, with the frfcatelt Jodg- 
jnent feleftcd, a^ d with the utmoft Propriety applied. 
Rom, iv. I , lie. Rom. iv. 6, ISe^'-^Mrgham was the inoft 
illuftrious Pattern of Piety, ^nong the Je'wij7j Patriarchs ; 
In Glory there nuas None like Kim, Ecclus xliv. 19. David 
was the moft zealous and fcraphic of the Jenjoffk Kings : 
A Man after GOD^s o^wn H^art^ i Sam. xiii. 14.. — If 
neither of thefe diftinguiihed Perfonagec, was juftif:<?d by 
his own Obedience; but each by an ijnputed Rig iijcouf- 
aefs: If they both obtained Acceptance with GOD, not 
as upright Beings, who might claim it ; bat r^sjinjul Crea- 
tures, who muft implore it ; the Confequence is glaring. 
Ic is fuch, as muft ftrikc every attentive Underftanding ; 
miift afledl every individual Perfon t and feclude all Man- 
ner of Works, even thofe of th6 highcft Saint, from any 
the lead Degree of Ingrediency into JuiU£cauon. 
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ticftcnding and merciful to our Infirmities, which 
accepts of Sincerity inftftad of pcrfcft Obedience ? 

Afp^ When was this milder Law introduced, and 
the ftrifter abrogated ? — Not upon the Entrance of 
Sin, I prefume. At this Rate, the original Law 
muft be the Creature of 2l few Dnys^ perhaps of a 
few Hours only. But can We imagine, that the 
All-wife and Unchahgearble GOD would orcjaina 
"Syftem of Precepts, to be difannulled, as Toon as 
enacted i Not in our LORD's Time, I am very 
certain. That holy Commandment, which re- 
quires yi/^r^^w/ Love to GOD, and perfeSf Charity 
to Men, He affures Us, was ftill in Force *. Nay, 
it is evident, from the Nature of the DEITY, 
and from our Relation to one another, That it al- 
ways will be in Force ; that it never can ceafe i but 
is neceffafy and everlafting. 

*« A milder Law, condefcending to our Infirmi- 
« ties" — What can be the Purport of fuch an Infti- 
tution ? It muft be fuppofcd to fpeak the fgllowing 
Language ; " Be it known unto You, O Children 
*' of Adam^ that You are no longer enjoined to love 
«« the LORD with all your Strength, nor to love 
*' your Neighbour as Yourfelves. — Once^ indeed, I 
*« infifted upon abfolute Purity of Heart J now Iczn 
' *' difpenfe with fome Degree of evil Concupifcence, 
« — Since CHRIST is come, and his Gofpel 
*« preached. You need not always be clothed with 
<« Humility ; but may feel fome little Emotions of 
<* Pride.—rin fhort ; becaufe You are weai, I will 
•' connive ; or even accommodate my Demands to 
•* your enfeebled and depraved Condition," 

^ Not 

^ • Matt* xxis. 37, jS, 39^^ 
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Kot to urge (what muft-bc fhocking to every Ear) - 
That fiidi a Doftrine would njake the HOLY 
ONE of GOD, a Minifter of Sin ; and the Go^ 
fpd of our Salvation, a Patent for Licentioufncft. 
Let me only aik*— Docsthis agree with our LORD't 
Declaration ? Om Jot or TittU Jball in no wft pafi 
fr^m the Lavj^ till alUe fulfilled *.— Is this foitabU 
to the Perfeaions of the Divine LEGISLA- 
TOR?. With>whom is n$ Variablenejiy n$r Sbadcw 
0f^ Turning f ?— WiU this confift with the avowed 
Refolutii^n of the Almighty J EH OVA H ? m will 
magnify tb^.Law^ and make it hmourabk %• 

Ther.^ However You may decry, what I call the 
milder Law, St. Paul aflerts it to be the Chrijiian 
Scheme. This he ftrenuoufly argues for, as the 
only Scheme by Which any Man can be juftified in 
theSi^htof GOD. 

Jff^ Does He, Theron ? In what tpiftle ? What 
Chapter? WhatVerfe? — He fays, addreiling Him- 
felf to the Galatian Converts \ I d^ not friJifiraU the 
Grace of GOD \ for^ if iRighteoufnefi came by the 
Law^ CHRIST is dead in vain ||. From which 
Paflage^ We learn two very momentous Truths. 
That, were we to derive a juftifying Righteoufnefs 
frofn the Law, this weuld not only be derogatory to 
the Honour of Grace, hut fubverfve of its very Be- 
ipg. — That by feeking Juftification through our 
own confcientious Behaviour, We make, as far as m 
Us lies, the Death of CHRIST a vain Thing; 
for which, there was no Occafion, and of which 
there is no Ufe, 

Ta 

• Matt. v. 18. t. Jam.i. fjv X I^i. xlii. 2^, 
g Gal. ii« ai. 
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To the fame Purpofe it is written in tbat invidu- 
»blc Epiftle to the Romans * ; If they which are of 
the Law be Heirs ; if tbey, who truft to their own 
Performances of the Law, arc thereby intitled to the 
heavenly Inheritance ; Faith is made void^ emd thg 
Promfe made of none Effe3. — See now, my Friend^ 
the Tendency of your Opinion \ It is not a mete 
fpeculativcMiftake ; an Error of inconfidcrable Con* 
fequence ; but fuch as ftrikes at the Fundamental* 
of the Gofpel. Inftead of being the only Chrijiian 
Scheme, it totally overthrows f Chrijiianity itfelf. 
For, it would render the Promife abortive, and fu- 
perfede the Neceffity of Faith. It would deftroy the 
very Exiftcnce of Grace, and make even the Death 
of CHRIST z fuperfluous Tranfaftion. 

Ther. This I fee, Afpafto ; That the Method of 
obtaining Acceptance on Account of our own Sin- 
cerity, is a benign Expedient ; fuch as correfpondi 
with the compaffionate Nature of the DEITY; 
atnd is, what the Apoftle ftiles, being jujiified by Faitb^ 
without the Deeds of the Law. 

#^ 

* Rom, iv. 14. 

f St. Paul fays cf thofe Preachers, who taught Jufli- 
fication by the Works of the Law, They *would pefveru 
€ix (as the Original \ASi%T^t^a.\ may be tranflatcd) fubvert 
and overthrow the Gofpel of CHRIST-^To pefvert, 
give awr*^^ Turn^ or ^^falje Colour^ feems not to exprefs 
fully the Apoftle's Idea, nor to prefcrve the native Ener- 
|fy of his Argument. The Greek Word is equivalent to 
the Hebrew ^DH, which we generally render eitertere. 
Gal.i. 7. 

It may be worth our while, to tranfcribe Btza^z De- 
fcant upon the Paffage : which is no lefs pertinent, than 
it is important. S^uid cnim magis contrarium eft Fideij Jt^ve 
gratuita Juftifcationi^ quam Juftifeatio ex Lege, fve Meri*- 
iu, noH CHRIST I fed noftris? Itaque^ que niolunt ifia 
duo eonciiiare^ magts etiam funi ineptiy quam fi quis ionetur 
hucem cum Temkrih Mortem cum Vita conju^ere. 



DIALO<JUE IX. 15 

Afp. How ! Ta be juftificd by Faith, and jufti- 
fied by Sincerity, the farm Thing ! — ^Is it pofEblc ? 
-—Let me illuftrate my Query by a Similitude, which 
4Mr prefent Shuation fuggefts. Sometimes an eafy 
Comparifon is more convincing, than a laboured 
Argument. 

.From this pleafmg. Eminence, We command an 
extenfive View of the Country. Our Eye connefls 
the artlefs Grandeur of Nature, with the elegant 
Embellifhments of the Summer-houfe. Nor is the 
public Road the leaft entertaining Part of the Scene. 
Becaufe, it prefents Us with a iwwi«f Pi^Kr/ ; with' 
a perpetual Succeffion of new ObjeSs. — How many 
Travelers have paffed in Review, fince We took 
our Seat in this agreeable Elevation ! Juft at this 
Inftanty a Stage-coach bolts out of the Lane : filled, 
I fuppofe, with Paflengers, that refide in the Neigh- 
l»ourhood, or are to lodge in the next Market-town. 
We will fuppofe them fet down at their Journey's 
End. An Acquaintance vifits them : congratulates 
them on their Arrival : and afks that cuftomary 
Queftion, " How they came ?"— «' We came, fay 
•* they, without walking a Step ourfelves ; yet by 
•* walking, as far ^ We were able."— Is this An- 
fwer intelligible ? Are thefe Sentiments confiflent ? . 
So intelligible is my Friend's Doftrine. So con- 
iiftent is Juftification, vouchfafed without the Deeds 
of the Law; and Juftification obtained, by per- ' 
forming the Deeds of the Law, as well as Wc are 
able. 

Her. Without the Law, fignifies. Without the ^. 
Neceffity of an exa<3 and unerring Conformity to it. 

J^. This is not without^ but £y the Law, quali- 
fied in the Rigour of its Demands, and departing 
4 fome* 
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fofncvrhat from the "Perft&ion of its Precepts. Could 
You affirm, with any Propriety, that this Part of the 
Hcmifphcre is without the Sun ? Bccaufe, an inter- 
vening Cloud has moderated its Fervour, and abated 
its Glare. 

What fays the Apoftle ? His Words in another 
Place, will . determine his Meaning in this. If a 
State of Acceptance with GOD, he of Works; be 
referable to our own Obedience, whether fincere or 
perfeft : it is no more of Grace ♦ 5 no more the Ef- 
feft of free Favour, but a Recoihpence owing t» 
Worth, or a Reward belonging to Wcwrth. — ^Works 
and Grace, in Point of Juftification, are irrecon- 
cilable Oppofites t« On this Pinnacle they cannot 
ftand together. One muft fupplant and overthrow 
the other. 

But why do I fpeak of Grace ? If itiy Friend's 
Opinion prevail, Grace is at an end. What We 
took to be the Gofpel, turns out a Covenant of 
Works. Salvation ceafes to be a free Gift, and be** 
comes a neceffary Payment. For, to Him that work- 
ithj that perf^rmeth what the Law requires, /> the 
Reward not reckoned of Grace ; hut He may claim 
it, as his Due ^ it muft be paid Him, as Matter of 
Debit. 

Ther. 

• ^om, xi. 6. , The Paflage produced by Afpajto^ re- 
fers immediauh to the Doftrine of EledUon, and but re- 
mftely to the Privilege of Juftification. However, as the 
former includes the latter, if that be pcrfedly free, tkie 
cannot be the Confequence of Works. The Arttument, 
therefore, I apprehend, is conclufive, though the Proof 
is not fo direft. 

t E diametr^ infer fe oppenmtur^ Mo/es W JE S US 
CHRISrUS: Lex {^ Promiffio : facere (S credtre % 
Opern y Fides: Merces {ff Donum. Bengel, 
I Rom. iv, 4. 
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TIjer /Yoix take no Ncrtice of what I urged, con- 
cerning the Benignity of this Scheme j and how 
much it magnifies the Clemency of the great L E- 
GISLATOR. 

J/p. But why (hould Clemency ere<a its Throne, 
on the Ruins of almoft every other Attribute? — This 
Method would difhonour the Viracity of GOD; 
which has denounced a Curfe, upon every Devia- 
tion from his revealed Will. — It would depreciate ' 
the Adminijiration of his Juftice ; which cannot but 
puniih, whatever violates his facred Precepts. — It 
would gf eatly derogate from' the Dignity of his Law ; 
and make it a mere Thing of Wax. To bend ; 
• and truckle ; and take its Form, from the Sin and 
Weaknefs of human Nature. 

Ther. Will the divine Law then make no favour- 
able Allowances for human Infirmities, for confti- 
tutional Faults, and Strength of Paffion ? 

JJp.. Far be it from me to reprefent the Law of 
the MOST HIGH, either more ftrift, or more 
yielding, than it really is. To avoid all Poffibility 
of fuch a Miftake, let Us hear the Declaration of 
the Law itfelf. Curfed is every One that continuettj 
not in all Things^ which are written in the Booik of the 
Law to do them *. 

Every One ; without any Exception of Perfons ; 
without any Regard to Pleas, either of human Weak- 
nefs, or violent Temptation. — That continueth not ; it 
is not enough to obferve thefe holy Commandments^ 
in the general Tcnour of our Converfation. Oiir 
Courfe of Obedience muft be without any Intertnif- 
fion ; fremi the eariieft Dawn of Reafon, to the lateft 

Vol. n. B Period 

• Gal. ill. !©• - 
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Pcrriod of Life. — In all Things ; We muft refrain 
from all the Sins, that are forbidden, and from every 
Approach towards them. We muft pradife all the 
Virtues, that arc enjoined, and in their full Extent 
of Perfedlion, 

In a Word ; the Law infifts upon Obedience, 
pcrfeft in its Principle 'y perfeft in all its Parts y per- 
k£k in every Degree ; and in each of thefe Refpefis 
ferpetual *. — ^The leaft Deficiency in any one Parti- 
cular, renders Us liable to Vengeance j and, not- 
withftanding any Sorrow for TranfgreiSons, not- 
withftanding all Pretenfions to Sincerity of Heart, 
configns Us over to the Curfc. 

Theron paufcd — He fcemed to be ftruck with Sur- 
prife. — But rallying his Thoughts, replied. Ac- 
cording to your Interpretation, this is the Language 
of the Law ; Curfed is every One, that is charge- 
able with the leaji Sin. Nay, curfed is every One, 
that is not perfectly righteous. But if this be the 
Senfc of the Pafiage, Who of all Fleih can be 
faved ? 

Afp. Say rather ; If the Demands of the divine 
Law are fo wonderfully high \ if its Sanftion is f* 
awfully rigorous ; then muft every Mouth be ftopped 
, —then is all the World become guilty before GOD 
•—and, ijr the WorJi^ of the Lam JbaU n$ Man living 
beju/iificd. ^j^ 

* That the Law infifls upon an Obedience ahfikulf 
perftay will be farther evident to the attentive Reader, 
if He confiders the Tcnour of St. PauV^ Argumentation, 
in hii Epiftle to the Remmtsy and to the GtUatieau. Par- 
ticularly Rom, iii. 23. iv« t;. G«/. ill. 21. Which Pa(^ 
fages imply, what Chryfoflom exprcffcs ; AWs*r< we w% Iwmm 

iif»At' ovttff haBvnfltaut n hitxtofwn avk, Tom» III. pag. 
148. Edit. Savil. 
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Ther. •' Curfed is every One, ' that is chargeable 
•* with the leaft'Siiii that is not perfedlly rightc- 
** ous,*' I am aftonifhcd at the Thought ! How 
wretched then is the State of Mankind ! 

jtjp. Extremely wretched. And fo much the 
more, becaufe they are folding their Hands in a lift- 
lefs and gay Infehfibilityj wh6n they fhould be lift- 
ing them lip to G Q D, for Deliverance from the 
Wrath to come. Becaufe, they arc flecping in a 
falfe Security, or dreaming iii prefumptuous Hope; 
while, they flioald be flying to the Strong-hold, and 
cfcaping for their Life j even for the Life of their 
immortal Souls. 

The State of Mankind U moft truly defcribed by 
the Prophet. The Curfe of GOD, like a tre- 
mendous '/Vr^, is kindled all around them, yet they 
knov) it not ; // burns, fiercer than ten thoufand fiery 
Furnaces, yet they lay it hot to Heart *.— O ! that 
the Terrors of the LORD,^ and the Voice of Con- 
icience, may awaken them, may roufe them, be- 
ibre it b^s too late ! 

ner. Will not fuch exceffively fevcrc Doflrine 
drive People to De^fpair ? 

jf^. It may. It ought* — ^This, I apprehend, in- 
cre^es your Aftoitiihment. — But allow me to ex- 
plain myfelf; A Defpair I mean, of being recon- 
ciled to the Almighty GOD, and of obtaining eter- 
nal Happinefs, by any Satisfa£^ion or any Duties 
of bur own. This Defpair is the Prelude to bea- 
ycnly. Hope^ and .holy Joy. . The Gofpe} is a. jya- 
cious Provifion, made by the fupreme royal Pre* 
rbgative, for fuch ^fperate Souls. In this Defpair, 
I anl willing to live, and defirous to die. 

B z, Tberp 

* ifltt. xm. 25. 
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Tlyer. Now You mention willing^, how can You 
forget that gracious Manifcfto, publifhed by the con* 
defcending KING of Heaven; If there be firfi m 
willing Mindy -it is accepted^ according to what a Man 
hath^ not according to what He hath net *. Is it ngt 
plain from this Text, that infinite Goodnefs will 
admit our honeft, though imperfc£l Endeavours ? 
And, fince We are not able to pay an uttjinning^ 
will mercifully accept our bej} Obedience. 

Jfp. I do not forget, but poffibly my Friend may 
mifapply the gracious Manifefto. — To whom wa« 
the Word of this Confolation fent ? To true Be- 
lievers ; who were ejiablijhed in CHRIST f; were 
fanefifiedin CHRISTXi and abounded in Faith-\\. 
— If You likewife, my dear Theron^^ acknowledge 
Yourfelf a vile Sinner in your worft, and an un- 
profitable Servant in your beft Eftatc : if, in con* 
fequence of this Acknowledgment, You fly for Re- 
fuge to. the Wounds of a crucified SAVIOUR; 
and rely, for Salvation, only on his Obedience un- 
to Death : then. You imitate thofe Corinthian Con- 
verts. Then You may apply that indulgent Decla- 
ration to Yourfelf. And then would I venture t^ 
addrefs You, in the elegant and chearing Language 
of the royal Pre^^cher; Go thy Way^ eat thy 
Bread with Joy^ and drink thy Wine with a merry 
Heart 'y for GOD now accepteth § both thy Perfcm^ 
and thy Performances. 

But, 

• 2 Cor. viii. 12. f 2 Cer. i. 21. J i Cor. i. 2. 
fl z Cor. viii. 7. 

§ Eccief. ix. j.-^J/paJlo*s Remark difcovers tn jfiwAp- 
guity in the Word accepted. — If People mean. That fin- 
cei« Obedience ihall be accepted, as their juftifying^i^" 
teoufhefs ; as that which conftitutes their Tide to ever- 

lafting; 
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* But, if You 'overlook the Righteoufnefs of the 
blefled JESUS', if You depend upon Yourfelf 
and your own Attainments ; You are (how fliall I 
fpeak it!) not accepted, but accurfed. In fuch a 
Cafe^ You have already heard your Doom denounced, 
by the Leader of the Jews. You may hear it rati- 
fied, by the Apoftle of the Gentiles. As many as are 
if the Worh df the Law^ who feek Juftification by 
their own Obfervance of its Commands, are under 
the Curfe *• 

Tber, Under the Curfe \ Not becaufe We pre- 
fumptuouily tranfgrefs ; only becaufe, our Attempt* 
to obey, though faithfully exerted, are attended with 
Defefls ! Is not this unreafonable and fhocking ? — 
Unreafonabk^ that the GOD of Juftice (hould efta- 
blifh a Law of fuch confummate Perfeftion, as no 
Child of Jdam can, even with his utmoft Affiduity 
and Care, fulfil? Shocking^ thzttht GOD of Mercy 
fhould thunder out fo fevere a Denunciation, on 
the leaft inadvertent Breach, on every unavoidable 
B 3 Failure? 

lading Felicity ; the Propofition is extremely falfe, — If 
they mean; That the fincere Obedience of juftified Per- 
Ibns, though very impcrfedl in itfelf, fhall be gracioujly 
fegarded \xi CHRIST; fhall find^ Favour through his 
all- recommending Merit; the Sentiment is unquellioii- 
ably true. 

When Tigranes faw the refolute and intrepid iucullus 
marching up, with a Handful of Men, to attack his 
Hundreds of Thoufands ; He faid» with an Air of R'al- 
Icry ; Do they come as Ambaffadors ? Then they are a great 
Number. Do they adnjance as Enemies ? Then they are wery 
feiv. With «juch greater Propriety may Afpafio fey ; Is 
Sincerity the ^fe^ of Faith ? Then We may rejoice txk 
,it, with the happy Apoftle, 2 Cor, u 12. Would Sin- 
cerity be the Condition of our JuSifieation? Theg Wp mwft 
renounce it, with holy 70^, Chap. ix. 15. 
• Gal, iii. jp, 
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Failure ?-^*rhis exceeds the felentlefs Rigour of 
Dracoy or the tyrannical Impofitions of the Mgyptian 
Tatk-mafters. Draco is faid to have written hi« 
Laws in Blood. Yet his Inftitutions, though very 
difficult to be obfctved, were "not iibfolutely imprac- 
ticable. And, though the £gypttan Tafk-maftcrs 
infifted upon the full Tale of Bricks, without* al- 
lowing the full Proportion of Straw, yet the Pu- 
niihnient they inflicted, was incomparably lefe than 
cverlafting Deftrudion. 

Jfp. The leafl Breach ! — ^You take it then for 
granted, that fome Violations of Duty are fmall 
^nd inconfiderablc. But this Extent and Severity 
of the divine Law, concur tp correft every fuch 
jmiftaken Apprchenfion> They inform Us ; that 
tbofe Sins, in which the Light of N^^ture could dif- 
ccrn but little Turpitude v that thofe Sins of which 
the Voice of Reafon would be apt to fay. Is it not 
a littU one ? Even thofe Sins are.unfpeakably odious, 
^nd intolerably loathfome, in the Eye of JEHO- 
VAH. His Nature is fp pure, .and his Will fo 
righteous, that He cannot away with any Sin; He 
will not fpare any Tranfgreffion ; but pronounces 
a Curfe, even- the Curfe of everlafting Condemna- 
tion, upon all Iniq^uity. — This befpeaks Purity and 
a Juftice, worthy of GOD; great, tranfcendent, 
and deeply to be revered. Made fenfible of this, 
We fhall cry out with the Pfalmift ; My Flejb trem- 
bleth for fear of Thee, and I am afraid of thy Judg- 
ments. 

But this Severity, You imagine, clafhes with 
the lovely Attribute of Mercy. — ^If GOD Al- 
mighty, in delivering his Law to fallen Mankind, 
intended to propofe the Means of their Juftification ; 

I 
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li owD, your Argument would be valid, and your 
Inference undeniable. But the Supreme LEGI- 
SLATOR had a very different, afar more myftc- 
riousDefign. — However, beforeWe proceed to touch 
upon this Point, let me defire to know your Opinion. 

For what Reafons, think you, was the Law or- 
dained ? 

. Th^r. For what Reafons ? — ^To deter Men from 
the CommiiEon of Vice, and excite them to the 
Pradlice of Virtue.-r-To fct before them la Rule for 
their Condudt; which if they diligently obfervc, 
they Ihall be rewarded with eternal Happinefs ; 
which if they prefumptuoufly tranfgrefs, they fliall 
be pumjhed with eternal Mifery. 

Jfp. If Man had never fallen, this Doftrine had 
been found Divinity ; and this Method, a pradicable 
Scheme, But, ever fince the Fall, fuch a Way of 
•Salvation, is fomewhat like the Mrrt-£^Paflagc. 
As Mountains of Ice, and the fcvcrcft Rigours of 
Winter, block up this : fo, extreme Impotence in 
Man, and the utmoft Perfeftion in the Law, bar up 
tbat.'^-^Tbe LatUy faith the Apoftle, tvas weak *; 
was abfolutely unable to juftify Mankind, or any 
individual Perfon. Unable, not through any De- 
feft in it$ Conftitutions, but through^ the FUJh\ 
through the Corruption and Infirmity of human 
Nature. 

Therefore, in another Ptace He adds ; tr there 

had been a Law givcn^ which Cduld have given Life f . 

B 4 A 

* Rom. viii. 3. To <»Jt;r*%» T9 wpjiy fays the Apoflle. 
Which reads flat in our Verfion, What the Laiv cquU not 
V^. ' But is, in the Orieinaly a vigorous Phrafe, and ex-* 
pre^es an utter pnpoffiiuity. • 

f Gal. iii. 2i« 
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A Way of fpeaking which denotes, not a Di^cultTf 
but an Impojffibiliiy. Exactly like that Speech of 
JEHOVAH to Abraham y If a Man can number 
the Duji of the Earth *.— Should You aft. Why 
the Law could not give a Title to Life ? I anfwer^ 
Becaufe fallen Man was incapable of fulfilling its 
Precepts. — ^And why was He incapable ? Becaufe 
thofe Precepts required PerfeSion ; infifted on Pcr- 
fe&ion ; and would admit of no Obedience, which 
catne fhort of Perfcdicai f, to pafs for a juftifying 
Rlghteoufnefs. 



• So Man could not the moral Part 



Perform^ and not performing^ cannct live %, 

This is a Truth, much to be regarded. It is a 
fundamental Point, and of the urmoft Confequence, 
in the Scheme of Chriftianity. Ye:, I know not 
how it is, many People have overlooked it, or mFf- 

taken 

• Gen. xiii. i6. 
f This, and every material Article relating to the 
grand Subjeft of Juflification, are clearly ilated, foHdly 
edablifhed, artd I think unanfwcrably defended, in a 
little Treatife entitled, A Findicaii^m ef the eternal Law 
and e'verUfting Gofp^y by Mr. J^hn Eeart. When my 
Dialogues were firltpublifhed, I was unacquainted with 
this moft excellent Treatife. I am obliged to a benevo- 
lent Ladft fox recommending it to me, and fumiihiRg 
me with it. Who has at her own Expence, reprinted the 
Work ; in order to di&ribnte it among her Friends, and 
beftow it upon the Poor. By which, fhe does an Honour 
to her own Judgment, as well as a fingular Service to the 
ChrifUan Caufe. I have met with nothing more iatif- 
fa^ry, or more convincing. Nothing fo concife, aad 
at the ikme Time fo comprehenfive. Whoever has this • 
Book,, has the very Sinews of the Argument, and th« 
very Marrow of the Dodrine. 

t MiLTav, Book XII. 29^. 
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taken it. Many well-meaning People have un- 
warily entertained the fame Notion with my Tbe^ 
mm. Not apprehenfivc^ that they fruftratc hereby 
the Grace of G O D, -and render it of none Effcft 
with regard to themfelvcs.-^If You examine the 
fcriptural Account of the Law, You will find it 
quite of another Strain. 

. Ther. Pray let me hear the fcriptural Account. 
For, whenever thofe divine Oracles fpeak, I 
am all Attention. Where-cver they interpofe their 
Authprity, I am alKSubmiffion. 

Jfp. By the Law is the Knowledge of Sin *. Far 
from being our Juftifier, it is our Accufer. It ar- 
raigns and proves Us guilty. It demonftrates, be-' 
yond all PoiSbility of Contradiction, that the very 
beft among Us, have failed and come Ihort of our 
Dutyj nay, that the very beft among Us, have 
done aanifs, and dealt wickedly. 

/ was alive without the Law once^ fays the Apoftlc f . 
I thought myfelf upright, obedient^ holy ; and en- 
titled, by virtue of thefc Qualifications, to Life 
eternal. But when the Commandment came^ fliining 
in its Purity,, and operating v^ith Power, Sin re- 
vibed'j a ckwc and lively Senfe of Guilt (hot, like 
a pii^rcing Ray, through all my SouK I faw myfelf 
dliargeable with many paft Provocations, I felt my- 
felf fubjeCl to much rsmaining Corruption. In 
confequefMre of which, I died y my vain Conceits 
were blafted ; my prefumptuous Hopes expired ; I 
coUvld cot but acknowledge myfelf, juftjy liable to 
Condemnation and Death. 

Ther* It had this Effefl: on Saulj when He was a 
malignant and barbarous Perfi^cutor. But, when 

People 

f Rom. iii. ao. t Ro»- vu. 9. . 
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People arc virtuous and benevolent, what Purpofe 
docs it then fcrve ? 

JJp^ A very important one. Yet fuch as may^ 
probably, at the firft Hearing, afFedl You with a lit- 
tle Surprife. The Law enUredj fays the Apoftle, 
that the Offence might 

Ther. Be rejlrained^ no doubt. 

^. That tho Offence might abound *j is the 
Ailertion. 

Ther^ Surprifing indeed ! Is it poffible that GOD'» 
Law fliould give Countenance to Sin ? Nay, add 
Spurs to the Sinner ? 

4jp* Let Us beware of miftaking our facrcd Ca- 
lui£« The Law entered, not that the Commiffion 
«f Sin might be authorized^ but that the Abundance 
Qf our Sins might be manifejied. That all Mankind, 
even your virtuous Perfons, may perceive the great 
Impurity of their Hearts f ; the great Multitude of 
t}icir Iniquities ; and the horrible Sinfulneis of 
(what is called) the leaft Sin in the Sight • of 
GOD- 

This End could not be anfwered by a Law, re- 
laxed in its Demands, or warping to our Weaknefs ; 
only by a Syfltem of Precepts, every Way exad^ and 
in Degrees peFfc£k.-^Whoevcr would reprefent 
to his Neighbour, the Spots that fully, or the Scars 
that disiigure his Countenance^ muft effe£l theDe- 
fign not ty a ftained, but by a pure Mirror. 

Thtr. The KnowUdge of Sin^ md a Convi^ion of 
mer exceeding Sinfulmfs! — Thcfe are Intentions, 
fpYsisi^ I (houldnot have fufpeited^ 

, : . . jfi. 

- - • Rom. V. 30. 
f >/«^ therefore was Lanu gjii^n ihemt to evince 
Theirnatural Fra'vity. MiLT. B. XII. 287. 
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f Afp. Thefe arc not all. There is an6ttter Inten- 
tion of the Law, equally neceflary,* and no left 
^wful. // reveals the Wrath of GOD, againft all 
Ungodlinefs andUnrighttoufnefs of Men*^ — ^Having 
^t before the Sinner, his innumerable Offences, 
and enormous Guilt; it proceeds to the Doom, 
which He defervcs* It unfheaths thej Sword of Juf- 
tice, and threatens the Offender i^rith evcrlafting; 
Deftru^tion* Againft all Ungodlinefs, upon every 
Tranfgreffion, it denounces the Curfe— riie infup- 
portable and-eternsd Curfe of GOD.. 

Ther. A modern Writer fuppofes, that GOD 
may fet ajide t\it Law, in favour of frail Men. I 
inight far*ibo0e reasonably fuppx>fe, that He would 
mtigate the -Law, on the fame Gonfideration. But 
jwhat You urge, ihakes me afraid to lean on fo pr&- 
carious a Prop, 

' Jfp, To lodk'fdr Comfort and Salvation 'from this 
X^uarter, . would be worfe than leaning on a preca- 
rious, Prop. It would be to ]«an,' as^ the Arabian 
Proverb fpeaks, on a Wave of the Sea i which will 
iiot only fail to fupport, but will certainly fwallow 
.11 p^ '&o unadvifed and- rafh Depender. For O kx 
greats diaaany.^moderftWrtter.hfos afEnned, that 
^very jWorlfl ^^r Tfaou^^t^-^ppolite. toih^ Spirit ef 
Aeiar^,^aren^eri a: Mift liable ^to' Hell* fire +• 

Set ajide or mifigdSe./ . No, ST&r^w ; rather than 
the divine Law jQhoulc) lofe its Honours, ^ Soebm>skiti 
Qomcrrab wer^^'laid^»in A>ftw3; ch« antiint^World 
wa$ 46ftroyed with a Deluge ;tbe present Krame of 
Nature is deftined ^ the Plames^ arid ail its eafaoly 
Inhabitants will be condemned to Hell. — Nay, ra- 
ther than the leajl TiuU^ 0£i the Law fhould pafs 

unaccom* 

* Rom. i. i8f t Mati. v. 22. 2$, 30. 
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unaccompliflicd, its Curfc has been executed on 
GOD's owa SON ;• and all its Injondions have 
Ijeen fulfilled, in the Pcrfon of JESUS CHRIST. 
Which demonftratcs the DEITY to be inflexibly 
in carncft, as to every Word, fpoken in his perfe^ 
Law. 

Tber. Asldarc not confide in the modern provi- 
fionaiy Saivoy fo neither can I accede to your fevere 
and terrifying Notions.— The Laws of a wife and 
beneficent Governor, are calcularted for the Go&d of 
his Subjeifts. ' What Good, what Advantage can 
accrue to Us, from receiving fuch a Sentence, and 
pofi*effing fuch Convidions ? / 

JJp. Though I might mention many Advantages; 
I fliall content myfelf with felofting one. Which 
is not only valuable in itfelf, but the IntFodud;ion 
to every fpiritual BleHing. — When, by the Ir^ttt^ 
mentality of the Law, and the Illumination of the 
SPIRIT, We are brought under fuch Convic- 
tions ; then We are taught to fee our Danger ; then 
Wc are made to feel our Mifery : and then We 
Ihall no longer fleep in Security, but folicitoufly 
k>ok oat for Deliverance, and gladly accept the 
fovcreign Remedy. 

TUfer. The Law*, according to your Reprefenta- 
tion, is intended to actufe me— to conviSi me — to 
cmdemn me. So it becomes, inftead of a falutary, 
a killing Syftem. . 

Afp. The Litter killetky but the Spirit grueth Life *• 
If We adhere to the literal Senfe, without attending 
to tbcffpiritual Defign : if We regard only the Pre- 
cept and the San<aion, as they ftand in themfelves ; 
and neither confider, nor improve them, as aSing in 

Subfer^ 
• 2 Cor. iii. 6, 
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Smbferviency to the M E D I AT O R's Rightcouf- 
nefs; they »rcdoubtkfs .a killing Ordinance, and 
bind Us down under a Sentence of Deadi. But 
rightly improved— Hold ! Let nae proceed no far- 
ther with the Argument. 

You arc a Sportfman, Theron^ and delight in the 
manjy Recreations of the Field. You muft there* 
fore have read that fine Poem, which fo elegantly 
l^efcribes your favourite Diveriion. 

Ther. Thf Chacb, I fuppofe, You mean* 

jtfp. The fame*— rDo You remember the Dcfiaripi 
tion of the royal Stag Cbaaf 
1 JT^er^ Perfcftly well. It is not a Week, fincc I 
pei-ufed the whole Paflage ; and with as much Pka* 
Aire, as if it had been entirely new. 

Afp. Then You can give me a Summary of the 
^reeable Narrative. 

Ther. I can. But will not this Chace lead U$ 
very far 'from our Subje<3 ? 

jffp* Perhaps, not fo far as You imagine. I have 
a Reafon for my Requcft. 

Ther. What Reafon, I befecch You ? 

Jfp, You Ihall foon know. Only favour me 
with the Account. • 

TA#r. I pr^eft, I cannot difcam the leaft Con- 
nc<aion, between thcfe rural Sports, and the grand 
Topic of our Gonverfatioh. However, fince You 
command, I will implicitly obey. . , 

The Stag, roufed from his Lair, (hakes fats dap« 
pled Sides- ; tofles his beamy Head; and, confeious 
of fuperior Agility, feems todefy the gatheringStorm. 
—-You fee, fpeakijig of Poetry, I have catched fome* 
thing of the poetical Strain. 

JJL 



30 D I A L O G U E' IX. 

AJ^^ S6 much the better. This enlivened Man** 
ner excites my Curiofity. It makes me more de«- 
firous to hear the Sequel. 

ThiT. Firft, He has recourfc to Stratagem, and 
cvalive Shifts. He plunges into the Copfe ; darts 
acrofs the Glade; and wheels about in doubling 
Mazes ; as though He would purfue, even the Foe 
He avoids. The full-mouthed Pack unravel all his 
Windrngsr, and drive Him from his wily Arts. 

Now> He betakes Himfelf to Flight, and confides 
in his Speed. He burfts through the Woods \ bounds 
Oiver the Lawns ; and leaves the lagging Beagles far 
behind. TheBcagles flow, but fure, trace h'is Steps, 
thfough Woods, through Lawns, through half ^e 
extended Foreft. Unwearied, flill unwearied, they 
urge their ardent Way, and gain upon the alarmed. 
Objeft of their Purfuit. > 

Again He flies. Flies with redoubled Swjftnefs. 
Shoots down the Steep ; ftrains up the Hill ; fweeps 
along the Fields; and, at laft, takes {belter in the 
inmofl: Recefs of fome fequeflered Groye. The 
fagacious Hounds hang, with greedy Nofl:rils, on^ 
the Scent. They recover, by indefatigable Affi-^ 
dttity, the Ground they had loft. Up tb^ come 
a third Time; and, joining in a gl»ierad Peal ef 
Vengeance, hurry the affirtghted Animal from his 
fliort Concealment. 

Ferfdexed, and in the utmoft Diftrefs, He feeki 
the numerous Herd. He would lofe Himfelf, ^nd 
elude his Puifuers, amidft the Multituderof his Fel'<^ 
lows. But they, unconcerned for a Brother's Woe, 
ftitn the miferable Creature, or expel him fncMot the 
felfiih Circk«— Abandoned by his Aflbciateif, and 
haunted wiib AppttfaenfioiqF of approaching Ruin« 

He 
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He trembles at every Leaf that fhakcs. He ftarts ; 
He fpriflgs y and wild, and (wik as the Wind, flics 
he knows not .where, yet -pours all his Soul in 
Flight. — Vain, vain are his Efforts. The horrid 
Cry, lately leffened, thickens upon the Gale, and 
thunders in his Ear. — ^Now, the poor breathlefs 
Vi<aim is full in View, His Sprightlincfe forlaket 
Him. His Agility is fpent. Se^ ! How He toils in 
yonder Valley, with faultering Limbs, and a hob- 
ling Gait. The Sight of their Gume, quickens the 
Pace, and whets the Ardour, of the impetuoua 
Hounds. With tumidtuous Violence they ruih in, 
and with clamorous Joy demand their Prey. 

What can He do ? Surrounded as He is, wiA iif- 
ful ting Tongues^ and ravenous Jaws f Defpairis can 
pable of infpiriting even the timorous Breaft. Hav- , 
ing nothing to hope. He forgets to fear. He faces 
about, and makes a rcfolute Stand. The Trunk of 
afturdy Tree, covers his R«arj and his own branch- 
ing Horns, defend Him in Front. He ruflies upon 
hU Adverfaries ; goars fome ; lays others groveling 
on the Turf J and make^ the whole coward Pack 
give wayi 

Encouraged by this unexpetSDcd Succefs, his Hopet 
revive. He rallies once again his drooping Spirits ;r 
exerts the little Remainder of his S.treno;th ^ and 
fpring5 through the Midft of the retiring Rout. — ^It 
ift his laft, laft Chjince. Haftretchcs evtry Nerve ; 
once more Ipfes Sight of the Rabble from the Ken- 
nel J and, finding no Security on the Land, takes:' 
to the Water. He throws bis burning Sides into. 
the.RIyer; fails down the cooling Stream; and 
flinks away to- the Verge of^fome little (helving 
Ifland. There, finding a Reftingrplace for his 

Feet, 
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Feet, He (kulks clofe to the Ihady Margin. All 
immerfed in the Wave, excepting only his Noftrils, 
IJe baffles, for a while, the pryiijg Eye of Man, 
and the keener Smell of Brute. 

Difcovered, at length, and forced to quit this 
unavailing Refuge, He climbs the flipperyBank. 
Unable to fly ^y longer, He {lands at bay againft 
an aged Willow. Stands, all faint with Toil, and 
fobbing with Ahguifh. The Crouds that gather 
round Him, with mercilefs and outrageous Tr^nf- 
port, triumph in his Mifcry. A Multitude of 
blood-thirfty Throats, joined with the fonorous 
Horn, ring his funeral Knell. — The Tears, till 
this fatal Inftant unknown, gufh from his langulih- 
ing Eyes, and roll down his reeking Cheeks. Be 
cafts one more Look on the Woods, the Lawns, 
the pleafing Scenes of his former Delights. Adieu f 
A long Adieu to thefe ! He now expefts his Mur- 
derers ; and prepares, as his laft poor Confolation, 
to fell his Life as dear aft poffible. 

At this moft critical JunSure, the royal Sportfman 
comes up. He fees this diftreiled Creature ; and, as 
foon as he fees. He pities. The Clemency, which 
attends the Throne, accompanies even the Divpr- 
fions of Majefty. He ifiues the high Command. 
The prohibitory Signal is given. The Pack, though • 
eager for Blood, are checked in a Moment. And 
not checked only, but called oflf * from the Prey, 

Difap. 

. • Galled of y I apprehend, is too flat. Tir^^ would 
kave been more cxpreffivc. And this would have re- 
minded Us of a jBoil beautiful Metaphor, ufed by the 
facred Hiftorian ; when He dcfcribcs, or rather paints, 
the Procedure of Dan;id, in the Cave, i Sam. xxiv. 7. 
His Men urged Him, and with great Vehenience, to 
flay Sauhy fmce Providence had delivered that implacable 
4 Perfecutor 
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Dirappoirited and growling, they retire ; and leave 
the intended Viftim of their Fury, to enjoy his Li* 
Wrty, his Safety, and hi$ £afe «^ain. 

I have now followed the Stag, till I have tired 
your Patience. Why did You fuffer me to run cfn> 
at this extravagant Rate? You know I am, on 
tficfe favourite Topics, an cverlafting Talker, 
• J/p* Why this Apology, Thtron ? I am fute Y^\X 
" aid not fee my Mouth yawn, or my Head no^» 
"while You was purfuing ^your Subjeft. . Befides, . I 
intend to make Reprifals, and put ycur Attentito 
to the Tame Tryal. 

Thus the Stridlnefs of the Law purfues the Soul ; 
^iflodgcs it from every Refuge of Liies ; and Mvet 
•Itmits its terrifying Menaces, till the poor Delin- 
quent T:eafes from Self-confidence, and fixes on 
' CHRIST for his whole Salvation *. 

'The Man, perhaps, is awakened into a ferioua 

Concern for his eternal State. In confequence of 

Vot. II. C which» 

ftriccutor into his Hand. Our Tranflation fays, & 
irffke thim. Whereas the Original fays. Hi tore t'htm off, 
^ eager and impatient as they were ; and retained them 
- from murdering the helplefs King. — It feems to be an 
Allufion to the above-mentioned PradUca 6f Huntfiften ; 
who tear offtYke ravenous Pack, and with-hold them from 
devouring the fallen Prey. — It is the fame Word, which 
cxpreffcs the Aftion of Samp/on ; when He rent afunder 
die young Lion, and tore Him Limb from Limb. yoU^K 
Sec JuJg. xiv. 6. 

• Lex Hminem urget^ donecis ad CHRISTUM tm^- 
fig(t, 7'um it/a dicit ; jjfylum es naQvs ; defaifi Te perfi^ 
qui ; fapis^ fahus es, B E n c E l . That is ; the taw urgeg 
and purfues the Sinner^ till He flies for Refuge to JE" 
SUS C HR IS T. Then the Law fpeaks to this Efeft ; 
*' You are entered into the Strong-hold^ and I remit th« 
'* Purfuit ; my Demands are fatisfied, and my Curfes 
" filenced. You ftrc wife; Yo« are fafej You are 
« happy.^» 
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^ which. He relinquifhes his profane and iniquitoos 

• PraAices. Breaks the Sabbath^ and defrauds his 
Neighbour no more. — But the Law quicl^ly repre- 
fents, and in a glaring Light, that a negative Obe- 

f dience is by no means Sufficient. 

Upon this. He betakes Himfcif to a Courfc of 
pojitive Holinefs. Gets acquainted with religious 
' People, and performs religious Duties. Prays in fe- 
. cret, and attends public Ordinances. Confcientioufljr 
' obferves the LOR D's Day, and regulates his Be- 
haviour by the Rule of GO D's Commandments. 
Now, He is ready to congratulate Himfelf on his 
' remarkable and hopeful Reformation. 

Soon he perceive.s, that all. his Proficiency is but 
Skin*deep: a mere ^k^^p Varnifli : which has not 

• penetrated the inner Man. He begins, therefore, to 
watch over the Motions, and bewail the Evils of his 
Heart. He labours to fubdue Pride, and curb Paf- 
fion ; to purge out filthy Lufts, and to banifh fpiri- 

. tual Wickednefs. Noiwithflanding all his Vigi- 
. lance, Confcience flies in his Face, either for the 
NegleS of fome Virtue, or the CommifHon of fome 
Sin. The Law rings in his Ear that terrible De- 
nunciation J " Curfed is He, that performeth not 
'« ^a Things." 

Struck by this Conviftion, his Wounds bleed 

afrefh. He is obliged to feek fome new Balm for his 

Sore. In order to appeafe an offended GOD, and 

•atone for his fmful Relapfes, He makes many for- 

• rowful Confeflions ; poflibly, fubmits to voluntary 
' SufTerings. He denies Himfelf, and beflows libe- 
rally on the Poor. He fighs deeply, and mourns 

: biitcrly. — But can Waters that are muddy, clcanfe 

the Garment that is filthy ? Wilt Thou fatisfy, O 

3 vain 
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vain Man, wilt Thou fatisfy for one Sin, by com* 
mitting another? In thefe penitential Excrcifes^ 
were thy Thoughts fteadily devout ? In tho/e Afts 
of Beneficence, were thy AfFeftions truly charita-* 
ble ? And did both proceed from a pure undefiled 
Heart? If not, fuch fanficd Reparations of paft 
Faults, only aggravate the heavy Score. 
. What fliall He do ? He cannot pay. To beg Ht 
IS afhamcd. Fain would He enter into Life, yet, 
not be too much indebte'd to Grace. He attempts 
therefore to compound with Heaven. He binds Him- 
felf by fdlemn Vows, perhaps by facramental En- 
gagements, to ufe greater Circumfpeftion for the 
future. Then turns his Eye to the divine ME D I- 
ATO R ; not with a View of relying wholly on his 
Rtghteoufnefs ; but only to obtain fuch a Supply^ 
as may make up the Deficiencies of his own. — ^Some- 
what like this was the Miftake of the Galatian Con* 
verts ; againft which St. Paul^ in his Epiftle to that 
People, fo folidly difputes, and fo fharply inveighs *. 
AlTuring them, that if they add to their R E- 
, DEEMER's Death and Obedience, any other 
.Requifite what foe ver, in the Matter of Acceptance 
with GOD, CHRIS T Jhall profit them nothing. 
For a while, He holds faft his purpofed Integrity. 
At length, falling fliort, evidently if not fcanda- 
loufly fliort, in executing his Part, a ftartling 
G 2 Voicie 

> • Sharplj indeed ! For, inftead of falating them, un- 
der the honourable Title of Ao/'/rf/, anii Faithful in 
CHRIST JESUSi He ftigmatizes them with that fa- 
vere Appellatioii, O fiolijh Galatiam! — And as to their 
Prafticc, iVhith was a Departure from Juftification by 
CHRIST altmt^t He ft)^es it, npt merely an Error, but 
an Error of the mod mifchievous and horrid Kind — oB 
Infatuation, a Beiviub^ry, TmCst^xari. GaL iii. x. 
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Voice founds in fai$ Ear, that dreadful Alarm; 
f« Curfed is He that continueih not in all Things." 
An impartial Confcience intcrppccs the Voice; and 
undeniably proves, that whoever commita the leaft 
Sin, or fails in any Point, does not continue iti all 
Thihgs. His Heart finks with Difcouragement, 
and all his Refolutions hang their enfeebled Heads, 
He has tried every Method, that He can devifc ; 
and has found every Method ineffcftual. All hit 
Expedients are a Spider's Web ; and his Hope is^ 
as the Giving up of the Ghoft *. 

His Soul, purfued by the Law, andliuntedby 
Terror, is brought to the Gates of Death, or the 
very Brink of Defpair. And now the PRINCE 
of Peace, now the LORD our Righteoufnefs, 
^appears for his Refcue. Now is accomplifhed that 
gracious Declaration ; O IfratU thou haft deftroyed 
iJrjfelf^ hut in me is thy Help f. — Driven from everjr 
falfe Refuge, and drawn by the bleffed SPIRIT, 
He comes weary and heavy laden to CHRIST. 
Convinced of the Sin of his Nature, the Sin of his 

Life, 

• St. Paul e)cpre{Ces all this in hi« ufual Manner; that 
18, very concifely, yet very forcibly, GaL hi. 23. T»t 
tofjunf i^fn^fjoda QvfiukKufffum tK mv «Drinp« fFe «weri kept w- 
der the La<Wt /but up unto Faith, He compares the Law, 
its Demands and its Curfes, to a Garri/on or Pri/on, 
The V/alls fo llrong, that it is impoffible to make a Breach 
3n them 5 fo high, that it is equally impoffible to over- 
leap them. Let the confined Captive, turn which Way 
He will, make whatever Attempt He can, there appeart 
no Hope of a Releafe ; nay, there remains no Poffibility 
of Efcape. Umil the bleiTed REDEEMER, by hi> 
Obedience and Death, open a Door of Deliverance* 
This Door Faith difcems ; through this Door Faith con* 
duds the Sinner ; and thus tranfmits Him into Light 
and Liberty* 

4* Hof. xiii. 9« 
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Life, and the Sin of his beft Duties, He renounces 
Uixnfelf in every View. This is all his Salvation, 
lind all his Defire, that He may win CHRIST^ 
and be found in Him< Did that poor affli(aed Wo- 
man fay, If I may but touch his Garmenty I Jball. Vf 
whole? With equal Ardour does this enlightened 
Sinner cry j .*' If I may but have Fellow&ip- with 
** the glorious IMMANUEL, in his Merits 
*' and in his Spirit, I am alive from the Dead j- J 
** am happy for ever." 

Having feen a Glimpfe of the RED.EEM;E|1 ' 
and his tranfcendent Excellency i having, received a 
Tafte from the inexhauftible Fulnefs of his Grace 5 
O ! how He longs for brighter Manifeftations ! How 
He thirfts after more plentiful Draughts ! — Whsfo^ 
£ver comes to CHRIS Ty Jhall in no wife ke cafl ouU 
He that ;\wakens thefe ardent Defires, in his due 
Time gives • the defired BlefHngs, . After various 
Conflifts, the poor aw'^^rfi^ Wretch believes^. He 
believes, that the SON of the MOST HIGH 
died in A/j Stead, and was obedient fox his Juftifi- 
cation. Believes, that all the Riches of the adored 
MEDIATOR'S Life and Death are for Sinners 
—for the worft of Sinners — for Him +• 

• Rom. iv. 5. 
. f Sec this Work of Grace, and Proccdwq of Con- 
ireriioQ, more copioufly di(played, in a valuable little 
Piece intjjtled. Human Nature in its fourfold State, by Mr. 
Thomas Boston, page 227. — ^Which,.in my Opinio|i, 
Is one of our beft Books for common Readers. The Sen- 
tences are .fhort, and the Comparifons ftriking. The 
Language is eafy^ and the Doftririe evangelical. The 
Method proper^ the Plan comprehenfive, the Manner 
parching, convincing, yet confolatory . — If another cele- 
tr^ted Trcigitife jis ftyled^ ThewheleDnty of Man, I would 
. • C 3 . '^ call 
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By this Faith, receiving CHRIST and his Be- 
nefits, his Heart is purified ; his Heart is quickened* 
He abhors every evil Way, and is fitted for every 
good Work, — Though Temptations aflault Hinx, 
He derives Strength from his SAVIOUR ; refifts 
the Devil; and is faithful unto Death. — Though 
Corruptions defile Him, He flies to the Fountain 
opened for Uncleannefs *j makes daily, hourly Appli- 
cation of the Blood of Sprinkling ; and goes on his 
Way, rejoicing in GOD his SAVIOUR- 

Ther. Your Difcourfe puts me in mind of Abfa- 
hm^s Procedure, when Joab refufed to make Him 
a Vifit. The Prince ordered his Servants to fct on 
fire the General's ftanding Corn f. This Strata-' 
gem had its intended Effe<3:. The Apprehenfion of 
' Danger drove Him, when the refpe£lful Invitation 
would not lead Him,' to a perfonal Interview. You 
feem to fuppofe, that the Law was made fo perfe£l 
and fo rigorous, with fome fuch Dcfign. A De- 
fign, to lay Us under a NeceJJhy^ of renouncing our 
own Works, and flying to the Atonement of 
CHRIST^,' 

Jfp. With fuch a Defign it was delivered on S/- 
fMu And for this Opinion, I have a far better Au- 
thority, than my own Suppofition. We are af- 
fured by unerring Wifdom, That CHRIST is the 
End of the Law J. It points invariably to Him. 
It terminates wholly in Him. And then obtains its 
principal Purpbfe, when Sinners are brought to 

their 

call this. The Whole of Man, As it comprifes — what 
He ijuas by Creation — what He // by Tranfgreflion-<^ 
what He Jhould he through Grace-<-and then what He 
nuill be in Glory. 
* Zech. xiii. i. f 2 SaiQ. xiv. 30. X Rom« x. 4. 
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their Divine REDEEMER, for Rightcoulhefs. 
Then, there is no Occafion for a Mitigation of the 
Law; for an Abatement of its Demands, oraMo* 
deration of its Curfe. Becaufe, We have that in 
CHRIS Ty which fulfils its Demands and exhaufts 
it& Curfe; which maintains its Honour, yet jufti- 
fies its Tranfgrcflbr. 

7i&^ Law hath concluded all Mankind under Sin ^, 
Hath drawn, as it were, a Net of Guilt and Vea- 
geance round the whole World. Yet not with an 
Intention, that any ihould be difcouraged now, or 
periih for ever : but that every One may fee his 
inexpreffihle Need, of a SAVIOUR's Death, 
and of a SAVIOUR's Obedience f. That, 

being 

• Gal. ill. 22. (>»lK^ll«.— The facred Original k 
(bmewhat more compreheniive than A/pafio^^ Interpret^ 
tix>n. It is not era/)a;, but 'BJOLvist, Which denotes Thing}, 
as well as Perfons: And implies, that nothing We bavit 
nothing We do^ is free from Sin; till the Merits of 
CHRIST intervene, and the Blood of CHRIST hf 
fprinkled. 

t Witjius^ fpeaking of the Law delivered at Sinai, 
fays ; Fa3a eft ifta Faderii Operum CommemoratiOj ad If- 
raelitas Peccatorum ^ Miferiafua conmincendos, exfeipfis ex" 
pellendosj de Necejitate SatisfrHtonis edocend^Sy IS ad CHRJS' 
TUM compelUndos: IS Jic in/er^it Fosderi Gratia. 

Animadver. Jrbn. p. 99^ 

The Natitre and Defign of the Law were, I think, cm^ 
blematically taught, by the CircnmflanGes attending its 
Delivery. — The Mountain, not to be trodden by any -^ 
raelitey or touched by any Beaft, on pain of Death — The 
Voice of Thunder, and the Glare of Lightning — ^The 
Sound of the Trumpet, and the Clouds of Smoke — Th^ 
vafl Range of Hills and Rocks, trembling to their Cenr 
ter — Sixliundred thoufand Men druck with inexpreiTtble 
Confternation — And Mcfes, even Mo/es himfelf, the Fa- 
ypuritepf Heaven, terrified exceedingly — All thefe in- 
!P 4 . . dicat.e.d, 
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\kitts &ua prepsured; both to valiie and f ecav^% 
iprccjotfa a Bleffiag, /*^ Promife rf Juftiiication *ff 
JW/6 j» yHSUS CHRIST may be gitanr^^lf 
.given to them that believe. . . 

..Let Us advert to this grand Aim of the Law* 
•Then, We (hall fee Goodnefs, unqueftionabJe ^ml 
fovereign Goodnefs, in forming its Conftitudoa fe 
.fiUimely perfe^^ and making its Threatening^ fo 
4mfie«ibly fevere, EiccluiivQ of this wholefbme Sever 
iRty, We ihould fupinely difefteem^ perhaps, wan* 
tOftly rejefl, the Grace of the GofpeL-r-Thc prodi-- 
gal Son would never have returned to his Father, iji 
that bumble^ fiibmii&ve, fupplicating Poftiire; if 
^He had not found hiS'Circumilances utterly ruined, 
jWid felt Himfelf pcrifhing with Hunger^ No more 
would the conceited Sons of Adamy difclaim all Pre- 
tence to any Merit of their own j and, with the' 
'Halter * of Self-condemnation about their Necks, 
fall down at the Feet of a merciful REDEEMER; 
if they were not inftigated by the fliarp ,Goad, or 
father driven by ti>c flaming Sword of the Law. 

Ther. 

dic2i;tcd the rigbfeous^ the rigorcus^ and the wwful Import 
of " The Word fpofcen." 

Nor was the EfffSi of thefe aftonifliing Incidents, withi ■ 
out a fpiritual Meaning. The People durft not adven- 
ture upon a perjcnal Approach, but had recourfe to a 
Jfydiaior. They requefted, that Mofes might interpofe j 
and tranfaa Affairs, between the terrible J E HO V AH; 
and the guilty Congregation. — Such an Imprefiion, the 
Furity and the Rigour of the Law, ihould make on our • 
Hearts : (hould drive Uft from Self to a SAVIOUR ; 
deter Us from confiding in the Righteoufnefs of Works^ 
and urge Us tb leek the Righteoufnefs of free Grace. 

• Alluding to thofe remarkable Word* of Bmh4tdaS^% 
. fiervants ; Let Vs put Sackcloth ttpon our Loins, and Ropei 
upon our Heads, and go out to meet the Ksng tf Ifrm\ 
pireuhmtwre He wll/anje tky iafe^ i il^ngs x;k. 31. 
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' tTSfer. Has the Law then notbing to do with our 
Temper and Cooverfation ? Is it no longer to be • 
CWifidcred as a Syftem of Duties ? No longer to be 
regarded as a Rule of Life ? 

J^. When it has forced the Linea of Self-right©- 
oufnefs, and driven Us to JESUS CHRIST 
(diat only Citadel of Safety !-) for Acceptanqe and 
Salvation ; thin it fcrves as a Rule for ourCondud. . 
ffhen it ihews U^, like a Friend and a Guide, hovr 
to order our Converfation, and adorn our Profcf- 
fk)n ; how to glorify GOD, and cxprefs our Gra- 
titude to CHRIST. But, till it has accomplffhed 
the fore-mentioned End, it thunders Vengeance; 
it fla&es Terror 5 it is, as M&fis fpeaks, a fitry 
Law *. 

And is it, my dear Thttim^ a fiery Law? What 
then ihall We do, without. that meritorious Obe- 
dience of the R E D E E M E R ; which is, to the 
guilty Soul, as the GoM of Snow tn the Time of Har- 
veft \. — Is it a Law, -which worieth Wrath ? Then 
let it endear to our AiFediohs that ineftimably pre- 
cious Gofpel, which preacheth Peace by JESUS 
CHRIST t.^-ls it theMiniJiration of Condemnation \ ? 
O ! let it quicken our Flight to that All-gracious 
SURETY, who was condemned i,t Pilate^ s Bar, 
$hat we may be acquitted at GODVTribunal. 

To. 

^ FiefyLanv^'DtVi.t.xxy^n. 2, Idare not afiirm, that 
this is the exa£l Import of the Original, nor do I pre- 
fume to determine the precife Signification of a Phrafe, 
fo remarkabfy difficult. Bat as this- is our received Ver- 
Con ; as it fuggclh a very ufeful Truth ; and a Truth, ' 
which, in the prefent AgCj is peculiarly needful to be ' 
uicttk^d ; I am inclined to acqaiefce in the common 
Rendering. ♦ 

t Prov. xxy* 13. . % AQls x. 56. [| 2 Cor. 

joi. 19, ..- . . -'. , .\.- V ■ v' 
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To all this agrees our celebrated Mtiton, Wliofe 
Divinity on this Subje£t at leaft, is as faultlefs^ as 
his Poetry is matchlefs: You will give nie Leave 
to quote a few of his beautiful Lines. Which re^ 
capitulate^ as it were, the whole prccediftgVCon- 
verfation : and, while they recapitulate the Con- 
verfation, confirm the Dodrine. This will make 
you feme Amends, for my late tedious Harangue. 
This will tip the Lead with Gold. 

So Law appears imperfeSf ; and but gtv*n 

IVitb Purpofe to refign tbefn^ in full Timcj 

Up to abetter Covenant ; difdplin*d 

From Jhadowy Typn to Truths from Flejb fo Spirit ; 

From Impofttion offhiSl Laws^ to free 

Jlcceptcmce of large Grace j from fervile FeaVy 

To filial i ff^opis of Lawy to Works of Faith * . 

• Book XII, 300. 
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> G A I N, Theran! Muft we never lay 
afide the Weapons of Controverfy ?— . 
You put me in mind of the refolate 
Athenian ; who, having fought with 
diftinguifhed Bravery on the Field of 
Marathon^ purfucd; the vanquifhed Perjiam to their 
Fleet. At that very Inftant, a Galley full of the 
Enemies Troops, was putting off to Sea« Deter- 
mined, if poffible, to prevent theJr Efcape, He laid 
hold on the Veffel with his Right-hand. Which 
was no fooner fixed, than chopped oiF by the Sailors. 
The Warrior, not at all difcouragcd, feized it with* 
his Left. When that alfo was cut away. He faf- 
tened his Teeth in its Side ; and never quitted his 
Gripe, till He refigned his Breath *. 

Tber. 

• The Athenian^ Name was Cynagyrml The Author, 
-who relates this extraordinary Story, is Juftin. If the 
Reader (hould think it a Rho^ontontade, I believe. He 
will not judge amifs. And I promife myfelf, the fame 
^ood Senfe will enable Him to diftinguifh, between what 
IS hinted by way of FUafantry^ ana what is urged by 
way of Argument. 
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Ther. I have been rcconfidcring the Cafe of i^i- 
puUd Rtghteoufnefs j and am by no means fatisfiecL 
^s to the Propriety of the Phrafe, or the Truth of 
the Dodirine j efpeciallyj in the Scnfe which You 
tfpoufe- — Objcftioiis arife^ more fubftantial and 
weighty, than any that have hitherto been urged. 
And .which, if I miftake not. You- will find it z 
more difficult Talk to anfwcr. 

Jfp. I muft do my bcft. And if my beft At- 
tempts prove unfuc<Jefsful, I fliall fay with the gal- 
lant Iphicratesy whca overpowered by the Eloquence 
mi his Antagonifti " My Adverfary is the better 
^* Aftor, but mine is the better Play.*' 

I fay better — For to You, TherdHy I will freely 
«wn^ what to another Perfon I fhould not be fo 
forward to difclofej That I receive no Comfort, 
i>.ut from the habitual Belief, and daily Application 
0f this precious Doflrine.— Whenever I read the 
moil corre49: and elaborate Writings, which pro- 
ceed in thp contrary Strain, I feel my Spirits heavy ; 
I find my ProfpeSs gloomy j and not one Ray of 
Confolation gleams upon my Mind. Whereas, 
- much meaner Compofitions, which breathe the Sa- 
Tour of this evangelical Un£):ion, f6ldom fail ta 
^juicken my Hopes ; to brighten my Views \ and. 
put into my Mouth that pioufly alert Profeffion of 
the Pfalmift, I. will run the Way of thy CommandmentSf 
now Thou haji.fet my Heart at liberty *.— Though I 
^ bi from laying any confiderable Strefs upon this 
Obfervation; farther ftill from advancing it ipto 
the Place of ah Argument ; yet I may be permitted 
to mention it, in the CpAfidcnce and Familiafity 
f f Friendfhip. 

Thtr, 

* P&I. cxix, 3 a. 
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' * Tbir. An Opinioh delive jpd with fo mudb Mo-- 
4lcfty, and fo nearly connedcd with my Affafuft 
Comfort, has doubtlefs a Claim to my fcri«u8 At- 
tention. Otherwife, it lAight poflibly provoke my 
Railtery. For, You tauft know, I am no great 
Admirer of inward Feelings. I cannot think them 
^ very folid Method" of demonftratifig . your Point, 
It muft be inforced by better Rcafons, if you would 
gafh it Acccfs to my Heart. 

We muft place. You fay, a Dependence upoit 
the LORD JESUS CHRIST^ in all that 
He has done and fuffered. What HE has done and 
fuffcred. You add, is our only juftifying Righteouf- 
hcfs : and, to place our Dependence on it, is the 
Only Way to receive Pardon of Sins ; the only Way 
to inherit eternal Life. 

' AJp* 1 have faid it, Theron^ and I abide by it» 
This being the Rightcoufnefs of G O D, is — 

Th^. Cive me Leave, before You proceed far- 
ther, to propofe a Qufery. Does the Righteoufnefs. 
of <j O D fignify the aftive and paffive Obedience 
of CHRIST? 

Afp. Righteoufnefs is a Conformity to the Law, 
in Heart, and in Lrfe. As the S O N of G O D 
voluntarily made Himfelf fubjeft to tKe Law 5 per- 
feftly fulfilled its Precepts ; and fufFered to the ut- 
moft it's Penalty ; this, 1 fhould imagine, furniflic^ 
Us with the truejl and ftohUJi Signification of ihc 
Phrafe. 

Ther. What, if I or Others (hould imagine quite 
the Revcrfe ? 

A}f*> I thank my Friend for his Admonition.. It 

19 indeed taking too much upon me, to fuppofe,, 

' that mj bare Imagination fliould pafs for Orthodojqr 

4 and 
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and Truth,— But is there nothing weighty in the 
Reafon^ which I have allcdged? Was there no 
Righteoufnefs in our LOR D's moft free Submif- 
fion to the Commands of the Law, and in bis per- 
fevering Performance of all holy- Duties i Was there 
no Righteoufnefs in the confummate Excellency of 
his Nature, his Temper, his Converfation ? No 
Righteoufnefs in the matchlefs Perfe£iton of bis 
Afting, his Abftaining *, his Suffering? Nay>; 
was not this Obedience^ in the moft plain and full 
Senfe of theXxprcffion, The Righteeufnefs cfGOD f 
Did It not, in every Senfe of the Expreffion, and 
in every View of the Subje£):, anfwcr the exalted 
CharaScr? Being, as a mafterly Critic explains 
the Phrafe, « A Righteoufnefs dcvifed by GOD 
" the FATHER, from all. Eternity ; wrought 
♦* out by GOD the SON, in the Perfon of 
" JESUS CHRISTi applied by GOD the 
w H O L Y G H O S T, to the Sinner's Soul.'* 

Tber. This Doflrine of yours, if I rightly u|i- 
derftand it, would make Reniiffion of Sins but'one 
half of our Juftification ; and fomething elfe ne- 
ceiTary, in order to Life eternal. Which is juft as 
rational, as to fuppofe. That though one Caufe may 
expel Darknefs, another muft fupervene, in order 
to introduce Light, 

Jfp. The Nature of Juftification, and the Nature 

-of Condemnation, are two Oppofites^ which will 

mutually illuftrite each other. — What is implied in 

the Condemnation of a Sinner ? He forfeits eternal 

Life, a.nd is doomed to eternal Death.-r-What is 

included 

• Alluding to the Summary of moral Duties, giv^ 
Us hy Epi^etus 9 in :hat wcll-kn<5wn Adagy, A^ri^*' «J 
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"included in the Juftification of a Sinner? It fuper* 
fedes his Obligation to Punifliment, and invefts 

- Him with a Title to Happinefs. Both which arc 
procured by CHRlSlPs Mediation in our Be- 
half; and hth take place, when we are united ta 
that Divine HEAD,— 'We fuppofe, therefore, a 
Difference between the Benefits ; but have no No- 
tion of deriving theni^ from two different Sources. 
We afcribe them both to one and the fame AU- 
fufficient Caufe, JESUS CHRIST the righteous. 

" Your Comparison, though intended to overthrow, 
I think, fully eflablifhcs the Sentiment.— When 
yonder bright Orb makes his firft Appearance in the 
Eaft, what EfFeds are produced ? The Shades of 
Night are difpcrfed, and the Light of Day is dif- 
fufcd.-— To what are they owing ? Each to a fepa- 
rate, or both to the fame Origin ? Every one's Ex- 
perience will anfwer the Queftion. Thus, when 
the Author of Salvation is manifcfted in the Soul, 
He brings at once Pardon and Acceptance. Both 
which conftxtute the Healing * of the Nations; 
and both feem necefTary to complete the BlefQng of 

• Juftification; 

To illuftrate this Point, We will fuppofc jfdam^ 

- continuing in Innocence, and perfevering in Obe- 
dience. We will fuppofe Him come to the lafl: 
Period of his Abode on Earth ; appearing before 
the SUPREME Judge, as a Candidate for eternal 
Life. How would his Sentence run? *' ThcJu 
« haft been a Rebel ; but infinite Mercy forgives 
** Thee.*' Would it nc5t rather proceed in this 

• Manner? " Thou art perfeftly righteous; Thou 
*' haft been completely obedient; therefore, infi- 

^ nice 
• Mai. iv. 2, 
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-<* nitcTidelity rewards Thcc/' Now, lib^ cfouM 
CHRIST bruife the Serpenfi Head? How remedy 
the direful EfFedls of the Fall, and reftoiie the Hap- 
pincfs loft by Adam ; if He did not both take away 
our Guik> and put Us in Pofleffion of a perfe^ 
Rightcoufnefs ? 

Thtr. This, I know, is the fine-fpun Theory of 
your fyftematic Divines. But where is their Wkr-^ 
rant from Scripture ? By what Authority do Afcy 
introduce fuch fubtle DiflinAions \ 

Afp. I cannot thiitk the DiftinSion fo fubtle, or 
the Theory fo finely fpun. To be rcleafcd from the 
damnatory Sentence, is one Thing ; to be treated 
as a righteous Perfon, is evidently another, — Abfa- 
lorn was pardoned, when *He re<^eived a Permiffitfn 
to remove from Gejhur^ and dwell at Jtrufalm. 
But this was very different from the Recommencc- 
-ttient of filial Intcrcourfe, and parental Endear- 
ment *. A Rebel may be ixtntpted from the capi- 
tal Punifhment, which his traiterous Praaiocs dc- 
lerve ; without beiiig rtftond to the Dignity of hit 
former State, or the Rights of a loyal Subjeft. In 
Chriftianity likewife, to be freed froin the Charge 
of Guilt, and to be regarded as righteous Perfons, 
are two' feveral Bleffings j really diftinft in them- 
felves, often diflinguifhed in Scripture, though al- 
ways included in the very ElTcnce of Juftification. 

Ther. Where are they diftingurfhed ? In what 
Texts of Scripture ? This is what I called for— 
your fcriptural Warrant, 

. Afp. What think You of JoV% Reply to his cen- 
forious Friends ? GOD forbid^ that I Jbould jujlify 

* 2. Sam. xiv. 24, 
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riu */ I3i«t Ht firgav4 4iketaij thcfc i$ no Doobt* 
Yet he could not j^^ify them : Could not allow thei» 
Reflediofls to be equitable, or their Behaviour cha« 
ritable* 

Wliat think You of Sol<mm*s Supplication ? Them 
bear Thou in HeMen^ and dO', and judge thy Servants i 
^tmdhnning the tVtcked^ to bring his Waf upon hie 
ffead\ and juftifying the Righteous ^ to give Him tff- 
eording to his Righteoufnefs \. To condemn, in this 
Paflkge, evidently fignifie$ to pronounce guilty, and 
obnoxious to Punifhment. By Parity of Reafon, to 
jujiify muft denote to pronounce righteous, and in- 
titled to Happinefs. 

What (ays Solomon' & Fatter ? Enter not into Judg- 
ment with thy Servant^ O LORD! Fory in thy 
Sight J JbaU no Man living be jufiifad %* A Maft 
might be pardoned, if judged according to the Te^ 
nour of his own Obedience. But no Man could 
be declared righteous^ in confequence of fuch a Tryal : 
this, before the fupreme Tribunal, were abfolutely 
and univerfally impoffible. 

From all which Paffages I conclude ; That, t» 
he accounted righteous, is different from, is fupe- 
fior to, the bare Remiffion of Sin. Is as our 
Church exprefTes it. Of unjuji to be made juji before 
GOD. 

Vol. IL D Ther. 

• Job xxvii* 5. Vos juftos in Causa njifl^a ad^verfus nie 
fronuHtiem. Schult. See the Wwd >p»TafO I/ai. 1. 8-. 
Benzeliiis has, with his ufual Solidity and Corre£tnefs» 
explained the Meaning of ^xoitetTdeu, Eft autem Sigfiifi" 
eatus ilk <vaUe preegnans ; tit quam late pea et Peccatum cum 
Rcatu W Vide, tarn late ex adnftrfo pateat Jullitla. Do- 
mtOHS omne id, qvxt Homo ft, ^judicetury y dicatur }M^}iu 

t I Kings viii. 32. | PfaL cxliii, a. See alfp 

Pfal. U, 6. Hib. JBiL 
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Ther. An thefe Inftances arc feleded from tfid 
Old Teftamcnt. ' The New^ if I mift^ke rtot, fpeaks 
another Language. Confider ttfe Cafe of the peni- 
tent Publican, What does He reqncft ? GOD be 
merciful to me a Sinner ! What docs He bbtain ? Me 
went down to his HoUfi jujlifiei'*. K thcA -"the Pe- 
tition and the Grant may be deemci correfpondettt. 
Pardon arid Juftificaticm muft be reckoned equiva- 
lent.' ■ ^ *' • :': ■ • " 

JJp. The Old and theKfew Tcftameiit arc, in 
their Style and Contents, exaftly correfpondent. 
Echo^ in yonder Cloyftefs, does not more pundliially 
reverberate the Speaker*s Voice, than thofe divme 
Books harmonize with each other. 

It will not follow, from the Publican's Requeft 
and the Publican*s Bleffing, That Pardon and Jiifti- 
fication are the fame. Only, That GOD's Bounty 
frequently exceeds our Prayers, and is larger than 
our Expeftations. 'Or, that the BlefBng which 
was implored, and the Bleffing which was vouch-* 
fafed, are infeparaWy coiinefted, and always ac- 
company each other. 

That they are not the fame, will appear from zh 
Inftance recorded in the New Teftament. The In- 
ftance I niean, of CHRIST znd Barabbas.— Of 
Barabbas the Judge might properly fay ; <« He is a 
*.' notorious Malefaftot. But I acquit Him. I 
" releafeHim." This is Pardon.— Of CJf 5/5 r 
the Judge adukllyfaid ;' I JSnd m Fault hf^aH in 
Hm. To which the Centurion added ; Certainly 
this was, a righteous Man, This is Juftification. 

What I am aflerting, will more evidently appear, 
from that gracious Proclamation, made by the fa- 

. cted 

* Luke xviii. I3> I4» 
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iered Herald j Be it inown unto Touj Men and Bre-^ 
tbreny that through this Man is preached unto Tou the 
Forghenefs of Sins : . and by Him^ all that believe^ 
4ire JUSTIFIED from all Things* Did the captive 
Grecians leap for Joy^ did they rend the very Air 
with their Shouts ? When the Cryer, by Com- 
mand of the Roman Genera^ proclaimed Liberty 
•^wiflied for Liberty to them all? And fhall not 
our Hearts fpring with Tranfport and Gratitude, 
when We hear this Meffage of Mercy from the 
lAmbai&dor of Heaven ! Let Us dwell upon it, a 
foment. It may drop Balm on our Confciences, 
while it yields Argument for our Difputc. 

« Through this SAVIOUR, by his Order and 

.*' in his Name, I propofe to your Acceptance the 

** free, the full) the abfolute Forgivenefs of all 

«« your Sins. By which You ihall be difcharged 

.<* from Guilt; delivered from Puniflimentj and 

** refcued from all the dreadful Confequences of 

** your Iniquities. '*-rIneftimablc Grant ! Yet, in 

the laft CUufe, it proceteds to a Patent of Honour. 

~«« through this JESUS, who is both GOD 

** and Many who was dead and is alive for ever- 

" more, all that believe are justified. The Ver- 

** didl runs in their Favour, THey are pronounced 

** righteous in open Court. Juftice itfelf declares, 

^« They arc without Spot and blarftelefs" 

Ther. If this be Juftification, it is a high Privi- 
lege indeed. Too high, methinks, for finful Man 
to expe<a. 

jf/p. It is too high, infinitely too high, for fin- 
ful Man to attain by any Obedience of his own. 
But not too high for the Righteoufnefs of CHRIS T 
jto procure, nor for the Grace of G OD to confer. 
D 2 —I 
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— I appeal to yourfelf, whether this is not the cuC* 
tomary and obvious Signification of the Woitlv 
When a Criminal has been found guilty, but is 
freed from Punifhment, Wc may»fiiy of fuch ft 
One, « He is pardoned ;" We never fay, " H& 
« is juftiiied." Then only a Pcrfon is juftified; 
when his Righteoufncfs is made clear as the Light. 

This the very Genius of our Language implies, 
and with this the Do<ai^ne of the Apoftle accords. 
St. Paul mentions J Jufiificaiim of Life. Not barely 
an Exemption from the Sentence of Death ; but 
fuch a Juftiiication, as gives a Title * to the Re- 
ward of Life. The Words are very emphatical. 
We fhall injure the Dignity of their Meaning, if 
We ufiderftand them in a more contraded Senfe. — 
Towards the Clofe of the fame Chapter, We have 
another Paflage, rich with Confolatron, and full 
tp our Purpofe. Grace reigneth through Righteoufnefs 
unto eternal Life f. Here, is pointed out the pritne 
Source of all our Bleffings, infinitely free and tri- 
umphant Grace: . ThQ meritorious Caufsy not any 
Works of Man, not any Qualifications of our own, 
l)ut the perfeft Righteoufnefs of our LORD JE- 
S US CHRIS T: The Efe^I or End of all ; which 

is, 

* Rom, V. 1 8. AMxM^ii ^amq eft Declaratto di*vina illa^ 

fta Peecatort Mortis reust Vita adjudicature idque Jure. 
BNGEL. This I take to be the precife Meaning of 
Juftification. Pardon is founded upon Clemency in the 
Judge : JufUfication upon Righteoufnefs in the Party ar- 
jraigned. Where there is afny, though it be but the leaf! , 
Faulty an upright earthly Judge cannot juftify. Much 
lefs will the infinitely righteous Judge of Quick and 
Dead. But Sinners having, in the Obedience of 
tHRISTf a moft perfea RighteoufneA, are juftified, 
idqutjmit and that on Principles of Equity, 
t Rom. V. 21. 
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b) not barely an Abftlution from Guilty but an 
Inftatement in Life ; a Life of holy Communion 
with G O D in this World, to be crowned with 
an eternal Fruition of Him in another. 

Accordingly, eternal Life is called The Hope^ 
i^ot of Forgiveniefs, hut of Righteoufne/s*. And it 
is beftowed, not barely becaufe of Abfolution, but 
hcau/e of Rightetnifnefs' ^ .-^1 think, therefore. We 
have very Sufficient Reafon to diftinguilh, betweeix 
tjie Pardon which delivers from Hell, and the Rigb^ 
teoufnefs which intitles to Heaven. The former does 
by no means, conftitutc the latter ; but is conne£led 
with it, as a Link in the fame Chain ; or included 
in it, as Part of the fame Whole — ^that important 
and glorious Whole, Justification! Which, 
to every poor Sinner, who knows his undone Con- 
dition, muft be incomparably more valuable, thaa 
ten thoufand Worlds. 

Ther. Admitting your Diftinftion to be proper ; 
Is not the Death of CH'RIS% fufEcient of itfelf 
to obtain, both our full Pardon, and our final 
Happinefs i 

Afp. Since my Friend has ftartcd the Queftion^ 
I may venture, with all Reverence to the divine 
Counfels) to anfwer in the Negative : it being ne- 
cc(&ry, that the REDEEMER of Men fliould 
«i/y, as well as fuffer^ in their Stead. — ^For this 
We have the Teftimony of our Church j <« It had 
<* not been enough to be delivered by his Death 
*' from Sin, expcpt by his Refurreftion We had 
«' been endowed with Rightcoufnefs."— For this 
We have the Authority of our LORD; 7hU 
D 3 Cotnmand' 

* Gal, V. 5. f Rom. viii. lo. 
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Commandment J fays He, have 1 received of my PA^' 
THERj that IJbould lay down my Life *. thus tr 
becometh U>, adds He in another Place, to fulfil all 
Righteoufnefs f. — To all which his Apoftle fubjoins i 
that, if We reign in Life^ it muft be, not only 
through thofe Sufferings which expiate, but alfp' 
through that Righteoufnefs % which merits. 

Ther. Our LORD*s Teftimony relates only to 
a pofttive Inftitution, and is quite foreign to youi* 
Purpofe. — ^I have often been difgufted at fuch ftrained 
Applications of Scripture. The Partizans of a Sy.f- 
tcm wreft the facred Book. They deal with divine 
Truth, as the Tyrant Procrufles ferved thofe un- 
happy Creatures, who fell into his mercilefs Hands, 
Is a Text too fhort, to fuit their Defign ? Our Pro-- 
crujiean Expofitors can ftretch it on the Rack, and 
lengthen its Senfe. Is it too full, to confift with 
their Scheme? They can lop off a Limb, fecrete a 
Sentence, or contraft the Meaning. — Is this to re- 
verence the great GOD ? Is this to treat refpedi- 
fully his holy Word ? 

Afp* I have been grieved, I affure You, and dif- 
"gufted at this Praftice, as well as Yourfelf^ A 
Pra<ftice, not only very irreverent, but very inju- 
dicious alfo. • It really prejudices the Caufe, it 
it would unfairly recommend. SuclTa Support is 
like a broken Toothy or a Foot out of joint || ; not 
only unferviceable, but hurtful ; aii Obftruftion, 
rather than a Furtherance. — However, I am not 
confcious of committing any Violence on this Paf- 
fege, or of forcing it into my Service. The Cir- 
cumftance You objeft, rather ftrengthens, than 

- ^ invalidates 

^ John 3r. i8. f Matt. iii. 15. ^ Rom. v. 17. 
II Prov. XIV. I9» 
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inyajidates the Conciufion. If it was fc requifite 
for <mv blel&d MEDIATOR, to obfcrve a pofi- 
iive and temporary Inftitution ; fiow much more 
neceflary, to fulfil thofe moral Precepts, whofe 
Obligation is unalterable and evcrlafting ? At his 
Baptifm, He obferved the former ^ as a Token or 
Earneft, that through his whole Life, He would 
fulfil the latter *. - ' 

Befides ; it fhould be confidered. Whether 
CHRIST'S Sufferings were a complete Satisfac- 
tion to the Law ? Complete they were, with regard 
to the Penalty i not with regard to- the Precept, A 
Diftinftion obvious and weighty. From whence 
arifes the following Argument; which, for once^ 
You will allow me to propofe in the logical Form. 

By what alone the Law was not fatisfied ; by that 
alone Sinners could not be juftified: 

By CHRIST'S Sufferings alone, die Law Was 
hot fatisfied : 

Therefore, by CHRIST^s Sufferings alone, 
Sinners could not be juftified. 
^ But when We join the aSive witfi the paffive 
Obedience of our LORDj when We add, to 
both, the perfeft Sanftity of his Nature 5 how does 
bur Juftification ftand firm, in the fulleji Senfe of 
the Word ! W.e have all that the Law demands, 
both for our Exemption froni the Curfe, and as a 
Title to the Bleffing. 

Ther. Does not the Scripture afcribe the Whole 
of our Salvation to the Death of CHRIST? De- 
livering it, as a never to be' forgotten Maxim in 
D4. Chrif- 

* Xla9a9 itiimoffvtiiift Omnes '^uftitta Partes^ atque adco 
hanc qaoque, caeterarum majofom Arrhabonem. 

BSIVQSL. 
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Cbnftsas)it3i; That fFe have lUiemptkn ibrot^ bis 
£lood *: art brought mar through the Bhod of. 
CHRIST i: nay, that f^e ar^Jufiified (the very 
Point under Debate) through his Blood X-'^^^'OMld 
th« infpircd Writer have affigned thefe various Blef* 
fiiig$ to this om Caufe ; if it had been a Price in- 
adequate to the Purchafe, or a Means infufficient 
to accomplifli the End ? 

J^. This Part of our LORD's meritorious 
Humiliation, is, by a very ufual Figure, put for the 
J^le. The Death of CHRIST includes, ,not 
only his Sufferings, but his Obedience. The Shedr- 
ding of his precious Blood,' was at once the grand 
Inftance of his Suffering^ and the finifhing A^ of 
his Obedience. Jn this Vielur it is confidered, and 
thus it is interpreted, by his own AmbaSador. Who, 
fpeaking of his Divine MASTER, {ays, He was. 
obedient unto Death, even the Death of the Crofs ]. 

By the fame Figure, Faith is fometimes faid to 
be a lively mftuential Perfuafion, That CHRIST 
died for our Sins §i At other Times, it is repre- 
sented as a firm pra6):ical Belief, That GOD hath 
raifid Him from the Dead fl • Neither of which can^ 
^thout the utmoft Contrariety to the Analogy of 
Scripture, be taken in the exclufme Senfe. E^ch A<^ 
muft be underftood, not feparately, but jointly* 

Each 

• Eph. I. 7, t Eph. ii. 13. J Rom. v. 9, 

H PbiU ii. 8, The Original is yt^yj^x ^xiuk ufque ad* 
Not only in Death, but through his whole Life, ea^en 
fM/0 Death. Tiiat fame Principle of Duty to GOD, 
wSich influenced our SAVIOUR'S Life, carried Him 
pta to the lat and greateil A£t of Obedience, his volon* 
iaiy Subniiffion to Death. 

f 1 Con XT. 3. f Rom. x. 9. 
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Each ^s implying 1>oth, or reciprocally inferring 
oxve another. • 

In like manner, ^whcn the Scripture ^fcribcs our" 
Juftification to the Death of CHRIST \ We arc 
not to think, that it would yk afide^. but imply hit 
Obedience. It is not becaufe his aAjve Obedieni^e 
has no Concern, in procuring the Bleffing ; but be- 
caufe his bitter PaiEon was the moft confpicuous^ 
%nd the completing Stage of his ever-glorious Un- 
dertaking. Then, and not till then. He could truly 
fay; FATHER, I ..havi finijbed the Warky Thou 
gavfft me U do ** . 

Tber. According to your Account then, it (hould 
bp poifible for a Man to have all his. Sins pardoned, 
)rct not attain to complete Juftification. Which is as 
contrary to f^^und Senfe, and true Divinity^ as to 
imagine, that Crookednefs may be removed, and 
the Obje£l:*not become ftraight. 

J/p. No, Theroh. I only apprehend, that Par^ 
don does by no Means exhajnit the whole Nature of 
Juftification. For which! have a better Warrant 
than my own Apprehenfion. He was delivered^ fan- 
our Sins^ and rofe again for our Jiiftification. ^' O 
" moft comfortable Word, faith our Church, ever .^ 
" more to be borne in Remembrance I He died tp 
*^ put away Sin> this is one P.art of Jufiific6tion\ 
** He rofe again to endow Us with Rightcouf- 
*« nefs f." This is the other Part. 

According to my Account, it is impoiTible, that 
the aftive and paffive Obedience of our R E- 
DEEMER fhould be disjoined. To whomfo- 
.ever the one is imputed, from Him tlie other is not 

with- 
• John xvii. 4. 
\ For this, and the preceding Quotation; fee Our 
ft mify on the Kefurre^ion* 
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witfc-held. They were undivided in CHR IS T the 
i]Iuftriou5 Head ; and they are undivided in their 
Application to his myftical Body. As CHRIST 
in firffcring obcyed> and in obeying fufFered ; fo, 
whoever receives CHRIST as an Atonement, 
jrecerves Him alfo as a Righteoufnefs. 

This has been obferved before ; and if this be real 
T^&y what an inejitmabfy precious Gift, is the Gift 
of CHRIST! Never was the moft fovereign Re^ 
rctdj^ fo admirably fuited to any Malady, as this- 
fe adapts to our neceffitous and miferable State. 
In fTIM may We be found, living and dying ! How 
fefc, how happy then ? — Let me not weary your 
Patience, if I repeat a Paflage from our excellent 
Df. hightfo&t^ Which, though artlefs and remark- 
ably fimple^ has very much affedled ipy Mind j 
and, I hope, will leave fome valuable Impref- 
iion on' my Friend's. *' Juftification, fays that 
** judicious Divine, is a Man's being interefted 
« \n all CHRIST'S Righteoufnefs. And if any 
" Thing is to be longed /or, fure that is, to be in-j 
«* tereftcd in all CHRISTs Righteoufnefs." 

Tber. You don't weary my Patience j neither do 
You fatisfy my Doubts. For You take no notice 
of the jfbfitrdiiy obje£ted, and the Comparifon which 
enforces it. 

A/p. Ydur Comparifon, my dear Friend, is ndt 
founded on a parallel Cafe. Neither Senfe, nor Phi- 
lofophy find a Medium, between the Removal of 
Crookednefs, and the Succeffion of Straightnefs. But 
Rcafon difcerns an apparent^ and Revelation main- 
tains an impcrtant Difference, between the Pardon 
of Sin, and a Title to Life. This has already been 
, proved from Scripture; and is, tp me at leaft, evi— 
3 dent 
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dent from the, very Nature ef Things, If a King, 
in favour of fome condemned Malefaftor, revoke 
the Sentence of Death 5 this is one very con- 
fidcraljle A21 of Clemency. But if He pleafes to 
make tfie pardoned Criminal, a Partaker of hiji 
Kingdom, or an Heir of his Crown; this fureljr 
lis a new, and a much higher Inftance of xx)yal 
Bounty. • 

Since You infift upon a Bimilitude^ the Word of 
G O D^ which always fpeaks with confummate Pro^* 
priety, will furiiifli Us with one. Zecbariah illuf- 
ttates the Doftrine of Juftification. He reprefiaitsi 
the Sinner by a Perfon arrayed in filthy Garments^ 
His Pardon is defcribed by taking away this fordid 
Appard, By which Benefit, He ceafes to be defiled 5 
yet is He not hereby clothed ; yet is He not hereby^ 
juftified. This is an additional Blefling ; fignified 
by putting on Change of Raiment *, and wearing 
beautiful Robes. — Here, the Circumftances tally. 
The two conftituent Parts of Juftification, are fc- 
verally difplayed, and ftrongly marked. Here We 
have the Removal of Filth, and the Acceffion of 
rieauty ; that which frees Us from being abhorred, 
. and that which renders Us accepted. Which, though 
diftinguifhable in themfelves, and diftinguiflied by 
the facred Writer, are always united in the divine 
Donation. ' 

After all, I readily acknowledge, that the Cle- 
mency of an earthly Sovereign, the Proceedings of 
an earthly Tribunal, or the Gen^rofity of an earthly 
Benefador, are but partial and inadequate Repre- 
ientations t)f this wonderful Affair. Becaufe, in 
the Cafe of juftifying a Sinner, all is abfoluteljr 

free, 
^ Zccl*. iii. 3, 4, 5* 
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ffcc^ yet all is ftriftly due: ahfchitely free^ with re- 
^eft t^ unworthy Man ; ftri^ly due^ with regard 
to the Merits of CHRJSX-. 

TbiT. Dut to CHRIST— This Kotion, I fiip- 
pofe, is founded upon a Covenant ; a chimerkal Co- 
venant, tb^t CH^/ST' would take upon Him the 
Obedience required .from Man, of \v:hich there is 
- not the leaft Intimation in holy Scripture. 

Afp. That CHRIST undertook every Thing 
neceflary^ to redeem /c/Sf Sinnns from Death and 
Hellj evejpy Thing nqceffary, to procure for at^ 
taitU^d Rebels a Title to Life and Glory ; this can- 
not be reckoned chimerical. - This muft be as real, 
<a$ that loft Sinners are redeemed, or attainted Re- 
l|ela reftor^d> Every Proof of the one, proves and 
eftabliflies the other, . This is what We call a Co- 
venant', and, from its benign $Iaturej The Co- 
venant OF Grace. 

Without undertaking this,, I fee not how our 
tORD could fuftain the Charader of a SURE- 
TY J nor, without fulfilling it, how He could exe- 
cute the Office of a REDEEMER.~And I be- 
lieve. You yourfclf will be at a lofs to fliew, with 
what Kind of Juftice the Eternal FATHER could 
% * our Iniquities on the innocent JESUSj un- 
lefs He had confented to be anfwerable for our Guilt. 

Ther. This is no Anfwer to my Objeftion. I faid 
•i—and it has been aflerted by a very eminent and 
able Pen — that there is no Intimation of any fuch 
Covenant in the whole Scriptures, 
. Jifp. What then can be' the Meaning of thofe 
remarkable Words, in the Prophecy of Zecbariah ? 

« • Ifai. liii. 6. 

4. 
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The Cotmjil ef Peace Jhall be between them both ♦. 
Here, I tfiink, the Covenant is mentioned, and the 
Parties are fpecified. — Tl)e Counfel of Peace^ if I mif- 

take 

• Zecff. vi, 12, 13. Thefe two Verfes contain a bHef, 
but very fine Defctiption of the R ED £ EM E R ; of hit 
Perfon, his Office, and his GJory; together with thfc 
all-gracious Caufe, and ever-bleiTed Fruit of our Re- 
demption. 

His Per/on : He is the Man ; or, as the Hehreav im- 
ports, the real^ but at the fame Time, the illufirious Man, 
^ — WTjofeNameh tie SRJNCH; being the new Origin 
' of a new Race; the Father of a fpiritual Seed, who arc 
Children, not of the Flelh, but of the Promife. — A 
Branch that fhall fpring, not from a common Root, 
not from any human Planting, but vrVinD /rem under 
Him/elf I being born of a pure Virgin, and by the Power 
of his own SPIRIT, He ihall be both Stock and Stem 
to Himfelf. 

His Office: It is to build the Temple, the Church of the 
Bled; which is the Houfe of the living G Ol>. In/ 
which He dwells, and by Whom He is worfhipped. 
- Laying the Foundation of this fpiritual Edifice in his 
Crofs, and cementing it with his Blood. — Which He 
Ihall rule as a King^ alter having redeemed it as a Prieft ; 
uniting the facerdotal Cenfer wiOi the regal Diadem, and 
being a Prieft upon his Throne. Hence proceeds his Glory: 
.Eqr, lUtftands not, like other Priefts, ofFeiing daily the 
' fkme Oblations ; but having, by one Sacrifice, obtained 
eternal Redemption for Us, is fit down at the Right- 
land of the MAJESTY on High. 

What is the Caufi of thefe great Ever.ts ? What, but 
that moft facred and auguft Convention, the Council of 
Peace? Which was fettled bet-ween them both; between 
the LORD JEHOVAH on one Hand, and the 
Man whofe Name is the JSRJNCII on the ©then- 
Called a Council, from the.cn tire Confcnt, which a»^uated 
each Party; and the tranfcendent Wlfdom, difplayed ip 
the whole Scheme, — The Council of Peace, becaufe of 
its fovcreign Efficacy, to make Peace with an offended 
GOD, Peace in the accufing Confcience, Peace among 
Peopb of jarring Tempers and difcordant Principles. 
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take not, figaiiies the myfterious and unfearchabfo 
Contrivance, formed for the Recovery .of ruined 
Man. — Formed and carried into Execution, by. the 
LORD Almighty, or GOD the FATHER; 
and that illuftrious Perfpn, who is to build the Tetn-^ 
fky and bear tbt Ghry. A CharaiSler, which None 
can claim ; a Talk, to which None is equal 5 but 
the bleffed JESUS only. 

In P/alm the xlth, the Conditkns of the Covenant 
are circumftantially recorded. Which were the 
Incarnation, Obedience, and Death of the eternal 
SON: J BoAy haji Thou prepared me^ Lo! I come 
to do thy Willf and to. offer one Sacrifice for Sin *.— 
The Accomplijhment of thefe Conditions, is alledged 
and pleaded by our great MEDIATOR, in the 
Introdudlion to his laft. folemn Prayer f- What 
He implores, in the Procefs of his Supplications, 
may be looked . upon as the Recompence j, decreed 
Him by the FATHER, and ftipulated in this 
magnificent Treaty. — Imfhres^ did I fay ? 'Tis very 
obfervable, that our LORD mdkts z Demandy ra- 
ther than a Requeji. The Expreffion is not «p(JIfi>» 
but dtKa II. A Word of Authority, not of Suppli- 
cation. He claims what, by the FATHER'S 
Engagement,, and by his own Obedience, was be- 
come his unqueftionable Right. 

Here are the Parties of the Covenant ; the Condi- 
tions of the Covenant ; the Performance of the Co- 
venant i and the Reward, which, by virtue of fuch 

Per- 
• Heb. X. 5, 7, 12. - t J<>hn xrii. 

X This Recompence is fpeclficdandpromifed, in ano^- 
. ther authentic Copy of the fame grand Treaty, regiftered 
Ifai, xlix. I — 6. 

II Not I hg, but I av«/ir. John xvIL 24. Sic 'volo,. Jk 
fuLea* 
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Performance, is merited, is claimable, is 4ue. All 
this, I {hoUld imagine, amounts to an Inujjuaim,suaii 
fpitiewhat more than an Intimation of the Covenant. 

Ther. Thiis You call the Covenant of Grace : But 
if We are juftified by CHRIS Ts fulfilling of the 
Law, We are juftified by Works* So that, bcSote 
You can ftrike out fuch a Way of Salvation, Yoa 
muft contradi£f Yourfelf : And, what is more advea^f ' 
turous. You muft abolifli that fundamental Princi- 
ple of the Gofpel ; By the Worh ofihtLaw^ fisM 
n$ Flejh be juflifieJL 

Jfp. We arey I grant it, juftified by Works. But 
whofe ? The Works of CHRIS T^ not our own. 
—This is very far from contradifting Ourfelves j 
equally far is it from abolifliing, what You call a 
** Principle of the Gofpel.'* Which, though aa 
undeniable Truth, is not an evangelical Dodrincu 
Becauie, it only fhews Us our miferable State, and 
the utter Impoflibility of relieving Ourfelves, 
Whereas, nothing is genuine Gofpel .% but what 
fpeaks Comfort, and adminifters Recovery. 

Between the Covenant of Works, and the Cove- 
nant of Grace, this, I apprehend, is the JDifferenoc. 
In the former, Man was to obtain eternal Life, by 
his perfonal Obedience. By the latter, the Obe- 
dience -of his Surety is accepted, inftead of his ow3U 
The Rightepufnefs required by both, is uatjiacere^ 
but . complete ; not proportioned to the Abilities of 
fallen Man, but to the Purity of the Law, and the 
Majefty of the LAWGIVER.— By this Means, 

the 

' • The GoJpeU prccifely confidered, and as it ftands ih 
•CofitradiftindHon to the Lanv^ is the I>o£):r!net)f Pardcm 
and Life through JESUS CHRIST; through his SadA 
fa6lion and Rightcouiiaefs, freely prefented to loft Sin- 
ners, and freely to be applied for their Salvation. 
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the Olcry^f ^OODsaa a* |rttfui:abvei%%i;^^^ 
the Glpry of hi^ Lsiw as an.iiiiv^kMe gfyftmy) aw 
einiirel; prefehred ud iljta&^oil%^<l% - Tto 
Salvation of SiRliei:a» neither diiflico.With t|ie*7mth, 
not interferes with^ the Juftioe of llie Sopreme I>£« 
GISLATOR. Oii<rfh^pofitfttrjr, it4>eco«»es^ 
fiiiibful94KitiHfi "i^i^ocediire oJf4h^ff^ High GOJP, 
to juftify jBTw /i/?^ h^efffHhm JESUS. 

I'heK Wh£a:Youinakethis^DifiiratK:«ii)iti»eM 
the Jtwo CoveiHiptsy .where is y^^r j Authbrky Aom 
Scrifmire ? Which of the faci^ed Writ«r# Jiavetauglrt 
ITs^ that> though one demanded ferfonal, llie piher 
is content with vkarhus Obedieaee ? ■ '»' 

jtfp. Vf\^Qhl—Thihftjrhree. Themoft emj^. 
Jient Hijdorian \ the moft enraptured Poet ; andth^ 
iiioft zealous Preacher. I need not inform You, 
thtt i mean A/^, D^ivid, send P/tul. • ^ 

The Tcftimony of J><jwV has already been recitedv 
^^^Mojes gives Us a concife, bat very inftruflivo Ac* 
coupt of the fccond Coveaant. With Whomy accord* 
ing to his Reprefentation, was it made ? Not witlt 
Adam^ or any of his Pofterity ; but with the LORD 
JESUS CHRIS Ty in the Room and Stead of 
both- , None of the Articles are propofed to a poor, 
impotent, ruined Creature. It is not a Law of 
Commandments, but a free Promife only, that 
muft afiFord Relief in a fallen State. Therefore the 
whole Burdenis configned over to the interpofing 
SAVIOUR, fignificantly dcfcrihtdhyrtbeSeei 
cf the iVomm. It is not faid, • " * Thy bcft Endcar- 
••^ vours, O Aiam^ thy true Repentance and fincere 
" Obedie/tce, Ihall retrieve this fatal Mifcarriagej' 
« but, tbiSitioftheWmanJhaUhruifeiUSiffenN 

HiaL 
♦ I Joha i. ^ 
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« Btmt^. The SON of die MOST HIGH, 
«• byUftSng thy Nature, fubniitting to thy Obli- 
«« gatidiis^ and fufferihg Death for thy Sins, HE, 
<* even HE ftall fully repak thy Lofs.*^ 

CHRISH'y We fee, undertook to execute the 
Conditions. CHUIS TwM' our Reprcfcntative in 
this great Tranfaiftion. For which Rcafon He is 
ftyled by St. pMU'Thi^fmni Mm fy and the Surety 
9f a'Mmr Covmant J.— Olii' Help being laid upon 
ONE, that \$ fd mighty I upon ONE, that is (b 
fai^al ; the Ocwmaat is £nd to be. In all Things 
Will 4rdirHt^d fun ||. Admirably WQil ordered in- 
deed, for the Comfort of iStkt ChriJHany and the Se- 
curity of his Salvation*.-—** 'Tis true, may He ar- 
** gtic, I cannot fulfil the Conditions ; and 'tis 
** equally true, that no fuch Thing is required set 
« my Hands. The LORD JESUS CHRIST^ 
** of liis adoraWy rich Goodnefs, has performed all 
*« that was eonditional $ ; and has eftabliflied, for 
** me and for his People,' a vaHdTHU to the Prd- 
** mlfes f , the Privileges, and— ^ y*, 

* Gen. iii. 15. t 1 Cor. 3cv. 48. % Hcb. 

vii, 22. II 2 Sam. xxlii. 5. . 

§ WitfiuSf inftead of rtfprefenting the Covtngnt of Grace 
as a chtmericalThxTxgi moft afFedtionately and cKarniingly 
difplays its Excellency ; Si fukftutm ergd tttietftlffSma Con^ 
fiderativte dignum cenferi debetUt fane id Fadus Gratia efi* 
Hie Via oftenditur ad mtliprem terrefiri Paradifum^ ^ adcer» 
iierem flahiUoremque FseUcitatem^ ea qua Adamm eacddxt. 
Hie meva Spes ferditis M^rtalihns allutet, qme eo grafior effi 
Met 9 quo imxfpeSatior oh^enit. Hie Cofidiiiones offeruntur^ 
quihus a^erna Salus annexa eft ; Conditiones mn a N^iis rur^ 
Jus frdtftandee^ qttcd Animtm deffondere factret ; fed ab £ O, 
f«^ Fila mn excedet^ antequam vere dixerii^ Confumma- 
tum eft. De Oecon. Lib. II. Cap. i. 

f Therefore the Apoftle ufes this remarkable Expref- 
fion. Covenants of Promifi^ Eph. ii. tz^-^Covenants, in 

Vol. IL . E "^ 
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' Then ^^<\\tB'Mtttixpif\B9X^A:tr^ 
/«i vtioh toij^aicai ]>«)ty..?*¥d?ttl:eiiiebit^^^ our 

^ . i^i^.Na, amy iF»ieto4aj. CHA /&r atsnt^SoA^^cb- 

the uttermoft, in hi^ oWfl {^fotl^ '^j^ lidb^ttlfo 

whioh doiie can onabU we9d(L^€oyrut»inCi%|iKintt^iatt> 
^cld ficc€peaU«OJ>d4jl^n6tt.-^TbdugH Wi(£4l^ 

though He aI\r.ay6j/£rMlir>Uis ungo4if^<|iNh«i Ho^jUC- 

abotiiinaUe Slate. Qa: tbe» «o«itrafy<^ ^ffc ^Amt^^ 
iiem, ua^ bf ih^ very Gw^^^^ffi^^nS^^ 

to deny all t^odlinefi atui «wiil5jr:Xfl^1^v:\^^ i. :»f^) 
' Pray, le« Us cpiifiler ^itt T^nour ^^b^l^l^ 

Confequencc^.-^f* I a4llf$t n^iJc^p^i^ o^r 
'^^'Minds^ iind en theif^ Hed9iU<^^Hi Ituritiithftk^* 
^^^ Tbcy fliall ilifc«m- iuch' a Beauty ai« ©lor^^n 
*< my Preicepts, as will ^ngige-theit De&rds^^flflld 
*<* \^in their Affea:ion8. So tliat it lb«d^ n^ifew^gfer 
i^ be Hii^r JBurd^y bu^ their J3«£^^/^i.erett^^ir 
•V > a <« jJicat 

«Afe;j)luraI Number. B«ca«ft* a^ftumfte^ a^aCmdiy 
• lame V and inanifi^fted.iQ j^lyj^fe^Maafiew*' liTh^iigk 
the Subftance 0/ each.wM on^ ^ad itha- fiin«* »#»f3y 
CfiriR/.S?'»^Cove3Q«at8^» not of:j»up«aK3oiiiOTS,)^t 
«of abfoluie Gwcr ; bc«jmft.the.>Bldfi^ftf.wW J^t f^- 

^ofed OA the Foot «ftotWigatory Cciaidtttoas, . baj/by 
Way of free Grant, ©r unc<]m4itional Pw^ift.o; I/wfS he 
their GOD.; /%/«// be my People, y«r- xw* 3^1 
* Matt. V. 17. f Tit, iv iz. { Heb^ viii. lo. 
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i-« tJPHtfijR' i«3»b¥cii.'WiTliie, You will own, 

j^ fifaAnol HvOfy 'in its moftiperfi^ F<»m; Afi4 

'T<hisii^oii&3eAe&tofidiftCoYfAitht ;. one oi theffri- 

' tE^0»ritefeB^rfr^ that die Purckafi 

-^{^»JEfkMtA tbr Yoa i^t meiy; 0ioald be xtAon^ the- 

c (for U$ filclin the Ei^ojpn^iit. ■ 

r 1" ]Ift)vTofte»f is i^i^t WjpftkrSwmife aiged. a5 ,aii Ar- 

jptfpflblesjMiftakQ^^ o^.ftlP^ .^isegjous Fallacy : ta 11 

; ^hpjNtfsd vSeptaiiion: <^ Tbiilgs, Whiieh are abfo* 

;li|t3l^ jfllisparalde^ .1 sieaii^' our Jufti&^tion and 

:0mSsai^i&tsLUen ^^mYoa arc a Pbilofgpher, ?*<- 

.:^vi^ >lli7^/i£¥ai» oatt ftpiirat^i^.&rvmjri frpm the 

/ifttooB^iQc iffitffrfnon^ihe Fife. If thefe Bodies and 

their eJenriatPxifp^mt 'if tbefe Caiif^a and their 

^mffivyEiS^^.im k^S!^HL\Ay cpjanieaed > fo are 

ta gemuhfi iF«M(^ fo^a'tonftifi^ipu^ Qbedienoe^ 

nEb i^ipofe;thei^^difenit\^^ lis aaxcMotrary tofinind 

i>9viiiit]^j>^ te'woiil&t^ ooitearjr to true PWlofo- 

.pby^ if .y«u;(hfl»di.tal^ Swbftancc 

diat.bttl A<i^ Wiljrmttlit lOr of a felid Subftan^e that 

Ifas no Wirigbt«-iTNeiri«r therefore, my dear Friend, 

lejieat tiu9 %le Pfajefiiaoi never propagate this 

E a un*»- 

• &*.$arf;idr/i4. i€fff'Uso. iCijr. vi.n. Where 
Aelb Blej&igtwaUc/Hand in Xiand ; and never au^f» 
ncvft 'wiili tOf^r^uu be pareedc No mbrc, than the ^ 
dclicions SeebM» can be ibpanated from the beaQtiful ' 
gloomy «f the Jk<fcfe or Carnaxkni. Let the Flower be 
expanded, andcW Rmg^atvce tranrpt-es. Let Jaftifica- 
tion take Place, aftd/under a Senfe of this delightful 
Privilege^ tte> Hfeart U pdiificdi the Life i« rcaificd ; 
the whole Man fandiikd. 
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vngroundetK* CAaidun;) £>r.^o^ i divil, which 

-1, /'n-.',' .1/. f /-v . '! :;niuiri 10 TJiinnt/i twdv oJ gmoTob 




'JE S US, and Thou Jhdlli^^fiMdi ! • 

»' rjghj^ PJa^i?. jt^ will jafcify mp.pad my: CQl^di^Q-:-. if^ ^ 
•*' a oiTw ohe, it will prove, that y6u'{)Tame you linqw 



•j*. thai)5to^ceit{urc.©th«r^,A' i - ^ > -i '• 1 J \ I J U U 

^cTcrw proceeded. «.^ Salvatipn Iw CiT-R/Sr lP2»«$x,PQt 
•* only a EfeTjVcrance from the Gwi/, Wt alfi) rrbtn the 
<• FiJ'Wfy- t>f Sift ;■ ^i ^V*r eiRl^a by *i!^k bRtWdT6i^ 
** . m^. M^ gM'di l^m/elfifl¥ Uif^ ^thta, Roaring jrefdic^ 




Ji^ving Enjoyment of th^fe' BlefliriVs,' rethem i^f j^i* 

'* World, that bj|r teaching thcfe DoArines, I pi;fUn£}tt{ 
** the Caufe of Liccntioufnefs, And You will be juft as 
** raiidnal^ juft as ca^did^ juft as sAis^^ ^ if ^ypu, Repaid 
** affirm; That, when your Houfe.wasjn. Flanfies^the 
** tiremen, by playing the Engine, and pbiiritt^ I'rt wa- 
^ tet; btii^t tiie^Bttlldlrig to the Gi^uUdi tBok faid^ybar 
*^ Fjui'nitare io M^ts^A 
.. Thc^m^ji^fiy b 

preciate the Tfuth !. , , ^ r c -t 

tW grtat^touty of a Sinner, and tJilk ojf ** scftrtiivnp: 
5* tuous inaAive Reliance^ oft the Blood and Merits of 
** QmiAT,\' -, ^^3uch is, mere IiK;qn£(lcDpyvj ^ Mttd(j 




.X .H U O Lt J A i ij 

Obic£Hon is not fatisfied. I was obfcrving thit; ^i 
<?3?aii)g to your Manner of ftating the AflFair, Salva- 

'i^Woy^r^tbe:Wiork«i<rfj|hbTL^w;^lK^ 

^feiVaWs^t^^^ that We art^jtinrfi^d^ 

^5f v¥ iV^ot^s,^ ja to cpnfjrur)^ tl^e Dmiercnpe Jacrx 
tween the Law and thc^o^^i* * 




l-lgH^M&^?fs^ j1)jf>xW<ph.>Ve (axe jAittiliqH* i^^Jatl^ 
kg0i^o\teyaAgdiiC9lij i&^^tf^ifiKf^ GHRiS'Ti^ 
Whd, Wife i^lKte^der' iW L^w,' that He m^ght tjfeejj|' 
^i^5^' eomitlijLi^di; . [Ev/iftgelhaty: \ti'Ti^'^&: fo- Ds. 
Y'lviiVVi^ i^^t Ourfelyjpa,. but btlieve in the. grcai* 
F U L ? I L L E R of ail RigbitoufniSfe—Thifi^ i* 
rti\)fc1i^^f t*ie»«aifie Nat^te^ Wkh ^hat othei^ rtK^^n- 
t64sr;IJMlnaidn^ in' I?lvte5ty^ SalyatioivVi,^' fr^^^^^ 
giVFn:*'J^Jt <J/5vly tfpU^^ ^ ^r^^/>^<V», wuh,regir4 
toi^s^ v<fr«rfK ^i^hh\ irflth'. regard- to OHRi^StT: 
So,^ AVfe^^l^'itiftifit^^^jy Wb^k* ■'^ff -¥oli Jbak - ft>rH 
%yai;rt9-ouy'f :;\\re>re;juftififd without, 

Wjo'ifcfii, iif' Yoiij?aA a'«;l^fpa6iiv£„Vic\v on Oi^r- 

. infer^x wiis fev&fvjing tfeefe Pbinff iithrs M«id.^ 
. --r^,^?i^!i?^lf^etafli9rtl^^ renewed the Dii- 

^^ffSfi^Jifcniwr.^q^ whether my.EiriPn4.ri8 X^^^' 
ing to my Arguments, or icai-chin^ after iOtjftc*' 
tten'^} deliberating upon a Gaprtii^tfbrf,' or^ihuf- 
t^rjn^.)ijs, Kor^'es.jfpr a frefh S^^ty^'^ " |j(p>xcvej-^; leC 

ftelhnce'thfere xpaytfe. Iftt; whtosvcr Reiiance isnaK 
it tttigt be frefiMptkoiis^ bceatifeit has Cf <>E>»s ^Word 
ftr Ttj Warrant ; it will not be wa^ive, fino^ it is a 
Conncaion with CHRIST the living Head. 



7a til AhObXJ t ± 

me take this Opportunity of dropping a HIijit^;^n^ 
%g^mg a Caution. ..^^ ^, ,. ^^, . . "^^ " 

,Th^ grand. Ro^fon^ whif h JAclijties lonie «o])k 
tQ.reje£l .tbU^CQipfprtable Doftrine, U^s coiKcated, 
if not in ain abfolifte Disbelief of pur LQRD*s eter- 
nal Glory'^and GOD HE A 6, yet in.i^fcttle^ 
Apprpbenf^pivs of it, or an habitual j[i^^tt€ntipntc* 
it.— If our S A V 1 6 U r! was not really G O J^^. 
as fo^nff Writj:rs, unhappily miftakei^ themfelvp«, 
endeavour to pcrfuadej the WqrUj it would-be^ 
i;ea(onablp f raSice, and entirely confiftent with their 
Skhcme,tadifavo)v thtel^putjktioiiof his. Rig^epuf- 
l|e($. Becanfe, upon fuch a Su^pppfitio/i, his Obe- 
dience, was noxpore than bpunden Dujy j in which 
thereppuld not be the leaft Pretence to Merit,, and 
Tirhich could be profitable to Nonts but Himfelf.-T*- 
Wheregis, if We verily heli&rp Him to be the incar- 
n^ G OPi his Submiffion to the Law becomes an. 
A<3 of w/»ff/^y Huipiliation. Which Circumftanc^. 
tpgether wilh the trar^cendem pi^nity of his Merlon, 
render hi$ Obedienccj pot meritorious only, but inr 
e;xpreffibly and ir^mtely meritorious. , ; . ' 

. As the Blood. of CHRIST is called G O D's 
ffoun Blued *i fo the Obedience of CHRISTw^s 
pqformed in the PerfoQ of that adorable IJ^E- 
D I AT OR, who is G O D over all f. He afted 
through the whole Courfe of his Life, and iuffered 
Death at the lafl:,- not merely as Main, but as 
GOD-Man; as JEHQYAH-JEStJS; IM- 
M A N U E L. — ^Let me entreat You to rememlipr, 
ever to remember this, ammporUnt Article of our 
Faith. Apd may the blefled Si^lRIT of Wif^ 
^om- give U^. an.iJnderftanding,. to know jhe 

'. ' weighty, 

♦ Afts 3CX. 28. t ^Q^' ix. 5. 



weiMitilr^fTtbe extenfive Influence of fo gloridus a 
jrjir. Fai; be H from tqe, tO' &et6gztt \ 



tO' (terogatfe from £he 
or to de- 



w^j (liU fall &ort, unmeafu'rably Ihoft, bftUdfieitl 
WojFtJi .''-^BurtHiS.tfonriderationietiiis to rAcrcfafe the 
5/lt)^^dlt^'o0'diiP^l^^^^^^^ For;' if CHRIST'S 
krgbteoufnefs^, ^h"vgry'^i^t€6afi^t{s''ht jmptited'5 
ihch.'Hh^riikBdiWrikfe dJtdgCtfiifer afe righteous, 
as CHiff^f .liirtitrtP.- Whiteas,'iPYou maifi- 
taiii, 'tfef 'lii^^ JEligRrt^o'uffifefe fe Hnpiftcfd' only as fo 




Wy , to fall f6ul Mpcitt Charyhdit 
Will'cirive iTs iipo^^ Mc^hbdi'Svfiidifis mfiifflcfent, 
unn^cefial-^, and^appareritiy abfurd. —Irfuffiaent. 
F'or, ijf ' orffiKtb Jfuf?aicarioirj, ttiat muft be iflo^ted, 
which;aniWeVi thfe t)^emaiids^bf theXawi Now 
nothing 'can "do this, biii tjle Rfghtftd'ufrteft, the 
K^irf.JtigKtcpufilfefslpjt CHRIST. ^'Who, byWs 
pcrfqai QB^Aiejpce, U^th/EndofiheLawfor Righ- 
thufi^Js^-T^ What art the ElFeds of thi 

RED|^li:iXl1^R1i Rijghteoiirncfs? P^^^^ 
anci Juffffication of our Pefforf$. When thfe Righ- 
tcoufn^fs of CHRIST is imputed, 'We have Par- 
ion. We ^aye JutfJfica.tion* Thcfe therefore heed 
not be imputed, 'bdcaufe they arc poffcfle<l; pof- 
fefled, zf.thent}/tr'M\\hgEff^ iti 

the K^EDi:^J\^E)^l5 Righteoufedrs;-^Si^ 
tion is inoihk/Eff^A or Fruit of CinVISTs RigK* 
ttoutteft.^ ^urio*r*ftii^n^''WouiditbcV to t!il|t 

-'^ ': E4 of 



7?. ^ ^hi^^^d^. ?^a 

»ot^?{i^ %^^:m^'^!^^^if&^ no? ciii , J a U M 

fee cof^/ijiec^^^^^ j;^qv«ptd PiArl«*(r*i? 

perhaps , v^ith Ac, niCTQfe,',ift4 4»<afflff Tfiufi^^ffe of 

Ar|umw)ta'tfw^^^^^ ^, ^^, ^«.v/> ,; ,it .<.*/{ oj-aPfti 

iftuft'cpnFers, your AigUJqf^Qjp|^p\Mem]^ 

lijttle upon tlie ^ti5^ , , p/^: ,, ; j . r.f V 

Tclfeye yojir AjtfiDtioA s , by .J^vi^g f familiar aUrf. 
.cQwiforubJeView of thi^;^i:e;it.T^^faaiw., »|tts& 
reprcfqntcdaii Scripturp, undef ,tke,Forw tdf « ju^ 
•didal Brod^s* , GOD fHiipfipif is t^c: Ji*^guiBf^' 
conceivably holy tx> abhor, and in^MciWy . jtuft^^to' 
putiifli:Sifi. ., A, Tribunal is crc.£te4, ti^d ififiadbed' 
with .thjs. Mot^ ; MEwiUrjud^e.the. S^&^t/^/Meni 
afjd[ti^illJn^mwJk 4eqr.thc ^(auil^^c ThU^BcifeiK' 
fuj(n.in9(\?4' ^9 ^V^^^> ^c ^AA^^i {Otd'^WsiCbibtenJ 
T'bc^^jicufers, w» ;tl?P Pf/cc?pt$ 0if!4:h«5^Law^;{the 
.Ypiceof CojifcieAce, ami th/e^TipnabptorTofithkiBoBi^ 
threru'fSaj^^^ ,tiiefe adv^ftpe,^andl^mig« tht 

CJiarg^vi^h^j Charge. of Gjuijtg hcjri?idy,iiggravdtfiid, 
damnableGuilt. Tb^ Qhajr ge js^pifbved; fiafividcncei 
by.tsjn^tHoufooA thoi^f^nd Fa^asi. ia aWbliitdy .uh* 
dejsMabfe>,. Wb^t^can liicPrifonerdb? Heihasi^a^ 
thing to alipdgp ip iiis own D^feiice.. ' Haw dtfmb 
with ^Qonviifyon^ ^drfpovered v/rth-Confufipn;.^ 
Nqvt ^j;i;%<f;ti^4xp€^ thoS«iU«nceirfjCottdeih-^ 
9^tipn*.and tbe.fijcff^ifln.of Vengeances iB^c a» 
tju^, Hour q^JNced, a ^fugCv^s provided byG^i^^ 
neb and ii:^ beyond all Imagination, JESUS 

CHRIST 
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NUEL, the Son of 'GOD, and Son of Man, 
flfdils hid Gtoifer *«^'llMivcr Hte'ftoW Deftruc- 
* ti6^M aift his Stirct^. I have ihaAc a full Atone- 
^iheiiti^'^I haVc* Brought m a'complete Rightcouf- 
^ nefs/^i-^his Mca, coming from z iivlne and 
infinite Perfon, is allowed to be valid/ [Coming 
ft<*¥i'the Re|]/refehtWlve and Surety of the Sinner, 
ii admktfed^on his Behalf. This is Imputation.^^, 
Then follow the Effefts of divine Imp^tatl6ri. A 
Shsntoflbe is pr<Miounced in the Sinnert Favour ; ab- 
/blVJUg-'tffin from all Guilt; releafing Him from 
«ll Penalties; dctlaringHim approved of GOD, 
^ emitted to Heaveh. This is Jt/JItficatun.'^ 
TWhorthtiHt*^ SPIRIT convinces theSinnerJ 
li0wc;ii|i(f:k He ftahds in heed of this BlefSiig; 
teacibedrHim tO'fee ^hnrly^ that it is perfe<ftly free 
for 'fti^ Acceptance; and enables Him, by Faith 
unfbrgnfidv to apply it unto Himfelf; then He' is 
Partaker ^f theOiftyH^ is ju/ifieifJ Making coh- 
ttdsal Uie of ih^s uhfp^iikable Benefit, He knows, 
t^attHe is poffiid from Death unto Life; and by 
this Knowledge, He is renewed ♦,' He UJan^tJleJ. . 
. This 'Viewwlll, I truft, ' both relax your At- 
tention^ and comfon y<iuV Heart. 

^Hbf^.^ I am obliged to You, Afpafto^ for your 
IlWlralioiu But ftili the ©ifflculfy remains. To 
iUuiftratCvis one Thinfej' to demonftratc, Vs ano- 
ther- .The Lights Whioli fiiews mte the Colour of 
a Moiftntkins does n^r^rferAdvc it^ffom my1*athi.' 
If CHRJM's very Rightebitfnefs is im^tfted *to 
BcUcveirs, it ftiil^ppeart' to/me, thit Believers 
. > V • » *>•.•■•''•'' s'^ ' • ^' ■ niufl.- 

• Col. iii. lo. 



his Almighty FATHER. Tli€y,iwf>ntcr^cl,jift 

^'H0fmh&Mm^^.i^vi\ous- Pmy*?g!B5^vJ?^j 

[^eqci^v^x:* i^ in ^Jl Rpfpefts thf^^wmr^^ ^0 ln?iith|k 
Author and Fiftyhcrr-^^tef$,. .to .l^v^.w j[i»put^ 
lli^tfipmfnefe jfor our ojxp particular,. yfe,^^^!^- 
ipgethex; the fame, as to have a mediajt9;;^^ .^4gl^ 
t^qfpjBife^i fof the Juftificajtian pf Othgr^r:7^*p|^ 
You efteqm it on© and tbe.ffWp» Thii^g^.,^^^,;gge?<HJt 
righteous Qutrfelves by z mei;itoriQvs- S^ijc^^. .aij4 
to make Others, even innumerable Mil^jon^ -qC ^ipf. 
nejrs righteous, ^ from our owxi S^qck^of Merit—? 
Thcfr a/e Circumjlances^, which crc|te,a^im$eria}^ 
an(iarvelpu$ DlS^erencc^ between 4he itightcoufncf^ 
of PHRIS T and his People, Whjid^ yiidd Eoom 
fyf a »,vaft, for ^9 i^Bm^afuir^bl4 Pxe^ewiinjenpc ojj 
hi^ totU^ir^. . . r: . : i. . r-i , 

.,Jii^fr.^ Admitting, that ,34if5vers ca^u^ot ;Dake 
Others rig^hteoujj J yfityifC^HRISV^s Obexiiej^icfi 
jb.e;accO)Unted thfrir Righteoufnefs, ^they feejn t^ have 
^i^o moi;e.Need of par doming Mercy, tha?t , CUR J& T 
Himfclf,_ J ; : . . ^ .'.:!.; 

.4/h^ Ye^i becauf^, ^^iftr^. thi^ Imputation, vthqr 
y^Qf^'fu^^ ii> jpuUt^ anij doafi dn Six^sw . Becaufe^ 
fftfr it, they are defeftive in tjieir Puty, and ir^ 
m^y Things offend. 

Thir. 



r 



ceffion of our SAVIOUR fuperfluous ? -^ Wli^ 
OieSfi&i li^i i% ^ A^rbtn^ wnk Ae SFA- 

j«oMtt^rfi-ai6ns? * ' ^ -^ (' .. * ^* 

y-^^;^eyftah4 iii ttee8 of ati Adv6crftev fipftf 
tAat tlfey inayT>e feroug^ht Home to fbi^ REPAIRRR 
tf'keif Breathes % atttd liaadc Partakm of ^hi* R?gh- 
#fc6ftifclfi'by a* real Faith. Next, that their Fiii* 
A^ tie 'prtjferved, jiotwrthftaHiditig all Oppofitibh< 
ftedfaft Ahd immiJTediHe -, -^t rather may be \!irrfe<l 
to, viftorioas Rnd'triwnvphant, even tb<h€ £#J^ 

'T*(fr. Yxiu fay^ « €HRIST performed all ihat 
*^ was coitditional }'* then He repented for Us, and 
h'elte^id forMs. 'This muft be admitted in Purfuance 
d(' your Pr mciples .• B ut this i^ fo wild a Notion^^ -fb 
cbnftraty'to Reafott and Scripture j that to mention it?y 
iff to refute it. • • ' . . 

^. • CHRfS T' performed whatever wa$ reqnfred 
by the Cotreliarit 'of Works, both before it wa$ vio* 
Jated, and!atftetithad been tranfgrefled. But neither 
Repifitahc'e tiorFaiih were comprehended in this In- 
Aitution. It fcirew mythrng of the One, and it WDuldt 
not admit of the Other.— It was not therefore ne- 
c'effary,* neltfter indeed was it poffible, for our ita- 
macuhte arfd Divine 'I/O RD^ to repent of Siri, 
pr believ^ In a S AV I O U R.- But He* drd un- 
fpeakably more. He put away Sin by the Sacrifice of; 
Hifnfilf\,\ Heis Himfelf the SAVIOUR of all 
the Ends of the Earth ; and He has Power to be- 
ftow that bleffed SPIRIT, which wdfteth Faithj^ 
and produccth Repcntence.- • 

TTufk 

' <■ 

? Ifai, Iviii. I a* f Heb. ix, 26. 



re .X ii u o o J A I a 

loqjAj iRil-.^Lh 9ii%Y^3 ,Z^hd-BuB 3riS 

Vhtr. However, from what You hav«3»A'&ie<aU 
this will unavoidably follow ; that a Man is to be 
}ifj()fi^^'^H(^aAie<Dlii¥4^^a^3»^ T^f- 
g«^ <$na&N£k\^Pah)i;}e{imtid'Qi(lt<{»^iGha(%li^ 
t«iiof i^^il«fe?0*)fervte*^f^* ti»ih *«ii#\H&e°H? 

^..'t%i».J*tibt#edTelftWTW«^"WMAfc3».* 
^ftriMiftilrf ina«yd',^ tlik§s{'W6il.^-5,ffl^di<^ s 

Wft»'^a{B«fe3?W-tt«^r»'Upyfta'#cw-^Sa'««'^^ 
«*Mif&i< ft 'rfis»'€htt-3€tW ;• 'He'-!*'W6'^!6^ IWl^ 
rf^^ 'tewrtr'but'*i^hftou^eIS'tiha''iS|Hi' !rf 
tWJiC^OP^B'i-U'Nreitlicr' -ilj' thii^'tSdtJhriRtilf,^ IfflP 

<r JliffifiMl^rt; "rtie A^tilttdric<?fi'6m^\ai^, ^WJF 
a'''PhIe'lb-^L!«.'"Tk firmer nif^bres%8^*lo''# 
TrSnJ|fa!8fe 'bt^^i^ 'EM-' aiir rueR-'th«''fi?^?P 
gams rii'the Worfd ^ir^.' -The' lattJiJr "'r^ui/fe' 't// 
t6 ^e'' Fiflfitfeft • o^'HRfe^tl^ j •iilid-'fai^-nnlflp'ihS' 
Ilftiffibi#df-Wfeavefit<».^l*ueh risr^^s-Ws' incWA^ 
'fflJWity"'i¥'We ^biifiSer BiHevers," ' in >S6lV p'ei-jmf 

zY^i'^s tWfy'»e iw tfieiJ^S^^RET'^O ^i^ajiicW 
or confdffecC Tfenrgrefe>ri! iiil Tifen'fdves/, ^Hiy 
WVfe*-W'firile«= Obtai^e Jh 0^U')*5^. ^ "iTfie 
Cdfiiticfeftucfe of ibai, will: bfr ait'cVferiaftihg ^lofiVe- 
toJ««iriJl?ty', -<lk Belief of :/i&/i, arf infeihaottlWiT 
Source of Joy. •>'■<■ ' ^ • ' ' ■^'' ' ' '-' "-' 

'■>^M^ this 1* W tf»<»6 lttfco*liftfti«i tMin «ie Fi^bn 
ojs^ ^Vo6m^ Coritextiife, 'anda'filgbtftrtnfeSprendbr]* 
inithofeaet«lfchfed'€l<>uds,'wlMCh' float aniidft-flfc» 
Firtaanterit-. ifttbemfdveirffift^arii-a iottrtrig a«(F 
d^lc CoUeclion of Vapours; by the ImpreiEon of 
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the Suii-bi,4^a^fSr iXd^righlls the po^ 

*>d o." 31 n::M s indi i wolfoi y I -■■; I'^i -;;..' lu !Iiv/ aid) 
Apoftlc's exprefsDccbf ^tic\py 4M/7i<?lw W/45y#^ 
*^i^aipi9£«^%vD^4P>^;it^ N?^ of ^t^i^^iv^^ 

i^k^jo,^^\^i£b, tjic, fllopc of ^eternal [I^ifcj^^t^, 

V^^'i^^;^<^^I«^^ may, either in Wtol?.*?!?: 
h:\]^m9LxmV\^ P^ajirtib^f JEHQVAH^. 
'tff^^ioi ^fiff^^iJ?^)^ ^o,^t]x mn z^atous Reform*^ 
^jpr^^iH j^ffpff ^pObipfUex^cei. Others caH' ia to their 
'^^^^Wi'e^V^^.R.^ ^S^pfrfrogatipt in this World, 
iaj4^?fe jOS^^c!^ jpf j^Purgafcory in ai>other» My 

^^^^fj^.* ^ot(i^^5jroper Aafwer to my iQbjoaioiJjt 
4^i^^xiTfeii?%^ ia, poim-blank aja^ Your 
TSfl^fe-ttyp*! te w\%tiberefer^, j|ot tocoi>rroAt,^ 
but to elude the Evidence. ; , 

*J^(?^^?S'Pfe%^|?P neverthelefs^ ha» 

^,preftty;qiQf(^ipl}n^«ai9n^yjth th€};S«ly^a:.-t-^^^ii* 
l^o: wpW J i?fc/c^^ap. ^,&|ij^rfi#ge, as tPif l«d^v 

*"' • Rom.it. 3. 



.^ff .B i: AXJDCBJU^I a. 

1 M> Al'gomci^ wUicii.i cpohfacdbtriddnfiiaiio7lfbi0y^ 

V tbis ihbul(l .h«re i>«in- ikty Kepi jr^^^ / ^ b ^ ; i c hi sH 
/V Ifcl fc'tfct ^«rf Nature ioF l^ti>Ot0jmi4'i4ril»||| 
-Gonildeftf^e:]!! any Wt>rk^ Duty^^tir'Q^aliflcfedb^ 
: of ttiut xFWtn«. It is the v«ry; Nktaite 'dTiiFiitjif ntp 
i-daim ijfclfv and to find thfl.WhW^ of ioUcJii^^- 
ing^JRiglrtcoufii'efs in C Hit J SIT ^haci .7# ^ti^, 
^J« fays Fakh, Iw^jetteinfeQiteMerit ofiiifty[:I.O^ 
This is moft forcibly deaionftrattti,.atadJjaIdai^ 
lotifly iflc^ilcated^ tn th££pifti« %» t]^Miiliff^dtn\ 
TheHcie il^ ApoiUr i|itfirpj<e;ts Him&lf^^ ?md fr^^fff 
llic Subjed df otir prdent Enquii^^* Thers Ife«K«> 
jpivily declares that tiieGjoiiiid o(aimAO\9mXj9Ar / 
1 ^ty theC^fe Q£.hi& o^iira Juftificxti^a^ 'vfrasV'^id^ 
' the Grace of /^//i^, h\xt tl^sJR^hemfmfi wi^U^wf 
GOD. by Faith» J^at the. Ai& td Bcbaring^ bu$ 
that giandiaxid .•^ri0^a..ObJeA of .a« SttUicr^9' &!<- 
^ie^ 7%f LORD mr.Sigktpufii^ J[nd Tirtajr 
IhouM We isot f^patd the Naxtrativeof hk fiypi- 
xienpe^as the very bpft fi^rpafitvin.ef.fais.Dod^ititf^ 

B^fsdesi; Tdiatwas (hat Faith lof \r^4ii«MB)' i^^ 
which ^ho Apoftk cefessi AikLltthieh (fe^pfopbjkl, 
ais the i^va£iabfe JVIodel ^ oisf J«fiifica9tioni-n(4( 
wa^ Faith in the pt^mifiS^ Seciy iveft in-^i^iSJ/i 
Ci?*/Srihc Righteous t- -If w»^^«iat^Bcff* 
fua&on, .th^ this illuftriMis PE^SOW ibbuid 
fpring from his LfOins j fhould be tht Author df 
^emal SaJy^tion to Hizitiiblf,' andWa<Mi^ieude of 
^iev«Fs^ .numbesjefs^ a» the Stdr&> of He^Vdn. - 

Accorrfnigjy, it te affirnwd by the Eva;ige!>ftj 
T^^ft 'Srabam fav> CffAISTs Day. He faw? iU§ 
V .^ .l: ,,. .....^ . : meri* 

♦ Phil. iii. 7, 8, 9. . f Compare Gen, xv. 5, 6, 
with Gal. iii. 16. ..,-... ^ 



J^e rcJQiq^d, Yawnfi'M \^&n5d^ t^not tih; ids aMm 

-#tl^o£<&>it lw«]f^'i&trJirc)ii| andiWeiiK^ ofciihe 

''ttiitte lififinkelrfiusa^lisid:; i SighttmifneA <o£{ dtr 

.* iifEh^nlK^r j^^, Yoir ^Ui> 4iotl .pnfiiiiie to 
€'jd{>n^adbff^nAiiodi! TJie inff^irca.Writar^makes'iio 
^maMm^0 a JjbJ:i>££M£R's Righfee^uibcft* 
•"Hr.Xajr9/expstfiir indpofitively— ^Z/,- that is, i#i^- 
- j^p»»Wi5a\riii9 .iana itto4,any -T cUb, -was cfunfid 

^lUiy £ r:Seca|db(tke)Ky a^ not Wy Thing elfc^ tt- 

4^niiurtd r^'Noij^ .ta^ibei^ufQ tfacy sSotS a Paffii^ 

to(fih& iOuimitiidiig: J^ ) jTbrough' 4i.ent ^^ 

il|^&^ toftl»{ iEleftemsy k^iibfisd lotoaiL^ur 

.sby-Qj3aJ9i; iddfnifiiTg^ tltooitj^^^^ (be 

'AighiEi^rfieid o£ JESUS Ci^RlST. .Giiacets 
.die laagniBcmt Source of tbk no&leFLight % iVdaik 

L iWaMsik dilr .tCMtp/defdbud^ tt 

ssmd. BiPt the Ag«J^y of ^*JE/«ri wrought t!|c 
Cuf« ? ToTuppofe thj^,, yr^idd be »tr<;^ly d^ro* 

' Matt. ax. 22. ' 
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gatoiy tolhc Power t^ our great PHYSICIANS 
And if We afcribe juftification to the A& of Be- 
lieyiilg., this will be equally derogatory to the Oba* 
. die»ce of our great M E D I AT OR* In the for^ 
mer Cafe^ CHRIST sind his omnipotent Qperadori, 
were All in All. In tht latter Cafe, CHRIST 
and his infinite Mei:it, are All in All. In boti 
CaftS) . Faith is only the Eye to difcern, or the 
Hand to receive, the fovcrcign Good. 

TTfir. I apprehend, the Apoftle me^s, that 
Abrahffnfi Faith, iuAeadof his own perfed Obe- 
dience, was admitted ais his juftifying ElghteOQlF- 
nefs» and became the Caufe of his Acceptance with 
GOD. 

4^^ This, I think, camtot be the Meaning. 
Becaiife, Faith is viery paiticularly ^j^iif^w],Ar4//r«ai 
the Righteoiifnefs which is;ijf Faith, which is rf 
Faith *^. TKefc For^is of Explreffion, put an ap- 
.parent Difference between. the evangelical Faitk, 
and the evangelical Righteoufnurfs. Since, what- 
ever is ^ another, tod. £^ another, cannot, with^ 
out the greeted Violcoc^ tQ Reafoh and Language, 
be reckoned that other.-r-If Faith itfelf was the 
Cauie of our Acceptance with GOD, then We 

fhotild 



* lUm. ix. Id. PbiL in. 9. The Apoftles, I believe, 
never make nfe of this Phrafet hxmMM^ um^ m^wu <ft 
ha rm mtn"* but m mKt^ or hm tik «rifi«i* Not /off 
qr^ron Jeetnmt of oar Faithy but h or tbreitgh Faith. 
Makin|[ this Grace, not the procuring Caufe, but only 
the Xa&ttment of apf>lyifig, what it procured by Ana* 
ther. — Snch Latiguage as the former, ieems contrary to 
the found Words of our L ORD ^ESUS CHRIS%. 
Yet, if n^TM^ Senfe of the Text urrd^r Debate were 
•dmi^ed, the Dodrine contained in this unfcriptttrat and 
o£en£ve Style/ is thie unatoidabte Confeqaence. 
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fhould be juftified, each by fomcthing of his own *. 
Whereas, it ftands upon Record in the Scriptures 5 
It is an adjudged Point in the Court of Heavcni 
that Sy ONE, Man's Ofbeiieme Many Jhatt be made 
righteous f.— If Faith itfelf was the' Caufe of oulr 
Acceptance with GOD, then.We fhould be jut- 
t\fied "by a Righteoufnefs, which is corifefledly iW- 
perfe£f. For, who has ever attained to the highett 
Degree of this Virtue ? Or whofc Faith is not 
ihixed with an. Alloy of Unbelief? — ^In fhort,' if 
l^aith Itfcif was the Matter of our Juftification, I 
fee not how Boafting* could be excluiied\ Yiow itic 
Law could be magnified % or what Reafon the Apof-^ 
tie could have, to account all Things, l)ut the 
Righteoufnefs of CHRISTj meaner than Drofs J. . 

Say not,' that We pifefumc to correft Inlpiration^' 
We only interpret the irifpired Word in an harmo* 
nious Conjijiencywith. itfelf. This Senfe is agree- 
able to the prevailing Doilrine, and to tlie current 
Language of Scripture.— To the prevailing Doc^ 
trine 'j which is A Believing in HIM, who 
jusTiFiEtH -THE Ungodly. . Sift and examine 
this Expreffion; Him who juftifieth. You will 
find, thkttheWorkisC///J/5rs; CHttlSf^s 
and no Other's. The HOLY GHOST afSgns 
not the leaft Share, not fo much as a Co-dfficienGy, 

Vol. IL F ., to 

• Faith, as j^n Aft pr Duty, is. properly our own,- 
and as fttch it is reprefented in Scripture?. O Woman,. 

freat is /;i>>; Faith, Matt. xv. z8. JESU,^ feeing r-6^/r. 
aitb. Matt, ix, 2, After I heard of.yoiu.^aith, Efh. L 
15" t Rom. V. 19. 

t Phil. ill. 8. The Oriain^l is CetA»X«— A Word of 
the mofl contemptible Meaning ; it iigniiics the *wonbkfs 
Scraps, and fordid OfFals, which are caflr to.theDogs. . 
The Render may fee thisPafiage more fully explained ia. 
Leittr V. ' ^ 
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to any Other imagip^blp^.Ca^ire. Faith t^cre^re^ 
if it prefumes to arrogate this exited Prerpg^tiyis^ 
ir if it pretends to th^ leaft Part in thisimpwt^flf; 
$ujinefs, i^ a facrilcgious Ufurpej^. — T9. thei'o^r 
tint Language; as when David fxzysy Purge tne 
with Hyjfopy and IJhall be clean * 5 as. when GOD 
is called oar Fear f,, our Hope J, our J9y ||, In 
^efe PJaccs, the Inftrunient is put for. the Agent,, 
the A<a for the Objeft, So, in the Paffage before 
Us, the A£f of Faith is. put for t;he ObjeaoiJ^2i%h. 
It muft be uoderftoodj not abfolutcly^ hut. as fqmc 
Divines, fpeak) obje£iive]y» inftrumentally, rela^ 
tively. 

Ther, In the Name of Wonder, what c^n. You 
mean by this Heap of harfh and obfcure E^cpc^- 
fions! Let. me entreat Ypu, 4^afi(fi tp fpfiafc.in 
your own Style, not in the grim Elialefl: of y/^/^i«4?j. 

I have an irreconcilable Ayeriion to thcfe fc^laftic 
Terms. Thej are tYiQ^Barbarifms of Divinity. I 
know but one Ufe, they are fitted to ferve ; that is, 
to perplex, and puzzle a Caufe, You cannot maia'- 
tain. Somewhat like the Liquor, which a certain 
Fifh, when clofely purfued, is (aid to emit : by which 
the Water is darkened, and the Foe eluded. 

• PfaL li. 7. Purge n}e, 'with Hj^op ; that U^ witK the 
Blood of Atonemeivt, fprinkled hy the Bunch of Hyflbp. 
—This is one of the inoft pun)r and dcfpicable Plants. 
It is placed, by Soloinefii, in the very hnveft Clafs of Ve- 
getables.' Miglit hpt the HOLY GHpSi; intend 
to denote, by this typical Image, the beggarly |ind in- 
fignificant Nature of Fait Jii confidered in itfelf?' Which 
becomes refpcftable and efficaciQ^s, only by what it bor- 
rows; only by what it receives. Sep l Kings iv. 35. 
Heb. ix. 19. 

f Gen. xxxi. 42, 53. J PfaJ. Ixxi. 5. Jcr. xiv. 8- 

II Pfal. xliii. 4, 
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Phra*»rlf^is*notPaitH itfdi^^ whiiH jliftlfies ; but 
«l^«" H^fftariitrnWs, tthich Tdiih continually kiietvsi 
^^ick^Vzitii aelt^hlftdly dppriMJti arid oh' w&tar 
it finiHy urmindUs: - • •' ' 

To be plainer ftiIl-»-We arc juftificd By Fa'ftH; 
JHFtheifadnhtf MaWfier; ' as We' aft ftd bfthettahd, 
or rt^^filhfed by the Moiitii. NeitHer the^HaridtfAr 
the Mouth are the Caufe of our Suftenafice, Uut. 
Iff/^umenti'6iAj^ that of cbhi^eymg it, Ais of re- 
ofiSving tV^.'-^li an' Apoflffe affirms, • ^RT^ an pjli^ 
fied by Faith: Faith itftff d^tlareSj /li rtk IlOltti 
I hd^e Higbtioufaefs. Put thefe Pafliges together, 
andt You' will Wave'tlie thie Sertfe of our Doatirie, 
arfi'rf fMtrui Dbairitt^ of the Gofpel* 

WtaSi themflicU^ ftid frotn the Perfecution ot 
hife own CoAhtrymeni what recommended* Him to 
thfc Pr6td£Hori of King JdmetusP-^VSoi hitfNarte ;* 
that Wa* obnoj^ious— Ndt his Aftions ; they had 
been hbftile-^But tlie Perfon of tlie young Prince; 
Whom the- diftreffed" Refugee caught up in his* 
F' 2 - Arms; 

^ Though I am entirely of Thirtn*^ Mind, and cart fey 
no meany admire our fthdaftic Divines, or their logical 
Terms ; ytt a Remark from Paneus, couched in this 
Style, is {<Vpcrtinent tp the Purpofcj and fo full an Ex- 
plica^on of the Poirit, that it would be an Injury to the 
Caafe, nbt to m^ke it a Part o£ my Note^. And feme 
Readers, I appreherid, not much acq^Uainted with this 
old-fafhioned hoary Wale^^ may be well enotrgh pleafed 
to view a'Spceirtien : and like it, as they do the kuji of 
a Meclal, merely' for its Uncouthne^ and Antiquity. 

** Faith jaftfiies, fays my Author, not effeSi'vely.^s 
" working an habitual Rig^teoufnefs in Us ;- not mate- 
** riatly, aS though it were itfelf the conftiruent Caufc 
*• of our Juftification ; but it juftifieth obje^ivelyy as it 
" apprehcndeth CHRIST-, and infttumemallyi as it 
" applicth his Righjteottfricfs." 
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Arnu} and* divg^ witl>, Acfe Qredwtials, pre- 
fcnted Himfd^.tq ^fcci^y^^lgarcAViffTr-So^c, Faith 
rccQoimct^jJa 4^fx Q^OP^ aprf, j.Hftifip6 ^, §quU ; fiQt 
tor itfel^ qr its o^yq; Wor^j. )>iit .^li rA<5co«9t ol 
wbat it embraca^ what it pr^»/i9.fW4'<whs|t it 
fhadsm .. : . ' . > ' - •' ' 

3^. Is not t^s a fanciful . £>ifttii(i^ion ty ^^^ »* 
exceflive RefinemcQf:? fias. it 2pj. F:0\iQAf ^f^; in 

Jjp. kis.tippU^d ifl^ajlmoft aU;tl^e^]?»epi:^eftfatj^|is 
©f CflRJ&Xy and all the^Ocfoifttipnf of iFai^^ 
which.occur in the fa^e^ Writii^igf,. . ^ , > 

. QHRIS, T ia.Jikcncd to Qlofkin&'j. a^d Peliqvers 
are. faiA tg. have put, .4«; CffRI&T %, -> Now^. k 
cannot, be the. Aft of putting iOnj^.thaf cqver^ our. 
B^ies, qr keeps them wajrm.;, but tbf? ^c)naqsqdi9Ufi 
Gaxment, which iaiwore. — JHe i^rcofl^par-e^ *> Stei^i: 
lam the Br^ad of Life, \. , Shall.we.fay f It isthfigAft 
of Eating,, whifjh ^reogthcQS the QDnftitution, ^d 
recruits our Spirit^^ No furely (: but the Food eatsn 
and 4ig«fted.rr-X?i;^iJ/5T'.w^s typefied by .the Gity 
ofReft*ge%% ^d Sinners, by the* obnoxioua Man** 

flayen 

• This, fays Plutarch^ waff a Cuitom pecaliar to that 
CountiLy ^ waft reckoned the moil fc^emn Method 4»f fap- 
plicating Favo^ ; and /Mm xnet with a Repttl(c.-^To 
yybich I 9iay a4d, It is a Cuftom which Chrifiitms (houjd 
imitate, in ali their Addrcffe* to the GOD mi.^A- 
ThiEKoi OUT LORD ySSUS CHMI&r>. When 
thu3 ufed, thusJmproyed, it M^ill Aivrr.fail<)f Sttseei^* 

t Df. jGff^ thought it 00 fanciful QiiUnfltioiiy wheo 
Re rp ju^icioufly obferved ; Faith 13 an ^^S?, or Duty sif 
the Soul, bat does not julliry as fuch. /.It is a GrateyA 
the SPIRIT, but does not jnftify as fach* But We 
are juAijfied by Faiths; as it looks to^apptneJmHli^ and f«r* 
Irac^s CHRIS 7^^ RighteoufncCs .for oar Juftification* • 

t Gal. iii. 27. [\ Joho vi. 35^. % Numb*- 

xkxv. 13. 



lifter.' '^iV*t<Jr^tf Ffc^fed^ W'oheKif thofe ptitiTegcd 
Abides ; ^d tHc^^eWaiiferf,'Skras hki ^ Nb Pftffe- 
cutioh'ft|a*ifi(ft Hitti'«iiri«' bo VaSFd t Hfe !iii*W6fliiWg 
to feitr f Arin tke ^ Avenger^ BfOwDd . Ih diis' Caft, 
wafti ft th^ tetrc Aft of Flying, which ifefecned th« 
Criminal ? By no means : this conveyed H\tn* tb' i: 
Plact of Secjifit^.> But the PJate tifelf^it^hii Siinc- 
tiiaiyj^Ws'^Al^^lum, his SafcgUkrf. - " • '^'^ - 

Faith is ftyled, A receiving of CHRIST'*^\A 
imany tti-'^rftn*/ flttfr, itt thtfii gdve ^K&'Pbvoer^ to 
them He gran^'thc PriVilegfe, -ahd the^ h^gh Pre- 
rogative, to become the SoniDf GOD. •*TheOffi6B 
oF i'aidi isi according to this DdSnHloiij hot to 
contrtbute its Qtroti, much kfs to depofit the'rtrhole 
Siinl,^ but td take and ufe the ineftimable Gift.— 
F««^is' cafl^d, ^ A Locking Unto JESUS^ ;Hrt AR 
Ittfiotfi I ftp^pofe^ to the famous Expedicnf;'^^!r6- 
vided^»f<H« 4*16 wounded Jfraelim X-^^ Our cfticlficd 
L'O R<X) •' U«i& ffefigxii^ed, by the^ brazen -jS^f pen t<; 
oUt> Ooiit/ bjr'tbe StingS of the fiery Serpefittt;"^ and 
ouD Faith, by'^ooking'io the miraculous Remedy* 
Did the healing Power, I WQuld a(k, reitdeinthe 
mere Aft of viewing ? No : but in the Emblem of 

....•'.,.. J .2 . ■ a 

* g^wferi. »2. See!alfoM^«w. v. 17. - Where aCrhic 

of acc^rat^^^dgment, 'and delicate Tafte (though little 

1s:»ovi>& io ^Mysgmnd) makes this ^Rerrnark* on the Word 

^afcCaMl1ic, iVfiiz juftificat A^us fitmendu ^qiMtenus efi A3ui_\ 

fed ! Mud pitd^ fitimtm' aut apfrehenditur. B S N c s 1 ^ uV i n 

]oct'i*^4fis AAttOtatioAsoR'the N«wTs(lame«ttidfexoin- 

^ prifedin^Aiuil^^Mir/^olufiie. They prefent tKe Rea* 

dcr JWrith 4iran^ f<:fined Obfervatlonsi Ottthe-BUgancies 

of the Style, and Sublimity.of tbcDodlrincs; • They arc 

a Pattern of tke r^nc^i Maimer $ they gratity our 'Appe* 

tile, yet kevp U^kungry and cramng ; «ndr Which is 

iduiotoiiMHg ^jDCelkAcVr they all along indicate a Heart 

wann and glowing with the Love of its Sub^ft. 

t Heb. xsi. 2» $ Numb. xxa. S. ^ 
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adymg S Ay I OUR, elevated ori the Pole, and 
ojrd^inefi for the Recovery of the People*^ Hete ali 
the Efficacy Ayas lodged. From henci it vtas all 3e- 
rivied. Thp Aftion of the Eye, like tbcf Offire of 
Faith, wa? only to fetch hom^, and apply ^be fen»- 
^ive Virtue. 

Tber. Sappofe all You advanccj io be true ; and 
all You maintain, to be folid; \5^hat ii the Advan- 
tage of Tuch a DiftinaJon f 

Afp. Mticb. It preferv^$, unfliared and invio- 
late, the Honour' of GOD our -8 AVIQUR, 
It rilabiift^e, i?h ah immojfeaWe Founditifiaa', the^ 
Pope attd the C^mfofft of a ehrifti^n.-^iiti' In- 
fiance, \rfikh .tetely occurred, will • explain '»ttiy 
Meting. . i A certain Writer, treating of ^ that tirer 
mendous Day, when GQD will ariiip to admiaaif- 
ter eterniil Judgment ; irhtti He wiU ttto^ to be 
avenged of \A% uijfaithful Servant^, and to deftroy, 
his avowed Enenaies ; exhorts Us All to labouf af- 
t^r a living Faith— *^ which alone, fays He, caa 
<< carry U§ fafe to the Harbour, attiidfl the'univeir- 
^\ fal Deluge of Woe, which is going to overflow 
" the Earth." ^ 

ThisExhortation^, Yoii| fee, afcribe^ every Thing 
to an A^ of our own 5 to Man^s Faith, not'tb the 
RE DEEM E R*s Righteoufn^fe. This, irherc^ 
fore, tnuft greatly diihonour the all-fufficient RE- 
DEEMER, and his infinite Merit.— As this A<^ 
of our OM^n n cQnfcfledly intipcrfe<a and chan^ble, 
it affords but a crazy Bottiom, on which to ertibark . 
oureveVlafling Interfefts. A Confideration, which 
iiiufl damp oiir Joy, and often fill Us with uneafy 
Sufpicions.— Whereas, let CHRIST it the Vef* 
fpl of Pfefcryation apd Conveyance i let Faith fig- 

nify 
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nify our Entering upon it, and our Continuing in 
it 5 then, all is regulajv ^uid all is fccure. Salvation 
is of the.LORD,. CHRIST hzs the Honour' 
and Gipry. While We. have an Ark, which no* 
Waves can overwhelm, no Rocks can jfhatter. ' 
Once more, therefore, let me obferve, in Pur-^" 
fu^ce qf this important \Renuric ; That; Faith is 
ri^prcfpntedt as J^ing bold on GOD our SA- 
VIOUR*; leaning, upon our B E LO V E D f » 
deriving to the LORD {.—Pleafe to take notice 
of yonder Vine. Its Shoots are weak) and its 
Brimches flimfy. Being abfolutely unable tt> fup- 
port th^mf^lves, tiiey are furnilhed with 2^ very re-. 
mafkable Set b( Cla/pers. Which, lik« To mainy 
Fingers, lay hpli on the Pegs- of the Wall, or faften 
theo^l ves to the Poles within their Reach* With-, 
out fuch a Provifion, -the Boughs muft lie proflrate 
on the Ground, and be expofed. to the Infults q£ 
every F<iof. : Whereas j . by this kind Contrivance 
of Nature, fo creeping a Plant, will climb into the 
Air,, and enjoy the Breeze ; fo feebU a Plant, will 
ftand out the Winter, and defy the Stormi.-^An 
inftruftive Admonition to Sinners ! And no con- 
temptible Illuftration of Faith, efpeddily in its .prin- 
cipal and moft diilnnguiihing Employ ! Thus let Us 
apprehend the bleffed JESUS; hold Us faft by 
onr adored REDEEMER; cleave to his in- 
effable Worthincfe, as thofe twining Tendrils, by 
repeated Circumvolutions, adhere to their fubftan- 
tid Supporters. Then fliallWe rife, by Merits 
not our owny from the moft abje^ and miferable 
Condition, to a State of everlaftiiig Honour and 

F 4 Ther. 

♦ Ifai. xxvii. 5. f Cant, viii. 5. X Afts xi. 23. 
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Tber. Some People, J.bcl^^,,'^9\iy.har4lFfor- 
.bear fmiling a^ the Peculiarity (}f you^PjfS^on^^d 
might be incfiij(?d^ icy c^lj ywr Difcp^rfr iG§nfifig^ 
j^iS^^^^ ipy,pyjj Part, Xgvyft 

aclcnowled^e, that, as all your peculiar Phrafes are 
deriy^^frop th.c Scriptures;j \^^ ^WiFU)i JRqjfe- 
rencc,^ aiid without the j^aft Difetp/itjon j^.^e^r. 
Wj^smy^rieijd delivering a, latir^ Pxa4gftiAt J^wW 
be a fiifficicnt "wa^ra^t fqr any of his Expreilions, 
to prove that they came from the Ciceronian Mint. 
And virill it not be ani ecjuaU^ fufficipjpit;. AptlvPfity, 
for any Mod^s of Speech ufedina^tbeoJpgScM.filTj^, 
to aliedge that Aey bear the Stamp 9; Jtl^p J5/^/f^. 
* y^. Tliapks to niy Fr^i^njd --^repli^.^j/jjg^, 
making a low Bow— Thanl^^ for his in4ulgei;ij ppi^- 
ceilion. Yet' let Him l^now, that He l^^,n[>ani» 
fefted his 'Judgment, as much af. He l^^^e^i^ 
his Candour. The Scripture is t|ie ^ule, nopryfti^ly 
of 9ur Faitii^ but of our Language alfo, .whei^^jfqr 
We wouIJ explain. that facred^Subje(a.--r,C?n,^;jy 
ExpreJftTons fee mor^ P?^9P^J^ 9^ moj;e emphatical, 
t^\^n thcfe which unerring Wifdom (las fele^efl jfpr 
our Ufe ? Impoffible ! Therefore We are^^popi- 
manded to iold faji a Forrfi offoun^ Wardi ♦, a^, "vi^^U 
as a Syftem of fpund Principles.-^fan ^nj Ph;ra^(?s 
exprefs divine Things, with greater Preqifipp aijid 
Perspicuity, than thofe which t^e diving SPIRIT 
has employed for this Purpofe? ^rrogance i^felf 
dares hot entertain the Thpu^ht, Thpr^ore We 
think It unexceptionably right, . to - de<;lare the 
Truths of tbe Gofpel, not inihe JVords which 4/<w'i 
Wifdom tmheth\ but which the HOLT G HOST 
teacheth t- » . ,. ,,,... 

' Ther. 

• ^Tim. i. 13. t I Con ii. 13. 
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Thef. ThO0^ ImAe ho ObjcSibn to j^our "Lan- 
guage, I hive yet anothifr' Scruple' With ri^d to 
your Dbfititi^.^-^^Do the aniient Fathers zdo^t oTiti'' 
aculeate «this iH^tited^Ri^tetMifriefit' If it Was fo 
*mpo*»tairt an Artideof 6tfr' Faith,- fiirel^ it could 
not be^unkitowA in thofe ^riy Ag^s, '^hlch were 
fo pear tiie'acpoftbljcal Fountain. It Woul/not hayie 
Ijeen^mifted *]^hofc zcateUs Presichers, ^ho chofe 
to endiHi all th« Rigours ''of Ferfcciition, rather 
than'TettOUhte thdi: holy Profeffibh. . r. . , .» 
• ^1'^ thiftt, ilt were ftrffid<;pt to,iq{>ver thi^ 
Q!*^ftion,'-i'by- aflring anothfer-^Do the A^jo^Hes, 
does the rtOLY SPIRIT of G O U fpcajcing 
in &(^pture,' inculcate thisJDoftrine, or di^lsjy 
this Privilcgfc ? If fo, We need ,not be ypry foliqit- 
Quaf'for any farther Authority. To ih^ l^ruj^^ ^^M 
tht Tefiimony *, is our grand) Qvir final , Apj^eal, 
Amtdftall the Daiicnefs/aiid Uncertainty, which 
evidently run through the Writings of the beft^of 
Men, this 19 our unfpeakitble Happinefs, That fTs 
have a more fare Word of Prtphecy ; to which .We ds 
v^ell tb take heed \. -^ \ 

•However 5 to te a little more particul^— It can- . 
not be exp^ed, that We fliould find many Paflages ^ 
in thofe pious Authors, very ftVong apd very explicit, 
upon 'the P6int. Biecaufe, irf tl\eir Days, it wa&rtot 
fo profcflWly'oppofed ; dnd therefore could not be • 
fb exadly dtfcufled, as in later Ages. Neverthelefs, 
they haVe Ifeft enough behind' them, tij avouch tho 
JSu'bftance of what We kffert ; That a Man is not 
juftified bj any Works J ' Duties y ' or Right eoufnefs ofh^e - 
own^ hut only by iPaith in JESUS CtiktSTl— 
I cannot fay, that I have charged my Memory with 

their 
♦ Ifai, viii. JO. t 2 Petti. 19. 



go. D3 A L O (5 U E X. 

tiiftir vBvy Words ; and for thtt Reafon^ muft not 
aBttmnft et prefent «» make at^ Citgcioh. But, 
when « jwoper Opportunity offcw^ and their Works 
are before i)ie, I may poiEbly produce a fewof their 
TeftiBumtea. 

In the mtfan Time, I can mention a Set of Wri-* 
ttrs^ wfcoft Attcftation wiU, i imagine, carry aa 
much Weight with my Friend, as the united Voice 
of the Gnti and Latin Fathers, 

Tber. Who are they ? 

a^. OiHT vcttierable Reformers, The Homilks 
compofed by thofe excellent Divines, are as exprefs 
to myPwpofe, as they are unexceptionaWe in their 
Evidence. This is their Language—" The true 
** Underftanding of this Doftrine, fFe be ju/iified 
^freely by Faith witbeut ff^ariSf is not, that- -this 
** o«rjft?/^W/«;^, or this our Faith in CHRISTy 
*• doth juftify Us : for that were t6 count Our- - 
*• felves to be juftified by fome Aft or Virtue, that 
•• is wifbin Otirfilves, But the true Meaning 
** thereof, is. That although We -hear GOD's 
" Word,' and believe it; although We have Hope 
** and Farth, Chaa-ity and Repentance, and do 
**• never fo many g6od Wonks : Yet We muft re- 
** nounce the Merit of all our Virtues and good 
** Deeds, ai Things that be far too weak and in- 
" fufficient, to deferve Remiffion of Sin, and our 
** Juftification. We muft truft only in GOD's 
** Mercy, and that Sacrifice which our High- 
" Piieft and Saviour JESUS CHRISTy the 
"SON of GOD, offered for Us upon the 
a Crofs." 

The Homily fubjoins a very appofite lUuftration ; 

which may conclude OurDifcourfe with perfeft Pro- 

3 : . . P"ety» 
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pr«rtyS'1M»d Iilcf{»^T2«hi^ equal fifficacy.^«-<* Sathat 
^<-5|^lSt, JifhnEiiptifi^ aWiough He were never ib 
5>^^ iSTttoft^dnd godly i Man, yet in the Matter of 
^^ fti^glyiAg Si0i ^^ 4idvput the-Peoplc from Him, 
^^ and appoint them unto CHRISTy faying thus 
^ ntiio thifem, BeboWt Yonder is ths LAMB af 
^^ GOB-i '^hiA'takith away tit. Sins of $he fVorid: 
*5' Even' fo, ^s great aitti as godly a Virtue as the 
** lively Faith is, jet-it^prntteth Us frm it/elf, and 
^ remitteth Us unto CHRIST^ for to have only 
^^ by*li<tiRemifl|j»n of Sins or Jttftificarion, So 
«^ that oiir Faith ift CHRIST, ^ it were, faith 
^> Ciiito Us thus, It k mot I that lake aiHimy your 
*^ Binsy but it is GifyR/SST only; and to Him 
*> dnly I fend You for that Purpofe, forfaking' 
'^ tbeiein all your go«»d Words, Tbou^ts, anil 
** Works^ and only putting ymrf Tmfk m 

*f GfiRisr*:* - - . ' ^ 

TJfr, If tl^ere be^ any tolerable Senfc of th<j N«^*^ 
tlpn juiader Debate^ I t}^jnk» it muft be uod^rftood 
5^5 folWs.-^Ci/iR/ST^'s Performjuice of theL?v 
of hi* Mediation, pry i% qther Words, "bis unfiii- 
ning Obedience to^ the i^Qr?l L^^ir^ %ni the fpotlsft. 
&acrifice. of Hinaifclf to the vindic^ve Juft^ce^ of 
GOD; thefe are the ^^/y ys^u^Wfi Confideratipn, 
on Account of which^^ the^Kfla^^j; QOD reftore^ 
guilty Cre^jfe^re$ to ? Stat^ pf Ac$:ep.UQpe/with bis 
Divinje MAJESTY, 

Jfp. Jf this is Mrh?t Yo^ me^^ >y the i^m^ ^ 
J^ein^tumy I ^noL fayjrpn^uije^iying yo.uf Pisopofntion. 
I would never defire to wr,anglfi; but, if poiEble, 
to acqui^ice* I would ^pt wifli to efpy faults, but 

rathef; 

* See the (econd Part of the Homily on Salvatiofi. 
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sW:h9f^ fiiKf^Propriet^, iH my f%irrW« SemmeatA. 
MayhisFaithy which is /A«jy»r advanced, be^6ajv 
mi 9fi fey^fiface, Hlk4<lts coinf>l«ted in Glai^! — 
-XM*^ W^^iag Obedi^iKe, and (that fflotlersiSa^ 
jpjwo^y sMrc i|^6e4 t^iwly valuaUeythey areaUb 
Ih^ ^ri4(]r» ^. jMber ^ infii^tely^ valuable Gonfidiscs- 
tipn. The,C4>^ieni;^ boHfg pergo|!med in wrJi^me^ 
^fpi the Saqrificev ofFf ^ in our Steady have fully 
mcfi^ for jJs thQ^ep:iii&)i|j^ft(S^s, 4Bd the JBn- 
j0yiiie(i(^i9f.JUife^^ Wii aUb^lis^tdiot/opIy fi'oaiihe 
gr»ciouA,r4>ut.even frcHa-ith^ri/ff^^. tbo faitUsd, fehe 
' jrigbteous^OD. ^* \ ^i r^* , ,• \ .>. ^ . 

Svt then, tbey maft b»./»jMla)ft in order ea^r« 
i^iSk U» ^itha Claim^. wd irAY«ft:U« witii ft.Ri^, 
ti> tbc.purchafed Prxvileges^rTrSuppofethem ttiot tin- 
pcitfd; aMwhat becomes 19^ Qur.Jnf^rj/Jinotliieiii? 
T^hei^are ltke;a Medicine prepared, ibut not applied. 
^-vSuppofe them imputed j and. they lay af<irni,*»<an 
ifipar€nt, a rational Faundation^ for every pleafing 
Hope, and for «very heavenlyABIe^ing* v ' ^ n* 
. 7%fr.^'I- fear, I h^ve acJiinowl^atfged too muchr-^ 
Mfr Xbouglits ftu£tuBtei , My Mind is unfetded>»*- 
I would hot wi^iftand the Triith^ ; I would i^t^rfii^ 
believe any Doftrinc of the Gofpel. Yet-N^ivhat 
fliall I Ay ? While I Jiften to your Reafoning,' I 
am half a Convert. Whefl I recoUeft the-Objecj* 
tionsy ,1 Invert to^my firft Opinion. : ♦ 

Of this, however, I am convinced, That human 
Righteoufnefs is infufficient for our Juftification. 
Here your Arguments have carried their Point. I 
ihaU^iencefordi place' my Hopes of everlafting Hap- 
piiiefs, not upon any Works' of ift7yowA,*^ttt^pon 
the- iFrce Gopdnefs, and unbounded Beneficence, 
of the Supreme BEING. Purfuant to that 

Maxim 



HI AiL^D'BU E X. 9j 

AlfltaBiiifrxxf Smptvttet/T^e G^'^f GOD k itemal 

L^jr lYoutJitei^WiilU ^^Tfer^«, to ckpea eternal 
Lffe/as^'thfe Gift oP GOO, not as* the Wages rf 
youriownObedkiflGe. But b€ pkrfcd te remcm^ 
berv thstt aU the Qiflts'of Gnftte^ tbough perfedlf 
yriwr^toiSinnersy are foutid^d iipdn a gfafid and iti^ 
cftimabte Pr/r#, paid by their SAVIOUR.— Arc 
they tkitirely abfolved"froift Guilt f It is becatiie 
CHRIST %zwt 4113 Life 'for their Ranfom-— Are 
they ^ard with Acccptahoe when th^pray? It 1$ 
bc^caufc their exalted HIGH-PRIESO;^ inter- 
cedes in their Behalf^^A^Are they cmnpktely jvfii- 
fied^ and inflated' in eiftHefs^Blfft Mt is be):ra»fe their 
R £ I> £ E MS R5*= confumftiatfe R fgHteoufikefr; is 
thc'gterious Bi^uivaieiftt for »thfe ah* ii¥^ ctli<*r 
Bleif&tig ♦. — ^Ther^abi*, when You mentioh ctfemal 
Life as the Gift ht GO D, You ftoufd niot forget 
to add with the Hdy Apoftle, through JESV8 
CHRIST 0ur'L-ORl>'fr ^'^ 

, n-^ i r • . f M.- Wdl, itiy Tberhn ; #hkt' fay You 
£irtber^ IsyourQiiivereiut)ti^cd? Are y^dr Siirujilfe^ 
fatrsiied ? May I intetpret tKis Silence, as kn 'Ac* 
of Aflent? '^ -^ ^ ••• '. •■ ''\' ■' 

TiiK Obftfrve, Kot«^th# Ranuncitlufes^ 0*1 yoridei' 

gay ;f^arter^e, have' cohtrafted tlieff ^ufl-bici^/n 

Tufts ; and the Tulips^ now the Dews'afc difcend- 

ing,* Hkvfc clofed their ' exjianded ' Clips.— Such ^ is 

' ^ ' •■' • ' ■ ^ the' 

• ti I.iihould fean 'fiv}r#;i^tn Writer,- to look at 
" lYiZXfreat G Oi>,^«4. 5-^^*0 ^/i^,. wlio kaft fafiered 
** fb much for my Soul,, did I not allow his Atonement 
** to be of infinite Value, and an Equivalent to any De- 
- tnandi fr<an the FAT H E R/^ 

f Rom. vi. io. 
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ibc Sisxtc of my ThonghHK Tbejrare allbciit in.-* 
wards ; toUi^ed in themrelvcs^; and pandering upon 
jour.Dilcourfe. . Which has inclined m^'-^for& I 
wa^awaie, td contemplftto, i^th'cr tha'h talk.-^Yoif 

. will exeuie my Thooghtfalnefs^ AffttftL Gr, if hr 
wants an Apology, You muft-Watftc Yourfelf.* Foty 
k«d your Reafons -been lefo cogent, my Attmtatwi 
had been more difengaged. 

Afp. My dear Theriony I fliaJl only wi&^ in Allu^ 
fion to your own Simile, and in tbc Language of tKd 
beft of Books J That theft* Truths may diJHl as the 
Ihw * upon your Mind, and lie all Night upnrynn* 
Branthes f. This, I am perfmadcd, is the only Way^ 
to have all your Comforts green before the Sufty ind^ 
all your Virtues fkurijhas an Herb. Whereks, uh- 
d^r thfr Influence of any other Faith, I am afraid^ 
they will be as the Garden, that is vifited with a- 
Drought ; oif as the Leaves, that are fmitten we&i 
aBUft. 

Ther. I fhall attentively confider; both youi^ Doc- 
trine, and your- Argttolents; Which that I may 

4 execute, with more Eafc, iftnd to better Furpbfe, be- 
pleafed to fum uf'^ in a few Words, the Siibftance 
of what has paffed.— This done, it will be Time to 
withdraw. The Flowers, You fee^ are our Moni- 
tors. They have folded up their Robes, and veiled 
their Beauties. A Cuftom which they fcldom ufe^ 
till the rifmg Damps render it unfafe, for their Mafter 
to be among them ; and the furrounding Gloom ren- 
ders it difficult, for His Eye to diftinguifb them. 

^fp» You conld not oblige me more, than by 
giving me fuch 'a Command.— ^We tritft for Sadva- 
tio«^ 

Not 

♦ Deut., xxxli. 2. + Job xxix. 19. 
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, Notion our awa sfcternai 'Dmtuiu Tki&iiici's m 
buU<i oiu- Houfe upon the Saod. Whichy whtn.^b^ 
Rain$ dctotnif, when tb&^ Floods ri£e^ whe^ttto 
Winds bt(:(w wi.^ tofUf^iiuoua VioJencCy willoeiw 
t9ialy f|iU i and bury the Builder^ witl^all' hi«vVM» 
Qppesy in irrc^ri«wWaRtfi^« 

,Not oa th|^ Sinc^Jty oiQUxHtartf^ . Thls^ if op^ 
pofed to CHRlSTj and made the Rival of bis 
Merits, will be a « defpifed broken Idol." De- 
fpifidy by the infinitely fublime and majcftic RU- 
LER of the World. Brokeriy with regard to the 
Strefs We lay, or the Confidence We rcpofc, on 
fo deceitful a Prop« No more able to ftand in die 
Judgment of the Great Day, than Dagon was able 
to maintain his Station, before the Ark of the 
LORD GOD of Hofts*, 

Not upon oMt.Fnith. This is often weak, as the 
rickety Child : fometjmcs quite faint, like a Perlbn 
in a deep Swoon : always imperfeA, like every other 
Performance of ours»I Alas ! To what afHiSing 
Fears, to what grievous Defpondcncy, fliould I be 
perpetually liable, if my own Faith was the Ground 
of my Juftification. BfefTed be the FATHER 
of Mercies ! We have a fur«r Support. Not upon 
Faith, but upon its gracious AUTHOR, and 
glorious OBJECT, is the Hope of Ifrael founded* 
Yet . ' 

Not upon oar LORD's Righteoufnefs, con- 
iidered only as paifive ; but upon his aAive and paf- 
five Obedience united. All that He ^W, in Con- 
formity to the Commands of the Law ; and all that 
He fuffieridj in Submiffion to its Penalty. Both 
which, immenfely dignified by his divine Nature, 

are 
• I Sam. v. 3, 4. 
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irea-BKfi$ for our Faithf^ which nothing ^^iiij^'i, 
are a Foundation for our Affiance, whidh can^nc^eir 
be removed, — ^Nothing clfc, ia any Cniatur&, or 
in all Worlds, could expiate the leajf Stn. This, 
not only expiates all Sin, but gives a Title, to 
ivery Blefftng-^to the Bleffings of Grace, and of 
Glory — of evangelical Holineis, and everlafting 
Happinefs* 
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> HAVE 0ften purpofed, and a^ often 
forgot, to a(k my TS/rw—Wbat Pic* 
ture He was fo attentively furveyingy 
when I ftole unperceived up<m Him^ 
in this &vourite Arbpur *• 
ner. I was Moigtag a peiifiviBLplcafurc, in view- 
ing the Ruins, and contcm|iating the Fateof JSb^r 

liM ^that renowned- and opuknt City! Once tte 

Refidencc of the 4^Vtf« Monarchs, and Capital of 
one -of the grcatcft Empires in the World, The 
Draught I held in my Hand, reprefented (bmc of its . 
Remains. And indeed this was the very laft Sub- 
jtSt^ which employed my Thoughts. In the Morn- 
ing, my Son brought me his Obfenrations upon tte 
Scene j which I have juft now been revifing. 

For, I frequently fet Him, to cxercife his Judg- 
ment, or difpiay his Fancy, on renKurkable Paflfage^ 
^bicb occur in Hift(tt7,«^Hewas lately commiffion^ 
46 determine a Controvcrfy, between the illuftrioua 
Vol. n. Ifmflasy 

•*»Diiiic^V* 
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Leonidas^ and the lefs cfelebratcd Padaretus. 'Tliis> 
'was the Point in Debate: Which of them difcovcred 
,the trueft Gciierofity of Spirit, and the mofi heroic 
elipve of their Country ? T?he former, vAiotx^bd 
his Life, nay, devoted Himfelf' to Death, id* its- 
IXefence ? Or the latter, who, when He was Gan^ 
didate for a Seat among the Three Hundred, andr 
loft his Ele&ion ; inftead of being chagrined or dif- 
fatkfied, went home unfeigAedly rejoicing,^^^ That 
*• there were found in Sparta three hiKndred Kfen, 
*« more worthy than Himfelf ?"— The Tafk of this^^ 
Day was, To give a defcriftive Figure of thofc* 
wonderful Ruins. 

JJp^ Pray,' Iftt tat' have die Pleafure of hearing 
Ae ytfimg Gentleinan- s Performance. 

Tber. It will be too long, and: too puerildr. tike 
your Patience^, and offend your Tafte. 

JJp. I don't life tomake eitheroftbefe Complaints, 
when lam entertained with Tberon*s Compofitions. 
'And, as the Son has fo much of his Father'^ Gentur, 
I am not at all apprehenfive of any fuch Difagpoint- 
ment.-^We have a. nv>ft agreeable Situation, and 
more than' an Hour's Leifuye.^ L muft therefore re- 
peat my Requeft. 

• 73fer, *Tis true, I have retouched' the Sketdr: 
^which may render it fomewhat more tolerable. And 
^ce You perfift in your Demand^ I will read the 
Faper.-^Only defuring feme Allowance for a little 
i«jp»n<7«<y. of' Imagination. Whichjrin young Wri- 
ters it may be advifable to indulge, rather than re^ 
^prefs *^ As Age and. Judg^nt will^ probably, 

«Ofl»» 

' ^ This Opinion is aatli^rij(^4>y ditt penetratib{ foA 

tit 
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cbnie with the Pruning-knifc^ and make the proper 
Retrenchments.— I muft fartlxer oblerve, that, con- 
tiraiy to the Cuftom whicK prevails in our School^ 
I generally choofe to have Him exprcfs his Senti- 
ments in Englijh. Becaufe^ it is in this Language^ 
He muft communicate his dwn, and become ac- 
quainted with the Ideas of his Neighbours* Be- 
caufe, to acquire fome good Degree of Propriety 
and Fluehcy in this his hative Tongue, will be in- 
comparably more ferviceabie, than to fpeak Latim 
•with the'7>r«f/i/7if,Elegahcd, of to write it with the 
Ciceronum Copiouihefs. 

Is thfs Babylon? The Glory oMCingdoms ! The 
Beauty of the Chaldean £x9^Ilen'cy { 

Where orice the gorgeous^Eq/fy with ricbeji Hand^ 
Showered 99 het Kfngs bar bit fie Pearl and GoM^ 

How is She fUI^n ! Fallen frbih the Height of MagW 
nificcnce, into the Abyfs of Confufion! What was 
once the Obje£^ of uniyerfal Admiiration, is noviT. 
become a Spe&acle of Aftonifhioent and Horror* . 
The Palace^ where Majefty fat endironed lik^ 
i^otne tejrjteftrial Deity, is a Heap bf Rubbifh : ho 
longer diftinguifhed by an Air of fuperior Elegaiice^ 
but t^ fttong&r^^sdniafib melancWy Marks of de-- 
G 2 1 parted 

y in*vematf fef imitntis gaudeat^fint lieet ilia non faiisficea. 
\3 feverA. Foecile Remedium eft Vhertaiis^ fterilia mello La'- 
hvre 'uineunturi Ilia mi hi in Pueris NatUra milium $^ da^ 
ikf in qua Ingenium Judicio pra-fumitur. . Materiam effi fn* 
fium *velo abundantiorem^ atque ultra quam ofortet fujam* 
Midtum inde decoqnent Anni^ 0idtf(m Ratio finwbit airndd'^ 
velut Tjfu iffi detmtur. lib. B*Iiift, 
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parted Dignity ♦.~WhcrfD, the Nobles of that 
fumptuous Courts trailed along the marble Pavementa 
their Robes of Purple and. Embroidery ^ therc^ the 
crefted Snake hiffiss^ or the fiercd envenomed Adder 
glides. 

How difgraced is the Rotm of Sme\ and whAt 
Contem.pt) deferred Contempt^ 13 ppured. upo^ 
the Banquettng^houfiJ ^ In the firft, the haughty 
Monarch, ^^ who iaid in his Heart, / am^ m4 mm 
« elfs Uftdn mf t/' g*y« Audience to <:ripgin|; Sy- 
cophant^ and adoripg VafTals. In the laft, Hofpi- 
tality, forgetting her generous Chara&^r, a£led as 
an infamous Procurefs for Debauchery; ^nd Luxury 
andXewdnefs ahnoft brutalized^^i PeopUj- profyfely 
,|w#jf U Pkafuns t- NoWf Thorns over-run the 
Circumfeience, ahd ** Pefplation fits in the Thre- 
« ftold- of them bpth^."^Wbere V€ th? 5.oofs:of 
Ivory, painted with Vermillion^ and. adorned with 

Sculptunf 

* Set^amfn^ zJtwotTudda, in la^Iihftafy, written 
about the Year of onr LORD 1170, tells Us—'' That 
" He was nvon the Place, where this City formerly 
^ fiood» and found it wholly defolated and dtftroyea* 
«« Only fome Rnins of Nebucbadmz»ar*% Palace were ftill 
'^ renuuaing; but Men were afrud to go near- them, 
*' by teafon of the many Serpents and Scorpions, that 
« were then in the Place." 

f Ifai. xhrii. 10. 
' t ef«w/0/^iSr^cf~Thb is |fSif«^s Chancer of the: 
' M^fybtffafiSf Chap, xlvii. B. On which Parage, nothing 
ean aflbrd a cleafes* Comment^ than the Account which 
^jhus Ciauiff* gMs of -dieir onboanded Vcdaptuoufnefs. ^ 
B^fyUnii. ti^axmtm.Futtm, i^fu^ Mnttaimn/epma^r. 
^j(fi fimu Nihil Urbis ejus cmrruftius MoribuSf .mbiljad 
iMtandas iUicitndafyue immodicat Velti^taUs it^uBiusr^ 
Lib. V. Whoever, reads what follows, in that, elegant 
^d modeft Hiftorian, will not think Euginin^t Expref- 
" »n {brut^Mgd) too fevcre for fuch hmribly. ceirMp^ 

anncrs* 



S^piurif -The xadi^t Roofe, whofe JUmpi^ 
but^^i^ Silver^ pendent in many a Ubptbg .Row* 
yielded JLight^ a« from anocher Sky ? Bwtpt from 
'^eir li'otfM^^ns, they lie cktced wilb defiling 
Dirt, or clafped with tangling 'Bn2£s.-^A^^c no 
longer p^urs^her Harmony, through the fp^cious and 
I>ompou8 Apartineiit } Jbut the Ni^ht-Owl^iiflftlin^ 
in iirthc Cleft of the JLuins, fcreams«jbej: harih su^ 
pdrtemoH^ l!)iirotfismce;\ yof no longed leads up the 
-fprightly Dance^ amidft the.JC'uftre of chat artificial 
pay; but the folitary Bat Sits in filent Citc^e*^- pi: 
flaps her- footy Wing8.-^AU thoi^.^ Delight^ 
let Ae Sms pt SmfialUy hea^r t^ Tsd^ ^ajid^ 
.;Wamittg /rom'the Gata4r<>phj^;!-»«aU thofe g^y X>eh 
lights are extinguiflied, 4H(e one of ^ejf 'feehh# 
Tapers ;f 'vrhich^ Wing illuminaCibA' far^^a^wKile 
the fcftive AffcmWy, Ihojae i^ell to thp^E4g??s ^ 
;;ihe exhaufted Socke^and in aJEl^8imt^i^Qb^*j#tf 

JStc«ch and Darknefs. . ., ^^^ ' -"} 

,. The ^//f,^ werf cemenlfMi^ aii4 

confolidated i into the Firnn^eis. of' a , ¥\\tiih Tto| 
Twbers were mete like the everlaftiog Mount^i^ns t» 

• i* .. •-., . ■ • 'h ,* w. ^ ■■{ r . ^'-* -^^ 

* flie WallV were famlt^oC BfiQfct' and <iBiMftt44 «atk 

ill gltuiiwus Kind.of Slime ^ jnrhich binds Siore jtonly^thA 
any Mortar, andfoon grows iM|r4^^Ttha& the .fimbdr 
$tones themf^lves.^— TSiefe Fortificationa wei^» accohi^ 



ing to the Account given by Htrtdaimtm BumMf^^^h^ 
ievcft Feet« hi HdgJbt three hundred mai ASofMtUt mA 
leckoaed to^beiabfohitely imfrepiaik, lafomnqh .tliat 



the Inhabitants, when befii»^ed by Cyrm% iafalifid Hiin 
from the Walts^ and laughed at his Attenipt, aa a Jraia 
impradicaUe Projea*--«Oi ,h\Vf t» 'n^gM. i^dtm 'k* t«ro- 
^MpuoE*. XanojPHi /ii/».C>r»:iLib^Wt, . . 

.t BerqfuH defcribiag fomqafi^llie Edjfic^, eiedediii 
|hi« City^. %s ; Tttv^ #t4^ i^oUhv .^oii 9fm* S«tch 
«^ th^ir Cpmpafs and £l«viMJm> <iMl^ /i'^ t^fgrnn^lJih 
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than the Work of huq^an Hands. The Inb^bv- • 
tants, confiding in fuch prodigious Bulwarks, de- 
fied the approaching Enemy; and looked dgwn with 
a fearlefs Difdain, on the Army of Befiegers, But 
now the Prophet'? Thi:eatening is moft terribly fi^- 
iillcd ; Babylon is fallen^ is fallen *i Her broaef 
Walls are utterly brqken f . And all Her Fortifica- 
tiorisj thpugb ftrong and ftajple, as the united Pro- 
duftions of the Quarry and the Foreft could make 
the^n, are den^liwed\. are laid low\ ar^ brought t$ 
theGrputtd^ even to the JDuJlX. 

Where are the Gates^ the grand and glittering 
Gates g, which admitted the triumphant Hofts, or 
pourti forth their numerous Legions againft the 
pay ojE Battle? Not one Trace remains, to tell the 
in(juifitive Strang«r; ^* H^e the fpacious Avenues 
** opened: Here the mafly Portals rofe." — Com- 
modioiis It^alksy in which the cluftering Merchants 
tuifed ^% feufy Hum, and planned the Schemes of 
Commerce; aniple 5/r/^f;, in which Induffry drove 
the toiKtig Car, or fmote the founding Anvil ; arc 
flirouded with matted Grafs^ or buried beneath the 

iankeft 

'Moume^ms. This may be the Reafon, wfcy ^abyhn^ 
diott^ fituate in a Plani, is called a mkntain ; Iteb^! 
J am agmnfi Tbee^ O de/hoying Mmntedn^ faiib the 
LOJtD. Tiiotigh I rtfthcr thiftk, the Word is to be 
taken in ^he-fiiuratiVfe Senfe, frequently ufed by the Pro- 
phets* yiko'hy Mbuftfmn, cxprets a power/ul, hy Foreft, 

' • yo/efh. Jntiq, Lib. X. 

• Ifai. xxi. 9. . t Jer. h. $8. '1 Ifai. 

il Th6re wwc^no teff than an hundred Gates, all of 
filid Brqfs. H^ncc it U, that wheii J EH O VA H prb- 
miies tOtinake'£>r«/ "ULtSat^ <ii Bahylon^ He fpeaks in this 
very remarkable a&d pmticulariaeing'Manner ; Inmllbrcak 
in Pieces befiri Tbetrbe Gates b/ Bra/s, Ifai. xlv; 2. 
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-^njceft Wiccds. Silence, in both Places, a fulleu 
Silence reigns ; and Inadlivity, a death-like Inv 
Jtivitjr, flumt^ers. 

What IS become of thofe Hanging'-^^ardens^y whidi^ 
for curious Contrivance^ and ftupendous Labour^ 
were neuter equaled in any Nation under Heaveni 
Terraces^ that overlooked the tjilleft Houfes ? Par^ 
tirresj exaUed to the Clouds, and ppening their 
fLowji^ry Beauties in that ftrange Region ! Groves^ 
,whofe very Roots were higher than the Tops of the 
jloftieft Trees * ! — Thej are now fmitten by a dread- 
ful Slaft. Their Beauty is decayed, like a withered 
Leaf. Their very Being is ^one, fike the Chajf of 
the Summer Threjhing-Jloors i which the Wind car" 
riethaw^y ,an4its Place^js ng where found f. What 
was^once the favourite Retreat of a Queen, and the 
Admiration of the whole World, \s howaNeft for 
poiibnous Reptiles, and aKennel for rscvenx^usBestfts. 
—The Traveler, inftead of expatiating with ©^ 
light, where this penjile Paradife flourifhed, is ftruck 
with Horror j keeps at a trembling Diftance ; and, 
lifting his Eyes to Heaven, as He furveys the rue- 
ful Spot, cries qyX ; Righteous art Tbou^ O LORD^ 
iind true are thy judgments ! 

Here ftands an Obelijky maimejl by tlie Stroke of 
revolving Years, like a Mountain-Oak ifhattercS by 
the i^ning^lt. Another, all un'hihged and quite 
disjolpteil, fecms to tremble before every Blaft*that 
blowsi~There, iht Pyramid ti firm as the foltd 

Rock, 

• Petififes Ihrti funi^funmam Murorum Ahitut&nefn ipqva»^ 
ieSf mmarumque Jrhorum Umbra ^ Preeerisate ammni* 

CvtLT. Lib. V. 
t Dan. ii. 35. 
t StrabcHhii^TtmplcofBelMsSLPjramid. Lib. XV* 
G 4 ftft 
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• Jiockj Md fttcffaft, One'vrould have tbcmgfat, as 
the perpetual Hills; wrenched from its mighty 
B&fe^ is tumbled headksig in enormous Ruin, and . 
has crufiied many a Stru&ure by" its i'alL^^See, 
yonder^ the triumphal Arch\ which e^ibited^ 

' through itsi <^ten(ive and beautiful ^hd^ ftn ad-^^ 
vantageous View of the Firmament; It was, once, 
the graceful Memorial of fomecdebrated Vidc^ry:; 
it is, now> converted into a Trophy of a i*ry dif* 
ftrent Kind. Such is its proud afpiring Bcbuir ; and 
nothing remains,, but two Uneven, battered, ragged 
Stumps; which fcrve to recognize the deftru6tiv« 
Ravages of Time ; or rather, the irrefiftible Veii- 
geance of Heaven. . - 

Spiresy that pierced the Clouds, and (hot fnfto the 

- Skies, are leveled with the trodden SoiJ. On Pina-^ 
cksy to which tfie ftrong- winged Bird could hardfy 
foar, the groveling Worm Crawls, and the fdrdid 
Sujail leaves her flimy Track. — Baths^ that contained 
the tranflucent Wave, and were fo often perfumed 
.with odoriferous Unguents, are choked with Filth ; 
thtff:j3aiA]Colonadey that ftirro"unded them, is flrivered 
to Pieces ; and the elevated Domsy that covered them, 
isdafhed to. the Ground. — Where the public Jgue^ 
iu£i% conveyed CleanKnefs and Health, al€>ng theiip 
icryftal Currents i there, croking Vermihe fv^arm 
among the Weeds,, and noifoihe Exhalations fteam 
from the Mire.-r^I look round on the Plains, ^ the 

sdmoft 

' Sat if the Critics in Hiftory fliould qoeftioa or deny the 
Exiftence of Pyramids among the Babylonians^ for this 
Vnd other Liberties ufed by our young Declaimer, Hqt 
rdci ihall make an Apology : 

■ ' FiBorihus atque PffetiJ 

^iMiiet ainknSi /emftr fnit irf «« P^ieftas* 



/ 



D I A La<5 U Er X!.^ 105 

almqft bpuodIef9 Plains> on which r^k fnperb hn- 
penal City arofcl Thcjr^wore once>ft Magvpin^ of 
Plenty, a Source of vegetable Riches, fop theii- 
rpyal-Mlftrcfs. What, are; Acy now? Afoul, in- 
curable Morafs.; a dead, ftagnating Lake* A Pef- 
figimfirthiBittirn^ and Pools »/ ff^ater ^. . . . 

Auguft and ftatdy Templei% which ft^med to af- 
left thQ Neighbourhood of the Skies rf, are proftratc 
in the very Duft.i— -Who irtn point the Spot, where 
the confecrated Vifti;n bled, or the facred Fire> 
glowed ? Where the fceptred Image lifted its ma- 
leftic Head, or Ae venerating Crouds bowed the 
fiifpliant Knee % i Degraded are thofe fpjcndid Va- 
nities, and caft (according to the Denunciation of 
ibf} fecred Oracles) to the Mais and to the Moles \. 
AU is low ; low as the fpurious Dignity of the Idols 
they complimented ^ low as tbs Straw^ that is troi^ 
den down for the Dunghil §» 

. . ^ • Sepulchres^ 

• ifid. xiy. 23. 

^ A Tower in the Temple of Btlus, and dedicated tt> 
his Worihip, was moft amazingly high. It confined of 
eight Piles of Building^ ered^ed one above another. It 
•aiofe to the Elevation of fi)c hundred Feet perpendicular. 
And is thought* by the learned Bochart^ to have" been 
Part of that fuperb Work, which was begun when th 
nvbole Earth lAjas of one Language: but mifcarncd^ Or 
lather was providentially defeated, by the Confofion of 
tongues. In this StruOTre, there were doubtlefs very 
ftrong Traces of that arrojgant Boaft; Let Us hdU Us a 
Cijfy. and a Tower ^ ninhefe Top may reach to Hta*oeft» Gen. 
xi. 4. • • 

I Alloding to that prodigious Inftance of profufenefi* 
Ofientation, and idolatrous Maduefs, thegdden Image ftt 
,up in the Plain 0^Dura: whfe Height (that is, the Heieht 
of the Statue and Pedeftal taken together) was tkrtejcore, 
CuhiiSf Dan. iii*.i. SeePaiDBAUX^ ConneStion, Vol. L 
J?. 95' ^^- P- S^l* t*r. 

N If<^• %Hh h Ifi^* 3cxr. 10. 
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Vtpultbrtsr venerabjt Repofitones of the DeaiA; 
awful ManfionSy deftined to ever^fting Cpnccal* 
xnent; f re cleft and rent afuridcjr- They di.fclo(e 
the horrid Secrets of tljc Pit, ^d frightfully yawn 
upon the blafted Day. Poflibiy, ^e ravenous 
Creature' lurks within, that has already rifled the 
Tomb of its Hero ; given the putrid Bodies a ne\ir 
Crave 5 find waits only for. the Approach of Nighty 
to repeat bis Dirge in yells.— r-/qtri^/M«i, defigne^ 
fio perpetuate ibme illuftrious CharaMfter, or eternize 
fbme heroic Deed, ^are blended in die. promifcuou^ 
Ma(s. In vain, would the prying Antiquary fearcb 
for a legible.or confident Sentence: ja vain, at* 
tempt to find the memorable Nsunes of a Nebutbad-' 
nezzar or a Nimrod. Thefe^ though engraved ox^ 
Plates of Brals, or cut in Blocks of Marble, are j|oft 
amidft the ftupendous Lumber; as Prints on die 
unfteady Sand are effaced, when returning Tides 
Imboth the furrowed Beach. 

Here and there a ffars^glin^ Cyprefe files, as it 
were with funeral Solemnity, amid^ the W^ftc *. 
Somewhat like the bbck Pinnies, nodding ovqr thi( 
jnournful Hearfe, they a^gmfnt the Sadniefs pjF the ' 
Scene, and throw a dieeper llorjror on all below.*-^ 
No human Voice is heard, 'nor human Facefeen, 
amidft thefe defolated (leaps. Too dreary, even 
for the Roam of hoary Hermit, or the Cell of gloomy 
Monk. Abandoned they are» totally abandoned, to 

' ' ' ' the 

• Rmtnmlf^ a German Traveler, who paiTed that Way,' 
in the Year of our LORD 1574, fays; " This County 
** is fo dry and barren, that it cannot be tilled ; and fo 
** bare, that I fliould have doul;>ted» whether the potent 
** Bahjhn did ftaod there, if I had not known it by feve^ 
^^ ral antient and delicate Antiquities^ that are ftill (tend- 
** ing hereabout in great Dcfolation.** 



the Dotninion'of Solituic; jft- clfe, to the unmor 
icfted ilefort of fhaggy Monfters, and feathered 
JFlags ; which ftun the Midnight Hom^^thefe^ with . 
their iitiportunate ^hneki-^thofey with their exe^- . 
crabie How4s. 

Secf to what a ddpicable, what an abhorred 
Btate, the proudeft Monumeuts of earthly Gfah- 
deur, and the jnoft coftly Apparatus for earthly 
Felicity, may he reduced I A pregaant and alarm- 
ing Proof, that, for lajfing ttonouvy or real Hap^ 

H^ey hutU Uo lew^ vsho build beneath the Skits. 

. , . • •.•■.«'*• 

A/p> I v^ mu(^ approve the Chplce of your" 
Subjed. The Ruias of PerfepoUh would have given 
Us a View of Ms^nigcence in Abafemeni. Th« 
Ruins of Palmyrft^ might Mve ftcwed Us Elegance 
in the Duft* But thf ILuind of Bdbyhn ^/pky at n 
c>hce, Magnificence wi Ei^^ce under an Eclipfe, 
Scripiuh^ an4 B^^htifn in their Glory. — ^Thc I)e-> 
ftru^lion of this Gity^ which was abfolutely un- 
^equated * in every Infljince of Digaity^ sind fecm- 

ingly 

• t7«^tf«^iW— Reprefeiited therefore by the golden Head 
in Nebucladnesszaf^s prophetic Pream> and emblematic 
» image, *Z>0». ii^ 38.^Dercribed by an afittent Aatkor, 
as Ommum^uas unquam Sol afpexit Urbium maxima. — ^And 
moll magnificently pqqi^^trayed, together with its entire 
Demolition, in the Prophet's beautiful Draught. Thou 
haft made of a City^ an Heap % of a defenced City^ a Ruin ; • 
a Palace of Strangetit to be no City.'^J Cit^ — a defenced 
City^a Palace I io grand and flately, that it feemed like 
one continued Palace. Yet this incdmparably grand. 
-City, ihall become a Heap of Rubbifh — a frightful and . 
hideous RuiH^-'fto City; aothing like it; without any 
In4ication or Token, that it was ever inhabited. Ifai. 

XXV. 2. 



xngly invinciUd by any Enemy, tnuft eertnpiyysfk 
%ecn looked upon as the in^ improhabU ofl^v^ntfil 
Neverthelefs its utter Defttudion was 4ecr^ by 
J E H O V A H, arid denounced by his Profflicty fe- 
veral Ages befom the Execution took' i^kisv ,^The 
iwful Sentence wvf nbt onl/deaaoutuced^ bj|9(ie^rdir 
ed ; and is ftiU* remaining^ in die pubUc Ardiiyes cf 
our ReiigioiK .. ,. V-. r 

Ther, Where is this Sentence, jrecorded^ and- re^ 
maiiiingT .^ ' ' 

Jff. In thrPropliecy'of ifnab. lAnd not ^hly re- 
corded,! but in the moft cifiCMmftantial Maamt> md 
t«ithi a minute Detail' of the hdrrflylo Defolatlbns. 
Tliefe«pe the iTdrds «f the inured Vfiimi B abt- 

yukker paU. k U lim^k m-frifnfGina^m #i O0ur*^ 

^Utht Sbe^rds make tirir FM Am. « Atf wM 

JbtMbejyi^fidolifklCreaturiSy mdOwhJkdlAxM 
^rimt, and 8uiyrs\fiMU'iUmci^'$bm'e. And tlu wiU 
Meafls rftbi JfiambJhaO try in th^r difilaU Hmfis^ 
md Drofpui in their fkafitfU PalacK *• 

In the tm^iHk Sentenoes, ia com^rifed the moft 
i&Diifaecl Piaure of Pirofperky and Grandeur. Tlx 
6Uiy tf Kingdoms t beyond every other royal Sea^ 
fpacioiis, ornamented, and wealthy \ revered by 
many conquered and tributary Dominions, as their 
Miftrcft, and their Sovereign.— STJ/ Beaia} if ihi 
ehatitei Excdkney :■ The CbaUUansy who excelled all 
fhe Nations of the Eartb ih Riches, in Splendor^ 

^ Ifai aiii. i^» so^ ai^ zu 
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tnd ia Bonrer^^v^J&gr. gloried m this impend 
Citf* This\wi8 ^he highdl Honour of die moft 
illyflriottSy suvd chief Strefigtii .of llie moft vi£lo* 
rious People-} faireft^ ^hfi£t M^pB ootifpicuouHy 
fair; nobleft, where til waa fuperemffieiitiy noble*. 
— tYct this diftuiguiihed> Ais arowm)5g City, JbgU, 
attheUaftingof the Breath of JEHOVAH, he* 
totally, totally deftroyed, even as when GOD vtfer* 
tbrew Sodom and^Offnurr^fh •• ^ 

In defcribing the Overthrow, the Prophet, is 
equally admirable ; .and rifes, by-a moft judj^ous 
Gradation^ into all the Pomp of Horror, f, d^ 
<< Now, indeed, it is dkroifged n^ Cilazens \ bitty 
<< the Hour is coming, when it ftall be entirely 
** depopulated, and not fo much as a fmgle Inha«- 
<« bitantleft.*»-Leit You fhould think, thattnP^o*' 
" cefs .of Time' it may.be re-edified, and.agaia 
•* abound with joyful Multitudes, it fiyall never he^ 
^^ itthMted more^ no, never be -dwlt in any moar» 
** from Genereaim to Generation ; but 0)iU continue 
*^ a difmal Wafte, through all fiicceeding Ages. — 
V A Wafle fo difmal» that none of the neighbour^ 
<( in^ Shepherds IhsiW wiikevOmr J^ld, i^r find fo 
. » tfiHch as an o^cafional Shclt^Oifc tihtir F4ocha^ i 
" where Kings^ . Grlndees, and Crouds of affluent 
^f. QtiaenS, were wbnt .torepofe themfeivei^i/i pro** 
^ found Tranquility. £ven the rude and roviiig 
** Arabian, (hall not venture to pitch his Tent^ nor 
<< be able to procure for Himfelf th^ poor^ A(^com- 
«.< iQodation of aNight'^ Lodgings where tililliontH 
H of poHte People baiked in the Sunfliine oi pfofufe 
<^ Profperity.— 'Iq ihortj it fhalj neither be habit* 
*» able, nor acpeffiblej but ^ J^elling^place fir 
^ £fragon»f and Cow^ for Qwls y em Jjionifimenty 
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" ondaHiJftng*. What was once the jjeriiafeyi CJ//y f^ 
** and the Metropolis of the World, fliall be an 
*« evcrlafting Scene of Defolation ; a fearful Mo- 
«* humeiit of divine Vehgeanct, and an awful Ad- 
•* monition to human Pride.*' 

All this is f6retold irl Scripture ; and, though to 
human Appearaftce ihipoffiblc^ thbUgh to human 
Apprehenfion incredible, Was^ in the appointed 
Time, moft minutely accompliflied. The Memd^ 
rials and Evidences of tlie Acconlplifliment remain 
to this very Day J. They are fo authentic^ that 
the nioft inqilifit ve CuHofity cannot doubt j fo m- 
cbJiteJIable^ that the moft bigotted Incredulity dares 
not deny. Should nbt all this teach Us^ to Reve- 
rence 

* Jer. li. ^^ t ifai- »v; 4. 

X It is faid, by a very learned and fagacibus Author; 
iahjlotUm ufque eo cbncidtjfei ut Nemo cum Fiducia iliius Lo^ 
cum ampUus demonftrare fueat. V i t R f n G ; in I/ai, — Which 
TeftinuHiy is con^med, and almoft tr^nflated, by a ce- 
lebrated modem Traveler. '^ The Ruins of Babylon ^re 
** now fo much effaced, tha£ there are hardly any Vel- 
•* tigesof them, to point oat their Situation." Han- 
way'/ TrtfW/, Vol. II. 

Should my Readers prefer this Afieounti I fiiall neither 
litigate the Point, nor be anxious for the Confe^iience* 
It may indeed rank Mugehio^s Conipoiltion among the 
Works of Fancy. But it will realize jf/fqfic^s Afiertion, 
and corrc^rate his Argument. If We find t»Miwwudr 
of the City, We have the m^fi tvidint Vertficatioa, and 
the fulkji Accomplifliment, of the Prophecy. 

If this be the Cafe, it gives an amazing Emphafis Co 
that juft, but terrible Decree, iflaed from the fapreme 
Tribunal, Ifai. xiv. 23. I njoillfnMep it nuiib tki B\fim rf 
Dejiruaion, faith the LORD ofHofs. ** I will not only 
** lay it in Ruins, but extirpate it from the Earth/ I 
•« will efface the vtry Footfteps of its Exigence ; and 
" not leave fo much as a Fragment or z Trace of the mag- 
'« nifipent, but wicked Balylon.**'^Defiroy Bkrufteriyi in, 
•9tbing ofHerbilefl. Jer. 1, ^i. 
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tttict the Ai'thority, to ai&iife Ae Wifdom, and 
Cdbfidfin'the Promifesy of that moft fare and in- 
fallible W6rd ? 

1 know. You are not fond of Compliments, Ti^ 
rdn. Therefore, inftead of fpeakingmy Opinion of 
your Son's Performance, I will endeavour to return 
jrour Favour.-i— You. have entertained me with an 
Account of the moft memorable Ruins, extant in 
the material World. Let me prefent my Friend 
with- a PiAure of. Ruins, no lefs nmarkaiky far 
nore dipkraUey and unfpeakably inUrefting to Us all. 
I (hall give it,« in die Colouring of a great Maf- 
ter^ wbefe Works^ this very Day^ I happened t» 
be'penifing. 

. The Ps^e difplays a Doarine, of the utmcft 
Impo^^taace in the Chriftian Scheme ; and by one 
jot the fiiieft Pieces of Imagery, to be met with ia 
elegant Writing. I think, it may be looked upon^ 
as a pra^ical Impr9Viinent of £ugenio*s Declamation^ 
it pleafed me fo much, that I tranfcj^ibed it^ and 
1 make no Apology for reading it^ beeaufe I fliaU 
:expe& your Thanks, — Only let me hint, that it 
conifers the human Sbtil, as originally an Habita*- 
tionof GOD through the SPIRIT^ and then^ 
.fpeaking of its fallen Condition, proceeds* 

<« That He hatb wkidrawn Himfelf, and left 
^ this bis Ttmple defolate. We have many fad and 
•* plain Pro^fe before Us. The jUaifly Ruins am 
*^ vifible to every Eye, that bear in their Front (yet 
«« extant} this doleful Infcription; Hjers GOD 
^ ONCB 0WS1T. Enough appears of the.adr- 
^^ mirable Frame and Structure of the SmJ o/Moh^ 
^ toibeirthc divine Prefence did fom^ime refide 
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*< io It ; m^n than moHgh of vicious Drf^rmitjy to 
«( proclaim H« is now retired and f «ii#^ The Lamps 
" are cxtiniS:^ the ^/ror overturned $ the I,ijpb an^ 
<< Love ace now yaniflied, which di4 the one fl^ine^ 
«< withfofaeinreniyBrightners; the other l«ni, with 
<< fo pious Fervour. The golden Qmdii^ci is dif- 
^ placed, and thrown away as an ufelefs Things t6 
** make room fDr the Tluone of the Prince of Dark'- 
** nefs. The /acred Incenfe^ which fent rolling u^ 
^^ in Clouds its rich Perfumes, is exchanged for a 
«c poifonous hellilh Vapour ^ and here is, infiead ef 
"**• ajkoeet SaveuTj a Stench. The comely Order dRf 
•< this Houfe is turned all into Confufion. The 
'^^ Beotttki bfHoUnefi into neifeme Impurities. The 
^* fRufe^fProfir to a D«f efSTbieves jznd that of 
^ the worft and moft horrid Kind ; for every Ltifi 
** is a Thief i and every 7*^ is Sacrilege. Con- 
^ tinual Rapine and Robbery is committed upon 
** boif Things. The noble Powers, which were de- • 
"^^ figned and, dedicated to divine €lMternpiati$n and 
*^^ Delighty are alienated to the Service of the moft 
^'^ ddpicable Idols^ and employed unto the vileft 
*< Intuitions and Embraces^; to behold and admim 
-^^ lying Vanities^ to indulge and cherifli Luft and 
« Wickednefs/' 

^^ Thtxt is not now a Syftem, an entire Table 
■<* Q(79hereni Truths to be found, or a f^^ime of He* 
'^^ linefsj but fome Ihivered Paicds. How miu^ 
*« Attempts have been maide, fince that fearful Fall ^ 
*^ and Ruin of this Fabric, to compofe again the 
^ Truths of fo many feveral Kinds irito ^eir diftin A 
^ Orders, and make up Frames of Science or ufef til 
** Knowledge! and after fo many Ages, nothiitg^ 
<< finiilled in any Kiad» Sometimes, Truths arie 

- . « jnifptacdl^ 
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<* mifjplaced^ and what belongs to Me Kind^ it tmnf- 
^^ ferred to amthsr^ where it wiH not fitly match ; 
*^ {Qumimesy Falflsoodinferud^ which iSiattera or dif^ 
** turbs the whole Frame. And what with much 
'< fruklefs Pain9, is done by oile Hand, is daihed in 
*» Pieces by another j and it is the Work of a fA* 
^^ hwing Age to fweep away the fine-fpun Cobwebt 
<« of a former. And thtift Truths^ which are of 
, «^ greateft Ufe, kt^ leaft regarded 3: their Tendency 
** and Defign are ovelriotAed, or they are fo loofened 
^ and torn off, that they cannot be wrought in, fo 
** as to take hold of the Soul ; but hover as faint 
" i«^^?«<?/jNi/iW, that fignify Nothing. Its very 
<« fundamental Powers ^t fhaken and disjointed, 
♦* and their Order towards one another confounded 
•* and broken. So that what is judged confiderable^ 
** is not conjidered'y what is recommended as eligible 
" and lovely^ is not loved and chofen. Yea, the 
** Truth which is after Godlinefs, isnot fo much 
<< difielkvidy 99 bmedf heldinUnrighteoufmfs: and 
^^ fhines as too feeble a Lights in that malignant 
•* Darknefs, which comprehends it mU You come, 
•< amid A all this Confufion, as into the ruined Pa- 
** lace of fome great Prince, in which You fee here 
*< the Fragments of a noble Pillar, there the Ihat- 
" tefed Pieces of fome curipus Imagery : and all ly- 
** ing neglefted and ufelefs amongft Heaps of Dirt. 
^ He that invites You to take a View of the Soul 
*« of Man, gives You but fuch another Profpeft, 
** and doth but fay to You, Behold the Defiietionj 
« all Things rude and wafte. So that ftould there 
^* be any Pretence to the divine Prefisnce, it might 
« be faid, If GOD be here^ whf is it thus? The 
*< faded Glory, the Darknc£», the Difordcr, the 
Vol. II. H « Im- 
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<< Impurity) the decayed State in aU RefpeAs of 
« this Temple, too plainly fliew, Tht GREAT 
« INHABITANT is gone ♦." 

Ther. Your Painter, I muft own, is a Mafter in 
his Profeflion ; and feetns to have a peculiar Talent 
for a Night-piecf. — But why, I bcfeech Yow, fo much 
bf his Shades and Solemnity ? Has He no Colours, 
but the dark? No Lineaments, but the four? Could 
(f 6 not allow Us one bright Tint, one fmilir^ Fea« 
ture ? when He was copying the nobleft Bein^ in 
this fublunary World ?-^Is it for the Honour of the 
great CREATOR, to give fuch a deformed 
Praught of his moft finilhed Workmanihip ? 

Afp. It refleds no kind of Diflionour upon the 
Archited of Bahykn^ that its Palaces are fallen, its 
Edifices demoliibed, and its Walls leveled with the 
Ground. They might have been built with the «K* 
afteft Symmetry, and once embelliihed with every 
.graceful Ornament ; notwithftanding the Stroke erf 
Violence, or the Sap of Years, have now reduced 
them to Heaps of Rubbifli. — ^The human Sou), when 
recent from the Infpiration of the ALMIGHTY, 
was bright with Knowledge, amiable with Virtue^ 
and in every Refpeft excellent. But How — to i^eak 
in the Language of the mourning Prophet ; a Lan- 
guage never more pertinent than on the prefent Qc- 
cafion — How is the Gold become dim ! Hoiv is the moft 
fine Gold changed ! 
. Ther. Man's Soul is rational and .eternal 5 is the 
OiTspring of the DEITY, and capable of re- 
fembJing its MAKER. 

Afp. 

* See ?ylr. Howe's Treatife, intitled TlJ^ livw^ Temple. 
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^/ What Mlton aUows to the fallen Archangel, 
t can readily allow to fallen Man : 



Hs hud not loft 



All his original Brightne/sy nor appear^ J 
Lejs than Archangel ruined. 

The grand and diftingui(hing Faculties of the Soul 
renfiain ; fo as to befpeak a Child of Glory ruined. 
When a Fountain is poifoned, the Waters continue 
4o flow : but flow no longer with Healthy flow ra- 
ther with Death in the Stream. Thefe very Facul- 
ties, unlefs renewed and regulated by the Influence 
of Religion, muft be our prefent Mifery, and will 
gfove our everlafting Curfe. — ** The Soul,*' You 
fay, *' is rational, is eternal," And do not ev^n 
the Devils poftefs the Powers of Reafon ? Is not 
their Exiftence alfo of an endlefs Duration ? Yet 
^re they, of all Creatures, the mofl: execrable and 
the mQ& miferable. 

You call the human Soul, the Offspring of the 
DEITY. And You call it properly. Muft We 
not then adopt the Prophet's Exclamation,/* ii&w 
*< art Thou fallen J Lucifer ^ Son of the Morning * / 
*' How art Thou degenerated, O Man, Son of the 
« MOST HIGH! Thy glorious Original ferves 
*' only to fet forth, with more glaring Evidence, 
*' thy deplorable Apoftacy." 

Capable, You add, of refembling its MAKER. 

This, I acknowledge, is a valuable Prerogative, 

In this the infernal Spirits have no Share. But this 

Capacity will always lie dormant j will never awaken 

H 2 into 

♦ If;u. xiv. i2u 
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info ASt ; never be eftabliOied in Habit ; unlefs Al- 
mighty Grace intervene.' 

Ther. The moft celebrated Philofophers of Anti- 
quity, frequently exhort their Readers xofilUw Na* 
ture ; as a certain Guide to true Excellence. — Many 
eloquent Writers of our own Country, enlarge upon 
the Dignity of human Nature ; and from this Topic 
derive very forcible Arguments, for a correfpondent 
Dignity both of Sentiment and Behaviour. — ^Upon 
What can thofe Principles of the antient Sages, and 
of oar later Moralifts, be founded ? 

Jfp. Indeed, Theron^ I am at a lofs to tell. If 
they have any Foundation, it is merely imaginary ; 
not laid in Truth, nor confirmed by Experience.— 
According to my Apprehenfion, they invert the Or- 
der of Things. They take that for a PoJIulatum^ 
Which ought to be ranked among the Defiderata ; 
imd make an Axiom of a mert Figment. 

Had Man continued, as He was created ; to zSt 
'according to Nature, and according to the Law of 
GOD, would have been one and the.famc Thing. 
For wh ich Reafon, We find no Precepts of Religion, , 

ho Delineation of Morality, given to Adam in Pa- ' 

radife. Becaufe, Religion and Morality were en- 
graven on his Heart : or rather, they refulted from 
the very Bent and Tendency of his perfeS Frame. 
— But fince the Fall, it is quite otherwife. 

Ther. Have not many of the antient Worthies beeii' 
living Confutations of your Opinion ? Wife Philofo- 
phers, judicious Lawgivers, and fteady Minifters of 
Juftice ? Their Defires refined, their Affedlions be- 
nevolent, their whole Condudl upright, 

Afp. I cannot forbear wondering, that You fliould 
\jiRinQe in Lawgivers and Minifters of Juftice. 

Since 
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Since the very Inftitution of their Office prefuppofes 
the Depravity of Mankind. Was human Nature 
agitated by no irregular or vicious Inclinations, the 
Barrier of Laws would be as needlefs in pivil So- 
cieties, as the vaft Banks of Holland are needlefs in 
our upland Counties. 

But thi5> You will fay, is a digreffivc Obfervation» 
Your Qucftion requires a pofitive Anfwer. And it 
is eafy tp anfwer, Tha^t the Painting is beyond the 
Life. If my Author has been top free with the darky 
my Friend has been too lavifli of the glittering Co- 
lours.*— Thofe famous Men might aim, perhaps, at 
t^e Excellency You defcribc. Not one of them 
came up tp the Mark.-r-Or» fuppofe they did, this 
would not invalidiate my Tenet. 

Ther. This- not invalidate your Tenet ! Then 
Demonftration carries no Convidlion. 

Afp. Prayj who is your greatcft Favourite, among 
^11 the renowned Pcrfons of Antiquity ? 

Ther. Sacrates. — ^He ftands at the Head of the 
Clafs; and was, indifputably., the wi(eft and the 
^eft of the Heathen World. 

Jfp^ I think fo too.-r-Be plcafed, however, to 
recoiled the Story of the Pb^ognomtfty who pre* 
tended to difcover the Difpofition of the Mind, by 
the Caft of the Countenance; The Profeflbr of 
this occult Science undertook. You know, to exer- 
cife his Skill upon Socrates ^ and pronounced Him, 
after an Examination jof his. Features, lafcivious, 
paf&onate, and morofe,— This Judgment, fo extra- 
vagantly wide of the Trutl^, was bringing a Sto^m 
of Ridicule a^ l^^efe^tment upon the poor For tune% 
tellen When the ingenuous Philofopher interpofed, 
iftd 9wned the Defcription to be m&\y true. That 
H 3 fuch 
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fuch was his natural Temper ; and if his Convcrfa- • 
tion was of a difFerent Turn, it wa« owing to the?* 
Aids of Philofophy. — So that, even in your nioft 
finiihed * Charadcr, there was no innate Dignity. 
All was adventitiom, 

Ther. If Corruption was derived unto all Men 
from their Forefather Jdam ; methinks, all fiiould 
be equally corrupt. But this is ccmtrary to known 
Fa£t. Some We fee naturally loving and lovely ; 
gentle in their Manners ; and fubjed to no inordi- 
nate Appetites. 

jfjp. Some Perfons may be of mor^ ^entky or, if 
You pleafe, of lefs. diffohite Manners, than the Ge- 
nerality of other People. Thanks to a better Tem- 
perature 

• Though Ilovc and admire the Charafter of Socrateu 
yet I cannot approve the whole of hb Condud. One. 
Thing which gives me particular Oifence is, the hahiiuat 
Pradlice of Stjuearing, which occurs in all his Conferences 
with his Pupils/ Ma to» Ai«, Nh Ai\ or fome fuch Ap- 
peal to the DEITY is ufed* not only ia every I>if- 
courfey but almoft in every Page ; and that upon the 
moft unntcefTary Occafions. — I have often wondered, that 
fo polite a Writer as Xenophon^ fhould admit this flagrant 
Impropriety into his Dialogues. Which, befides its irt^ 
ligious Air, i^ fomewhat like the Cnamhe r^itm ; and. 
recurs, and recurs, and recurs, till it is really tirefome. 
But much more I wonder, that his excellent Mailer, 
ihould fuffer the Sanation of an Oath, to become fo /r/f? 
aim/; and make the Honour of his Jupiur^ fo cheap. 

This proves the deplorable Blindnefi of human Reafon;, 
which could miftake fo notorious a P-rofanation of the 
Divine Name, for a genteel Embellilhment of Speech — 
it Ihews Us, likewife, our extreme Need of that reveaUi 
. Law, which, among other refined Precepts, unknown to 
the Religion of Nature, ei\^oia^ \ 4^f i?^ Things^ J^^^f^\ 
»?/— And Thou Jhalt not tak^ ih^ Name oftheJ^ORD thy 
GOD in vain. 
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pcrature of their Conftitution, or a more watchfid 
Care in their Education. — ^Politenefs may mimick 
Charity, or fine Breeding may perfonate Humility. 
One vile AfFe£tion may check another, or a Senfe of 
Decency may hold Curb upon aH. — But (hew me the 
unregenerate Man, who is fubjeft to no inotdinate 
Appetites. When the very beft unregenerate Man, 
that ever lived, acknowledges concerning Himfetf; 
Siriy original Corruption, wrought in me all Manner 
of Concupifcence *. And even the Stoic Philofopher 
cannot but confefs, Omnia in Omnibus Vitia funi f . 

Ther. Have We not often obferved heroic Cou- 
rage, and a Generofity of Spirit, where the Educa- 
tion has been none of the ftrideft ? To what can 
we afcribe thefe laudable Qualities, but to the innate 
Virtue and Noblenefs of the Temper^ working with- 
out any auxiliary Succours ? 

Ajp* Virtue, Theron^ is a complete Affemblage, not 
fome disjointed Shreds, of laudable Qualities. Thofc 
You mention, if not accompanied with the whofe 
Circle of amiable Accompliftiments, are no more to 
be called Virtue ; than two or three fcattercd Frag- 
ments of an Edifice, are to be honoured with the 
Appellation of an Houfe. — How often are thofe very 
Perfons, with all their Fortitude, Slaves to ignoble 
Pleafures, or in Bondage to the bafeft Lufts. A. 
moft infaWible Indication, that they have no uni^ 
form Generofity, nor any real Courage.— Dcfire of 
Fame, may prompt to many fuch Afts, as dazzle 
tbc fuperficial Eye: which yet are far, very far 
from genuine Virtue. 

Ther. Do You then attribute the Grecian Polite- 
nefe and the high Roman Spirit, with all the gallant 
^ . H 4 A£tio«s 

• Rom. vii. 8. t Sen, De Ben. Lib. IV, 
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Actions of their Heroes and their Generals, to a 
Defire of Fame ? 

Afp. There is Reafon to fufpcft, that they derived 
their Origin from fome improper Motive, And no 
Motive was more artfully infiilled^ or more affidu- 
oufly cherifhed, than the Spirit of Ambition.— View 
their Cfovtrns, their Statues* their triumphal Solem- 
nities—Read their Orators, their Hiftorians, their 
Poets— The former were the School^ the latter were 
the Mafiers^ to inculcate this grand Leflbnt 

Let Us confider the Romans a little more attentive* 
ly ; and pot amidft the Dregs of their Community, 
but in their very beft Ages; when their Republic 
fubilfted, and their Scipios flourifhed. Many great 
and ibining Deeds were undoubtedly performed* 
But did they fpring from a reverential Regard to the 
Supreme B E I N G j from Obedience to his Will, 
or Zeal for his Honour f 

If this Principle fbould be thought too refined, 
did they proceed from a Lo-ve ^ their Fellow-^crea- 
tures ? In cafe, neither of thefe Motives * aftuated 
their Conduct, it can never be placed to the Ac- 
count of Virtue. — Had Benevolence been their lead- 
ing Principle, why fuch Inhumanity to Carthage? 
Why mufi that opulent Citj^' be laid in Aibes, and 

her 

• A Zeal for the Honour of G O D, and a Concern 
for the Good of our Felbw-crcatures^ are the true Sources 
of Virtue, i Cor, x, 24, 31. When our Anions flow not 
from thefe Principles, Reafon will put a ^ery upon them, 
and Revelation will e:cpunge them fr(Jm the Lift of Vir- 
tues. — They may be fpecious in themfelves ; they may 
. be coftly to the Performer ; they may even be ferviceable 
to Others, But can no more deferve the Title of Virtuf^ 
than the Aftivity of our Sun-fire Officers, in extin^uifc- 
ing the Flames on fome infured Houfe^ cau merit the 
Name of Charity, 
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her numerous Citizens be put to the Sword f Were 
they Enemies to Mankind, or a Nuifance in the 
World ? Y6u well know, that they were only too 
induftrious, and too powerful. By which Means, 
they would be in a Condition, to eclipfc the Mag- 
nificence of the Roman Name, and difpute the Prize 
of Sovereignty with the Roman State. For this 
Crime— a Crime in Ambition's Eye, abfolutely in- 
excufable--even Catci's upright Soul, fhall doom 
them to utter Deftruition ; and Scipio*s gentle Hand, 
jhall execute the horrid Decree. 

Is this Virtue ? Does Virtue ravage Countries, 
from the mere Wantonnefs of Pride, or Luft of Pre- 
eminence ? Does Virtue deftroy Millions of Lives, 
only to aggrandize a particular People, or extend the 
JDominion of fome favourite Empire ? If this were 
Vjitue, Brutus thought too honourably of her Cha- 
racter, when he termed Her an empty Name. — I am 
fure, my Theron has jufter Notions of Things. He 
need not be informed, that true Virtue, far from per- 
fonating the rapacious Harpy, zSis as a Father to 
Others, as a Father to all. And, like HIM, 
who is both its Pattern and its Author, goes about 
doing Good^ 

Ther. The moft elegant Cane, if plungcd'into 
yonder Bafon, while the Waters are curled by the 
Breeze, will appear both crooked and coarfe. I 
' cannot but think, the Accufers of human Nature 
. examine her State with ^ prejudiced Under ftand in g. 
Whiph has the fame perverfe Effect upon their Judg- 
ment, *as thofe ruffle4 Waves have upon the Sight. 
i^-i^r elfe, they contemplate her Condition, with a 
melancholy Mind y which, like a jaundiced Eye, gives 
4 every 
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every Objed a diftempered Afpeik; darkens thh 
chearful i difcolours the beautiful j and hangs even 
the Sun in Mourning. 

Jfp. Rather let this be the Comparifon, to illuC- 
trate our Point. — ^View the meaneft Piece of Earth, 
through the Prtfmatic Glafs ; and it will appear, not 
beautiful only, but perfcftly fplendid. Remove the 
delufory Medium, and all the fophifticated Finery 
vanifhcs. The Indigo, the Orange, the Violet are 
gone : and leave nothing to be fecn, but a rude 
unornamentcd Lump of Clay. — So, if We confidcr 
human Nature, according to the partial Reprefen- 
tations of Self-love; or contemplate it, in the^/rf- 
fering Mirrour of fome popular Writings ; it may 
fecm regular, holy, excellent. But, if We behold 
it under the Light, the unerring Light of Revela- 
tion, its fanfied Charms difappear ; it ftands clothed 
with Deformity ; and is a Speftacle of Commifera- 
tion, if not of Horrour. 

ThfT. What Reafim have You to father fuch a 
Notion upon the facred Writings ? — The facred 
Writings inform Us, that Man was made aftsr the 
htage-of OOD. This, fure, could not be fo dif- 
honourable and depraved a Pattern, as your I>ifc©urfc 
would infinuate. 

Afp. Far, very far from a drflionourable Pattern ! 
The Image of GOD is the ctmfummate Standard 6f 
all Perfeftion. — In Conformity to this admirable 
Exemplar, our firft Parents were created ; and in 
this admirable Condition they continued, till by 
Tranfgreffion they feH. Fell from the moft holy 
and happy State, into Guilt, Condemnation, and 
Ruin. — Therefore, when this fatal Cataiftrophe had 
taken place, the facred Hiftorian varies his Style ; 
3 and 
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artd with- a remarkable Peculiarity, as well as Pro-* 
prtety o^ Speech, fays, Adam begat a San in his own ♦^ 
not in the DIVINE, Ukemfs. That every Rea* 
der may advert to this melancholy, but important 
Truth ; it is marked more ftrongly ftill ; it is en- 
forced by a very emphatical Repetition. Jfter his 
awn Image f, now fallen and corrup ed ; and there- 
fore cofltradiftinguiflied to the Image of G O D, 
mentioned in a preceding Verfe, Which Expref- 
iions are evidently intended, to denote the Differ^ 
ence betv^een the State, in which JJamvfM created, 
and Seth wa& begotten. 

TJ?er, Pray, let me have a fucci^id, but full Ac- 
count of this tragical Story. Since all your ortho- 
dox Divines lay fuch a mighty Strefs upon the Doc- 
trine of the Fail. 

Afpi GOD, having formed the human Body out* 
of the Ground, animated the Strud^ure with a living 
Soul ; and tranferibed upon this Soul the Image of 
his Welled SELF. All was Light in the Under- 
ftandiiig ; all was Rectitude m the Will ; and no- 
thing but Harmony in the Affections. — Man, thus 
endowed, was placed in the delightful Garden of 
Eden\ and furniihed with every Accommodatioji, 
which was neceflary to fupport his Being, or de- 
Arable to gratify his Senfes. — He was conftitutcd 
Lord of this lower Creation, and, amidft number- 
left Indulgences, received only ane — eafy — negative- 
Command — wot- to eat of the Tree of the Knowledge af ' 
Good and jEviV.— From this He was to abftain, as a 

Pledge 

• This IS affirmed, notofC^'ir. but of 5*i?//&, the mod 
excellent of AdsLmh Children, and Father of the holy 
Seed. 

1- 1DV» tniDna Gen. V. 3. 
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Pledge of his Subjedion, and as an Exercife 6f his 
Obedience. Blifs and Immortality were to be the 
Reward of Duty i Mifery and Death the Punifh* 
ment of Difobedience. In the Day Thou eateft thereof. 
Thou Jhalt furely die *, was the Sandion of the di« 
vine Law. 

How equitable ! How gracious thcTcrms ! Yet, 
neither theGoodnefs of GOD, could induce Him 
to keep themj nor the Authority df GOD, deter 
Him from breaking them. — ^Unreafonably difcon* 
tented even with fuch advantageous Circumftances, 
and prefumptuoufly afpiring to be like the MOST 
HIGH, He hearkened to the Suggeftions of the 
evil Spirit, — In a Word ; He violated the Precept, 
and incurred the Penalty. GOD was juft, and 
Man was undone. He loft his Uprightnefs f ; be- 
came fubjedl to Mortality ; and, as the nervous Ori» 
ginal expreffes it. Died the Dedth. 

Ther. True ; He became fubjeS to many bodily 
Infirmities, and to the Neceffity of final DifTolutio^. 
— But, what has this Sentence, or what have theft 
Sufferings to do with ycur Notion of univerfal De- 
pravity in the Mind ? The Death, which the Al- 
mighty LEGISLATOR threatened, can be op- 
pofed only to the Life, which the Almighty CREA- 
TOR gave. 

Afp. Be it fo.— The C R E AT O R gave, and 
Man poiFefTed a Life, incomparably more excellent, 
than that which the Pulfe imparts, or the Beafts en- 

• Gen. ii. 17. 

^ iHUHence^ that at a Fri! 

Had Jhadotfnd them from knwuing ///, nJoeu gone^* 
Juft Confidence y and nati've Righteoufnejs, 

Milt. Book IX. 1*054, 



i) I A L O G U E XI. Its 

]<yf*> He poffcflcd a divine Life. Which, according 
to the Definition of the Apoftlc, confifted in Know- 
ledg€^ in Ri^teoufnefsy and true Holinefs ♦. This— 
vrhich was the diftinguiihing Glory, and the fupreme 
Felicity of his Nature — this, alas ! was extin6k. 

His Underftanding, originally enlightened with 
Wifdom^ was clouded and overwhelnied with Igno- 
rance. — His Heart, once filled with religious Vene- 
ration, and warmed with heavenly Love, became 
alienated from GOD, his MAKER.— His Paf- 
iions and Appetites, rational and regular before, 
ihook off the Government of Order and Reafon. 
The whole moral Frame was unhinged, disjointed, 
broken ; or, in other Words, the Life of GOD was 
departed from the Soul. 

Ther. What Caufe have You to fuppofe, that all 
this Mifery was either included in the Threatening, 
or introduced by the Fall ? 

Jfp. The Ignorance of fallen Adam was palpable. 
Witnefs that abfurd Attempt, to hide Himfcif from 
the Eye of OMNISCIENCE t, among the 
Trees of the Garden. — His Averfion to the All-gra- 
cious GOD was equally plain. Otherwife, He 
would never have fled frpm his MAKER; but 
rather have hafted, and on the Wings of Defire, 
into the Place of the divine Manifeftation. 

A flrange Variety of diforderly Paffions J, wcrf 
evidently predominant in his Breaft— Pr/V^; for He 

refufes 

• Eph» VTf 24. CoL iii. 10. This is what Mcfu calls. 
The Image of GOD. 

f ti9Cin^ we Af iMi Tvlo anm^ ; To» 0eo», rov ma*iuyy wa^>\a, 

I Milton^ (peaking of the unhappy Pair, and defcrib- 
• iog the Confeqaeaces of their FaU» lays : 
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^^ufes to acknowledge his Gailt, though He can«i^ 
but own the FslA — Ingraiitudf*, for He obliquely u^ 
braids the CREATOR with his Gift, as though 
k had been 4 Snare, rather than a Bleffing ; Tie 
fFimoHy wh$m Thou gavtft tm-^Want •/ naturdl 
Affeifion \ for He endeavours to caft all the Blame 
upon the weaker Veflel ; and to acquit his otm<>if»^ 
ous Self, by impeaching the Wife of his Bofom^-^ 
The female Criminal ads the fame unhumbled 
Part. She neither takes Shattie to Herfelf; mx 
gives Glory to G O D j nor puts up a fingle Pe<- 
tition for Pardon. 

As all thefe Difafters enfued, upon the Breach of 
the Commandment ; they furnifh Us, I think^ with 
the beft Key to open the Meaning of the prdhtfoitory 
San£lion. They prove, beyond any Argument, that 
fpiritual Death, and all its Confequcnces, were com-^ 
prehended in the Extent of the Threatening. 

Ther. How could one A& of Difobedioncc pro- 
duce fuch deftru<£^ive Effects ? Erafe the fair Image 
of the GODHEAD; and R^tAp the Monfter, 
ftamp the very Devil, in its Stead ?— And fo JmaO 
an AjSt of Difobedience too I 



' Nor eniy Te4tr$ 



Rained Mt thtir Eyrs ; Sut high Winds wHthin 
Began to rife ; high Paffiontt Anger ^ Hate^ 
Miftruftr Su/picionj Difcordy etnd Jhook fore 
Their inrward State of Mind i calm Region once^ 
And full of Peace ; noijo toft and turbulent / 
For^ Underftanding ruFd not, and the Will 
Heard not her Lore ! But, in ZuhjeSlion no^v 
To fenfual Appetite, ijjho from beneath 
Vfurping, o^er foi^ercign Reafon claimed 
Superior S'wajf* . -, 

Book IX. 1 121. 
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Jtj^. The ProbiiittcM^ if You pleafe, was fmall ; 
npt fo the Txanigreifi€ui. It was committed againft 
the cleareft Knowledge of Duty , and the ftrongeft 
Obligaticma to Obedience. It argued Ingratitude 
for the rtcheft Favours, and Unbelief of the moft 
foletnn Declarations*. It was an A6k of the moft 
horrid Prefumption in the Creature, and of the moft 
impious Rebellion againft the C R £ AT O R. 

As to the Smallnefs, or rather the gentle and be* 
mgn Import of the Command, this aggravates, be* 
yond Meafure, the Crime of Diibbedknce. Allud- 
ing to the Words, once addrefled to the Syrian Ge« 
neral, wc may jnftij expoftuhite^-" O thou Adam^ 
" if thy LORD had bid Thee do fome great 
<« Thing * ; in Submiffion to his high Authority, 
<< and out of Gratitude for his unfpeakable Good* 
<^ nefs, oughteft Thou not to have done it ? How 
*' much mare, when He fays to Thee ?— i-Freely eat 
«< of all, except this fingle Tree. Tbeufamb^ Thou* 
^^ fanh of Honours, Privileges, and Gifts be jthine ; 
^ only one Acknowledgment of thy Subjedion, 
<« minr. And that tku^eafieft^ which thy Heart can 
*' wifli, car even thy Fancy conceive." 

You afl^ ibm could one K& of Difobedience 
pcodttce fuch deftru&ive £ffe<Sls ?^^ anfwer ; The 
JLmlity. of the Fa£l, in numberlefs Inftances of ma- 
tcriid Nature, is plain to a Demonftration ; while 
the Manner of Operation, remains an impenetrable 
Secret. • Every Child perceives the former ; ifewton 
himfelf is at a lofs for the latter, — For which Rea- 
fon, I have always thought it better, to believe 
what GOD has taught, than attempt to explain, 
what GOD has concealed. Let us forego this 

curious, 
• 2 Kings v. 13. 
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curious, perhaps fruitlefs Enquiry ; aiid Aibftitttte 
a Remark, which naturally arifes from the Subje^j 
and may confiderably edify our Minds. 

Ther. Edify ! Is it poffible to render this diiho- 
nourable and afflictive Notion edifying? Can any 
generous Fruit fpring from fuch a penurious Soil ? 

jffp. Samfon^ I believe, had no Expe£tation of 
finding any Thing valuable, in the Reliques of his 
ilain Lion. But, to his agreeable Difappointment, 
there was Honey in the Carcafe *. If our Doftrine 
appear ghqflly as the One, it may yield a Benefit 
fweet as the Other. 

From hence We may learn (what, when rightly 
learnt, is more ferviceable than all the Sciences) the 
extreme Malignity of Sin.— When Volcanos open their 
tremendous Jaws, and difgorge a fiery Inundation ; 
they confine their Fury to a fingle Territory .—When 
Famine lifts her mildewed Hand, and deftroys the 
Supports of animal Life ; She is content with ruin- 
ing a Kingdom or a Nation.— When Tf^ar drenches 
his Sword in Blood, or the PeJiiUnce impregnates the 
Air with Poifon ; they alfo, even they obferve fome 
Limits, and never make the whole Compafs of Na- 
ture the Scene of their Ravages. — But Sin leveled 
its Blow at the whole human Race. Sin poured 
Contagion^ and fpread Deftru6tion, through all 
Countries, and all Ages. One Jingle AGt of Sin 
brought Confufion and a Curfe upon the material, 
and Miferies, infinite Millions of Miferies, on the 
rational World f.-^How then fhould We fear this 

moft 

• Judg. xiv. 8. 
. t St. Chry/oflom calls the firft Tranfgreffion, «i vtaSitt 
^i^»yojut>19 afMfm* Which ii, in a Manner, tranflated 

by 
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unoft horrible and pernicious of all Evils ! With 
what Carefulnefs guard againft its infidious Allure- 
ments ! With what Refolution fly from its killing 
Careffes ! 

• 

Ther. I muft obferve-, Afpafio^ that You take for 
granted, what remains to be proved. For, fup- 
pofing your Account true, with regard to Adam ; 
yet, how does this afFed his Children ? Why muft 
all hisPoftcrity be contaminated, becaufe their Fore- 
father has played the Prodigal ? Such a heavy Charge 
^gai^nft the whole Body of Mankind will not be ad- 
rfnitted, without very cogent Proofe. 

Afp. The Proofs arc cogent; perhaps irrefra- 
gable. 

Poetry, addreffitig fallen Adam^ is very clear in 
her Depofiti6n : 



• TJ^y, who mveir UucVd 



STi' ixcepud Trei^ nor with the Snaie confpir^dy 
Nor Jinn' d thy Sin, yet from that Sin derive 
Corruption *• 

' Reafon off^fs to turn Evidence in the Cafe. 
Reafqn, in Concurrence with Revelation, demands ; 
fFho can bring a clean Thing out of an unclean \? _\i 
the Fountain be polluted, how can the Streams be 

[^ pure ? And if the Root is corrupt, 'tis impoffible to 

Vol. II. . I con- 

by Milton \ who, fpeaking of the fame tragical A£l» 

I (ays 



.// 



Brought Death into the Worlds and^all our Woe. 
* M I LT O N. + Job xiv. 4. 
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conceive, how the Bi^ancbes fhould be foiuidj or th«r 
Fruit good *. 

The fcriptttral Tcftimonies are almoft innumera^ 
ble. They pour their Evidence froin^^vefy,QuaCrt 
ter ; and copftitute, not tvi^p or three only, but a 
t9*ole Gloud o£ Wit^ffes.— G Qp ma^^Ji^.up- 
righi^ fays the royal Preiicher, The huniAn.I^ature 
iliJts primitive State, wgs all Reg^ladtyJl ai^d vi^ith- 
dtU' any improper Biafs* 5«/, eva? fince the fkft 
'Rraiifgreffion, Mferi have b^en, inclined to ^yil* 
Andj iivCorifcquence of this Depravity, thf^,kMa 
Ja'ughn, out. many hvintions f* — ^Don't You obferve 
the very peculiar, and no lef» fignificaQt^. Struiftm:« 
©£uhB>Ii>qn^uage? GOD jnadct not , fie makes. 
Marly at his firlft Creation ; not Men^ in their fuc- 
cedfise Genwrajions* Then /Jf was wife a^d holy ; 
now they are foolilh and depraved. Our Nature* 
as proceeding from a gracious C R E AT OR, was 
without Fault and wittamt Defca; ; butaspropa- 
igated. fV^iaa/allen Parent, is unhappily altered. 
i'uimus.Traes^r 

Then I don't deny, but Multitudes of People, 
feduc^d by bad Example j or betrayed by their own 
Jm^rif»^ytM^^ depaited ftpm t^ Rule of Duty. 

Have, 

• Mihon has anticipated Tl^eron^s Objc^oa | and, ii^ 
Mamh SolHoquy, very judieioufly folvcS it- 

., „ 1 JJkf nvhy fiiuld aO Mankind 

For one Man's Fauk^^ thu* guiltle/s be coadtemii'd. 
If guiltlefs ? But fimm me njuhat can prcceed 
* But all corrnpty' both' Bddy and Mi^dtprdfMi 
Net to do only t but to 'will the fame 
With me ! How can they acquitted ftand 
in Sight of GODr 5<>ok X. 82«, 

t Ecckf* vii» ^9p':: 
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Have, as the wife Man'affirms, tried ii^any focliil^ 
Exgcriments to acquire Happjii^fii and devifed as 
many idle Excufes for their folly. B&t, thjs h no, 
fuch irrefragable l^roof, that their very Natjir/e was. 
depraved* It only imp^ie?,'; that,^ not taking prpper 
heed to their Wa'y?^ they Warpc3 frpnx their, native 
Uprightnefs. As yoodir Tulips^ though perfeftly, 
b<»iutifal at prefcnt, if not attended with the ne- 
cefl&ry Cultivation, will degcnera^tp into honxely 
Flowers ; and, at length, be no better than tawdry 
Weeds. 

J/p. No, my Pricpd.* Iniquity is not an advenrs 
titious Thing, catclied from Example, or contraSed, 
by Careleffntffe. Thefe may increaf^, but thefc do 
not occafion, ^t moral ^Afylady. A finful Difpo.- 
fitioii is early as our Being : is the very Mould, in, 
which all our Faculties are cift. — David bears very, 
exprefs l^eftimony to this humJblihg Truth. Bh 
hqld! He (cts bis N. B. * upon the Paffage. 'Tis 
a: fad, but certain Fad. Such as (hbuld never de^ 
part from my Memory, nor ever be omitted in my 
Confei^ons.. Iwasfiapenin Wickednefs^ and in Sin 
&i tn% Mother conceive me f. As though he had faid 
— " Alas i LORD, this Crime, though extremely 
<< horrid, is but a little Part of my Guilt. I have 
I 2 " not 

^ I need not inform my Readers, that N. B. points 
cat the fpecial Importance of a Paflage, and is a Call 
for peculiar Attention. A n Obfenration of another Kind 
may, perhaps, be more wordiy of their Notice. That 
David fats not the diftinguiihing Mark upon his adlaal 
Tranfgreffions, bat upon his original Sui. As that» 
which was the fatal Source of all; fhould caufe the 
deepeft Humiliation in Himfeif ; and ihould be moft at- 
tentively regarded by the Reader. 

f Pfal.lLs* 
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*' not only finned in Practice, but I am totally and 
**' univerfally corrupt in my very Nature." 

This He acknowledges, not to extenuate his Of- 
fence, but to lay open his exceflive Vilenefs. And 
ihdeed it is not poflible, to form a right Judgment 
of Ourfelves, or to be duly humbled before G O D, 
unlefs We add the Depravation of our Nature to the 
Tranfgrefiions of our Life. Juft as it is impoflible 
to difcern, what monftrous and voracious Animals 
lie hid in the Ocean, if We only glance an Eye 
"Upon the Surface of the Waters. 

Ther. This, You know, was written by the royal 
Penitent, under the Pangs of a fevere Remorfe*; 
Does not a Senfe of his enormous Iniquity, toge- - 
ther with the Apprehenfion of divine Wrath, caufe 
his Hand to fliake, and lead Him to aggravate Fea- 
tures ? — Or, fuppofe it were true of the adulterous 
King, is it equally applicable to Others, w:ho have , 
efcaped fuch grofs Pollutions ? 
* Jfp. It is no exaggerating Draught, but a faithful 
Delineation ; and exaftly reprefents every Child of 
Adam. — It was written with the utmoft Deliberation; . 
and therefore is introduced with that Call for pecu- 
liar Attention, Behold!. — ^And, though I^avid was 
fcandaloufly criminal in his Intrigue with the Wife 
of Uriah ; yet, the general Tenour of his Life was 
not only irreproachable, but exemplary. Who fo 
zealous for the Houfe of GOD, or fo devoted an 
Admirer of the divine Word ? His Heart was an 
Altar, ever flaming with heavenly Love ; and his 
Tongue a Trumpet, to found the Praifes of 'J E- 
HOVAH through all Generations. — And if He 
had Ucaibn to make .this abating Confeiiion ; who 

is 
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is the Perfon, that 'can think Himfelf aggrieved, by 
Iharing in the Imputation? 

One of our moft eminent Martyrs *, when He 
hearcj of any Malefaftor, condemned to fufFcr an . 
Ignominious Death, ufed to lay his Hand upon his 
Breaft, and fay — *' The Seeds of all thofe Villanies, 
** which brought that unhappy Wretch to the Gib- 
*' bet, were fown Here. If they have not fprung 
** up into the fame det-eftable Deeds, unto divine 
** Grace, u^itp divine Grace alone^ be all the 
*' Glory !" 

Ther. Your Martyrs had honeft Hearts, but not 
always the cleareft Heads. I admire their Zeal, 
and reverence their Memories. But I can no more 
receive their Opinion as an Oracle, than I can be 
perfuaded to worfhip their Relics. 

'Jfp^ I have no Intention to palm Popery on my 
Friend, nor any Defire to calumniate the human 
Species, If it be difingenuous and finful, to afperfe 
a particular Charadler ; how much more unjuftifi- 
able, to traduce our Nature in general ! 

My Account, dark and difguflful as it is, {lands 
•confirmed by a higher Authori'ty, tlian any private 
Opinion. It is confirmed from an unlverfal Survey 
of Mankind; taken by the Eye of the CREA- 
TOR Himfelf, and left upon Record in the Books 
of Revelation. The LORD looked down from Hea- 
ven upon the Children of Men^ to fee if there were Arvf 
that did underfiand^ and feek after G OZ).-— What is 
the Refult, of this grand Enquiry? It muft, with- 
out all Peradventure, be infallibly true. Becajufe 
GOD's Infpeftion is too keen, to be elude^; and 
his Judgment too impartial, to be biafled. This is 
I 3 the 

• Mr. Bradford. 
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the Report, made by the mfinitdy wife OBSER^- 
V E R : They are all gone a/ide^ ibey are all t$gether 
become fibby * ; there is None that doetb Geody no not 
One. 

Ther. This, I apprehend, is the Charai^er of thofe 
.befotted Creatures^ thofe moft egregious of all Foob, 
Whofayy There is no GOD. To them the Pfalm 
. relates, and to them the abandoned Charader is ap- 
; propriated. They have it, if I may fo fpeak, Cum 
Privilegio. 

Afp. It is meant rather of practical, than of fpe- 
culative Atheifts; who fay, if not explicitly with 
their Mouths, yet implicit^ in their Hearts, There 
. i a no G O D . Who live, as if there was no A L L- 
9EEING EYE, to tate Cognizance of their 
prefent Conduit 5 no Supreme JUDGE, to call 
them to a future Reckoning.-!— Now I dare appeal 
to Yourfelf, though perhaps the fondeft of* Fathers, 
Whether this Inftance of Foolijhnefsj is not bound i^ 
in the Hearts of our Children ft Nay, I dare appeal 
' ' to 

• f/al. xiv. i, 3. The two original Words miw nO 
are metaphorical Bxpreflions; taken from — ^Fines^ that 
'^e htcotticfour — and Meais^ that are in a Sate of Putre^ 
faaion. I believe, it is impoflible to find Images, mor^ 
Uronfely expreifive of z total Depravity, and of the ut- 
moft I)cgencracy. Yet both thefe Infages St. Paul hias 
^comprehended in one Word ; Ai^ofavn^ir top y(», i Tim, 
vi. 5- 

t Pr^^ xxii. 1 5 . Let None think, that by Podijhm/s 
the facred Writer means only thofe fil^ Tricks, which 
difcover a Weaknefs of Underftanding in Children. So^ 
hmm^t Fool is not thtMoty but the Sinner i and the Pol- 
^ly^ ftigmatized throi^ghooLt the JPr0<p^^/,- denotes, not a 
.P^jtai? in the intelleCtvali but in the religious aod moral 
^Charadler, 

4 The 



r 
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to any uijprejudiced Perfpn i Whether it be not 
nalura] to Us all, both in Youth and Manhood, to 
'Soxget our CREATOR? 

In this Cafe, Thercn, there is no Monopoly. 
Your Right and mine, are too ftro^gly eftablifhed 
by Experience, and too clc5u:lyexpreired in the pre- 
ceding Scripture, to admit of any Controvcrfy. — 
If theilB -w^e jfny^ that underftood — They are all 
'gone out of the Way— There is Noney that doeth . 
Good — ^No, not One. — Could any Conveyancer in 
Eur^e'h^re contrived a Form of Words, .more 
fully toafcertain our unhappy Title ? 

Then There may be fome Texts in Scripture, 
which feem to countenance your Affertion. But 
thcfe refer to th« worft of Men, in the worftof 
Times. And can You, with any Juftice, afcrlbe 
-the Prol>erties of a few Reprobates to the whole 
Species? 

jfjp. This very Paflage, and others of a like Im- 
(>ort, are adopted by St. Paulj and applied both to 
yews and Gentiles ; with this profeflcd Defign, that 
every Mouth may be Jl^pedy and all the fVorld ?nay 
be found guilty * before G OD. Whidi evinces, I 
. I 4 (hould 

The Words, in thii PafTage, are peculiarly forcible. 
Todifimefs is in the Heart ; implanted in the very Nature ; 
^funk deep into the inmoft Faculties. — And not only funk 
deep, but adheres aimed infeparably : n*1Vii^p is 'wrsift^ 
tiedi and bound : twines like the Ivy, and is rooted like 
the Oak. 

• Rom, iii. 19. Ymj^noi ytnHai, " May het^me gliUty," 
does not foexa&ly anfwer the Scope of the Context, nei- 
ther does it fo folidJy eftabHfli the Apoftle's Argument, 
as •* may \>tfiund%\xi\iy ;" be fully convidcd, and appa- 
rently liable to molt'juft Condemnation.— ^Tiiofe.Things 
were written of Old, and were quoted by St. PauU not 
to under Men criminal, bat to fro've them fo, 
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Ihould think, beyond all Doubt, the Univerfality o( 
its Extent. 

If to the Univerfality, We add the Jntiquity of 
this Fad, it will bear the two grand Charadleriftics 
of Truth. Far from being a novel Opinion, it was 
received as a Maxim, in the early Age 6f Job, What 
is Man^ that He Jhould pretend to he clean ? And He^ 
that is horn of a Woman^ that He Jhould prefume to 
be righteous ? Righteous before the infinitely JUST 
and H O LY O N E ! Behold! He putteth no Trujl, 
in his Saints J though the moft exalted of all intelli- 
gent Beings. Yea^ the Heavens^ thofe brighteft 
Parts of the material Creation, are not clean in his 
Sight. How much more abominable and filthy is Man * ? 
Who drinketh Ir.iquity\ though lothefomerto GOD', 
and worfe than Poifon to his own Soul ; yetdrinketK 
it like Water ; without any Hefitation or the leaft 
Fear, with an eager and profufe Delight. 

This, You will obferve, was alledged in a Dif- 
pute, carried on with no fmall Vehemency. >^et is 
admitted, on all Hands, as unexceptionably true.— 
Be pleafed alfo to take Notice, That the Charge is 
not confined to fome very notorious Sinners, but is 
laid ^gainft the whole Body of Mankind. Whatever 
Figure they may make, each in his own Conceit ; 
they are all defcribed in the Word of GOD — as 
BeingSy infatiably athirft after Evil — from OhjeSfSy 
which We cannot endure to behold ; or cannot be- 
hold 

• Job XV. 14, 15, 16. The iminaculate Purity of the 
bleffed GOD, and the utter Depravity of fallen Man, 
are Print* ot 10 great Importance in the fcriptirral Syftem 
of Divinity, that they are inculcated no lefs than three 
Times, within the Compafs of this fingle Book. And by 
much l\it fame liohX^ Contraft of llri king Images. . Chap, 
iv. 17, 18. — XV. 14, 15, 16. — XXV. 4> 5> 6. i 
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hold without Abhorrence '^.-^Such is Man by Na- 
ture ! People muft have Eyes very cifFercnt from 
mine, to difcern any Dignity in this Draught. 

Tier. As to innate Dignity, We vnll let it pafe. 
But this I muft infift upon, and feveral Writers of 
the firft Repute are on my Side — That We enter the 
Stage of Life, in a State of Indifference either to 
Good or Evil — That the Affections are like a Ba- 
lance, nicely poifed, and prep, n derating neither 
one Way nor the other. — The whole Soul, like a 
Sheet of fair Paper, is equally fufceptible of ftrait 
or crooked Lines ; and v^ill as readily receive the 
amiable Features of an Angel, as the hideous De- 
formity of a Devil. 

jffp. With reg..rd to your firft Illuftration. — The 
Simile, I think, confutes the Sentiir.ent^ For, to 
be 7« Snfperife^ whether \ye fhall love the* LORD 
bur GOD, the Giver of all Good, and the Source 
of all Perfection ; thi , furely, muft be condemned 
as an irreligious Temper. — This is a criminal Halt- 
ing between GOD and Baal. — A Neutrality, which 
IS no better than Hoftility. 

I fear, the Writers You mention, pay but little 
Deference to the infpircd Volume. Our Efcutcheon 
IS very differently blazoned, in that Office offpi ritual 
Heraldry. JTranfgreJfor frcin the JVomb'\^ is one 

of 

• The original Words are n^K2l 3j;n3— One is ufed 
to fignify that abominable Praftice, which the Egyptians 
could not bear to view. ExoJ, viii. ver. 22. Heb. Bib. 
yer. 26. EffgL Bib, — The other denotes an Objeft, too' 
J'qualidKo be viewed without lothir.g.. 

t Ijai. xlviii. 8. , A Truth fo apparent and undeni- 
able, that Seneca cculd not but difcern it, though He was 
" 3 * dn 
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of bur hereditary Titles. Traafgreffors We ar^ by 
♦ftrong internal Propenfity j eVen before We tranf- 
grcfs, in outward Aft. 

Obfcrve the young Hawthorn Plants, which have 
unfolded their green Leaves, In yonder Nurfery ; 
but have fcarce learned to fpread the giy Blofibm. 
Is there in thofc Plants an equal Aptitude, to pro- 
duce the lufcious juicy Grape, or their own coaHe 
and hufky Berry ? By no means. They will (un- 
lefs grafted with fome generous Cyon) certainly^ 
urJverfalfy, conjlantly bear the fame harlh Fruit, 
with their parent Tree. — So certainly will the hu- 
man Mind, if not renewed by the SPIRIT of 
CHRIS T, branch out into ungodly Tempers, and 
bring forth wicked Pradices. 

Ther. The Nobleman, mentioned by Xmophon *, 
when overcome by an alluring Temptation, devifed 
for his Excufe the Notion of two Souls ; one, that 
inclined Him to Vice ; another, that prompted Him 
to Virtue. This was a moderate Caricatura f, com- 
pared v/ith my Friend's. He will allow nothing re- 
gular or graceful in. the human Heart. — You have 
jnetamorphofed the Mafter-piece of the Creation, 
into fuch a deformed Objecij as may juftly render 
Him a Terror to Himfelf. Can tberc be a groffcr 
Libel upon the C R E AT O R, or a greater Dif- 
couragement to our Fellow-creatures ? ' 

^Tiuninligbtened Heathen : could not but acknowledge it, 
attached as He was to the prcud Stoic Se6l. Hac Conaithne 
n ati -fum us . Animalia ohnoxia non pauciorihus jfnimi fuam 
Corporis Morbis. De Ira. Lib. 11. c. 9, 

• Cyrtpad. Lib. VL 

t A Term ufed by the Italian Painters, to fignify » 
Rcitmblance horrid or ridiculous. " 
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Jff. If this be a deformed* Piece, v^hat will You 
call the following Defcription ? GOD faw that tht 
fyickednefs '^f Afan tvas great upon tie Earth', and 
that every Imagination of the Thoughts of his Heart was 
9nlf toil cofdinuaUy *• This, perhaps, may be rec- 
JDOfSktA a more monftrous Drawing ftill. Yet it came 
from that Hand, which painted the Canopy of the 
Skies, and touched all the Pictures of Nature into 
fuch inimitable Perfedlion. 

. Pray, let* us examine the moft diftingui(hing Fea- 
tures in this Draught. — ^Not bardy the Works of his 
Hand, or the Words of his Tongue, but the Ima^ 
ginations of his Heart, are evil. The Contagion 
has fpread itfelf through the inner Man. It has 
tainted the Seat of his Principles, and the Source of 
his A£Hons t«-rls there not. You will fay, fome 
Mixture of Good ? No j they are only Evil. There 
is no hopeful Tendency, Not fo much as a little 
Leaven of Piety ; that may have a Chance to dif- 
fufe itfelf, and meliorate the whole Lump. — But 
are there no lucid Intervals ? No happy Moments, 
when Virtue gains the Afcendency ? None : He is 

only 

• Gen. vi. 5. 

t The QfigiAal is very cxaftin its Struaurc, as well 
^8 very emphaticalin its Meaning.— 3^ The He fir f, or 
gr^nd Principle—nUiynO The Thoughts of the Heart, 
or the various Aflings of that Principle — ^1i2C> The /«^- 
ginatson of the Thoughts, or the Produce and Refult of 
thofi^ Adings ; namely, Deifires and Affedlions, Counfels 
and Purpofes. Of which» not one, a few only, or the 
f reateft Part, hqt^i/ thefe are evil. — Somewhat like this 
*is St; PauPi Alialyfis of the intclleAual Occonoroy ; wc, 
HimMi hofiCfdM. All which He reprefents, as in a State 
or Enmity agairtft CUBIST, As Forts or Bulwarks, 
ereded to maintain a Siege, againft the Knowledge an4 
Pbedience of his Go/|>el. a Cor^ x* 5. 
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only evil continually. The Ufurpat^on of Sin is to- 
tal, and its Tyranny perpetual. 

What I have advanced, therefore, is no Libd 
upon the CREATOR'S Benignity. Becaufe, it is 
the very Echo of his own Determination. — Neither 
is !t fo 'properly difcour^eing, as humbling and 
alarming to our Fellow-creatures. — Humbling^ to 
make Ui, feifible of our Ruin : Jlarming^ to make 
Us defirous of a Recovery. 

,ner. Is not the Defcription, which You have 
produced, peculiar to the Men of that wicked Ge- 
neration ? Whofe Guilt was as unparalleled, as their 
Puaiiiiment? > 

Jj^. It is applicable both to them and their Suc- 
ccffors. The Wifdom of GOD repeats the Charge^ 
and fixes it upon the Race, which furvived the 
Flood *. . The Depravity of human Nature con- 
tinued, nor could the Watets of an univerfal 
Deluge purge it away. So 'deep alas ! is the 
Stain, and fo incorrigible the Virulency, of origi- 
nal Corruption ; that it will yield to nothing — 16 
nothing will it yield, but to the Wajbing of Regent- 
ration^ and renewing of the HOLT GHOST f. 

Till 

• Gen, viii. 21. Where, I think, the Particle >:5 is 
ufcd in the ad'uer/ative, not the eaufal Signification ; and 
Oiouid be rendered thoughy rather than for, — Where, it 
may be pleafin^, if not fo direftly pertinent, to obfervc; 
that the Forbearance of the righteous GOD, is afcribed 
to the great Atonement ; typefied by Noah^9 Burnt-of- 
ferings, and fpecified by St. Paul in his Epiftle to the 
Ephefansi who probably alludes to this Paflage. The 
LORD fmelled a fwect Savour, and the LORDfaid 
in his Hearty I nvill not again curfe the Earth any more fat' 
M'ln^s ^akis though the Imagination of Man* s Heart be evil 
fi^mhis Youih. See Eph> v. 2. 

t Tit. iii. 5. 



r 
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Till this takes place, every Heart of Man muft 
wear the Prophet's ftigmatizing Motto, Deceitful 
aboire all Things^ and defperately wicked. 

Ther. This Paffage, I am informed, is not rightly 
traftflatcd ; efpecially, in the laji Expreffion. The 
Ifeirew Original does not bear fo hard upon the 
human Charafter, as the Englijh Verfion. 

jffp. You allow then, that the Heart is deceitfuL 
And of this We have a glaring Proof, in the Con- 
duit of Hazael. He thought it impolSble, that He 
fliould ever perpetrate fuch horrid Barbarities, ,js the 
Prophet forefaw. Is thy Servant a Dog^ that He 
Jhould do this great TJnng * ? Yes, Ha%ael\ how- 
ever Thou mayeft imagine Thyfelf gentle as a 
Lan^b,' thou art fierce as a Dog, and favage as a 
Tyger. — Which was moft terribly demonftratcd by 
the Event f. 

Suppofe, we tranflate the o^hcr Word fomewhat 
more accurately. The little Alteration will be of 
lefs Service to your Caufe. Inftead of defperately 
wicked, You may, if You pleafe, read deplorably dif- 
ordered J. This is the exa6l Import of the Phrafe,— 
It 'is a Metaphor, derived from a very diftempered 
Body. In which, the .whole Head is fick, and the 
whole Heart faint. From the Crown ^whofe Head^ 

to 

• 2 Kings viii. 13. 
f This felf-fame Hazael^ murdered his royal Mafter, 
and ufurped the Throne of Syria ; burnt the Cities of If^ 
raely and flew their Inhabitants' with the Sword ; dafhed 
the Infants in Pieces, and ripped up the Women with 
Child. Thus cruelly did He harafs the Ifraelltts^ till 
He- cruihed their Strength; broke their Spirits; ruined 
their Nation ; or, as the facred Hiflorian fpcaks moft 
emphatically, , He made them like the Dufi by Threjhing. 
2 Kings xiii. 7. 

X Jer. xvii. 9. U;3X 
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to the Sole of whofc Feet^ there is nothing but con- 
fuming Difeafe, and enfeebling l!/anguors *.-*-.Thc 
Rules of Civility, 'tJs true, may fet a fpecfous Var- 
nilh on the Gonverfetton. But until Grace, fanc- 
tifying Grace adminiflers the\Rcmedy, the mofF 
civilized Heart will be only like the pal^ emaciated- 
Cheek, that is poorly enlivened wkh Paint. 

ther. What fey the Writers of the New Tdfa- 
ment ? Is not their Way of thinking more libferkl 
and benign ?— If? human Nature wore (o hideous zn 
Afpea, under the legal Difpenfation ; fincc the 
Coming of our IrGX D, and the I^ublifliii^ of 
his Gofpel, One may expcdir an improared arid mcire 
plcafing FaciC of Things. 

Afp. Human Ni*ture in every Period of Time, 
and under every Difpenfation Of Religion, i$ ftili 
the fame. It waa the SPIRIT of CtlRIStr 
who indited the Old Teftament, and He cannot 
vary from Himfelf, in the JDcclarations of thd 
New. 

I am very much inclined to believe. That all the 
hoJiiy Difeafes, which our Divine PHYSICIAN 
healed^ during his Abode on Earth, were fo many 
emblematical Reprefentations of^Htual DifordersI 
Which, like certain Family Diftempers, may bt faid 
td run in the Blood of all Mankind.— Will you give 
me leave, neron, to explain myfelf ? I don't like to 
cngrofs the Difcourfe. Yet I would willingly en- 
large upon this Subjed. 

Ther. By all njjeans* The Laws of Argument, 
ftparatc from the Indulgencics of Friepdfhip, give 

you 

• Ifiu. L 6. Agreeable to this DoSrine, and confo« 
Bant to this Metaphor, is the Coafcffion of our titHrgy^ 
There is n» Health in Us% 
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you a Warrant to urge, whatever may fupport your 
Caufe. — ^Befides, I fliall be glad to hear your Sen- 
timents upon a Point fo ciirious« 

Aff. Th/2 poor LepiT^ covered with noifome Sores, 
ia the very PiSure of a pdluttd. Sinner. Was the 
One, for his contaglo^is Impurities, feparated from 
the Society of his F^llow-rcitizens ? So ihall the 
other, for his abomii\abI& Unckannefs, be bani/hed 
horn the beatific Prefence : Unlefs He be cleanfed 
by the BJood, and juifllificd by the Righteoufnefs of 
JESUS. 

You pity the Condition of that unhappy Crea- 
ture, who was bprn blind. . His. Eyes roUe^i but 
rolled in vain, to find the dawning Ray. Such is the 
benighted State of the human Mind, till Almighty 
GOODNESS command the Scales of Igno- 
rance to fall ofF, and pour heavenly Day through 
all the intelleilual Faculties. Then, and not tiU 
then, we begin to kjiow the Holinefs, the Juftice, 
the adorable Excellencies of G O D. — We fee the 
fuWime Purity of his Law, and the extreme De- 
pravity of our own Hearts. — We are brought ac- 
quainted with the tranfcendent Glories of our RE- 
DEEMER's Perfonji ^md apprehend that moft 
comfortable Myftery of his Subftitution in out 
Stead. We difcern the ineffable Peifcdlion of his 
Merits, and the divinely^ rich Freenefs of his Grace *• 
Truths, incomparably more delightful to the.Soul, 

than 

• This, and the preceding Particular^ are LefTI^ns of 
the laft Importance in the Chriftim School. The Know- 
ledge of them dcferves to be moft folicitoufly fought, both 
by attentive Contemplation, and by earneft Prayer. For, 
to know them, is to h^ truly n.vi/t'\ tc be^ influenced by 
them, is to be Jubfta-ntiiillj huffy n 
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:•- T i'l the ieiedtabie Scenes of Creation are to 

The ParaJytic'8 enervated L'mbs too truly reprc- 
fcnt the Impotence of our Nature. ^ Vas \ \ e unable 
to grind at a Mill ; tt) run in a Race ; or to turn 
Himfelf on His Bed I So unable are We, to fight 
the good Fight of Faith ; to exercife the Graces of 
Chriftiantty; or even to turn Ourlelves unto GOD; 
-i— Do not you^ my Friend, experience foinething of 
this Inability ? For my Part. I muft lay my Hand on 
my Breaft, .vnd daily, hourly conftfs, " ^Jye Palfy 
" is Here. The ugh ndt altogether dfead in Sin 
« (bleffeJ be CHRIST JESUS^ and hisquicken- 
«* ing SPIRIT!) yet how languid is my Zeal, 
" how enfeebled my Indiiitry; m the great Affair 
" of evcrlafting Salvation ! — 1 would fain believe^ 
** and with a lull AiTurance of Faith, the Promife^ 
« of the unchangeable JEHOVAH. But how 
** often do i ftagger through Unbelief! — I would 
« fain love, and with the warmeft Gratitude, my 
*« cver-mereiful and moft beneficent GOD. But 
** Oh ! what Coldnefs benumbs my AfFecftions !— i 
" I wifh to be humble in every Thought; hea- 
«* venly in all my Defires ; and wholly refigned t6 
" the divine Will. But, alas ! my Sufficiency for 
*' thefe Things, is like the flaccid Siriew, or the 
" withered Arm." 

It would be endlefs to particularize all the Mala- 
dies, which were Emblems of our Mifery, and the 
Triumphs of our LORD's Power. Let me only 
remark — That iheir Bodies were afflifted with zjingle 
Djforder ; our Souls labour under a Complication of 
Evils. — Th^yfelt cheir Affliction, and were defirous, 
importunately defirous, of Relief, We are, till 

awakened 
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awakeAed ^m aibove, infenfible of our cur/t^d State 
^and our loft Condition. We add, alafs ! We add, 
iTo all oXir other Indifpofitioiis, a ftupifying Leth- 
t rgy* or iin extravagant Delirium. 

Ther. Such allegorical Expofitions of Scripture 
are prtttf enough. But, I prefume. You yourfelf 
C^uiiiOt reckon them demonjiratwe. For my own 
Part, 1 muft appeal from the Surmifes of Fancy, 
^o th e Verdia of Reafon. 

Aj^* I cattnot think, that the allegorical Senfei 
whdn foberly introduced, is unworthy our Regard, 
or witihout its Weight. However, I have no De- 
fign to preclude your Appeal.— Will the avowed, 
will the reiterated Decifion of an Apoftle, fatisfy 
my Frieiidy and be admitted as the Verdid of Rea- 
fon? — St. Paul has declared of Himfelf; in me^ 
that isy in tnyt FUJhj or unrenewed Nature, dweUeib 
no Good * ; jio good Temper, nor fo much as any 
good Defire. — ^Elfewhere he affirms j That the car- 
nal Mindj or unregenerate Soul, is notfubje^ to thi 
Law of G OL^* Nay, is an Enemy, or rather £«- 
mity itfelf f — againft what ?— Againft Sin ? That 
were a noble Antipathy. — Againft the World i 
That were a Vaudablc DifafFedlion. — * No 5 but 
againft GOD iind his Law. Amazing Pcrverfe-* 
nefs ! To be Enmity againft GOD; who is 
boundlefs Benlgni'ty, and confummate Goodnefs* 
Enmity againft his Law 5 which is the Tranfcript 
of his amiable Perfft £kions, and the faultlefs Model, 
of all Virtue. 

Tloer. This, I fuppofe, is the Charafter of Saut 
the Pharifee^ not of P^iul the Apoftle. Defcriptive 

Vol. IL K of 

• Rotti. vii. 18. t Rom. yiii. 7- 
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df his Condition, when He was *« a Blafphemer^ 
** a Perfecutor, and injurious." 

Afp. It relates not to Himfelf alone, but is appli-^ 
cable to All, who continue in a State of Nature.—* 
The bleffed AU T H O R of our Being, fpcaking 
of Mankind in general, fays; That He is rutm 
Flejh ♦ ; mere Flcfh, altogether Ffcfli, his very Soul, 
and all its Powers, arc wholly cnflaved to flefnJy 
Appetites. ^ The beneficent RESTORER of 
our Happinefs, pronounces the fame Sentence, in 
the very fame Words : That which is born of the 
Flejhy is Flejh f : The Faculties, which Men re- 
ceive by their natural Birth, have a vitiated Taftc, 
and a carnal Biafs. They relifh not the refined, 
the heavenly, the godlike. They incline only to 
felfifh Aims, and groveling Purfuits. — Our SAVI- 
OUR reinculcates the Admonition, and illuflrates 
it by a very remarkable Allufion. You cannot for- 
get his Anfwer to a procraflinating Difciple ; Lei the 
Dead hury their Dead % : Intimating, that as many 
as are. unfanftified by the HOLY GHOST, 
though poflefTed of an animal, are deflitute of the 

divine 

• OHh. vl %. The Word FUjh, by ?.vhich the All-wife 
CREATOR characterizes Man, fignifies, in the facred 
Writings, whatever is diJhonourahU io. itfelf ; provoking to 
GOD; or introduflory to the liuin of Man. — ^The 
Works of the "FUfo, are a Compentliam of aH Iniquity^ 
Gal, V. ^9, zo,'2i. — To ixmlk after the Fl^^ is the ycty 
Reverie of walking in the S P I K J T ; diametrically op- 
pofitcto the divine Law and true Holinefs, Rom. viii. 4. 
— To be carnally minded ^ or to 'have the Influence, the 
Savoury the Refi(h of ihc Fle(h1(^f«H»^ C*f^^) predomi- 
nant in our Minds, is the ii»iiitual Death of the Soul ; 
and a Preface of eternal Deatly, bpth in Body and Soul. 
Rcfn. viii. 6. 

e^ 
t John tii. tf, / X Matt. vin. 22. 

/" 
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. jiiivine Life. Are no more able to perforin any fpi« 
ritual and. holy Duty^ than a pale Corpfe in the 
Coffin, or dry Bones in the Charnel-Houfe, are 
qualified to tranfa£t any fecular Bufinefs* 

St. Paul fets the Seal of Heaven to this moment- 
oys Truth, in various PafTages of his Epiftles. From 
a Multitude let me kltSt one, and recommend it to 
your ferious Confideration. Tou^ that were fonietimt 
alienated and Enemies : the GolaJJiansy and all Man- 
kind were alienated from the living G O D j had 
no true Knowledge of Him ; and, what is worfe, 
had 'no fincere Defire after Him. Nay ; they were 
not oftly Strangers, but Enemies ; in a State of Hof- 
tility to his holy Nature and heavenly Will.— What 
can exprefs a greater Degeneracy? Nothing, unlefs 
it be the following Claufe : by a Mind intent up$n 
tvicked JForh *. A Mind, not only averfe from 
all Good, but paffionately prone to all Evil. 

Tber. A few picked Paflages, of a figurative Im- 
port, and artfully cogged by fome dextrous Inter- 
pretation, may feem to fupport your Caufe. 

jtfp. Ah ! Theron^ there is no need to ufe Sleight 
t>f Hand. He that runs, may read this Dodrine in 
the facred Authors. It is interwoven with the whole 
Series of their hiftoricalj and makes a profefled Part 
of their fraiii^l Writings. 

K 2 What 

* Coloff[ I. 21. Td hoaoiatt tok ifl^K ToK «oyn^K» Mente 
malu Ofefibus imtnt^. A vek-y difcerning Critic would 

. thus point, and thus tranflace the Words* For which 
Alteration, He affigns the foIlQwing Rjcaibn ; Mens enim 
didtur eife in ea Re, ^amfemper cogitate ad quamCufidiue 

fertur & inclinatur, D av E n a N T in loc. — Let the Words 
be pointed and tranflated, either in this or the received 
Manner, they fpcak the Language, and confirm the Sa|- 
timents^ of this whole Dialogue. 
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What is more common with the infpired Penmen^ 
than to exprefs a profligate Courfe of Life, by follow^ 
ing our own Imaginations^ and walking in our o%Jn 
Ways? When Immorality and Liccntiouihefs wepe 

• predominant in IfraA j knew no Reftraints,.and kept 
no Bounds; how does the* unerHng Hiftorian de- 
fcribe this horrible State of Things ? Every One did 

. that which was right in his own Eyes *. Nothing 
can more ftrongly imply the extreme Depravity of 
Mankind, than fuch a Phrafeology. Which makes 
it one and the fame Thing, to purfue our natmul 
Inclinations, and to a£t the abandoned Sinnen 

St. Judi cannot write a few Lines, but He muft 
touch upon this Subje6l ; nuift teach this humbling 
Leffon. Sen/ual t. He fays, not having the SPIRIT. 
According to his Eftimate, not to he aduated by die 
Power of Grace, is to remain under the Dominion 
of Senfuality. If We may credit this AmbafTador 
of CHRISTy every Man, while unrenewed by 
the Divine SPIRIT, is governed by Flefh and 
Senfe. Can any Man then pretend to be originally 
free from the ignoble Influence of Corruption ? 

St. Paul exempts not Himfelf, no, nor any of the 
higheft Saints, from the opprobrious Charge : We 
all walked according to the Dejires of the Flejh and of 
the Mind. Which Defires in U>, as well as in the 
idolatrous Heathens ^ were bafe, fordid, and con- 
taminating. 

• Judg. xvii. 6. — See alfo Pfal. Ixxxi. 12. Eccl. xi. 9. 
Ads xiv. 16, 

t Jude 19. The original Exprefllon is not C'^***?* 
but J/c;;^ixo». Whicii denotes, what fome People reckon 
the Glory of our Nature, the rational Soul. Yet thofc 
Perfons, who have no higher a Principle, are, with all 
their Accompliflinients and Improvements, the very Rc^ 
verle of vtwfjukKot, /firituaL 
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t^muiating^ Infomuch that We, who are Jews b/ 
Birth ; who are Sons of G OD, by our new Birth ; 
even Wc were, by Nature^ the Children of Wrath ♦ j 
Creatures, in whpm GOD could take no Plea- 
fure, and againft whom his Wrath was revealed 
from Heaven. If fo, then, doubtlefs, fubjedl to 
Depravity, and chargeable with Sin. 

T7)er. What fays St. James? You have fuppreffed, 
and I liad almoft forgot, his Teftimony ; though it 
i^ fo very pertinent to my Purpofe, and fo very ex- 
plicit in my Favpur. Men^ who are made after the 
Similitude of GOD. -^The Similitude of GOD- 
fi^niii^s, in the facred Books, thofe moral Endow- 
ments, which diftinguifh the Poffeflbr both from the 
Brute and the Devil. And if Men are made after 
this Image ^ if they are created with thefe Endow- 
nitents j where is your Doftrine of original Sin ? 

jf/p. I began to flatter myfelf, that your Obje<!Sions 
iverc exhaufted. But, fince I am miftaken in this 
Particulsir, furely it muft be as great a Miftake to 
imagine, that our Apoftle would maintain an Opi- 
nion, fo repugnant to the aforementioned Texts, and 
fo contrary to univerfal Obfervation. — ^Do not You 
perceive the very Reverfe true, with regard to your 
own Children ? Why do You addrefs them with fuch 
tender Entreaties ; with fuch warm Exhortations ; 
fuch repeated Arguments ? Why do You allure them 
to Duty by Promifes, and deter them from Tranf- 
grelEon by Threatenings ? Is all this Regimen, all 
this Difpipline, neceflary for Creatures, that .bear 
the holy Image, of GOD? 

K 3 ' They 

• E/fh, ii. 3. Hoc um Loco^ fays Beza, quafi Fulminey 
totus Homo J quantus quantum efit profitrmtur* Neque enim 
Naturam dicit Isfam, fed mortuam, / Cf Peccatum j tdeoque 
Tt^ oinoxiam. 
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They made after the Similitude of G OD f—Thert 
they have no need of the renewing Influences of the 
HOLY GHOST, in cafe they live; and no 
need of the Atonement of CHRIST'S Blood, in 
cafe they die. Would Jamesy the LORD's Brother^ 
aflert (uch an egregious Error; as not only oppofes 
% fingle Article, but undermines the whole Conftitu- * 
^)on of Chriftianity ? Sets afide the San£lification of 
the Divin^ SPIRIT, and the Propitiation of the 
R E D E E M E R's Death ? — Impoffiblc for Him 
to affert ! Impoffiblc, I fliould think, for Us to 
fuppofc ! 

St. James fpcaks of a Faft that is pafi: fpeaks of 
Men colle£fivelyy as they virere all included in their 
firft Parent. The Paffagc, I apprehend, fliould be 
tranflated, not, Men that are ; but. Men that were ♦ 
created ; whofe human Nature was formed,' — ^The 
Scripture confiders Adam^ as the common Parent of 
Us all : nay more, confiders U$ all as exiftiog in 
our great Progenitor. , Which is fo far from over- 
throwing, that it eftabliflies, the Point in Debate. 
For, if^ We were all created after the Similitude of 
GOD, in and with Adam ; it muft follow, that 
We all fell from our Conformity to GOD, in and 
with Adam. If fo — let me for once retort my 

Friend*s 

• Jam. lii. 9. That this is the precife Signification 
of the Participle yifivol*?, may be gathered from t 97«r, 
y. 9. Where yiion/t« is tranflated having Been ;. and 
rauft neceflarily refer, not to the prefent^ but to the paft 
Condition of the Widow. — We have afimilar Manner of 
Expreffion and Reprefentation, 1 Cor. xi. 8. Which 
Paffagc moil evidently dcfcribes, not the fuqceffive .Pto- 
duftion, but the frft Creation of the human Species.— 
All this exadlly accords with the divine Declaration,' /« 
the Image of GOD made He Man, 'TC^y not nii*)J^ ; firo»u«i 
fays the Septuagint^ not wow ; did make, nof does make* 
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Friend's Interrogatory — Where, or in whom, 19 
not original Sin ? 

I am very fure, this Dp<3rine runs through our 
J'iturgy-y is an effential Part of our Articles \ and 
moft ftrongly delineated in our tiqmities. Shall I 
produce Tome of thofe Teftimonies ; which are as 
cle^r, as they ar^ copious ? 

Ther. No more of your Teftimonies, good Jfpa-^ 
Jio. Inform me rather, what 4^antage can accrue 
from your inculcating, or my adopting fuch a Doc- 
trine. Suppofe, it were undeniably true ; difagree-p 
able Truths, like difagreeable Obje£is, fhould be 
configned over to Obfcurity, not obtruded upon ou|- 
Vicw.r— On fuch an Occafion, the Reply of Themif- 
Ucles fhould be mine. One of the Literati of Greece^ 
offered to communicate an elaborate and' curious In- 
vention. By means of which, his Memory fhould 
be fo wonderfully flrengthened, as to retain what* 
ever He read or heard. '* My Friend, replied the 
** Hero, You quite miftake the Way to ferve me, 
^* I want to learn the Art, not of rememberings but 
** 6i forgetting.^* 

Jfp. If to forget our Difeafe, were a likely Me- 
thod to rejiore our Health, I fhould readily concur 
in your Hero's Way of Thinking. As this will 
hardly be allowed, I cannot but judge it more ad- 
vifeable, to give fome Attention to our Difeafe, that 
We may enquire after a Remedy. 

Ther. Where is this Remedy to be had ? 

Jfp. Not on Earth, but from Heaven, — The • 

Schools of Science cannot difcover it. The Courts 

of Kings are unable to procure it. The College of 

fbyficians know not how to prefcribc it. But the 

K 4 Gofpcl 
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Gofpel of our Salvation prefcribes, prepares, and 
difpenfes it. The Language of CHRIST in his 
holy Word is, / will bring her Health and Cure *. 
And the Beginning of our Cure is, to be fenfible 
of our Diforder. 

Hence We are taught to be humble,-— To review 
the Catalogue of our adual Tranfgreffions, is a 
mortifying Employ. But that which lays the Soul 
in the lowed Abafement, is the Convi<3:ion. of /»- 
bred Iniquity. This ftrikes at the Root of human 
Vanity, and cuts afunder the very Sinews of Self- 
conceit, A total Lofs of Righteoufncfs and true 
H-oIincfs ; an utter Impotency to all Good, and an * 
impetuous Propenfity to all Evil; thefc are not 
Fi^tants^ but f Inhabitants', congenial with our 
Frame, and ingrained in our Conftitution. How 
then — O ! how can fFie be vain of our moral 
Beauty, who have fuch an hereditary Defilement 
and Deformity cleaving to all our Faculties ? Surely, 
this muft banifli the Pbarifee from pur Brcaft, and 
infpire Us with the Sentiments of that fincerc 
Penitent, Behold! I am vile tf Muft teach Us 
the Language of the ^ abaflied Leper, Unclean ! 
Unclean || / 

Ther, I fliould think, it would make Us melan-- 
fholy^ rather than humble. Serve no other Purpofe, 
than^ to introduce an affliftivc Senfe of extreme 
Wretchednefs, 

• Jer. pcxxiii, 6. 
+ Accordingly, this Corruption is ftyled, not barely 
« isupaxBif/Ayn, that which is at our Elbefw. Rom. vii. 2l. 
u vjvsftraioq, that which ea/fy yurrounds Us. Heb> xii. I. 
but jj ot«»<7flf, that which diveUetb in Us. Rmt, vii. and 
*) ^vT^acaca^ that which, like a ftrong Man armed » 
^eepeth Garrifon in our Souls, Luke xi. 2!. 

; Job xl. 4. II Lev. xiii. 45. 
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Afp. Did We intend to reft Here, your Appre- 
henfions would be juft. But We urge the DoSrinc 
of original Corruption, as a Preparative for the Re- 
demption of CHRIST. 

It IS obfervable, that very Few applied to th« 
bleffed JESUS in the Days of his Flefh, but the 
Sons and Daughters of Affliftion. The Levee of 
that PRINCE of Peaces, was crouded by the 
Lame, the Blind, the Difeafed. Thcfe, being fen- 
fible of Diftrefs, md longing for Relief, fell as hum- 
ble Supplicants at his Feet, While Others, who 
were firm in their Health, and gay in their Spirits, 
rejedled Him with contemptuovis Scorn. — ^When We 
perceive " the Plague of our Heart," and feel thofe 
^orfe t;han ulcerous Sores, which overfpread our Nar 
ture; We ajfo ihall ardently feek to the LORD 
$ur Healer* When we find Ourfelves fubje<3: to the 
Curfe pf the Law, in Bondage to the Tyranny of 
Satan, and liable to everlafting Damnation; then 
the Divine PHYSICIAN, and the Divine RE- 
D E E M E R will be precious indeed. — ^Whereas, 
if We remain infenfible of our Mifery, the Gofpejj 
which isfaving Health to the contrite Soul, will be 
jSiXi unafi^edling Story to our Ears. We may hear 
it. We may read it, as an amufing Narrative j but 
fball npt receive it, as a fovereign Remedy. 

Ther. Not receive the Gofpel, Afpajio ! I hardly 
underftand what You mean. I often ftudy the Gor 
fpel ; I believe it to be a divine Revelation ; and 
endeavour to follow its Dirtfftions. — I look upon 
it, ax containing the moft refined Syftem of Mo-^ 
rality ; as enforcing every Virtue, by the ftrbngeft 
Motives ; and recommending all, by the moft per- 
.fc£t Exaipplc, 
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jffp. To which You fliottld add — as tcvcdinp 
that great MEDIATOR, who has iiiliiUed all 
Rigbtcottrnefs^ to ttkOi our Juftification ; who has 
rffo the Fulnefs of the SPIRIT, to accomplilh 
cur Regeneration. Otherwife, what You mention, 
is infinitely feort of the Gof^d. — It brings no glad 
Tidings to fallen Creatures. It adminifters no Suc<# 
cours to ruined Sinners* It is like writing a correA 
Copy for the Blind ^ or (etting a laborious Ta(k t» 
die Difabled* Which would rather be an Infult on 
Acir Impotence, than a^Relief of their Diftrefs. 

The firft Particular I wave at prefent. Only let 
me aflc your Opinion of the lafl ; which is a grand 
Dodrine, and a very diftiiiguiflxing Privilege of the 
GofpeL I mean the DoSrine and the Privilege of 
J^iritnal Regeneration. Exclufive of which, all your 
Endeavours to pofiefs Virtue and pradlife Morality, 
will be. no better than Endeavours, to Hy without 
Wings, or to run v/ithout Feet. 

While unimprefied with- a Sen(e of our original 
Depravity, V/e fhatl probably fit down contented 
wldt fome fupirfiiial Reformation, and not afpire 
after a Renewal of the Heart. Civility will pafs for 
Sandtity, and a temperate DifpoHtion for a gracious 
Habit. — Why is the New Birth, why are all ths 
faving Operations of the blefTcd SPIRIT, difrf^ 
garded by fome, derided by Others i Becaufe, tht^fe 
Perfons are infenfible of their utter Inability to ^ 
Good, and of their abjed Slavery to all CviK 
Therefore, they fc% no Reafon for this divine 
Agency, or for that univerfal Change. 

You alfo, my dear Friend, while unacquainted 
with your natural Corruption, cannot apprehend 
either the Reafonablcncfs or the Ncceffity, of being 

renewed 
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renewed in the Spirit of your Mind *. But when Ex- • 
perience has taught You the former, You will want 
rio Arguments to' convince You of the latter. — Can 
Creatures, who are blind in their Unclerftandings,' 
dilcem the Things which belong to their, eternal 
Peace f— -Can Creatures^ who are dead in Sin, iex-- 
efrcife the Graces, or difcharge the Duties, of a 
Chriftian Life ? — Can Creatures, whofe Hearts are 
at Enmity againft G O D, either delight to do his 
Will Here, or be meet for his beatific Pfcfencc 
Hereafter? '> 

Under the Influence of fuch Conviftions, that 
New, Birth, which the Gofpel of CHRIST pro- 
mifes, which the SPI RIT of GOD produces, 
will appear as necefTary for your State, and be 2.% 
welcome to your Soul, as thefe gentle Dewj arc 
neceffary for the langui(hing Herbs, and welcome, 
to the thirfty Soil. 

Ther. The Dews, though refrefliing to the Flow*- 
crs, may be too chilly for our Conftitutions. And 
fee ! The Star of Evening, by proclaiming the Ap- 
proach of Night, has given Us a Warning to quit 
our Arbour. — Some other Time We muft refume 
this Enquiry. For I am by no means fatisfied, 
that your Theory agrees with Experience. 

Jfp. I fear, I have already kept You out too^ 
long. Let me juft obferve, as We go in -^That 
the Doftrine, however difagreeable in itfelf, is con-t 
dufted to an advantageous Iffue. It is produftive of 
a much more fubftantial Coniblation, than Hiflory 
afligns to the great, but exiled Marius. When h^ 
fled, with his ruined Circumftances, to linger out 
the poor Remains of Life among the Ruins of Car^ 

ihage^ 

• Eph. iv. Jj. 
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tb^ij what was his chief Support? <^ Contem* 
<< plating, fays my Author, that famous C^ in 
<< the Duft, He was the lefs afflided with his own 
« Downfal ♦." 

We have not been put off with fuch cold Com- 
forts, fuch negative Benefits. The Belief of origi- 
T^ Sin has a Tendency—- To make Us humble-^To 
ftew Us pur Need of CHRIST^To create in 
JJs a Hunger and Thirft after the renewing IntLxi-- 
onces of his SPIRIT, and the juftifying Merit 
of his Righteoufnefs. — So that it muft be owing to 
our own Perverfene&, or our owii Negligence, if 
^ We do not levy a Ta» upon our Lofs^ and rifo even 
hy our FalL 

• Inofem Vitam in Tugurio Ruinarum Carthapnenjium 
tderofvit : cum Marius ajficiens Cartbagineniy ilia inttuns 
MamoH, eJier alteri fojftnt ejfe Solatia. 

VEtL. Pateuc. 
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[ H E Sun Ivas fiercely bright, and die 
Sky without a Cloud, — Not a Brdath 
fanned the Woods ; not a Gale curled 
the Stream* — The Fields, expofed to 
all the fiery Beams, were like a glow^ 
ing Hearth. — The fittle Birds, overcome by the po<* 
tent Influence, loft for a while their tuneful Notes. 
Nothihg was heard in the Garden, but the drowfy 
Hum of Bees, and the Moan-like Buz of winged 
Infers.— All Nature feemed to languijh. The flou- 
ri(hing Meads looked fickly; the gayeft BlofToms 
began to fade ; the fprightlieft Animals, if not re- 
pofed under fome cooling Shelter, panted for Breath, 
and hung their drooping Heads, amidft the all-fur- 
rounding Blaze and the unfufFerable Heat. 

Afpafto difappeared fince Dinner. None could 
tell, whither He was gone. — Theron^ as foon as the 
Tea-Equipage was removed, took his Way to the 
Wood. Longing for the thickeft Shade, He haf- 
tened to the Center. The Avenue confifted of a 
Terpentine Walk. Which, after having prefented 
You with feveraJ Species of Plants, and feveral 

Degrees 
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Degrees of Verdure, ends in a large circular Area i 
|iOt covered with a Grecian or Raman Temple, un- 
meaning Imitation of Pagan Idolatry: but fur- 
lounded with aged and princely Oaks, The Coali- 
tion of whofe Branches, threw over the grafly Plat a 
majeftic rural Dome ; and their unpierced Foliage, 
iadnrownei the Noon^tide Hours. 

In the Midft, and elevated on a fquare Bafe, was 
a Statue rcprefenting the venerable EUjab — ^in aP<^ 
tore of Worfhip — with his Hands ftretcbed out, and 
Eyes lifted up to Heaven* His Attitude, his Air, 
Iris every Feature, were a moft lively Comment on 
dtofe ftrong energetic E;cprcfflOns of Scripture^ 
take hold on GOD *; wrejili wHh the ALMIGH- 
TY i\ pour out your Hearts before HI Ml.— On 
,€wic Side of the Pedeftal, were engraven the Priefts^ 
of Baal\ in frantic Emotions calling uQbn their 
Icnielefs Deity, and gafhing themfelves with un- 
availing Wounds. — On the other wa$ exhibited, in 
^Baffo-rclicvo, the adoring 7(^^iVs Altar 5 bis Vic- * 
dm burning with Fire from the LORD, even 
while the Water ran from every Limb, an^d ovcr- 
Jowed the Trench below. 

A remote Cafcade tumbled from a craggy Rock. 

The very Stream, like its Mafter, feemed in hafte 

to efcape from the intenfe and raging Heat. With 

Hurry and Impetuofity, it rufhed into this grand Ar- 

boui;. But here, impreflcd, as it were, with the un- 

expcfted Solemnity of the Scene, it fuddenly checked 

the tumultuous Wave. And, having juft faluted, 

or kifled the fkirts of this revered Spot> turned afide 

into a more fequcftred Path, As fome heedlefs 

Trifler, 
• Ifai. Ixiv. 7. 

•J" Colojf, iv. 12. Ai«w^o^»'.$- cy tOL\% 'Cfo^tvx^^i' 

X Pfal. Ixii. 8. 
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Trillcr, who boks unawares into the royal Prerencc, 
ftands ftruck with Reverence and Awe, or retires 
with Precipitance and Coiifufion, 

The deep Gloom, fliedding a Kind of Nisht,' 
even while the Sun glared in the Sky — Not a Wnif- 
per ftirring, among (o many Millions of Leaves ; 
and all their warbling Natives hufhed in Silence^ 
The fonorous Toll of the diftant Cafcade^ and the 
tinkling Chime of the nearer Rill — The profound 
Adoratibn, and fervent Devotion, which lived in 
the Lineaments of the impailioned Stone^— All thefe 
Circumftances rendered the Place peculiarly penlive 
and auguft. Not much unlike the antient Orat9^ 
ties * ; where holy People withdrew from tht giddy 

• It is thought by feme eminent Critics, that, when 

oar LORD continaed, all Night » afocrw^ e»« Lake 

{ vi. 1 2. the Phrafe denotes his Continuance in «« Qrcimy ; 

\ a Place fet apart for Prayer, Meditation, a;id a devout 

; Intercourfe with GOD. 

(That there were Places of this Kind among the Jtfvk^ 
is indifputable ; and that the Opinion is ingenious, can- 
not he denied. But I very much doubt, whether it gives 
Us the true Meaning of the Evangelift. — Having men- 
tioned a Mountain^ it would hardly fuit his concife Man- 
ner, to be more particular with regard to the Place : na- 
ther was the Circumftance fo important, as to deserve a 
iecond Mention. — lam apt tothiuk alfo, t\k2Lt/ucb a Piacg 
would have defeated the Defign of our SAVIOUR'S 
Retirement, which feems to have been Privacy; and that 
fuch a Titkj as G OD's Place of Prayer, was wholly ap- 
propriated to the Temple. 

I apprehend. We (hall have a more ^efenfihU^ I am 
perfuaded. We ihall have a more exalted Senfe, if We 
tuppofe the Claofe to fignify— the Copioufnefs and Fer- 
vour of our LORD'S Devotion — the vatt Importance, 
and the unequaled Succefs, of this his prolonged Prayer. 
^ ' All which is exprelTcd, according to the Hehrsnxf Idiom, 
fcy the Addition of the divine Name. And^ fo expreiZc^, 
4 » 
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Ring, and the buttling Croud, to ennoble a<^ 
Minds, with fublime Contemplation. Where, thejr 
bid a temporary Adieu to the tumultuous Worlds 
its gay Impertinence ; in order to maintain a more 
uninterrupted Communion with that Mighty B E- 
I N G, who Jitteth upon the Circle of the Earthy and 
the Inhabitants thereof are as Grajhdppers beftxr* 
HIM*. 

Welcome to Theron^yzs the (hady Bower; wel-» 
come the cool AfpeiSl, and the mufical Flow of tte 
Water ; but more welcome thftft alU was the Sight 
of his Friend. Who lay reclined at the Foot of an 
Oak ; with a Book half Open in his Hand, and his 
Eye fixed upon the Statue. 

Ther, I know not, Afpajioy whether I muft make 
an Apology, for breaking in upon your Retirement; 
or call You to an Account, for depriving the Ladiea 
of your Company at the Tea-table. 

Jfp. Indeed, Theron^ I have been fo rtiuch de- 
lighred with the Place j with the alluring Companion 
in my Hand 5 and the commanding Objeft before 

mej 

h much more emphatical, than any ft^erlati^e Degree, 
n(ed by the Greeh or Romans, He continued all Nighj in 
the Prayer of G O D. 

• I/ai. xl. 22. What a noble Image is here, and what 
an exquifitely fin^ Contraji! GOD, the great GOD, 
fitt«th on thofe lofty and immenfe Heavens, which, at 
an inconceivable Diftance, furround this pen file Globe. 
From that moft fublime and magnificent Throne, he 
looks down upon the Inhabitants of the Earth. Who— 
jn all their Pomp and Splendor — amidft all their admired 
Works, and boafled Acquifitions — are mean arid impotent 
in his Sight. Mean and impotent as the poor Infers, 
which wander over the parched Heath for Suftcnance : 
which fpend all the Day in idle infignificant Chirpings : 
and, at Night, take up their contemptible Habitation on 
a Blade of Grafs. 
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me ; that I fcarce obfcrved, how the Time ftolc 
away. I flatter myfelf, if You will take a Seat by 
my Side, and fliare my Entertainment j You will 
be more inclined to excufe, than to aggravate my 
Fault. 

Ther. Is Tully then (for I obferve his Name on 
the Volume) your alluring Companion ? And can ' 
fuch a devoted Admirer of the BibUy be fo highly 
charmed with a Hmthen Clajjk? — St. Auguftine 
fon(iewhere declares, that, though paffionately fond, 
before his Converfion, of Tully's Writings; yet, 
after that memorable Change, He could no longer 
reliih thofe once admired Compofitions ; becaufe 
they were not fweetened, as He exprcffes Himfelf, 
with the mellifluous Name of JE S US. 

jfjp. I am far from pretending to fuch an exalted 
Pitch of Devotion, as that feraphic Father attained. 
I can fpend a vacant Minute on the delicate Odes « 
of Horace ; I can tafte a refined Entertainment in 
Virgir% beautiful Poem J and not be chagrined, 
though I find no Mention of my SAVIOUR.— 
But when I hear a Sermon^ or perufe a religious Trea- 
tife,w)iich borrows neitRer Dignity nor Charms froni 
that amiable and glorious Name, I own myfelf ex- 
tremely difappointed. Without the Offices, the 
Merits, or the Grace of CHRIST^ the Sermon 
and the Treatife appear as defeSiive^ as a Body that 
is neither adorned with the Head, nor enlivened 
with the Heart. 

Ther. I fuppofe then You cultivate an Acquain- 
tance with the Grecian and Roman Authors, in order 
to improve your Tafte, and polilh your Style. 

Afp. Thefe, and, I am apt to think, more con- 
fidcrable Advantages, may be derived from a proper 

Vol. II. ' . L Applir 
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Application to thf ir Works. They may fervc as* 
fo manf S^hades, to fee ojfF, with heighumd Luffre^ 
the Beauty and Glory of the facred -Oracles, 

While I perufc Plato's ornamented P^gc, or lifteai 
to Cicero* s flowing Periods, I am fomewhat like the 
Perfon, who amufes HUnfelf in a Gallery of painted 
Flowers. He is pleafed with> the curiQus Creation: 
of the PenciL But, finds none of that delicious Fra^ 
grance, noneof thofe 4r^d*&/«j^' Sweets^ which meet 
Him in the Garden, and regale his Senfe from the 
blooming Parterre. — So, here are brilliant Sentii- 
meiits, and a florid Didion ; djslieate Touches of 
Wit, and bold Strokes of Defcription. But, no 
Difcovcrics of CHRIST JESUS-^no Di^lay^ 
of his inefFable Love— no Overtures of Reconcilia- 
tion with the Ueffed GOD. Nothing to yield 
Us /olid Comfort,, in our prcfent State; or any 
, j^fi^^ Expectations, wttk regard to the approach- 
ing Eternity. 

Bcfidea ; when I converfe with thofe celebrated 
Geniufes of Antiquity, who were at once the mo^ 
erroneous, and tlic moft JMdicioxi#-^thc vwfi judicious^ 
in their Taile of polite Literature \ the moji erroneous^. 
in their Apprchenfions of inviiible Things ; they 
Ibew me, what they never intenjded, the inexpteifibie 
Need of Revelation. They teach me to*fet a higher 
VaUe on that ineftimabte Gift. I blefs the diftini- 
guifliing Goodnefs of Providence, which has caft 
my Lot *, not at Alhensy but in IMM ANUEL's. 

Land.. 

• Alluding to the Story of the Philofophcr, who ufcd 
to blcfs the Gods for three Privileges. — That He was 
made, not a Bruiet but a rational Crcaturc.-^That He. 
was born, not in barbarous Climes, but in Greece. — ^Thafc- 
Hc lived, not in the more unadti'vaied Ages, but in thfr 
Time and u<nder the Tuition of Sstra^h 
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Lrand. I fajr, with Wonder and Gratitude— *« Why 
*« did not my Exiftenoe commence, in thofe ^ras 
*^ of religious Dotage ? Why did not my Heritage 
** Jie in thofe Regions of Barbarifm and Delufion ? 
** Why am not I burning Incenfe to Idojs j pay* 
*^ ing fenfeiefs Adoration to fculptured Stone ; or 
<« worfliipping, with deteftable Ceremonie^t a Set 
** of lafcivious, dfcbauched, and fcandalous ^ Dei- 
*« ties?" — Surely, Theronj from every Perufal of 
thofe Volumes, attended with fuch a Refledion, 
We fhall fee the utmoft Reafon to magnify the ten* 
der Mercies of our GOD\ whereby the Day^-^ring ' 
from on high hath vijited Us t» a*id brought Us out 
of Darknefs into the marvelous Light of the 
Gofpcl: 

Permit me to mention another Benefit, which 
may refult from an occafional Correfpondence.with 
thofe mafterly Writcrs.*-^he Stream? may lead U$ ' 
to the in^chauftible Fountain. Lead Us to admire 
tilt only wife GOD our SAVIOUR, who h^ 
given fuch a fhining Vein of Ingenuity to his ra- 
tional Creatures. As I read their Works, and am 
L 2 charmed 

• This, I think, gives Us the n^oft deplorable and 
horrid Idea of the Blindnefs of our fallen >fature. The 
Heathens, even amidft all the Politenefs of thdr Tafte, 
and notwithftanding their fuperior Advancement in the 
fine Arts, were Haters of the true GOD, and robbed 
Him of his Honour : vay, what is unfpeakably worfe, 
they paid it to Monfters — Monfters of Lewdnefs and Trea- 
chery, and Vice and Immorality, Egregious, ibttifh, 
almoft incredible Stupidity ! To lA/orJhip thofe Beings, 
which deferved univerfal Abhrrtfice ! To deify thofc Cha- 
ra6fers, which could, never be fufiicieatly deteft^d / 

Jnd D^ih to adore for Deities I 

t Luke X, 78. 
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charmed with their Beauties, 1 would frequently 
rcfleft— " If the Effays of a finite Mind, and the 
*' Compofitions of a mortal Pen, yield fuch high 
**v SatisfaSfion ; what rapturous, what unknown Dc- 
*' light muft arife, from an uninterrupted Com- 
*^-muiuon with infinite Wifdom? To ftand— not 
**• at the Feet of Homery and attend the Flights of 
**-his elevated ^Imagination— not in the Prefence of 
<< Solomon^ and hear the Di£lates of his fagacious 
**' Soul ♦ — but, to ftand in the Courts of the 
« LORD, and before the Throne of the LAMB, 
"Thereto contemplate, without any interpofing 
**• Veil, the Counfels of his unerring Providence; 
** to have the Myfteries of his redeeming Love, 
**.laid fully open to our View; a«d receive the 
<' brighteft Manifeftations of all his amiable, his 
*« adorable, his uhfpcakblc Attributes !'* 

Ther, Thefe aie Advantages, truly defirable, and 
equally obvious. Methinks, it furprifes me, that I 
Ihould never fo much as propofe them } and grieves 
me, that I (hould fo long be deprived of them. A 
View to fuch very fuperior Improvements will, I 
hope, render my future Intercourfe with thofe fa- 
vourite Authors, ftill more agreeable, and abun- 
dantly more beneficial. 

but let me a(k, what Paflage was engaging your 
Attention, this Afternoon ? 

Jfp, The great Orator's Treatife, concerning the 
Nature of the Divine B E I N G f • That Part efpe- 
cially, which proves his Exiftence and Perfedions, 
from the Formation of the human Body, « 

*. Happy, fays the Queen of Sbeha to Solomon, are thy 
. Men, and happy ate thefe thy Sewants, ^hicb Jiand con- 
tinuaUy before Thee, and hear thi Wifdom. z Chron. ix. 7. 
t De Naiura Deorum^ 
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TTher. Don't You perceive, that the Orator is al- 
moft as defident, in the Knowledge of his SubjeA ^ 
as he is miftaken, in his Ideas of the SupremiQ 
CAUSE ? — The exquifite Contrivance and in- 
imitable Workmanfhip of the human Frame, were, 
in thofe early Ages, but dimly difcerned. It was 
the Infancy of Anatomy : when the very Profeffoj^ 
had fcarcely the Qualifications of a modern Pupil. 
Many of the received Notions, were childifh ^ al- 
moft all of them, fuperiicial. 

Jfp. Will my Theron then entertain me with % 
more accurate Defcription of this wonderful Struc- 
ture ? . 

Ther, How could You take occafion, Afpafio\ 
from the Hint I dropped, to conceive any fuch Ex- 
pe<ftation? It is one Thing to rf//?^wr, another to 
correSf^ what is amifs. Many Speftators can point 
out an accidental Defeft in fome celebrated Statue, 
or a fmall Indelicacy in fome valuable Piece of Painf^ 
ing ; who are abfolutely incapable of retouching th^ 
One, or fupplying the Other, Remember the Cob- 
l^r and Jpelles *. 

> * " » 

* As fome Perfons will be at iofs to underfland the 
Meaning of this Hint, a Word or two by Way of Ex-- 
planation, may, to them at leaft, not be impertinent. 
. Jpelles was the moft mafterly Painter in Greece^ perhaps, 
in the World. After He had finifhed any noble Work, 
He ufed to expofe it, in fome Place of Concourfe, for 
general Examination : Himfelf ftanding behind a Cur-- 
tain, and liftening to the Remarks, which the Spe^ators 
made. When one of his fineft Pieces was, in this Man-^ 
Her, exhibited to public View, Multitudes flocked to the* 
curious SpeSacIe. Among others, came a Cobler, Who, 
taking particular Notice of the Foot, cfied out ; *« Here 
'• Jpelles has blundered. The Strop u too big for the. 
L 3 •* Shoe.'' 
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JJp. r remember the Story, but without relin- 
quifliing my Rcqucft. No ; fincc Wc arc fallen 
lapon this Point, I cannot, I had almoft faid, I wilt 
^t difmifs it, till I am favoured with your Expla- 
natrons and Remarks. — ^Efpecially, -as You have 
mide this Branch of Science, a Part of your Amufe- 
mcnt 5 and not without the Advantage of anatomical 
Diiledlions. Whereas, I have very feldom applied 
rhy Thoughts to the former, and never had an Op- 
portunity of being prefent at the latter. 

Let me alfo obferve, that our very Situation fa- 
vours, or rather fuggefts fuch a Topic of Converfa- 
tion. This deep' embowering Shade has drawn a 
Curtain between Us and the World. All the fine 
Profpefts of the Country are excluded. We have 
fcarce any Thing left, but Ourfelvesy to contem- 
plate. And fhall this be the only Theme Wc 
ncgledl? 

Ther. It is fomcwhat prepofterous, I muft confcfs, 
to pry into the Receffcs of Libraries ; to ranfack 
the Cabinets of the Virtuojl j and carry our Search 
through the whole Compafs of external Nature. 

Yet 

" Shoe." — Truly, Friend, Thou art right ; replied the 
Aftift. There' is a Difproportion ; ahd it fhall be cor- 
re£led.— The poor Mechanic, tranfported with the Ho- 
nour paid to his Judgment, muft needs deliver his Opi- 
nion upon other Parts of the Fifture.— Hold, fays Jpelles^ 
with a fcornful Sneer ; Ne Suior ultra Crepiflam. That is ; 
** Cobler, keep to thy Lalt. Here, Thou art a Critic ; 
*• elfewhere* an Ideot." 

The Sarcafm paiTed into a Proverb ; and is very juftly 
applied. When human Reafon would brow-beat divine 
Revelanon — When the moral Senfe would fupplant the 
Grace of CHR IS r-^When the Righteoufn^s of Work$ 
would, in the important Article of Juftification, (hare 
Wjlh or fct afide tbt Rigbt$9ufiie/s.n.vbkh is fy Faith* 
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Yet overlook the far more furprifing Curiofities, 
-which abound in the Compofition of our own Bo- 
dies, The Rarities, the Myfteries, the Miracks, 
inlaid or locked up in thefe Cabinets of fldh and 
filood. 

Since you infift upon it, my Obfervatxons, crude 
.and extemporaneous as they are, ihall fubmit them- 
felves to your Judgment. Provided, You will be 
-content to receive, only a few of the Outlines j and 
nothing like a finijbed Draught. 

Afp. Let me juft hint, that the more circumjlan-^ 
iial your Account is, fo much the more welcome 
will it be to your Friend, and fo much the more ho- 
nourable to oirr common CREATOR. Let me 
•alfo remind You of Gi?&w'& Declaration : which, as 
it is judicious and important, will, I hope, induce 
You to enlarge your Plan, and give full Scope to 
your Imagination.—" Thofe Treatifes, which dif- 
'** play the tranfcendemt Excellencies of the great 
<« CREATOR, compofe one of the nobleft and 
** moft acceptable Hymns. To acquaint Ourfelves 
^ <* with his fublime Perfeftions 5 and point out to 
*' Others his infinite Power, his unerring Wifdom, 
*' his boundlefs Benignity ^ this is, according to 
*' my Opinion, a more fubjlanttal Aft of Devotion, 
*' than to flay Hecatombs of Viftims at his Altar, 
•*' or kindle Mountains of Spices into Incenfe *.*' — 
Therotty after paufing a few Minutes, thus refumed 
the Difcourfe. 

Ther. When fome Mafter-builder undertakes to 

crcS a magnificent Edifice, He begins with the lefs 

4ecorated, but more fubftantial Parts, Thofe which 

L 4 arc 

. • G^X.deUfu'Fart.UhAll. 
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are to fupporty or thofc which are to contain the 
reft. This Order, if You plcafe. We will follow, 
in confidering ** the earthly Houfe of our Ta- 
« bernacle ♦." 

Firft, You have a Syftem of Bones ; caft into a 
Variety of Moulds ; enlarged or contra£ted into a 
Variety of Sizes. All Jirong^ that they may com- 
modioufly bear up the Machine; yet lighu that 
they may not encumber or clog the Animal. Some 
continuous^ and folid throughout. Some bored ^\\}ix 
an internal Cavity, to contain the moiftening Mar- 
row ; and perforated with exceedingly fine Dufts, to 
admit the noUrifliing Veffels. — ^Infenfiblcthemfelves, 
they are cover ed'^v^ a Membrane + of exquifite Sen- 
fibility. Which warns them of the Approach, and 
fecures them from the Annoyance, of any injurious 
Friftion. At the fame Time, it preferves the ad- 
joining mufcular Parts, from being fretted in their 
A£tion, by the hard and rough Subftanco of the 
Bones. — Their Figures are always moft precifely 
fitted to their Ufes. They are generally larger at 
the Extremities, than in the Middle \ that they may 

be' 

• 2 Cor. V. I. St. Paul very pertinently compares the 
bodily Strufture to a Houfe, And adds, in that Strain 
of godly Edifying, which runs through ail his Writings, 
our earthly and tent-like Habitation, wrjiiw^ o«xi» ts Qirii>^, 
Referring to its mean Original^ as it was formed out of 
the Duft ; and to its Jhort Continuance ^ as it muft foon 
return to Duft again. Being, though commodious as a 
Houfe, yet tranfitory as a Tent : not like the everlafting 
Mvuntains, which ftand fixed and rooted to the Center ; 
but like thofe portable Tenements, which are fet up in the 
Evening, are taken down in tlie Morning, and then their 
Place is known no more. — The Word Booths would give 
a more clear and exaft Idea to the Englijh Reader, than 
Tabernacle* 

f Thp Perio/leum* 
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•be joined more firmly, and not fo cafily difiocated. 
•—The Manner of their Articulation is truly admi- 
rable *, and remarkably various : yet never varied, 
^ without demonftrating fome wife Defign, and an- 

fwering fome valuable End. Frequently, when two 
are united, the one is nicely rounded, and capped 
with a fmooth Subftance ; the other is fcoopcd into 
a Hollow of the fame Dimenfions, to receive the 
polilhed Knob; and both are lubricated with an 
unfluous Fluid, to yield the readieft Rotation in the 
Socket. 

The Feet compofe the firmcft and neateft Pedc- 
'ftal : infinitely beyond all that Statuary or Archi- 
tefture can accomplifli ; capable of altering its Form, 
and extending its Size, as different Circumftances 
require. Befidcs performing the Office of a Pcdc- 
ftal, they contain a Set of the niceft Springs j which 
place the Body in a Variety of graceful Attitudes, 
and qualify it for a Multiplicity of advantageous 
Motions. For the decent Step, and the ftately 
Stride ; the Dance which fwims, and the Race We 
run.— The undermoft Part of the Heel, and the Ex- 
tremity of the Sole, are fhod with a tough, infen- 
iible, finewy Subftance. This We may call, a 
Kind of natural Sandal. It never wears out ; never 
wants Repair ; and always prevents that undue Com- 
preflion of the Veflels, which the Weight of the 
I Body, in walking or fianding, might otlierwife oc- 

I cafion. — The Legs and Thighs^ are like fubftantial 

and ftately Coluhinl f 5 articulated in fuch a Man- 
ner, 

^ Mirabiles Commijfuras Ijahent. .' Cic. 

t Styled therefore by the facred Ph^Iofopber, The 
Jtrcng Metty Ecclef. xii. 3. And comparted, by the faipe 
^ beautifi\l 
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ncr^ that they adminifter moft commodioufly to the 
A<3: of Walking, yet obftru<a not the eafy Pofturc 
of Sitting. The Legs fwcU out, towards the Top, 
with a genteel Projedion j and arc wrought ofF, to- 
wards the Bottom, with neat Dimmutions. Which 
Variation leilens their Bulk, at the fame Time that 
it increafes their Beauty. 

The Ribs^ turned into a regular Arch^ arc gently 
moveable, for the Aft of Refpiration. They form 
a fccure Lodgment for the Lungs and the Heart: 
which, being fome of the moft diftinguifhcd and 
important Organs of Life, have their Refidence for- 
tified by this ftrong femicircular Rampart *. — The 
Backbone is intended, not only to ftrengthen thie 
Body, and fuftain its moft capacious Store-rooms j 
but alfo to bring down that Communication of the 
Brain, which is ufually termed the fpinal Marrow. 
As an open Channel, it conveys, as a well-clofed 

Cafe, 

beautiful Writer, to Pillars <f Marble^ Cant v. 15.— As 
thcfe are the ftrongeft Parts of the Body, and the Support 
of ajl the other, hence, I prefume, arofe that prwtrhici 
Expreflion, which' occurs in the Hiftory of ^amfon, 
T^"/}^ pVfc2^ Jodg. XV. 8. Re^dercd by the Smuagita^ 
not very exaftly, xwj^tj* ttn fjiofow ; by our Englip Tranf- 
lators, rather too vulgarly, as well as ibmewhat inacca- 
ratcly. Hip and Thigh. I believe, the Word pitt^ figni- 
lies Here, as it certainly fignifies in many other Places^ 
what the Laiins call Artmu. And that the Image is taktn 
irom fome robuft and fierce Animal, whofe Shoulders be- 
fore,' and whofe Thighs behind, are broken in Pieces* 
Then, what Mifcbief can He dot What Refinance can 
He make ? He is utterly difabled. So that the Expref^ 
;fion feemi to denote (and might perhaps, without Vio- 
lence to the Original, be tranflated) A total 0*verthriu. 

• Thou haft fenced me, fecored my inward and vital 
parts, <vi'ith BoKes and Sinews y Job x. 1 1 .-^Crates PeQeris^ 
is FirgiPs Expreffion. 



f 
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Cafe, it guards this vital Silv«r * ; and, by feveral 
commodious Outlets, tranfmits the animating Trea- 
fure into all the inferior Parts. Was it only large, 
ftrair, and hollow, it might have fcrved thefe feve- 
ral Purpofes. But then the Loins muft have been 
inflexible, and every Man impaled (not by the Exe- 
cutioner, but by Nature) on a Stake co-eval with 
his Exiftence. To avoid which, it confi-fts of very 
fliort Bones, clofely knit together by intervening 
Cartilages, This Peculiarity of Strufiure prevents 
Diflocation ; and gives the main Pillar of our 
Frame the Pliancy of an OJier^, even while it retains 
the Flrmnefs of an Otfi.— By this Means, it is a Kind 
of continued Joint; capable of various Inflexions, 
without bruifing the foft medullary Subftance, which 
fills i^ Cavity ; without intercepting the nervous 
Fluid, which is to be detached from this grand Re-- 
fervorr ; or diminifhing that Strength, which is ne- 
ceflTary to fupport all the upper Stories. — A For- 
mation fo very peculiar in any other of the Solids, 
muft have been attended with great Inconvenien- 
cies. Here, it is unfpeakably ferviceable. Is, both 
for Workmanfhip and Situation, a Mafter-piece of 
creating Skill, never enough to be admired. 

The Jrms^ pendent on either Side, arc exaftly 
proportioned to each other ; that the Equilibrium of 
the StruSure may not be difconcerted. Thefc, be- 
ing the Guards which defend f, and the Minifters 
which ferve the whole Body, are fitted for the mcft 
f diver^ 

• This IS fuppofed to be the Part, which Solomon de^ 
feribes by The Jiher Cord: and is indeed like a Cord, 
on Account of its Shape; like Silver, on Account of its 
Colour, Ecclef. xii. 6. 

t Called, in Solomon's figurative but elegant Sketch of 
Anatomy, Tht Keepers of the Houfe^ Ecclcl. xii. 3. 
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divcrfified and extenfwe Operations. Firm wifll 
Eonr, yet not weighty with Flcfh ; and capable of 
performing, with fingular Expedition and Eafe, all 
Jilanncr of ufeful Motions. They bend inwards, and 
turn outwards, ihey rife upward?, and ftoop down- 
wards J they wheel about, and throw themfelves into 
v^hatevcrDirc£tionWepleafe. — To thefe arc annexed 
the Hands \ and all terminated by the Fingers, Which 
arc, not like the Arms, of the fame Length, and 
f)f an equal Bi^nefs j but in both Refpefts different. 
Which gives thcni a more graceful Appearance, and- 
a much greater Degree of Ufefulnefs. Were they 
all Flefh, they would be comparatively impotent : 
were they one entire Bone, they would be utterly 
i^Hexible. But confiding of various little Bones, 
and arMultitude of Pvlufcles, what Shape can they 
not afiume ? What Service can they not perform ? — . 
Being placed at the End of the Arm, the Sphere of 
their Aftion is exceedingly enlarged. This advanta- 
geous Situation realizes the Facble of Briareus j and 
renders a Pair of Hands, as ferviceable as an Hun* 
dred. — The Extremities of the Fingers, are «in Af*- 
femblage of tendonous Fibres, moft acutely fen- 
fible *. Which, xiotwithftanding the Delicacy of 

their 

• So very acute is the Senfibllity of thefe Parts, that, 
I am informed, it furnifhes the Tribunal q{ Inquifitlon^ wit}i 
one of the moft refined Expedients in the Art of Torture, 
A ftrong Qiiill, (harpened by the Pen-knife, and dipped 
in fomc inHammable Liquor, is tBruft deep between the 
Nail and the Finger. When the Quill has cut its Way 
through the (hivering Nerves ; and ftahds planted, like a 
Dagger, amidft the gufhing Blood; fome barbarous Hand 
fets" Fire to the Extremity. The keen Point, the flow 
Flaaie, 'and both' in the Seat of the moft lively Senfa- 
tion, pat the mifcrable Sufferer to the mofi excruciating 
Pain. 
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their Texture, are dcftined to almoft inceflknt Em- 
ploy, and frequently exercifed among rugged Ob- 
jedis. For this Reafon, they are overlaid with the 
Natlsj a Sort of horny Expansion : which, like at 
Ferule, hinders the Flefli from being ungracefully 
flattened 5 and, like a Sheath *, preferves the ten- 
der Parts from injurious Impreffions. 

In the Miniftry of the Hands, and Aflivity of the 
Fingers, We poflefs a Cafe of the fneji Inflruments^ 
or a Colle<aion of the nobleji Utenjils. Qualifying Us 
for the Execution of every Work, which the projeft- 
ing Genius can devife, or the lavifh Fancy cravc.-^- 
To thefe We are obliged for the beautiful Statues, 
which have often entertained our Eyes, in yonder 
folitary Walks ; and even for that melodious Trum- 
pet, which nowaddreflcs our Ears, from theSummer- 
houfe on the Fifli-pond. — Thefe raife the lofty Co- 
lumn, and turn the fpacious Arch. Thefe fwell the 
majeftic Dome, and adjuft the commodious Apartr 
ment. Architeifture, with all her ftriking Beauties, 
and all her rich Benefits, are the Creation of the 
human Hand. — Yielding to the Strength of the Hand, 
the talleft Firs fall to the Ground, and the largeft 
Oaks dcfcend from the Mountains. Fafhioned by 
the Dexterity of the Hand, they accommodate the 
Sailor with z floating Warehoufe j and circulate, from 
Britain to Japariy the Produdlions of Nature, and 
the Improvements of Art. — Obedierrt to the human 
Hand, Metals afcend from their fubterraneous Beds ; 
and compofe the moft fubftantial Parts of that cu- 
rious Machine t» which tranfmits far and near, to 
the Monarch's Palace, and to the Peafant's Hut, 

. fuch 

• DigUis Mummina. f The Printing-prefs. 
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fuch Trcafures of Wifdom and Knowledge, as the 
Gold and Cryfial cannot equal *. 

Among the Egyptians^ the Hand was the Symbol 
of Strength : among the Romans^ it was an Emblem 
of Fidelity : and I think, it may, among all Na- 
tions, be looked upon as the Enfign of Authority* It 
is the original and the univerfal Sceptre ; that which 
not only reprefents, but afcertains our Dominion, 
over all the Elements, and over every Creature. — 
Though Providence has not given Us the Strength 
of the Horfe, the Swiftnefs of the Greyhound f, or 

the 
• Jobxxviii. 17. 

f I once heard a Gentlei!nan, famous for his philofo- 
phical Abilities, cenfure the Formation of the human 
Body ; becaufe it is not fo commodioufly fitted for S^ift^ 
nefsf as the Bodies of fome other Animals. Bat I think 
this Objeftor's Sagacity, notwithflanding his great Re- 
putation, was no more to be admired than his Modefty. 

His Modefiy^ it is certain, was none of the moft emi- 
nent. Becaufe, it prefumed to difpute the Propriety, 
or rather to deny the Truth of that grand Enooniium, 
which Omniscienc)^ itfelf pronounced on the Works 
of Creation ; Behold! they are good; all good ; all vety 
good. — Neither was his Sagacity the moil extraordinary. 
Secaufe, it found .Fault with a magnificent Monarch, for 
not breeding up the young Prince to the Bufmefs of a 
Running-footman. Shall the royal Heir be fet to per- 
form this Drudgery of the Heels ? Shall He not rather 
command and enjoy the Performance of it from his 
VaHals? 

This Objeftion is no lefs ^ale^ than four. It was 
made in St. Chryfoftcm^% Tinje, and is very judicioufly 
anfwered by his Pen. The learned Reader, I hope, will 
n^ be difpleafed, to perafe the PafTage in the Original; ^ 
and the Unlearned, I promife myfelf, will allow me the 
Honour of being his Interpreter. 
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Ac fugacious Scent of the Spamel ; yet, dire^ed by 
the Underftanding, and enabled by the Hand^ We 

carv 

9€r^poltf09 Xitfr.-— Tfr 09 a» n7roifM9 <7po( raoU ; o7» xai itUvBtf 
f»r cwOpftm^ »77rtt* «?nro( ^mv ^oe^ Kot» ,ci,va»iu)9 c^vlacloq km «Axif«i- 

^>tJ9-a*' A;s-f «9re^ ixfiyAi to ra^f, rtilv o XofifffJiAq xeu q Tf;^y)| 

If Man is, as year religious Folks preteml. Lord of the 
irrational Creation ; bo^w comes it to pafs, that many Am- 
mals exceed Him in Vigour ^ in Speedy and other bodily En- 
dotVTnents ? The Hor/e is ftvifier, and the Ox more rabuft j 
the Eagle foars to greater Heights^ and the Lion pojfejjes/uperiour 
Strenph^ — Honv pall We reply to fuch Cavils? We 'will 
more than confute them. They Jhall fer*ve as an Argument y.^ 
to pro've the unfearchable Wi/dom of the CR EATO R ; and 
as a Topic, to difplay the honourable Regard y ivhich He hath 
Jhfwn to Mankind. We alhywy that the Hor/e is fwifter^ 
than his Mafter. Tet, fwith.all his S^wifinrfsy He is net able 
to take fuch long Joumiesy or to perform themfo expeditioujly^ 
A HorfCf be He the fleeteft and ftrongeft of the Kindy ivill 
homily hold out, to go fourfcore Miles in a Day, Whereas 
Matty by taking fe'ueral Changes of Horfes for his ^ addle ^ or 
fenieral Sets of Horfes for his Chaifey ^juiil travel, in thefamt 
Time^ a greater Number of Miles* Therefore y nvh/2t the *vi^, 
gorous Sineiv and the nimble Foot are to the Horfe ; thaty and 
abundantly morey the contri'ving Head and the executing Hantt 
are to Man. 

Let me add the eloquent Preacher's ExpoHuIation. 
Which is pertinent and fpirited; and not the worfe, for 
a Spice of njoholefome Invedive ; mingled with a Spark of 
detent Indignation/ Oray \» o ^scnro^fy o wtta ra ftn o>7o( ug 
*n U9CU netfafacrufy xk?iaxcti ejaw ita7\ctTX ^9|fA^efi^|Jic^x «Tpo£ri»9rc^ 
TK ct9 To^o2I^M, Kap cttjlo^nccq 91 VTt7F?^j}^fjLtnij ita^zi to rofjux uat, 
•►li^i/ioj-flo* Toif vara Ttt 0e» ^rfinaiv ; Since then the CREA- 
TO R himfelfhas pronounced all his Works to be confummateJy 
gpod'y ivho Jhall dare to controtjtrt his JudgTnenty or detrciSl 
from their Excellency ? This were an Excefs of Arrogance f. 
little Jl.crt of Madnefs ! 

J C&leny' 
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can ittbjed ..tbem to aw: Will; turn thqni t6-oiir 
Advantage; and»Jn this Seafe, make them all our 
wm. — ^Thefe Hands, (farprifing to relate i) there 
flxn't Hands have found .out a Way, whereby-^they 
can dive to the Bottom of the Ocean ;^ can jjcnetfitc 
the Bowels of the Earth ; . and. reach, fcom Shore ta 
Shore. T\ktkfetbU Hands <^ manage the Wings 
of the Wind ; can ana thcmfclves with the Rage 
of the Fire ; and prefs into their Service the forcible 
Impctuofity of the Waters. — How, emii^nt t$ 
th^ Dignity ! How extenfive the Agency of the 
Hand ! It would require more Eloquence, than 
your Orator pofieiTed, to difplay the former ; and 
more Pag^» than your Book contains, to defcribe 
the latter. — How greatly then are We iiidd>ted to 
our indulgent C ?. E AT O R, for accommodfrting 
Us with this moft ufeful, this moft diftinguiihing, 
this invaluable Member ! 

Above all, is the Head; a majeftic Dome, ele- 
vated on the Neck, and defigned for the Refidericc 
of the Brain. It is framed in cxaft Conformity to 
this important Purpofe ; ample, to receive ; ftrong, 
to uphold ; and firm, to defend, what is the Origin 
of all our Senfe and all our Motion. — As the .Head 
refembles the Generars Tent in an. Army, or the 
Monarch's Palace in a City; it has a Communica- 
tion eftabliihed with a!l, even the moft inferior and 
remote, Parts of the Syftem. It has Outlets and 
Avenues, for the ready Difpatcb of Couriers to all 

Quar- 

Galen, if I remember aright, allowed Epicurus an hun- 
dred Years, to find out a more commodious Shape, Situft-- 
tion, or Texrurfi, for any one Part of the human Body. 
And I believe, if all the Angels in Heaven had ftudied 
to this Day, they could 'not have given a fairer or a 
ixiprc corrc^ Edition of this living Volume. 
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Quarters % and for the Reception of fpfeedy Intelli- 
gence^ oa every interefting Occailon. It is fur- 
niflied with Lodgments, wherein to poft Centinels 
of various Chara^ters^ and appointed for various 
Offices.-*To expedite their Operations, whether, 
they are employed in reconnoitring what pafTes 
without^ or examining what claims Adniittance 
Vfithin ; the whole turns upon a curious Pivot, moft 
nicely contrived,^ to afford the largofl and freeft 
Circumvolutions. 

This ftately Capiul, is fcreened from Heat ; de- 
fended from Cold ; and very much beautified, by a 
copious Growth of Hair. Which flows down from 
the parted Forelock in decent Curls ; and hangs, 
'mantling on the Cheeks, duftering on the Shoul* 
dcrs. — ^A Decoration ,♦» . incomparably more deli^ 
€ate, than any or all the Orders of Architefture 
know how to compofe ; and fo perfedly lights that- 
it no way encumbers, nor any way incommodes - 
the Wearer. 

Vol. II. M While 

• Jh/alom^s Hair was reckoned a diftinguifliing Part of. 
his Beauty, 2 Sam. xiv. 26. — The Amiablencfs of the 
Churchy in the exemplary Converfatiou of true Bblievers^ 
is difplayed by the fame Ornament. Thy Hair is as a 
flock of Goats J that are fccn afer off, and apptar in a penr 
dent Attitude from the Summit of Mount Gileadi moH . 
agreeably adorning the Place, and detaining the Spefta- 
tor's Eye. Cant, iv. i. I prefer the Expofition oi Ariap 
Montttmut VSh^JV fua ^ndentt fua prominent . As it takes 
in a Circumftance, which correfponds with the^wj^Po- 
fi tion of the Hair ; renders the Comparifon more full and 
gxaS ; and is, according to the Obfervation ot a moft 
accurate Judge, one of tne chief Remarkabks in fuch a 
Profpea : 

Non ego *vos pofthacy *viridi projtSus in AntrOf 
Dumii pendcrc protul dc Rape wdeho^ V i a «. 
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Wkile'jifj^y j^ipfials^ qyeep on the Gtotiftd i 
wjillq alC<?f.tj&^^^e.j>H>|}f,.in tl^ir Poftuife, or 
_tlieix. AfpS<fe'.?iteb Ai^y^i Pf fMatt is. /f^iSf *.— 
tV^h^^ jp ijo^ ^^^.j^hpn^ ; . has,.an Air. of 

PfSm4» ^ffd^ft^i^^.S^P^^^PJrityi. ap4 is fuit;ed to 

mei4ka^ j, . W^W^^. 1?^ to X^ppfy . ^l^e U mverfe, and 
cpn^^mpjii^fte.^iie J^^y » ^^^ Us % the Prnfecur- 
..<?Q«^ ef,:qW?fg^Tgpn4^-S9h^ft,^^d faqilft^jtes the 
5jtf9Ke(s.,of;MlfOgr eittfi»fiye JPMign5.---It is likewife 
,^tt^4^j^ithtikif gr^eftS^jj being,.if not lefs 
tim,,5flyjDtj^er>.^ .expofe^ifo Danger^ yet 

JJ^. May It not likewife remind Us of our.cx- 

^|ltcd(>^ip^3ndto^^f^Kn^^ Q\xx^.fl(rigi' 

Tf«(, wfirch.>f^,|}ie Brc?.tb,p£ t<^ALft^Q«T,Y, 

,and tb^ 8p(iri| pf the MQ^T, H?GH. . Qy^ En4y 

which is ^tfl^ Jl^e SojJ; We,|tcea4 ;<^> or^y o£its 

low Pj oda^9p^s> buft ,tie Jfeait^ii 5>f>|feavensj and 

But not fo.aiy^ in 

fiiv r neiiii'l Manner olT harif^ilihg it, is as entertain- 
irig as It 1^ inJjrudtiv^.—^Th^ Boiiesr (to carry <m 
youT own ^^llufioh) are only tlie l^afiers^^^^ Beams^ 
tiicSSeil of tlie fiving Ediftcc.' ^' You have raifed the 
Walls, and laid the Floors* You have made the 
proper Divifiong^xi^nd left- the ^eceifary Apertures. 
But, irt every iuiifhed Hoftfe^ the ^oof is odvered, 
ahd the Rcwjms.^^^^ S^e^ ,^tt 

haogi and^tfhe J>ix>fs turnxlifKii^ their Hinges^ The 

Grates 

• fk9» 6f/arfHdbkr Shape, ereSt andfaHj 

Godl^e'treh ! Wit% native' ffonottr tiad, ' 

UnMd'lii^jefyyfemUV^i^rfiiU MiLton. 



rt^a&%<h<a."'A'U 8 i^mid cirtftimtois for dd- 
tftgftffc Va; Ima-^VacSfuf ^'Ihe' ixt^riii Vfcw. ■ 



-^mtf^^d ! and 'ifiMk^ig^Me 'Syitttnl'^^'lMi^- 
^f'fl^iV^br^lSWft 'arid'#ftfifB-Tdl)8d^ ;^ J^pi6l««td-fo 

<5fti»^tt'- '■'-' ^"'''''"" ■'■''■■■■■"■■ •'"' '• •'■''' 

Aq'uyfeW^f' Ae'dfriaiiis*aMc<rbp6Tfs; ' Sdnie 8f 
mm^cehiti^^ rieirf^ '^lafe r^rtid tiieihfelve« 
dviVt}i6SmvA3et^TfiA^i3A!thd Idtl^Aimsi foihe 
rfififctMtfWtAe FJSftTf lM<f irflSlig out, as th?y gA, 
into ni^mberkfs fmaller Cailia!^;' v^ tKe S»«ea/tHe 
Alleys, and <very individual Apartment of fhe vital 
City.— Thefe, bpmgrwia^'^at their Origin, ana Icf- 
feniAg'is iheyiyriack .ihemtelvcs, check the rapid 
ImpfetU's St the jBlood. ' To fuftaiii thrs Shock, they 
■ jtre 'dftdued witli uncommon Strength : ^y peirfornj- 
M z. * . . uig 

' ' f TRc In^eftines zx^Jaftintd to each other' by the 
^mfiMny: TPh* Br^aft » ^W^^^ fart6 t#tr Cavities by 
the ^d^miKU Bdk'whidi j»e t^ckdded amptig tiic 
Membraces. 

I A hninaa Body wm cabled by the Antients, The 
Microcofm\ ^i^\ is,, Tif Wiwld' in Miniattf».' An 
Abridgmant or Epi^9i^». of all that is cohveDient and 
uiefoU of ^li that is elegant and xnajelticy \% the whole 
Syftem of created Thiiigs^ 
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ing this Senrice) they oblige the crimfolt Current 
to pafs intotbe narrnweft Z>^/w,iind diftribute itfclr 
into all Quarters* — The Bloody thrown from the 
Heart, dilates the Arteries, and their own elaftic 
Force contrafis them. By which Means, they w»- 
brati^ in proper Places, very perceivably againft 
the Finger ; bring Advices of the utmoft Impor* . 
tance to the Phyfician ; and very much affift Him, 
both in difcovcring the ' Nature of Difeafes, and 
prefcriblng for their refpcftivc Curesi.— The larger 
Arteries, where^ever the Body is formed for Incur- 
vation, are iituate on the binding^iie : Jeft^ being 
ftretched to an improper Length by tfaelnflediony 
their Dimenfions llhould be lefiened* aijd the circu- 
lating Fluid retarded.— They ore not, like- feveral 
of the conitdcrable Veins, laid fo near the Surface, 
as to be protruiive of the Skin ; but are depofited to 
a proper Depth in the Flcfli. And^ generally ippfidc- 
ing, the larger their Size, the deeper is their Situa- 
tion. Which renders them more fecure irom ex* 
ternai Accidents; and enables them, like a., main 
Pipe lodged in the Center of 4 Street, to Uanfo^t 
their fmaller Du£b, more eafily and more fpeedlly,. 
to the Extremity of their feveral Spheresw Thi» 
Situation conceals likewife thofe Starts and Refi- 
litions of the PuUe, which, if apparent, would 
difcompofe the moil fedate, and disfigure the moft 
comely Countenan(?e.-^Cou}d We caft oujr Eye 
upon the River, which runs through the neigh- 
bouring Meadow, We might obferve feveral Mill* 
interfeaing the Stream. The Waters at thofe 
places, if hot entirely flopped, drain away very 
flowly. In Confequcnce c^ihis^ Obftrudtton, the 
lower Channels w6uld be (Sik dfy, aind the upper 
4 On^ 
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Ones fwelled into a Flood. To obviate both thefc 
Inconvcfniencies, LfiW^Jhots arc provided : . which, 
carrying off the Surcharge, prevent a Glut above, 
and fupply the Banka below.. In thofe Parts of the 
Body, which are moft liaUe to PrefTure, much the 
iame Expedient takes place* The Arteries inaf- 
culaUi or, breaking into a new Track, they fetch 
a little Circuit, in order to return and ccHKununicate 
again with the main Road. So that, if any Ob- 
ftacle blocks up or ftraitens the dirc(ft Paflage ; the 
Current, by diverting to this new Channel^ eludes 
the Impediment ; maintains an iminterrtipted Flow ; 
and Toon regains its wonted Courie. 

Viins are appointed to receive the Blood from the 
Arteries, and reconvey it to the Heart.-^mall at 
their Rife, and enlarging as they advance, they are 
void of any Pulfatlon, In thcfe, the Preffure of the 
circulating Fluid, ys not near fo fordhle as in the 
arterial Tubes : for which Reafon, th^h^* Texture 
is confiderably lltghter* Such an^exa6): Ckconomift' 
is Nature, even amidft all her UbetaUty ♦ /~In 
many of thefe Canale, the Current, though widen* 
ing ccmtinually, and acquiring a proportionable In* 
creafe of Gravity^ is bbliged to pufli its Way againft 
the Perpendicular. By whitli Circumftance, it is 
expofed to the Hazard of felling back, and dver^ 
loading the Veflels ; if not of fuppreffing the animal 
Motion. For a Security againft this Danger, yahe$^ 
are interpofed at proper Diftances. Which are no 
Hindrance to the regular Paffagc, but prevent the 
M 3 Reflux; 

♦ A parallel fiiftaiicc of Frugality Is obfervablc in the 
Arteries. Whofe Coats are ibun thistmrt as the Diame** 
ter of the Vcffets^ becomes JmaUtr^ and the Preffurc of 
the Blood wiakcr. 
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Reflux V [a&^inthe'mgtii&xcti^Vm^^^^ 

tate a Progreft to tfire gr'^ttdiftc^Mji^. O^^U^a^ 

iliary ContriVanceTcomt^^ri^'^^i^tev^h^^td^i^^ 

conftraiiied to" cHmb,/:;iiaf li WCa^^ 

fteep Afcejlt (peifesV'arid 4eh a ^V^;!^©^^^^?^^ 

be needled, ' ' '* ; \^'T '^ ^^ ^' =--W .nojisi.ncO 

^ Here are^ Gbaisf v^hotc' &&ct h fey ' t^'filtAfc^*h» 
faffing Fiidd.; ' Each of ^V*^ Glahds «i 'iA' AiBabH^ 
Wage of Veffels, complicity land atitetwlyWi i^idji- 
feeming Cohfufion, but^vrlth ^effLa RfcgiiiteiitJr. 
As fome Ki|id of Sieves franfmk^ tiie Pttft,.i]rtl^«i- 
tain tl^e Cofh ; 6thct^ iok out flfe'Mealj aid^li^4 
back thye Braj^ ( fo, fome of Aefegl^ttdubxis'&ftSji^ 
cfs draw p^ the fineft, oi^idii^ the gi^offeft Parts^ jbf 
the Blood,' Some, like ti^'pifta^^^^ i^leiaWc^ 
fublimate *5 otl^ers/ like the Common SeW4S*s',|^^-i 
/^i7/^ f, :;I;^cH fbra;i$ > 'Sdcretldhj '%x xAbH'^'tiil 
rious than ^he nipft admired Operadans ojf Chehi^r- 
try; wjiile all are necpfiary fdr thf Support o/tlf(4", 
pr conc^ucive .to- the COmfott (o)"^ -fl^ 'ArilttKBf.ii^ 
Mufcles^ vrove in Naturi?*s n'i*6(^ft LoO|rf T c6lflp6ffi4 
of the ilei^dereft Fibres, jet eiijiied' wife^ f|l\f^cfiS>l(Ej 
Strength V fafliioned -after a Variety >fi?^att^iW^ 
but all in the hfgheft Taftfe fdx^' felegance;;id^^ 
niency^ afid IJrefulnefs.^T^hefe^ ^ith their ^i^^rfiit^ 

annexed, 

^ .The glandtiloiii SufeHi^ «f tfi^lSi^ii//^ M^Mdl^l^ 

cihetes thfe animl'Spjrits.' ' ^ ^- ' i '^ - - ^" •:"'«''':''^ 
t The li'ver: ahd Kidneys' The ftrmer of ivKkh ftr 
parates tfe(i-Gd^. The fetti^rdrtinV off «a^'i5J/^/i^^\v^«ii; 
beitig ftdRtieritly kfiown, *€ei'n<^t be naiafctf* iWlrid 
wifli, It hid ri6t been fo expliiMf iiMA rnkMy^t^tf^ 
tioncd, in our iV^ftflation ©f \%?b6ll' df Bd^ii^ ^ 'Bttk 
that We had,reijdcfed tbfe OfSgiiiai in i Kings xiv. jo. 
£^ery MtiKT^, mi(/af* k^edl 'if. Ai/I*?^ iirmHb^ fixiff 
Bxcnmnfs, * 



r 



aiin«3Cfd|i :cpB^t4^t^ j;hc l^^^ft5^I^en^,.^;^Mptip|:^»' 
Partivio;i,9f fjefh:. ap^ ,|FilloYfJ,ng^tlJp;■m^fc^|^^ 
•Contrjidkion, actuate the Part into whicl^.tjiey arq 
ilrf<?rted. ^This, aa4 l^thcir f ui^({J^ 
<vt(?, not, iikc^.^i^gifti^^afl; gf jSjirdoQ, but, cjuicj^ 
^. liiiesLiig^^ningfri^/^iy^^; yery q;jipiit9 Tubes ^ 
deriye4 frqnv t^e ^r^^, ^4- P^^IW,^^' t>y.^« ex- 

MVr^iS*^ fet?; thpm (fjp^wgx.k;, .^^fufe^, the Po\yej: 
cfj§eji(atipttjil^pu^^ qr> ^e^prging^upoo 

.any^IpprfjOtonirom without,, gives a|I neeoEiI In- 
telligence t© thej5o^l.--TJ^^^j, diftf^de^ ,V^f'^ ^ 
un£l:ii9us idatt^r ;. in ((^e Places^ ^compofe a fofit 
C.ufliioa.* for Nat\w*e.; >iiji other ^jlacfs, t^iey fill 
.up bj^r yapuil;i^aQ4 fniootfe^ /«- 

war^fyf^ ti^ey fHPp^ fhp fever al Movements of the 
aflrivfjM^hine. Quf^ardfysthty render i^s ^^pear- 
pt;^ p1H^P>, .Weljl |)f O^^prtione^y a^id graceful. / ^ ' 
.,f,JfA^|?^Hl Qf t^p yiftupus Wom^i[V;! Sheisnofi^fraid 
B/fi^Snpwfor her tpuj/hgldl f9r all tfft^^HouJhold ar4 
clgfhe/^ mth Scarfei t i.oi> a^ We re^il if} the Marf 
gfin^wifi double ff(irfff(^^^i j:. Wl^e^er the admitted 
'"...-.•■ '^ ' -. - . ^ . - . . ^ ^^ 

• TlieCfl^ofthe%,ft|rInftance. Whofe large Col- 
ilcftli^ of ^ufd^s, int^n^ipgM with Fa;^,. U p£ fipgnlar 
.Service to thofe important Bones, r 1% flaiiJc5,an4/ortf£<;s 
^m>iUke^^fir»tigidafiis»' ItAjpp?krta>5d,9J>pp%sthem, 
ylkel^/ofi^JNVo1!iv, . , W^Mifistiio lefs pleaiHIgto obferye, it 
aQc$9nkno^fi9t«fid:(lQfj?o4stheQip;) iJ^i^tv^rySide^ where 
,Affi n^oftiftif^KeftUy, frit iheif Weight. 3fi,i vflvvejtbciy aip 
;l0^ capiAbl^ Qf bciag guarded by the fiy^» .. 
'^' /iv •— ■•■ ^ :■_ f Frov^.-xi^xi. ^i» . • 
< :t S<$Hae(»AyV:*9r;K>. Whw. A?.Wpr4 jpw i^ccuw 
M 4 ' Sjt 
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or the «jc£lcd Tranflatioti is beft, I am t^ik tkxtJil'i^ 
pctent Judge. But that the jcver-bountifid Q^Q J$- 
bas» in this tnoft warm, obmfortabl«i^i andnificStr^ 
Manner, clothed our vital Pu'ts,. -is an undbubttidr 
Fa£l. One of the two Garments^ the FUfi^^,'ii9s- 
already been examined. Another,: thfe S:kin *j?\i9 
ftill to be confidered. Thi'S is a Kind ctC* Surtoj*j^ 
cxadly fitted, and fuperinduced over the Whole. « 
Like our LOR D's Vefturc» it is without Seanty 
from the Top throughout. It confide* of the moft de- 
licate Net- work \ whofe Mefties f ar© mln^tey and 
whofe Threads sjrre J multiplied, even to a Prpdigy.f 
—The Melbes fo minute j that nothing pdflfas tbem, 

whieh 

Jn this Signification. Which may, in the Place quoted 
above, not improperly be rendered, <with Fairs or^^rti 
iixjo Suits. 

* There arc two Coats of Skin on.th^ hum9ii FUflxi 
Though Theron feems to take Notice of on^ only ; or 
elfe to comprife them both in one feeprefentation* The 
outermoft is ftyled CuHctda, or the Scarf-fkin. The in- 
nermoft, called Cutis, is the true and proper Skin. The 
iirft is that foft whitiih Tegument, which rifes in the 
Puftule of a Bliiler. The other is that reddilh and very 
tender Part, which appears, when the Blifter ii Wo6e, 
and the iTead Skin taken oif. The former is totally void 
of Senfe ; and very happily provided to f^re^n the latter. 
Screen it not only from the Stroke of Injuries, bttt'even 
from the Impreflions of the Air. Whi^ch; mild' as it 
may itA to the Jheathtd^ wOuld be too rough ^nd' fharp 
for the «aift/ Nerves.' ' ' ' ■ '' '' 

There feems t6 be an Allufion to thi^ PartiiitilSr, In 
that retiiajflcable E:>rpreffion, Zkin for Skin, ni^ '^7^3 "W 
Job it. 4'. 'Skin "even'mtoWn\ the verjf' JnWflft SWAf;- 
which carihdt be taken aw^y, without the'greateft'Ldft^ 
«hdXevereftTain. Yet, even this lofs a'Man WefAldfar:.' 
fcr, this PaihVLt would fendure/ih order td pi'efetve ^ife# 
cious Life. -^ - -' ...♦•- 1 ■ i-.^ • . - ~. 

+ The Pores of the C»/*V»//7. ' ' '• '" 

X The nervous l^ihtQs^ and other Vcfiels of the Qttti^, 



D^t^A L b O U E X!l: 185 
wMch feldifc^ftafcle^b^ the Eye'j thbugH they dif- 
ch^i^e^¥t]rfM^^hV Myri^ ini MyVrids of fu- 
pwflwduililcuttibflHi^SJftbm Ac Boif: Tlie Steam, 
aHflrfg fkfm tfce^affA Si*nefs^tr^n(a(ie(< Vkhin^ is 
a»^icd^ by theft"i^a!\*iifough m^eifeeptlMe Fuii- 
if^ls*,^*rThte'Etad<m«i6n conftitates, 'What We 
uftiallyCalU 'ihfefij^rt PirJ^iration.—TU Tfht-eads 
{&-fiitiilAplieil that' nfetther the Point -of the fmalleft 
Needle, nor the incomparably nicer^pfear of a Gnat, 
jicrf even the iifviflWe Lancet of a Flea, can piefcc 
ahy-fwi^le Part^ without iatifing an-uneafy Senfa- 
tidft'^ft'd^a SufFufion <if Blood : confcquently, with- 
out trbunding, even by fo fmall a Punifture, both 
Ti^^nt and a Vein f- 

T^he Veins, cither per,vading, or lying parallel 
withi jthis fine tiranfftarent Coat, beoMifyiinc human. 
Strufture ; thofe Parts efpecially, which arc moft 
coirffjiiettoiis, and ihteilded for public View. The, 
p1iaiit'\Vrift, and the "tapfer Arm, they variegate 
witk isin Inlay of liyihg Sapphire. They, fpread 
^'v : .. ,/-\. . Ver- 

* ^ Thcfe are fomewl^ere prettily ftyled, cutamoas Chim- 
fUe^ I and no Wonder they areimperceptifcie^ if, as Mr; 
if^ivenfjoe^i affirms, tL.&ngic Grain of Sapd will CQvcrno 
lefs than 125,000. • 

t A Blood-'veJJel at leaft. Compared with thefe Vef. 
fcU, the ^Xi£. JUmy.Threads'y whichj,..on fome l^right aur 
tumnal Morning, float in the Air, or h^% on. the S^u^ 
ble, muft beiarge as a BclKrope* or bulkv a;s a.CnWci 
-^Such Tubes,., Qnq, would think, fhonli l^r^ at evexy- 
Breath We dravjr^. or. even bretik with, tlw?ir.,ow.n Finenefs. 
Yut, I they are the Conduit- pipes, which cpnvcy the vital 
fluid from and, to the grancl Referyoir.,, And fo zAv^U 
rabjc is their Texture, fibat they. wittftutjaft the, Strcngtli . 
of Lead, or the Heart of Oak : the/e wearing d^wtyiihoji 
growing ftrongcr, by Ufe. . v -, 
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Vermillion over the Lips 1, 9nd pl^t Rofe$ in ^ 
Cheeks. While the Ey*, tinged .with gipffy Jet, 
or fparkling with t^ Bli^e of He^ven^^ is fiiced in 
an Orb of polifbcd QryA^hf' InXomuch thstf the 
parthly T?»Uernftcle exhibits ti\e niceft Propqrtions, 
and difpUys the ricfceft Gr?u;es. Suoh nice Pf^rr 
tionsy 2^ ^ord the mpft correck Mo40l (or Statuary 
and Architecture : fuch rich Gr^e^^ ^s the (]l^v^i^ 
never bore> as Painting jaiitate^ in vain. 

Jfp. How. juft in itfelf, and how pertinent to q^r 
Purpofe, \% that well-knoivn Acjf^no^ylcdgment of 
the facr^d and roy^liAwtomjyii ^* / ««i ct^inffy 
^< wrought X f There is a Varifity, ^ Regular^tyt 
*' and an Elegance, in tj^ Textiwoe of iny ^xxly* 

• 75^ /ii>/ <ir* Uh a TkrMd of Seetriit, Cantriv* ^. 
JJik^ ^ Thready for their d^cate Shape j like a Thread 
of Scarlet^ for their glowing Colour. 

t Selomcn has compared the Eyes to Th Fijhrpmh in 
HeAibon. A Comparifon, a? jtift, as it is noble. — Ob- 
ferve the Eye in the hpnvan Stn|^ure« and a fine Piec^e ^f 
Walter in the rural Profpc£l. Each is a very fmall Part, 
yet eminently ornamental to the Whole. — Each enlivens 
the Scene. Without Water, thr Landfchape is dUJl and 
dreary ; withopft anBye,' the Countenance would bd bltfnib 
and hagged.-^iA ^ning J[Cya4 pf Luftrtf, fparlcl^ in qiic; 
tremble? in.the otjier ; radi^flts, frofn both. Bqth acp^ 
Source of Innumerable Advantages, to their refpe&ive 
SubjeSs-^^Tis probible, thofe Fi^-pools in Hephbn^ 
tieing antfiftiaiiy ' niade, were exa^ly correfpondentio 
Si^, in JF(a>mi,,tand Situ^at^pn. If fp, the ParaU«!} is r^ 
^^jcably perfe£k, and the Simile receives the highfsit 
Finifliing. See Cavt* vii. 4. 

M^/^j^<?jr^/;^</ W<6 jf Air«^,T-The Tr^n|l^tion adopted 
O^ .oprXiturgy is,jin:thi3,Pl;^:€, flat ai?d ioexpri^Vjeii 
^)^^,£^ljJhYf^ijjsifi^Pfe^^ h^finft '% f^W Iaf^ri«(rjity 
40 .the pe^il^ifVil fieJirecM Fhrafe ; z%xht J^adge^ t^fii^ 
upon fppajp ppor f cmfioner's Poa/, Ji^? to tjift Starr^jfer 
broidered on a Nobleman's Brcafl, * J^/aU «xxxi.K« ^r^t^.T 
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^«/%in4t^ fi^jjH^^ofi'^nd Airawgement of tbefc 
***^4fe<W«^aind Mirfcies, th^fe Veins and Arteries j 
AAiJj^^feibftiWillg, '&ail i^fay?— rftth^r, infinijtely 
^^dfid^aJSihg^ nhc-moftcoftlyand admired Pieces of 
*^ EmbrWdeiy^^- 'Eveti thofe, whitia were wrought 
uxMRjfr?b©#i;^Afon ^f mfpired Wifioffi ; and com-* 
pdfo the riek 'fec^Sotai Veftments *, or the graiwj 
35nd ftcifed'iOf ^aaieats of th^ Tabernacle t* 

It is ojpie pf the fiiieftSi»ilit«des, wWch the ^vhole 
eirclfe of polite Arts ksoaJd afford. And, as ufed 
by flti^^Wbffwf<»t ai referring to the vencrablff 
!]^teHe(hh$eAts of thef^^Saii^duary, receives a pe* 
4»uliar ^P^mty, Yet every Comparifon, fetched 
ffob^^e Performftjlcis of Mankind, muft nccejf- 
ferify dehafc the matchlefs Subjefl:. — All the En- 
ripbiAi^»> ' wbicb the Ne^Ie can give, or the moft 
yJjfeSdrtf &*rf^ receive, arc'nide, afejcoarft, are njjere 
Saclc-flp^, ;^ejpte(;\in OppQfaiaa.t<> j^eL confum^ 
matjeJ^eRfe^iprt of t;b« fi^^bly Web,< As indeed all 

ever>dbrhed ttee' mrft^ magnificent Cities in the 
Worlds arq.jlj^t^^Heapof Cphfufiqn, if compared 
withdtiw %tn«netryhand Beautyof the bodily Fabric^. 
r^And,' wH8Hr% beyoiid lAeafure ittahr^crtts, irflfhetov 
Wohders X)i Witt^inXXm ihid Decoi-atloh a?of^not' 
ffQSjxtiK,e purer ,El?m^ from the more refined 

P^rtfl )irf' tfee Gttuitmr^hnt irpm D U'ft,. i>^ . (?/ A&t^ 
(^ateij?'tv-'H^wea(tfy, T]&irf^,^^ 

-..,:; .-: ^ ' '' '^'^ ' ' ;^l^ \: :-^^^^^^^^ 

•i jtj9%f LO'ltD GOD f^riiud' Mak tf "iWIm^f^tki^. 
.jGHiiW,;<3Wh. it. 7.;- • Ujjt>n;tKfe*CircU«aiI^.ife; 6t::C^^ 
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ARTIFICER renew our Hearts, and transform 
our Souls into his own Image ! Who could raifc 
fuch delicate,and majeftic Edifices; the blooming 
Countenance, and the graceful Mien; the fine 
Turn of Shape, and the enchanting Harmony of 
Features; could raife them all from Particles— 
defpicable Particles of the trodden Soil ! 

I could not forbear interpofing this Remark. Be- 
caufe, it tends to manifeft our CREATOR'S 
Glory, to encourage our Hopes, and ftrengthen our 
Faith. Otherwife, I (hould be angry with myfelf, 
for interrupting your Difcourfe.-— Pray^ go on with 
your Defcription of the animal Oeconomy. Only* 
let me obferve. That fuch a Courfe of inceffant 
Aftion, muft exhauji the Fluids; muft wafie thc^ 
Solids ; and, unlefs both are fupplied with proper 
Recruits, muft gradually, weaken, and at length 
totally dcllroy, the Machine. 

Tljer. For this Reafon, it is. furniflied with, the 
Organs, and endued with the Powers of ifutrition. 
---Teeth 'y the foremoft, thin and fharp; fitted .to 
bite afunder the Food, or cut * off fuch a Portion, 
as the Mouth can conveniently manage. The hin- 
dermoft, broad and ftrong ; indented, like the Sur- 
face of a Mill-ftone fj with fmall Cavities, and 
jagged with little Afpcrities. Which qualify thenv 
• / • to 

• Called therefore, Incifi'vi, 

t Styled, accordingly, Molares. — We find neither of 
'thefe Kinds in the new-born Babe. As Milk is, for a 
confiderable Time, its apparent Food, Teeth would be 
of no Service to the Infant itfelf. As it is to prefs the 
tender Nipple for this milky Suftenance, Teeth woilld b^ 
painful artd prejudicial to the Nurfe; Therefore Nav 
t«re has pffpcKed.iht Fermatio^of tbeffe fine Irtipfements, 
till they become both neccii'ary and beneficial. 
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to ^rind in Pieces, whatever is tranfmitted to thetr 
Operation.— Were the Teeth, like our other Bones^ 
covered with the ufual Membrane, the Aft of Chew-!- 
iwj- -would always occaiion great Uneafinefs; and, 
vrhen any hard Subftance is eaten, might even la- 
cerate the tender Tegument. Were they left with- 
out any Sort of Covering; they would fufter from 
the Inclemencies of the Air, and be liable to the 
Penetration of Liquors. In which Cafe, they muft 
fopn become foft and unfit for Service, or be cor- 
rupted, and entirely perifli. To guard againft 
theiie Difadvantages, they are curioully glazed^ or 
overlaid with- a neat Enamel ^ as white as Ivory, 
and harder than the Bone itfelf. Which render* 
them an Ornament to the Mouth * ; fecures them 
fcomi various Injuries^ and exempts theni from 
Pain ill the Office of Maftication. 

As the Rims and Culhions of a Billiard-table, 
keep the Ball from flying oiF; and fend it back into 
the green Area, for repeated Eflays of Skill ; fo the 
Lips preyent the Food from flipping out .of the 
Mouth ; and, affifted by the Tongue, return it to 
the reilewed Attrition of the Grinders. — While the 

'Lips, 

• This ornamental Furniture of the Mouth, is, in the 
jrrand oriental Manner, defcribed by Soktnon, Thy Teetk 
are like a Flock of Sheepy that are e^ven Jhonty ^v^bich come 
Mp from the Wajhingy Cant. iv. 2. Growing, not iingle, 

* like the Nofe ; not in Pairs, like the Eyes ; but in Rows 
confiderably numerpus, like a F/7fi.— None rifing higher 
than theodier*; none it^nding unduly prominent beyond 
another i. bjiit,ali fet as true,. ^& if they were ranged by 
t^.Cpinpaffi ; aqd making ^iregular an Appcarauce, a^ 
1^ FJpi^ll^s thaf^are e^(m^,^Jorp,-r^They arc cjcan alio a$ 
th^F'l^^ee vfhich haye:>no.Spot, and white as the Colour 
or the purcft WoqI ; like the Flecks Jufi ^ceme up from 

, *wAJbing in the pyftal Stream. 



,90 DIALOGUE Xft 

Lips, m Concert with the Chdeks, ar^ eifl^oj^fA 
this Work, theiVMotron Ccto|)reffetfthe^dr06fi$ji^ 
tent QIandd; andy frMI imy(ftffi^&tef >>ftii)tii©H^ 
ficc«, a thin pettmd Uqudr>i^dk(\iitiS'/^YAA 
inbtftens the attenuated Enocf, a^d {M^ai^i i|u||j^ 
more cafy Digcftion.— When, thie M4>ucir jfti^n^ 
iniftive, thefe Fountain* as^i^lofed;^ But^'**^ ft 
is exercifcd, citiicr in fpeakihjg of eatm^j-'tfcci? Mdd^ 
tore then^ being petuiiaf ly irisceffai^j^- thiqf^ ildfef^a 
to give out a fufficient Qsarttit)^* ?*' ^^^ ' oo»i «f 

When the Soldier diai»ges hii CarWute^ ^6»^t^ 
ridge could not make its ^zj t6 AeSbftoifty ^fe- 
out the Protrufiein of the' RiWhmei^fY NMtftitt' 

■•"'•'-••^'^- ^>m\^ 

, • The SaU'Vfi or Spitflc. .; . ., v i ^ . > r. , , . .^j^^^j 
f This, and the other Similitudes^ it mtm be coii*' 
feiTed, are too mean for the nbfele Occ^iiAn; " Nelfiier*do 
they, in ^w;^ Circumftance, ^uad^titfc vt^hth^I^riiiiEl^s 
defcribod. There is rery Yix^^ASoiiVfi'.Yiittffrfgf^^^ 
Motion of the Mafcles, whicl^ Tnj^iftei; to^ t^^. A^ of 
Swallowing, and the perpendicular Protruiion of the 
Rammer. The Cotapirffon is ihtrofiiiced, infy to de* 
monibate thcN^ceffityof^xnr prope1ihkgrP^to;3iff Mitr 
to conrcy. tic Alitnent ism the pnopcr ^i|p^dj|t j , ^ . 
When We defcantupon a Subjecl, of firch extepfiye 
Contrivance, and of fuch finiihed Perfedlion, ''ik thtPiu* 
man Strndnre; it is i^rce poiflxble to find 'SixAlftl^i)^, 
that will correQ)ond in att Particulars, or thaitL^airtnfe 
to the i>/^«i{y of the Orlgiiial. Yetif th^<|eiM^[i^/any 
toierabUDegiee, t^ exptaiu its. Formation, , to diipla^ 
Its Ufes, and render its wonderfirf Occonoihy ibiwwliat 
more intelligible, perhaps they may be alloviped id tsfke 
place. ^ * -: 

I hope, it will be remembered, that Thcron f^k9^ 
not as an Adept in the Science, but as one who(^ higheH 
Preteniions arc, to admire the Work, and adore the AR- 
TIFICER. Which AektioWIedgmedijt may eriiltlelli^i 
to fome candid fndnlgence, .!h cafeHc ftiouWcWihi 
againft tlie precife anatomicdtt fixaaAdi/ e^hiJ^ «t SfetSf- 
ment, orExprcffion. - * " - * • * *^ ''*''^^ • 



DIAL 6<J tj fe 3tlt 191 

c^xU'd the Fdbd, Which We ilJfefeive at the Mouth, 
d^tceiid, by tht Fotcfe of it^ 6Wn Weight, through 
a hSirtoW aftifif iA^iMij Chantie!, intb tht Stortach. 
Tf^o effe6iuit6 thtitfore, and exf)edite its Pafikge, 
Muftks, bdth y?^^/> atid drtularj afe provided. 
'tlie formed eniif ge the Cavity of the Thioat, 
and afford a tftoi^e eafy Admittatlce ; the latter, 
clofing behind the Aefcefldiftg Alithcnt, prfefs it 
ctewnwardB, and finiih the Dfeglatitiion.— Bcfote 
»the Food ^ters the Guitet, h rtitift <tf heceffity pafe 
over the Orifice of the t^thd'pipe\ cotifequently, 
muft b6 in nd ftlall Dahg^r of faHitig upon the 
Luftgs. Which i^Ottld, if hfcrt entirely obftma the 
Breath, y^t ^e^rafioh violeht Coughing *, and great 
Incoftveniencies, To obviate this Evil, the all- 
fOfeife^ing CONTRlVEil has ^l^cfed a mnviabk 
Lidj or hung a tariitaginous Brtrtx^-bfiige f .. When 
ahy the fjftailleft Particle of FOcd advances to the 
StOMach, this Lid is pulled^ down and fhut clofc; 
but, the yttf MoiAeht die Moi^l is fwalfowed, 
th^ Cover, ihftin&ve as it were, Iptings up and 
leaves the P;aflk'ge open. By thiis tWd^fold Artifice, 
the impoftaiit P^age is if^ays barred and madfe 
fure, againtt iny noxious Approaches ; yet, is al- 
ways left free for thfe neceffary ActelflSon of Air, and 
commodio\is for the PurpOfes of Refpimion. 

When thi Maltfter prepares his Grain fot the 

Tranfmuta^ion§ of the Bre^«rhoufe; Hfe fu'fer^ fe to 

lic^ feveral {ioui;s, fteeping In the Ciftefn ; before 

it is fit, to be fpread upon the Floor, or dried oa the 

•; • • Kiln. 



t Called the Eptgwth. 
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Kiln* The Meat and Drink likewife muft remain^ 
aconfiderable Time, in the Stomach ; before they are 
of a proper Gonfiftence and Temperature, either for 
the tender Coats, or the delicate Operation of the 
Bowels. For which Purpofe, that great Receiver is 
made — ftrong to bear-— capacious to hold — and fo 
curioufly contrived, as to lay a temporary Embargo * 
upon its Contents. Here, they are lodged in the 
very Center of Warmth, and conco<Sled by the moil 
kindly Combination of Heat and Humidity. Here^ 
they are faturated with other fermenting or diluting 
Juices ; and are kneaded, as it were, by the Motion 
of the Stomach, a^d Comprei&on of the neighbour- 
ing Parts. So that every the minuteft Fragment i» 
feparated j the Whole is reduced to a Tenuity y abun- 
dantly finer than the exadleft Grinding could eSt& ; 
and all is worked up into the fmootheft, moft nicely 
mixed Pulp imaginable.— From hence it is diflodged, 
by a gently a(Sbing Force ; and paiTes, by a gradual 
Tranfition, into the Cavity of the Inteftines. 

Near the Entrance, punftual as a Porter in his 
Lodge, waits the Gall bladder f ; ready to transfufc 
its acrimonious, but falutary Juices, on the advanc- 
ing Aliment. Which dijfolve its remaining Vifcidi- 
tics ; fcour the PafTage of the Inteftines j and keep 
all its fine Apertures clear. — This Bag, as the Sto- 
mach fills, is elevated by the Diftention ; as the Sto- 
mach empties, is preportionably depreflcd. The for- 
mer Pofture brings on a Difcharge, the latter occa- 

fionst 

^ Which is quite contrary to the Oeconomy of the 
Gullet; though they are not only contiguous to each 
other, but a Continuation of xht/ame Tube. 

t The Gall-bladder is fituate upon the lowe^ Margin 
of the Liver ; and to fecrete the bilious Juice, is fuppofed 
to be the principal Ufe of that larged of Glands. 
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fions a Suppreffion, of the Bile, It is furnifhed alfo 
^th a Valve, of a very peculiar, but moft conve- 
nient Form ♦ 5 through which the deterfive Liquid, 
cannot haftily pour, but muft gently ooze. — Admi- 
rably Conftruftion ! Which, without any Care or 
Confcioufnefs of ours, prohibits an immoderate Ef- 
fufion, yet afcertains the needful Supply, 

Sufficiently charged with this adventitious Fluid, 
the nutritive Mafs purfues its Way through the /«- 
tejiines. Whofe Meanders, are incomparably more 
curious and wonderful, than the Mazes of the Da^ 
dalean Labyrinth. They are aiftuated with a worm- 
like or undulatory Motion f : which protrudes the 
received Aliment, and forces its fine milky Particles 
into the LaSfeal Vejfels, Thefe are a Series of the 
moft delicate Strainers ; ranged, in countlefs Mul<- 
titudes, all along the Sides of the winding Paffage. 
Each fo nicely ffamed, as to admit the nutrimen- 
tal balmy Juices, and rejeft the grofs excrementi- 
tious Dregs.-r— Had the Inteftines been Jlrait^ they 
muft have been Jhort. Then the Food might have 
gone through and efcaped, without refigning a fuf- 
ficient Quantity of its nourifliing Particles. There- 
fore, this grandeft of all the vital Dudls, is artfully 
convolved, that it may be greatly extended : that 
it may afford Nature an Opportunity, oi Jifting 
more thoroughly whatever pafles, and of detaining 
whatever may ferve her Purpofes. •— Left fuch 
Lengths of Entrails, fliould be entangled among 
themfclves, or be cumbrous to the Wearer, they 
are packed into the neateft Folds, and lie within 
a narrow Compafs. They arc at leaft fix Times 

Vol. IL N longer^ 

• A fpirid Form. 

t Styled verTnicular or ferifiahiCf ] 
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longer ♦, than the Body which contains them. 
Yet are they lodged^ not crouded\ \i\ a ParU not in 
the whole Region, of the lower Belly. And amidfl 
this fmall Space, have fufficient Room to execute the 
niceft and moft important Funft ions;— Though the 
alimentary Subftance can never miftalce its Way ; 
yet it may, through fome accidental Impediment, 
attempt to return backward. In this Cafe, a Valve 
intervenes ; and renders, whit would be extremely 
pernicious, almoft always imprafticable.-^As the 
Whole proceeds in this ferpentine Courfe, it is 
perpetually fending ofF Detachtacnts of nutritious 
Juices. In Confequence of which, it would lofe 
its foft Temperature ; might become rugged, and 
pain the tender Parts ; perhapis, be hindered from, 
Aiding on to its final Exit* To prevent fuch an 
Obftruftion, Glands are potted in proper Places f , 
and difcharge a lubricating Fltiid ; which aids the 
Progrefs of the Mafs, and renews the Secretion of 
the Chyle. Till all that remains of the One, is 
clean drawn ofF^ and the Other — But here You 
muft excufe mej and for my Negleft of farther 

Par- 

• According to this Calculation, they muft meafure^ 
in a pretty tall Man, more than thirty-fix Feet, — The Sub- 
ftance of the Bowels, though thin to a Delicacy, isfirong 
to a Wonder. The Skin of an Ox-gut, I am told, will 
endure the Blows of the Gold-beater's Hammer, for many 
Months, nay for fevcral Years. 

t In the Bowels, which lie nearefi: the Stomach, thefe 
Glands ztefinaller or fewer : becaufe, in thofe Parts, tKft 
Aliment is copioufly furniftied with Moiflure. Whereas,, 
in the Bowels, which are more remote from the Stomach, 
and receive the Food drained of a confiderable Quantity 
oT its Chyle, the lubricating. Glands are either multiplied 
or enlarged. A moft admirable Provifion I Apparently di- 
verfified, according to the feveral Changes of the Aliinenti 
yet exaftly adapted to the Exigencies of the Animal.. 



DIALOGUE Xn. 1^5 

Partrcalarity, your Author fliall make an Apology ; 
^uemadmodum autem Reliquia Cibi depellantur^ turn 
iifiringen^ibus fi Intfjiinis^ turn relaxant thus y baud fane 
diffkile di^u eji : fed tamen pnetereundum ejiy ne quid 
babedt Injucunditatis Oratio *. 

The Chyle^i drawn oifF by all the fecretory Orifices, 
is carried along Millions of the fineft Du6b f , and 
lodged in feveral commodious Cells J. As a Traveler, 
by baiting upon the Road, and taking proper Re- 
frcfhment, is better qualified to purfue his Journey ; 
•fo the Chyle, diverting to thofe little Inns, is mixed 
with a thin, diluting, watery Subftance ; which ren^ 
ders it more apt to flow, and more fit for Ufe.-— 
From hence it is conveyed to one commo^n Rectp^ 
fade II, and mounts through a perpendicular Tjiibe. 
When Provifion or Ammunition is tranfmitted to 
an Army, it generally pafles under an Efcort of 
able Troops. As this milky Fluid is the immediate. 
N 2 Support,. 

• Cicero De Nat, Dear. — As Theron avoids middling 
with a Sabje£l, which is become ufelefs and putrefcent» 
I think royfelf obliged to imitate his Delicacy, Only I 
would add one Remark in the Notes, and fliall beg leave 
to cxprefs it in Greek, That if it fhould prove, in any 
Degree, difguftful ; it may have, at leaft, the negative 
Merit, not to offend many Readers. En-a ^i ta aisay^u^^ 

mffofftSiot\tti awu tuv ui^crtcM, SocRAT. Memorab. 

t Fine indeed! Since their Orificesy through which 
they admit the .Chyle, are not difcoverable even by the 
very heft Microf copes. To this prodigioufly nice Conftruc- 
tion it is owing, that nothing enters the Subftance of the 
Blood, but what is fmaller than the fmallcft Arteries in 
the Syftem, and thereby fitted to pafs through the fiiieft 
^pillary Veflels, without caufing any Obflruftion. 

X The Glands of the Mefentery. 

H The Recepuiculum Ch)!: I a Rcfervatory, placed near 
the left Kidaey. 
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Support, and principal Nourifliment of the whole- 
Syftetn, its Conveyance is guarded with fingular 
Caution. The perpendicular Tube^ not having fu£- 
ficient Force of its own, is laid contiguous to the 
great Artery ; whofe ftrong Pulfation drives on th|C 
creeping Fluid; enables it to overcome the.fteep^ 
Afcent, and unload its precious Treafure at the 
very Door of the Heart. — Here, it enters the Trunk 
of a large Vein, moft conveniently opened for its 
Reception. It enters in zjhnting or oblique Direc- 
tion. By this Method of Approach, it avoids thwart- 
ing, and coincides with the purple Stream ; which*, 
inftead of obftrufting it^ Admiffion, expedites its 
Paffage ', and, inftead of beiijg a Bar to exclude it, 
becomes a Vehicle to waft it. — ^Its Entrance is far- 
ther fecured by a Valve, whofe Miniftration iS doubly 
ferviceable : jhutting the Aperture againft the refluent 
Blood, in cafe itflbould offer to obtrude itf(^lf; but 
opening a free, fafe, and eafy Avenue, to introduce 
this Manna of Nature. 

The Bloody through every Stage of its ample Cir- 
cuit, having fuftained great Expences ; being laid 
under Contribution, by every Gland in the whole 
Syftem ; and having fupplied Myriads of the capil- 
lary Veffels, v/ith Matter for infenfible Perfpiration ; 
muft be very much impoveriflied. But is moft op- 
portunely recruited, by this Acceflion of Chyle.— 
Yet t\iOu^ recruited^ it is not refined. In its pre- 
fent crude State, it is abfolutely unquaUfied to per- 
form the vital Tour, or carry on the animal Func- 
tions. Therefore, by a grand Apparatus of muf- 
cular Fibres, it is wafted into the Lungs -y and pours 
a thoufand, thoufand Rills into either Lobe. — la 
the Cells, the fpongy Cells of this amazing Labra- 
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tory^ it imbibes the Influences of the external Air ; 
1(3 heterogeneous Parts are thoroughly incorporated ; 
and its whole Subftance is made cool, fmooth, and 
florid. — Thus improved, thus exalted, it is tranf- 
mitted to the left Ventricle of the Heart ; ^Jirong.^ 
affive^ indefatigable * Mufcle ; placed in the very 
Center of the Syftem. Impelled by this beating 
Engine, Part flioots upward ; and fweeps, with a 
bounding Impetus, into the Head. There, itim-^ 
pregnates the prolific Fields of the Brain ; and 
forms thofe fubtle fpirituous Dews f^ which impart 
N 3 Senfe 

• IndefatigahU — This is a very dijiinguijhingy and no 
*lefs amazing Property of the Heart. The large Mufcles 
of the Arm, or the much larger of the Thigh, are foon 
wearied. A Day's Labour, or a Day's Journey, will ex- 
haoft their Strength. But the Mufcle, which conftitutes 
•the Heart, works through whole Weeks, whole Month?, 
-whole Years, and never becomes weary. Is equally a 
Stranger to IntermiJJlon and Fatigue. — St. Chryjojlom has 
made the fame Remark concerning the Eye. Ewuo-or 
<w;1tf TO xaXXo;, x<X( Tt\i ^vvxiMV Tijir o9rl*x>jF, xa» «r«; rotKlov iitiuf 

t Thefe are, what We call. The animal Spirits \ and 
dt is generally fuppofed, that Senfation is caufed, by the 
.undulaiory Motion of this nervous Fluid. — Though fome 
imagine, it is performed by the ^vibratory Motion of the 
Nerves them felves.— -Others think, that neither of thefe 
Opinions will comport, with the Texture of thofe fine 
Tabes, or with the Nature of the Fluid they contain.— 
Jt is, I believe, one of thofe Myfteries in the material 
World, which may reconcile thinking and unprejudiced 
Minds^ to the Myfteries of the Chriftian Revelation* 
Why Ihould any One wonder, to find fome Do<Slrines in 
the Bible, which furpafs the Reach of human Under- 
{landing; when there are fo many Operations in the 
«Body, confefledly and abfolutely inexplicable by the moft 
-acute Anatomill ? 
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Senfe to every Nerve, and communicate Motion to 
every Limb. Part flows downward ; rolls the reek- 
ing Current through all the lower Quarters ; and 
difpenfes the nutrimental Stores, even to the meaneft 
Member, and the minutcft Vcffel. 

Obferve, how the (lately Thames^ and th^ rapid 
Rhine^ refrefli the Forefls and the Groves ; water 
the Towns, which croud their Banks ; and make 
the Meadows they interfedl, laugh and fing. So, 
only with an incomparably richer Fluid, and with 
\nfin\t^\Y more numerous Streams, this human River 
laves the fevcral Regions of the Body. Transfufing 
Vigour, and propagating Health, through the 
Whole. 

But, how fhall a^Stream, divided into Myriads of 
^Channels, and pervading innumerable Tra£ls, how 
fliall this be brought back again to its Source? 
Should any Portion, like your Lake-waters after a 
Land-flood, deviate from their Courfe, or be unable 
to return-— Putrefaction would take place — A Nui- 
fance would arifc — Death might enfue. Therefore, 
the All-wife CREATOR has conneded the Ex- 
tremity of the Arteries, with the Beginning of the 
Veins. So that the fame Force, which darts the 
crimfon Wave through the former, drives it through 
the latter. Thus it is recondutSled, .without the 
leail Extravafation, to the great falient Ciftern *. 

Ther(? 

* Solomon makes ufe of this Similitude — Or ever the 
Pitcher he broken at ihe Ffrnntain ; or the Wheel broken at the 
Ciftern. The two Ventricles of the Heart, replenilhed with 
Blood, are fitly repref?nted by a Ciftern ; and the contrac- 
tile Force of their Fibres, £\^s like the Water-'wheel in 
Hydraulics. — The PitcUr^ which receives tlie Water at 
the Spring-head, and conveys it away for the Owner's 
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There played off ^frefh, it renews and perpetuates 
the vital Funflions. 

Where two opfofite Currents would be in DangtitT 
of clafiiing, a iihrous Excrefcence iiiterpofes • ; 
whicl>, like a projefiing Pier, breaks the Stroke 6^ 
^ach, and throws both into their proper Receptacle. 
— When the Wafture is to be fpeedy^ the Channels 
either forbear to wind in their Courfe f , or to lef- 
fen in their Dimenfions J. When the Progrefs is 
to be retarded^ the Tubes are twined into various 
Convolutions ||, or their Diameter is contracted in- 
to a narrower Size. — Modeled by thefe judicious 
Rules; guarded by thefe wife Precautions 5 the 
Jiving Flood never difcontinues its interchangeable 
Tide : but, Night and Day, whether We fleep or 
wake, ftill perfeveres to hWy* brijkly through the 
Arteries, and return foftly through the Veins. 

Siich aftonifliing Expedients are ufed, to concofl:^ 
digeft, afHmilate the Food ! To convert it into 
Chyle — to blend it with the Blood — and to 4iftri- 
bute both through the Body ! By means of which, 
the animal Conftitution is nourifhed and main- 
tained. In Youth, its Bulk is increafed ; in Age, 
its Decays are repaired ; and it is kept in tenant- 
able Condition for the Soul, during the Space of 
feventy or eighty Years. 

N 4 Thefe 

Service, may probably fignify the Jorta^ and the pulmo^ 
vary Artery ; whofe Fun<5ions correfpond with the Ufe« 
of iuch a VcfTel. Ecclef, xii. 6. 

• In the Point, where the Streams, from the Vena 
ca'vn and Fena afcendens^ meet. 

f Jn the great Artery, which defccnds to the Feet. 

i In every Interval, between all the Ramifications. 

II In the /Veffels, which carry the Blood to the Brain ; 
which form the vifcous Secretipns ; and indeed w&ch 
conllitute all the Giands« 



J 
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Thefe are a few, and but a very few Inftances of 
that Contrivance, Regularity, and Beauty, which, 
af e obfervable in the human Frame. Attentive En- * 
quirers difcover deeper Footfteps of.Defign, and 
more refined Strokes of Skill. Difcover them, not 
only in the grand and moft diftinguiihed Parts, but 
in every Limb, and in every Organ : I may venture 
to add, in every Fibre that is extended, and in 
every Globule * that flows. 

Afp, How various is the Syftem of the Body ! 
Various, in the Subftance, as well as in the Shape, 
of the feveral Parts ! Yet all wrought of one and 
the fame original Mafs ! — Is it not ftrange, that the 
very fame Speck of Matter, fhould fpread itfelf into 
a Lining of Skin, and fwell into Beds of Flelh ; 
fliould be extended into tough Sinews, and har-. 
deried into ftrong Bones ; fliould here be impene- 
trable as the folid Rock, there be tranfparent as 
the fineft-Gaufe f ? — Is it not exceedingly ftrange, 
that one and the fame Scrap of fimple uncompounded 
Materials, fliould form the Columns and the Raf- 
ters ; fliould compofe the Aqueducts and Refervoirs ; 
fliould be fuflicient to execute both the Mafonry 
and the Joinery : in fliort, to conftitute the- Shell, 
the Furniture, and all the Ornaments, of the 
completeft Edifice in the World ! 

The 

* The extreme Minutene/s of the Globules, which form 
the red Part of our Blood, is one Exemplification pf this 
Remark. If, as Mr. Lenvenhoeck computes, every Glo- 
bule be 25,000 times fmaller, than the fmalleft Grain of 
Sand. 

t Rocky G^»/^— This is particularly obfervable, in 
the Conftruftion of the Teeth, and the Compofiuon of 
the Gums* 
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• The Syftem, I obferve, though various, is uni-' 
form. Amidft the greatcft Multiplicity of Parts, 
the moft perfeft Harmony fubfifts. No one hin- 
ders, but each aififts, the Operation of another; 
and all confpire to the Benefit and Prefervation of 
the Whole. — Moft judicioufly has the great Apoftle 
touched this Subjedl ! Moft happily has He applied 
it,, to illuftrate the Reafonablenefs, and enforce the 
Praftice, both of perfonal znA foetal J^uticsy of pri- 
vate Content and public Concord. 

Tie BoJyj He obferves, is not one Member^ but 
many. To each of which fome peculiar and needful 
Office is afTigned. So that the Footy though placed 
in the loweft Order, and deftined to ferve on the\ery 
Ground, has no Reafon to reckon itCelf a worthless 
Outcaft ; or to fay, Becaufe I am not the Heady I am 
not of the Body *. Neither has the Heady in its ex- 
alted Station, and amidft its honourable B'undions, 
any Caufe to defpife the inferior Limbs ; or to fay, ^ 
with Contempt and Self-fufficiency, / have no Need 

of 

• I Cor, xii. 12, &c. There feems to be a curious tx- 
aBnefs in this ProfopopoDia, not obferved by AJpafio^ but. 
very juftly remarked by St. Cbryjhjhm. Ov «7o»ii tov wo^'x 

79K o^(/ov a>«Cf^)7Ko<7i (pdcyeiv nm^ot^v, mot tJIo koh ajluc via) 'oroufix^ 
T>3v Qvfii^u. The Apoftle does not fuppofe the Foot re- 
monftrating againft the Head. But the Foot is intro- 
duced, as lodging the Complaint againft the Hand. 
While the Ear, a more noble Organ, exercifes Emula- 
tion againft the Eye. Each refpefting a Part, v/hich 
bears fome Affinity or Refemblance to itfelf For We 
are not accuftomed to envy Thofe, who move in the moft 
exalted Spheres, and far furpafs Us ; bat Thofe only, 
who are on a Level with Ourfelvcs, or biit a fmall Re- 
move above Us. Therefore the facrcd Writer makes thi« 
judicious Aftbciation. 
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^ Yqu^ — If there were no Feet, wl^at would be- 
come- of the locomotive Faculty ? Or how could 
the Body convey itfelf from one Place to another ? 
If there were no Hands, what (hould we do for the 
Ihftruments of A(9:ion ? Or how could the animal 
' Frame be defended and accommodated ? — Nay, the 
Parts, which feem to be lefs honourable J are neceffary. 
Even thofe, which form the Sediments, or throw 
off the Dregs, are of the laft Importance to Life 
and its Comforts. Should thofe be oiftru6led in 
tbeif AcSion, the moft raging Torment enfues; 
flsould the Obftru<aion continue. Death is the in- 
evitable Confequcnce. By this wife Adjuftment, 
there is no Schifm in the Body ; no feparate or intepc 
ferlno- Ends are purfued by the Members ; but the 
Safety and Support of each are the one undivided 
Care of all. 

Thus {hould it be among Men, and among Chrif^ 
tians ; in the Civil Community, and in the Catho- 
lic Church. There is in both a Subordination of Per- 
fons, but a Concatenation of Interefts. For which 
Rcafoa, a general Agreement fhould take place, 
zad a mutual Subferviency to each other'? Welfare. 

The Mcaneji have no Caufe to be difTatisfied with 

their Condition ; but to acquiefce in the unerring 
Difpofal of Providence, and chearfully contribute 
their Share to the common Good. — The Higheft 
Ihculd condefcend to Men of low Eftate ; and main- 
tain a Regftrd for the Well-being of the Pooreft, as 
that which is intimately conne(£l'.-d with their own. 
— In a Word ; each Ciould feel a tender Concern 
for all ; rejoicing in their Happinefs, and ftudying 
to eftablifh it; fympathizing with their Miferies, 
and endeavouring to relieve thenfi» 

I 
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. i am (lire, my Theron will te plcafed with this 
fin^ Conipaxifon, ufed by the Apoftle ; and adapted 
tX) Purpofes, at once fo noble and fo benevolent. 
Efpecially, as it receives additional Propriety an4 
Force from his own Obfervations.— But I have one 
more Enquiry to make. 

Your Syfterii, though organized^ though endue4 
with a Principle of Motion^ and furnifhed with thp 
Powers of Nutrition^ is ftill deftitute pf Senfe. — The 
Creation abounds with Objeds, fitted to yield the 
moft refined Entertainment. The Sun impurples 
the Robe of Morping, and Stars befpangle the Cur- 
tains of Night. Flowers of filverWhitenefs, aa4 
of golden Luftre, enamel the Ground, Fruits of 
^11 radiant Hues, and of every delicious Taftc, 
hang amiably dangling on the JBoughs. 



Jirs^ alfo^ vernal Airs^ 



Breathing the Smell t>f Field and Grave ^ attune 
Tloe trembling Leaves. 

But We hear of no Capacities, formed for the En* 
joyment of thefe various Delights. Without which> 
the Breath of Fields muft lofe its reviving Fragrance; 
the whifpering Grove muft degenerate into fuHen 
Silence ; and Nature's^Book of Knowledge, all fair 
and inftruSive, be no better than a vaft unmeaning 
Blank. 

Tloer. Therefore, the great CREATOR, pro- 
fufely gracious to Mankind, has made Us a Prefent, 
an ineftimable Prefent, of the Senfes. To be the 
Inlets of innumerable Pleafures, and the Means of 
adminiftering innumerable Advantages. 

HigK 
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High in the Head, bright and confpicuous as a 
Star in the Brow of Evening, is placed the Sye. 
In this elevated Situation, like a Centinel polled in 
his Watch- tovirer, it commands the moft enlarged 
Pjfofpeft. — Confifting ojily of fimple Fluids, in- 
clofed in thin Tunicles, it conveys to our Appre- 
henfion all the Graces of blooming Nature, and 
all the Glories of the vifible Heavens.- — How prodi- 
gioufly wonderful ? That an Image of the hugeji 
Mountains, and a Tranfcript of the moft diverfified 
Landfcapes, fliall enter the fmall Circlet of the 
Pupil! — How furprifingly artful! That the Rays 
of Light, like an inimitable Pencil, fhouM paint 
on the optic Nerves ; paint in an Inftant of Tiine ; 
paint in their trueji Colours, and exaSfeJi Linea- 
ments, every Species of external Obje£l:s ! 

The Eye is fo tender, that a flight Accident, fcarcc 
perceivable by fome other Parts of the Body, would 
be very injurious to its delicate Frame. It is guajded 
therefore with remarkable Circumfpeftion, and the 
moft folicitous Care: with a Care, evidently • pro- 
portioned to its nice Texture, and extenfive Ufefjul- 
ncfs. It is intrenched deep in the Flead 5 and iarri^ 
£adoedy on every Side, with a ftrong Fortification of 
Bonesi — As the Incurfion of the fmalleft Fly would 
incommode the polifhed Surface, it is farther de- 
fended by two fubftantial Curtains^ hung on a moft 
flender cartilaginous Rod. Which fecure it, not 
iarely from Blows, and fi-om any hurtful Attrition, 
but alfo from every troublefome Annoyance. In 
Sleep, when there is no Occafion to exercife the 
^enfe, but an abfolute NecefTity to protect the Or- 
gan, thefe Curtains fpontaneouf.y clofe. At any 
Time;, they will fy together v^ith a Motion, quick 

as 
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us the Alarm of Fear, I had almoft faid, quicker 
. than Thought itfclf. At all Times, they are lined 
with an extremely fine Sponge ♦, wet with its own 
native Dews. Which lubricate the Eye-ball ; oil, 
as it were, its Wheels ; and fit it for a Courfe of 
unwearied AAivity. — At the End of this flcinny 
Mantelet (if I may ufc the military Style) is planted 
a Range of briftly Pallifadoes f. Which keep out 
the leaft Mote 5 ward off even the ftraggling Atom ; 
and moderate the otherwife too potent ImpreiHon^ 
of the Sun- beams %• 

The 

• The Glandula Lachtymalis and its Dudls ; opening on 
the inner Part of the Eye-lid, and fecreting the Fluid, 
which Theron calls his Oil ; becaufe, it irrigates the £ye« 
ball, and facilitates its Motion. 

t The Hairs, which arife upon the Extremities of the 
Eye-lafh, grow only to a certain convenient Length, and 
never Hand in need of cutting. — They are not flaccid and 
pendulous, like thofe of the Head ; hMtftiffznAprominiia 
like Briftles. The firft Sort would be troublefome, the laft 
is beneficial. — Add to this, that their Points ftand out of 
the Way ; that thofe of the upper Eye-lid being bent 
upwards, and thofe of the lower downwards. — So nicely 
attentive is PROVIDENCE, even to fuch very fmall 
Matters ! Or rather, fo gracious is our Almighty CREA- 
TOR, that He counts nothing fmall, which ftands con- 
ne^ed with our Comfort and Advantage. 

I The inceflant, the more than fatherly Care, which 
the LORD GOD ALMIGHTY takes of his Peo- 
pie, is reprefented in Scripture by this extraordinary 
Provifion, made for the Security of the Eye. Which.is 
one of the Jiftefi Images, that Fancy can form ; and one 
of the moft confoldtory Truths, that Faith can believe. 
He kept Him as the Apple tf his Eye, Deut. xxxii. 10.— 
He that toucheth Youy toucheth the Apple of his Eye, Zech. 
ii. 8. — The Reader will ealily fee, that the Comparifon, 
every Way beautiful, is carried to the higheft Pitch of 
Energy and Beauty, by the facred Writers. Not barely 
the Eye, but the Apple- or Pupil of the Eye j the tendereft 
Part even of the moil tender Member. 
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The Brows are a kind of natural Pent^b&ttfi^ 
thatched and arched with curious Wreaths of Hair. 
The Thatch lies as fmooth, as the Linen that h 
neatly plaited, and newly ironed. It ferves-to di- 
vert the Sweat, from trickling into the Eyes, and 
offending them with its Brine. The Jnbes are fo 
finely coloured, and fo elegantly turned, ' that they 
fct oS the Whitenefe of the Forehead, and beftow 
additional Grace on the whole Countenance. — Be- 
caufe, in our waking Hours, there is almoft an in- 
cefTant Call for thofe little Orbs, they ruii upon 
the fineft Cafters \ rolling upwards or downwards, 
to the Right-hand or to the Left ; with the utmoft 
Speed, and with equal Eafe. Which Circumftancc, 
added to the Flexibility of the Neck, renders our 
twa Eyes as ufeful, as if the whole Body^ like the 
living Creature in St. John's Villon, wsls full of Eyes 
before and behind *, 

The Ear confifts of an outward Porch and inner 
Rooms, with Tools of the moft admirable Contriv- 
ance and finifhed Workmanfhip. The Contrivance 
and the Workmanfhip incomparably nrcer, than the 
Defigns of Palladlo^ or the ArchitevSure of Solomon*s 
Temple ; though the former were drawn from the 
magnificent Monuments of Rome^ though the latter 
was built in the Taftc of Heaven. Yea ; fo con^ 
fummately nice is the Structure of this Organ, that 
G O D, the only wife GOD, Is not afhamed to 
be called its Artificer. He that planted the Ear f, 

i» 

• Rev. iv. 6. 

+ The Pfalmift ufes the Word planted^ to defcribe the 

Situation of the Ear ; and the Word formed^ to denote 

the Strudure of the Eye. In both which EwXpreffions, 

there ftcms to be the utmoft Propriety and the greateft 

1 Delicac]^* 
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is to be found among die Titles of the exalted JE- 
HOVAH.— In one very remarkable Peculiarity, 
this minute Fabric refembles that facred Edifice, 
the Porch being loftier * than any other Part of- 
the Bifilding. 

The Porch^ I call that femicircular Lodgc^ whkh 
ftands fomewhat prominent from the Head ; and i» 
-^notfift 2ind Jinking aa Flefli, left it Ihould abforb 
the Sound, rather than promote the Repercujlfion i 
not bard and Jluhhorn as Bone, left it fhould occa- 
fion painful Inconveniencies, when We repofe Our- 
felves on either Side — but of a r/zrt//<7^/wKj Subftance, 
covered with a tight Expanfion of Skin, and wrought 
into irregular Bends and Hollows. Which, iikft 
circling Hills, or furrounding rocky Shores f, col- 
le<a the wandering Undulations of the Air; apd 
tranfmit them, with a vigorous Impulfe, to tlie 
finely ftretched Membrane of the Tympanum t. — 

The- 

Delicacy.— The Mechanifm of the Ear, like ^ Root 
planted (yi03) in the Earth, is funk deep into the Head^ 
and concealed from public View. Whereas, the Ball of 
the Eye, like fome finely-brought (n2^0 Pilafter on 3- 
Building, is prominent on the Face, and prcfentcd ta 
general Obfervation. FfuU xciv. 9. 

• Compare 1 Kings vi. 2. with 2 Chron, iii. 4. ' 
t Alluding to thofe expreflive Linesy where Echa feenis 
to live in'the Sound, as well as in the Senfe ;. 



Vocemque inch fa 'volutant 



Littorat pulfati Colles Clamore refultant. V i R c. 

t So called, becaufe it refembles a Drum^ both in Fi- 
gure and Ufe. Being a fine Skin, expanded upon a Circle* 
of Bones, and over apoliflied reverberating Cavity, — It 
is aiie<5led by the Vibrations of the external Air, as the 
Covering of the War-drum is by the Impreffions of the 
Stick. — It is alfo furnifhed with Braces^ which ftrain or 
relax it at pleafurie ; and accommodate its Teiifion either- 
ta loud or languid Sounds* 
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The Avinu«^ or narrow Eutrjr, is iecui»d from die 
infmuatiAg Attempts of Infedts, by a M^rafs (fluJl 
I fay ?) of bitter and viiqoua Matter: difguftful to 
their Tafte, and embarraffing to their Feet.— Tlie 
Hammer and the Anvil -y the Stirrup and the i)rii«f ;> 
the winding Labyriitha *, and the foundi»g Gal- 
leries; thefe, and other Pieces of Mechanifn^ alL 
inftrumental to the Power of Hearing, arc beyond* 
Defcription curious. . ^ 

Amazingly nice muft be the Formation, and 
inconceivably exaft the Tenfion of the auditory*. 
Nerves ! Since they correfpond with the fmalleft. 
Tremors of the Atmofphere, and eafily diftinguiih- 
their moft fubtile Variations. With the gentle 
Gales that fan Us, or even with the ruder Blafts 
that affault Us, thefc delicate Strings are but little, 
afrefted. Whereas, they are perfeil Unifom with 
thofe fine, thok fignlficant Agitations of the Air,, 
which the acuteft Touch is unable to difc^rn* 
Thefe living Chords, tuned by an Almighty Hand^ 
and diftufed through the echoing Ifles, and forjo*. 
rous Cells — thefe receive the Impreflions of Sound,-, 
and propagate them to the Brain, Thefe t.,give 

Exiflence , 

• Of this Kind is the auditory Tube ; intended to 
/often and qualify the rufhing Sound. Left, if the Incur- , 
fion were direi^l, it might be too impetuous, and injure 
the delicate Expanfe of the Tympanum.-^ While this is 
defigned to moderate, the Concavities of the inner Struc- 
ture are prepared to heighten and in'vigerate the Sound, 
by calling in the auxiliary Force of an Echo. — Such In- < 
tentions, fo varying, nay fo oppofttCy concur to form this 
admirable Organ I 

t Elegantly ftyled. The Daughters of Mufic. For this 
Phrafe may refer, as well to the Organs which MfiiHgtiipi 
a« to thofe which /orwr, the harmonious Accents. Ecclef 

xii. 
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Exiftence to the Charms of Mufic, zhd l^eciprocat^ 
the rational Entertainments of Difcouffe. Thefe 
treat fiiy Jfpajio with the Melody of the Woodland 
Choirs, and afford me the fuperior Plcafure of my 
Friend's Converfation. 

The Eye perceives only the Objefts that are ie-^ 
fire it ; whereas, the Ear warns Us of TranfaSions, 
diat pafs above Us, behind Us, all around Us.— The 
Eye is ufelefs, amidft the Gloom of Night ; and can- 
not carry its Obfervation, through the bolted Door^ 
or the clofed Window-lhutter, But the Ear admits 
her Intelligence, through the ddrkefl Medium, and 
the mnutejl Cranny.— The Eye is uponDuty,. only 
in oar waking Hours ; but t!ie Ear is always ex- 
panded, and always acceffible * : a Courier, whiph 
never tires : a Gentry, ever in his Box. — To fecurc^ 
a Refource^ in cafe any Misfortune Iholild difable, 
one of the hearing or feeing Organs, our all-graci- 
Ous MAKER has given Us Duplicates of each. 

.As there are tremulous Concuffions impreffed upon 
the Air, difcernable only by the Inftruments of Hear- 
ing; there are alio odoriferous Particles, wafted by 
the fame aerial Vehicle, which are perceivable only 
by the SmelU — The Noftrils are wide at the Bottom^ 

Vol. IL G that 

3di. 4. — Methinks, I am always defirous to add any ap-. 
poilte Expreflion, or parallel PafTage from the B i b l b. 
As I find. Writers of Talte and Politencfe are ftudious^ 
to embcllifh their Works, with Quotations from the Clafr 
fia. And I perfuade myfelf, the Reader will allow me to 
graitify this favourite Inclination. Becaufe, evefy Portion 
of that ineftimable Book, hcwerer miiiate, is like the^ 
Pilings of Gold, Or the Sparks of a Diamond. Is fure^ 
when properly applied, to add Worthy and voi^^xt Beauty^ 

• Auditus autem femper patet. Ejus enim Senjus etiamdbr**^ 
mientes egeinus, A quo, cum Sorids cjt Ofceftuf^ ftfOffie So^M^ 
efccutimur, De Nat. Deor. 
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i-ow at tine 'j;9R, ^liat, when CRt«^ithex^agri§lpfc 
,t)i?ir Ra«k«^ .w| aa^with gffialffi!bYTO^ffi7f^»P> 

McfroxB.ft^d,pr,frag^^fltrBodffi?a lEfefi^Siy !^^ 

cannot bring one Indivi^^i^^^njoi^;5i^j^(^.^Y^. 
c(ccm Ijcgipn;*^ tQ,wr,^Sigh|.^ JJ^^J[%iAfti»ijpun. 
berlefs Squadrons^ clofe to our Eyes, clofe by our 
jElars; yet^jtf»ifegQmi ngly ftttenuate dy tkat they 
eludc^.Ptar*^j9f *f?th^'^3Ss^e^*ei^»-,*^ judi- 

their 



^:'<.i'i-'« ij? i^ "v 



the evangelical Prophet with a besMi4^';%^t^JH?^P^> ^^ 
difplay the Accurac/ of the MESSIAH'S Jaagment in 

fpiritjial »g?v^, fjm, xi. 3- ^ .^ .. ^^.. i^ii^or .1 
in^l iirtphes ms Faculty or Seiflc ift SmeUt/tfj;^^ vfh 
©*piisffle)tt & accommodated to out Language, aid JJ 
qperfy enough tranflated^ Siudl make'^Him 4f^^dkk^fM^ 
Ji^nding. q. 4. << ^, fhall i«i%i*» B9I ae^^n^flg to ex- 
^f ternal Appearance, butacc/ording to the State of the 
••^ inner Man. Unfeigned Sclf-abafcment, Affiance in a 
<* REDEfiMERVRightepiiihers, and FatCfc purifying 
^* the Heart; tbefeEulowmc^s* thpugh n0t obfervecU 
^* or, if obferved, not valued by the W^iMj ^^lihall 
f* hctheTeftpf hirApptobaiiau, ^u* xbu.Obii^as of 
** hiiEic^. Thefe oonilitstc»^ wkatis/^lnd^ip the 
•^^e;xt WoriU,- r>fi«r i^A^ . - v - /. 

•• In detcrraittuig^the ReaJi^of tjicfc QgaliuefiiHc 
M fliall l^ ««^rr*^^ exaft, aw4/t/%tfi^;W«bi- Lefc>Hjyy 
** pocrify Puro^xv^ry Hdafl?,^^i}4"jpr^}fcaHher,5Kii0i^ 
•« they fhall avail nothing before tfee ROO^T aa^^OFi^r 
*« SPRING <>£Da<OHi (Vcr. it.) . As. :lh<?fe:e.«U«niidy 
** fiibtle EAuvia^ which:^»)Q thola<|ivi^io(i oficl^^ 
*^ other Senfe, are eafily aoC perfeftjy diftinguiihedi W- 
V the ^i^; b, tkqk RecfSes of (belircaA, aud.ihofe 
^ ^gfp^eu of the H^art, Whiich lie too deq^ior ^UJm» 
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tlieir Mefhes fished, that they dteh^eft ymittking 
Fugitives. They catdi the fbattfn^ l*erftunes, 
Vhi^h fly oflF froih the opehiis^Vlbheyfii&X^i iih4 
tAtiA the ftatiohcd Sweets, ^it*h6Vtr'f6lrftd 
the expanded Rofe. They imbibe all the \>zlmj 
Fi^grattce of Spring, all the M^ititWktiiS^^dtm 
of Aututnn, and enable Us to B'sthi^^^t even bnth* 
m^^?/ Dainties of Nature. •- ^- . ^- 
Forniihed as We are with thefe ti'^it^ Qrj^hs^ 



• M/tf.Br6e«e'' 



FHes 9*ir the Meadowy not a Clo\ii'imhUH 
Thi fitting Sun^s Effulgincey mi a Str^n " 
From all the Ttnemts of the warbling Shade 
Jlfkendsy hut wbonci mtr SenfesLi«if,j|$&rM4r * 

^ frejh Pli^furi^. : '' " "'^^ 

Anotheir Capacity for fre<)ue^t1P.l^jl)liT6^bur l^un^ 
tjfYlpR^;^g[:Qft^^ beftawi W »rw»ng Ua 
tbfisBoiiii^'^na^^ Food 

«Ki€' fiif^<»^daf BM^ kcadtif oi]^ Patete ^ firft^ 

?* EJatt- DAb^fhkMt $^ Ctiftti ' thty arc' irakci and <meii, 
*^«e''tbViott«\affd' palbJiblfei to Ar#' divinely fagaciotta 

'^ Sti^ that very elMfaiii! Po«Mil«TtirPiiAstrRBs or 
I'liA«i>Ainoir, Book nr.^-Tis trti^, I am no Profe- 
lyte to the Auth^r^ Principled, eitlidr j^olitkal or mohil; 
«0^hi« RtipKkikak^PiAisi\t£&xfL\ibTi, x^ hti ^bdfhfimf^mt E« 
xUk^: ' MKdi left ean I ahiMre thltf pk^kipo^ir and feleaA 
Whi^, ^of >ak4«t[ )RmatU tht Tefl^^ Trtab. WJuch 
iiieM«' ># as fUibble ti^ the ^itoeft of l^ings^ as to place 
ilMfVi^tfin ft* thefdeat of tdr4 Chirf )u«fice.— But ffVTe 
iMie Or tHtf<r]idW bf IhiiiJ^kMon; iod^theHiahnpny oT 
tfiAibm^ fihergyaiidLiSlredfDdfenption, wifllCcr- 
maaefr and Delicacjr 6f TtiStt\ I know nOt any didaaic 
fbeai, wfiioh prefe<its Us wttk all thcfc Grai;et in fiich 
UgbPerfeaioB. 
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treats Us with a plcafmg Regale ; then, diftributeij 
ks beneficial Recruits. — The Ho;ie bedewed with 
Oil, whets the Razor into the utmoft K^eennefs* 
The Saliva^ flowing upon the Tongue, ai^ moif- 
tening its Nerves, quickens them into the liveljefl 
Ads of Senfation. — This Senfe is circumftanced^ 
in a Manner peculiarly benign and wife; fo as to 
be a (landing, though filent Plea for Temperances 
Withput Incurring to the Vengeance of GOD, or 
the Terrors of eternal Judgment, it is a powerful 
DlfTuafive from irregular and exceflive Indulgen* 
cies. Becaufe, the fixercife of Sobriety, fets the 
fineft Edge on its Faculties ; and adds the mo&poig'* 
nant Reliih to its Enjoym^nt^. Whereas, Riot and 
Voluptuoufnefs ^j// the App|?^ite$ blunt its Senfi*- 
bility ; and render the Gratifications extremely lan- 
guid, if not perfe<9:ly in(ipi(i.-^The Sight, the 
Sm^^il^ the Tafte are, not only fo many feparUte 
Sources of Delight, but a joint Security to owe 
Health. They ar.e the vigilant and accurateJnfyeC'^ 
fprs,. which examine our Eopd, and enquire into^ 
its. Properties; whether it be pleafant or difagree- 
able ; wholefome or noxious. For the Difcharge, 
of this Office, they are excellently qualified, and^ 
moil commodioufly fituate. So that nothing can 
gain Admiffion through the Mouth, till it has un-. 
dergone the Sorutiny, and obtained the Paflporf of 
them all. 

To all thefe, as a moft neceffary and advantageous 
Supplement, is added the Senfe of Feeling. Which 
renders the whole Aflemblage complete. — While 
other Senfes have a particular Place of Refidence j 
thi«^ is diffufed throughout the whole Body. In the 
Palms of the Hands,, oiji the Tips of the Fingers, 
4 . and 
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and indced'thi-ough all the extreme Parts of tfieFlefh, 
it is moft quick arid lively : as the advanced Guards, 
or Scouts upon thp Frontiers, are or ought to be 
pcculrarfy attentive anlwafcefiil. — Scouts did I fay? 
The whole Artny of Xerxes ^^ drawn out in Battle 
array, with his MUlitfns of fupernumerary Atten- 
dints *, were hut like a few Gleaners ftraggling in* 
the Field 5 if compared, cither in Number or Or- 
def , with th6f<^ nervous Detachments, which per- 
vade the TeJicture of the Skin, arid minifter to th6 
Aft'o^Ftelirig;— How happily is this Senfe tempered 
between the two Extremes \ Neither fo acute; as th6 
Meiribrancs of the Eye ; nor fo obtufe^ as theCalluJ 
of thi Hcd; The former would expofei Us to con- 
tlniialPalri; render our Clothes galling, and xht 
very Down oppreffive. The latter would quite be- 
ihnnlKtfce Body, and almoft annihilate the Touch J 
*^i^Nor this alone, but ali the Senfes arc moft ex- 
a<Hy ^apted to their refpeftive Offices, and to the 
fcveral Exigencies of our prefent State. Were 
^t,y ftrmned to a much higher Tone, they would 
be Avenues of Anguifh. Were they relaxed into 
greater Infenfibility, they would be fo many ufelefs 
rnctambr^nces. 

fftfy, what the Ufe^ were finer Senfes ghen, 
T* hifpeSf a Mltey not comprehend the Heav*n f 
The Touch if tremblingly ali^e all 6*ery 
To fmart and agonize at every Pore t 
. O 3 Or 

• The Soldiers and Attendant? o( Xerxes, amounted to 
4ve Millions two hundred and eighty Thoufand. Ano* 
thcr Army, fo large and numerous, occurs not in all the 
Records of Hiftory. 

r//, HiEOP- lib. VII. 
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Jlfp. HMr'ndmiriBble asd gmdous is this Proyi^ 
Hon, iirhkh the'M^ed G^Ol? has made, to ac« 
commodate Us ijiat^ d^Ughxful Sevfatmis, and in-^ 
firnaiveadeiis WXhelPaAcg tfi^ Touchy and^e 
Smell) aiti feme«rtia(/teQ^iM(/ m iteE^ten^of^i^f» 
OpemticNtis* ' Ttie ^C3ixt^<^ alCbirefpoKdefice 
with ft i^^Circle of Objeas*;^* But the Sight oid^ 
amply fupplies^ uriliai^^e^ 7s Wknfitig ktlftl tteMfltef 
Se^fts. Thei Sig^itr^rpt^iidfrltMf to &^iii^fV# Mul- 
titude of Bodies ; and brings within our Notice ftMHe 
cf^ait^fmoteji Parts df Ac Unlvcrfe.— TheTaftc, 
the Tow^, Che &ndl^ perotm nbthtng tai v^nt 
is brciughtto thdir ^ry Doors. AWhereai, ^the£ye 
cxteiids its Qbfdnration^ ,x»\iar ffS'<ihl&0rbi|)(rfi<W* 
twmi vi»f< gIaAt€tt;» ^aM in^uv ihfttftdf^imii^^tQ 
tlie inoottceivsible j^iftahceoC the Stan. t^herG^m- 
pafeof thcf^Eai^V together With tb^^mm^iifilftf 
the Skies, are to»«ftlimit^4laitgiS. *' ' '^n'^--^ 

From this remarkabkt Variety, witli'^fgiftltiSrfh^ 
Spidresihd JOmtyj the Acutett^ cud VltadtvW 
the Senfes^&i* Piml £>rms oiie^the fil^a*^ hcileft^ 
fuid moft importimr Companions in tht^ Wdrld. 
By thi^ He illulbrates t^ iKCereitice b^iwMil th^ 
VfiS&daiy which is derived frito the Word <*f di- 
vine Revdation ; and theWifdom, which in ic- 
qtiil-ed by iKrtt of huhlail-A^plitation.— lA his 
Onitlo*it0 the ".AA»*fWw,* Ideating bf thrir moft 
celebrated JSages, Heftfys^ If fs be;, they might f&A 
af^er^ oHdpd^IMfi ^ Iti his £pHlle t6 the Bt- 
^ ■ imvh 

• Eth. Epift. I. ■ ' ' 
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ihwsj fpeakiag of the MgA 4S&^^» our A^Aor pb- 
ierves j Th^t He endured 47j Jewing fl^jmh^it in-- 
vifibli*. Writing to his Corinthian Cotivirisj He 
adds, ao^ A farther H^^tmn^t^ithff^Coiitlift;;^^^ 
alih^hoWngwi^/fp^f^ifjaiidtk^^ WJ04* 

—TJWJ KeKP^Wlfidgfccrfftbia; iPiilrf4beis^ ' i» lite thai;, 
obfcure aiid»fcahtyfini^94toiBQii,^whi(^:isLl^ difi«. 
ouiilyi^^tmivp4 ij! griping j^b tihe Hand>r in the 
Cyopm.,of sbdarfc Njglbj^ .TKi Kiitfwlcdg^^jof the 
€3f^{/H^f^3 kj:IiJ^Qjth^%:<59mo^s^J|^fi^KW ckv and 
^JkwigfiJ J^^g, ^^ichr. W^'fecciv^ by thfj ^ledia- 
ti^ iftfiidi^ Sy^ji wiidfc the SWaiag :aiF a bright 

l&f/jK^ We figid^ basi Iat the Book hc^pdre us, « hit 
l^iM^ fome of ,th(8 oiaft gencml ^d iobvjbus Vi'ssit 
^ wUeh thfeiisvfifal PartaJof the humait Body are 
adapted* : ¥et how foperfdal.'md decent appears 
hn P^cf mion^ ^Hen We ^e ia the.ipuck deeper 
Bifi^veries, and the itMtohfhigher Imptrovementfr^f 
ompmodera Al^atofnyi Th^s^ and ab^itda^iy more 
defedive, is his Knowledge o£ txiprdi Dati^and dir 
vhie Do£briiie$ i when compared witib what ktai^ht 
ilJa^ in the))j(«iiff SiMrman <m the ISfeiuif, aiid the un^ 
^ied J^iftfea of the Jem/h Teat-mi*^. 

Therefore, though J would Mefs ]dK bendiotnt 
GOD, ,for the Mi&JAr^ioii of gfl the S^iifeSi aiid 
particularly for the noble Organs of »y ifion : » I wouU 
hemoi^ efpecially thankf^ fijf that Lig^fc <)f the 
World, Ciifie/sryjE^t/^and^isglQoottaGo- 
ipel ; as weH as for th&t j(^iiv^««^ i^irby w^kh iJie 
One i^ underftopd» and A^ 0thi5r';iteni»r*^a^'t^ 
^V^, * I would aliot ]^n% ^;^tPia^ of .b^aiffic 
EBJoyment, where our Views of the adorable GOD- 
O 4 HEAD, 

• Heb. aL a;. ^f a Cor, iii» ii# 
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HEAD, and our Acquaintwce with tbe-Atbltinoft 
Truths, will as much taranfc^nd allo^ prtfenb AjNi 
prcfaenfiont, as the moft ctdightenpiSs^m jex^^eedt 
thsbenighted GentUe^ ' . i kv t.. > . j v 

2l&^r. The crowning Gift, tt^at which ^^prp.ves — ^ 
But why am I fo prolix ? Why fhould J refumc A 
Subjefl, already fpun out to a p^grce pf. Tedio.uf-^, 
nefs ? Why weary my Jfpafto^ ^4. put Hi§ Atten-«. 
tion to Penance ? 

Jfp. Dear T^^r/m, why do You talk;4i> thi§ M^f*^ 
iier ? Hpv^ can You.a$Jmit/uch a Sufpigiop ?JHqwv 
can You offer to drop your Narrative, juft at tl;^j5 
i.nterqfting point I Weary ! No i I aip almoft in- 
clined to fpeak, what .perhaps your Modefty will 
diflike to hear fpcakr-* . 

Tlvr. Enough. Forbear, I proceed -77 Th^it 
which improves thp^atisfa<Sion, ^nd augxil|sjnt^ tbo 
beneficial ElFe<£ls, accruijpg froiTi all the Sepfo, i# 
Speech. r^%i^cx^\u makes me a Qainer, /fom tb? ?y^^ 
anf:^i;^^s of;OtJver People i from theJdp^s^tUcy coa- 
ceive, jayid ,the Obfervatiops . th^y make. What aa 
adrnirable, Inftrument, for articulating the Voicc^ 
and modifying it into Speech, is the Tongue ! — The 
Tongue has neither Bone nor Joint j yet fafhions 
itfejf, with the utmoft Volubility, into every Sh*pA ^ 
and every Pofture, which can cxprefs Sentiment* 
or conftitute Hajrrpony.. .This, little. Colle6liog of 
mufcular, Fibres^ .ujid^r the. .cwiducling Skill of tho 
C R E ^T'!^ R,' is the Artificer of our Words *. 
. ' By 

. * \I ^m^£mSAAc^ timt . th&> ^knU^ }«»s) a coiifideffabl^ 
$h«M in .modulating the Goimd^ and forming the Voice,. 
Buf,, at- Uw Nature and Office of this moft curhusJpir^ 
tuft; are very littk known b^ the Generality of People; 

'■' . *' We ' 
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By tfai$ We communicate ihe Secrets <^ die 3reafl:> 
andmake^otu; very ThHigbtk^ndibh^k- -By this We 
inftntd the Ignonntv: juudcooifort^Jtbe DiftreiTed; 
We glorify GOD, and edify each Other * ; the 
Academic explains the abftriifeft Sciences, and the 
Ecclcfiaffic preaicfeefs the everlafiirig GofpeL 

. J9^wouU hkl4defsifir this, fh Gift of Speech f 
- jtni in ih^ tongues Beneficence be rich ? 

. This is' likewife the Efficient of Mufic. It is foft 
as the Lyre, or fhrill as the Trumpet ; it can warbte 
is the Lutej or refound like the Organ. Gonneft- 
ing the Swcetnefs of its Mekdy, with the' Solcm- 
jlities of 'Devotion, We tune the fpiritual Sofiig, 
and raife the facred Anthem. We footh th<* Canes', 
and beguile thtTTioils of Life : We imitate the An- 
gelic Chdirs, and iintioipate, in Tome Degree, their 
geleftial Joys.— A« the Tongue requires full Scope^ 
and an eafy Play, it islodged in an ample Cavity; 
and furrounded' with Reiervoiis of Spittle, always 
cmdy to diftil the lubricating Dews. It moves un- 
der ^ concave Roof, which ferves as a Sounding-' 

hoard 

Wechooie to follow the popular Opiavdn^. So neatly tl8« 
fcribed by the Poet, 



^DiPiUda Lingua, 



Lingme fgarairhc Verborum, Opifexfue toquda;, 

Anti-Lucrct.. 

• The articulating; Tongue is called Our Ghryy Pfal. 
Ivii. 8. And foch indeed it is, when devoted to tbefi 
Purpofes. It is. thett^ a JDsiliii^inn, dot only of Man 
from the brutal Herd/ but of the Righteous from the 
Congregation of the Ungodly. It is then like choice Silr 
titer J or as a Tree of Life. 
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hoard to the Voice; giving itr^iMich the fame aiMi<# 
tional Vigour and Grace,/ as ,^ Shell of a:Violia 
ad^A to the Language of xhe Strifigs^, ... 

\y if^P*-wonderfully.i9rifc^ and eminent^igracious, 
is th^ l^eguJlattoi) both of ^ontanmis.zx^ inv^hmtary 
Motion. Wds this .Regulation /everfed, . whsit de->. 
plor^ble Inconveoi^ncie^ would take place; nay, 
wbait unavoidable Ruiamuft eafue'!<<-^^J97>ii^/i>- 
couvenwuiis ; if the Difehargeft of the Bowejs, or 
£vaCHations/tof ^the Bladder^ were quite indep^n* 
dent on our Leave. Uv^wipUe Ruin ; i£ the . Ac-» 
tioA of th0 H^ift, required^ the Co-optratio? of our 
Tb^caights ; or the Bufinefs of {LetpiratioO) . WJMited 
for the Concunrrnee of our Will* ^ 

The WiUf in fome Caies^: has jiot f<^ {nuch 9^ a 
fingl^ Vote* In otherfi,> Shtjifttrmims and 4mtmndi% 
like an ablblutie Spv^gn; nor is there aMpngrah 
upon Sarth iv punduaUy obeyed^ as this QiteoiK of 
ijie ImiBan Syi^em. If She but intimate her Pleafure^ 
tjie Spirits cun, they fly, to execute her Orc|e|^}. to 
firetch tbe A/mi) or ciofe the Hand ; to futrow the 
Brow with Frowns, or dimple the Cheek with 
Smiles.rr'How^A^, las well as p4in&wdifj are thefe 
Orders carried into Execution ! To. turn the Screw, 
or woric the Lever, is laborious aQdw^arifom^. But 
We piove the Vcrtcbrsp, with all tbeix ^ppeiKlent 
Chambers > We advance the Leg, with the whole 
incumbent Body 1 We rife from our Seat,; Wefpting 
from.tl^e Gro^indj a>dj, jhough 9iucb Force i^ex- 
ertedft. though.a very confiderable Weight is raifed> 
Wemfetijritbnoflli^culty^ We c;pmflain of no 
Fatigye. > ., , . . . 

Tb^t all this ihould be eiFe^ed, without any Toil, 
and by a ban vft? of thfc WilJ^ if vpiy furprifing, B ut 

that. 
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AmtHhfc ♦!atVk)%8 Motions flicrald b« made, renewed^ 
corttiilued, ivetf' wbil^- W"t remain entirely igno- 
rant of the Mdfintr^i irt Vhich they txt performed^ 
tffe WHIffl ftWre iftoftiftiijrt^.^Wbo can play fo 
mttitt^ as a pnglrTiCM ti^^n ih^ Sonnet, without 
fcferrifHgHheDiffbre^cti of'ttib'Kreyd, orftudjrtng the 
Rudiments of Mufic ? Impoffible ! Yet the Mind 
of Mkh to'dches rt>^fy Spring of the human Ma- 
chin^',' With the -moft. toifteirty Skill j fhough She 
knows nothing at all, comrerning the Nature of her 
Im(>ltfihehtsj or the I^noccft of her Operations.—^ 
Wh waft, W^ ruAi We iea^; We throw Our- 
fclV^ intd^a Vfti^iety Of Pofttirts, and go through 
a Multitude of Excrcifes v yH are utterly unable to 
fty^ Wbieb Nerv^ fhouM be aSive ; which Mufclel 
IbdUM fwrih'Of'whieh T^cndon approximate, ia 
^rder t^ {^odtt(ie any one of thefe Efft&s. 

Put t b&fHan Fkte into the Hand even of a (en^ 
Cble* Pterfon t ^^wMiout a Matter to inftruft Him, He 
•lis* at'a'Ldft,t6 make the Inftrument fpeak: much 
left $s fie able to fmk atid ibfteil the Sound, tdeai^ 
ak and eidtend the Notfe jnftas He pIeafes.-*-Yct 
We al-c frffstaught m the Method cX f&rming^, re^ 
p^latingy and varying the Voice. Naturally, ani 
with unpremeditated Fluency, We^giye it the lan- 
gUi'fbiftg Cadence of Sorrow, ot the ffinghiff /dts 
of joy ; the low faultering Accents of Fear, or the 
elevated Totte and rapid SaRies of Anger.^ 

TheEy^ of i RulKc, ^ho has rio Notion of Op- 
tics, or any of its Law's, fliall khgibin afrid Jhorhn his 
Axis ; dilaU and tUntraSi its Pupil, without thele?^ 
Hesitation, and with the utmoft Propriety : adaptKi^ 
itfelf, even with msrthcmaticarfex^a'ftnefs, to the'par- 
ficulaf' DHfirice of Objiiais, "and' the different ^0^^ 
5 grees 
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grees of Light. B}' which Means, it performs T6tn6 
of the moft c^riOus Experiments in the improved 
l<Fnvtonian Philofophy, without the Icaft Krtbwledge 
of the Science, ox fo much as any<Jotilcioufftefs bf 
^f its own Dexterity. :'; . 

I can never fufficiently admire this Multiplicity 
of animated 'Organs; their finifhed Pbrmi' their 
feultlefs Order ; ahd the exquifite Regulation of all 
their Movements. Yet I muff confcfs nlyfelf ftruek 
with greater Admiration at the Power, the truly myp- 
terious Power and"Sway, which the' Soul' exerfcifts 
over the Whole.' Ten thoofand Reins are put ihto 
her Hand. Sheis not acquainted with their'OificJei 
their Ufe, or their Name. She lias not 'learnt fo 
much' as to diftinguifli one from another.' Kevet^- 
thelefs, fhe manages ail, conduds al^, -ivitliolit t^t 
kaft Perplexity or the leaft Irregularity : hay, with 
a T^romptitude, a Confiftency, and a Speed, which 
nothing elfe can equal!* ' ' \ ' ' ' 

" Upon the Whole ■^— Great Reafon hid' XuHfWs' 
to call the human Body, ....... : .» ^ 

I believe, the preceding Obfervations will jufefy hs, . 
if we give a fuller Meaning to the Poet,' arid tranf-' 
late his Words — The inimitably fine Workmjunjhipy ^ 
a greats fuprem^^ unerring AR TIST.^ Or^ as Vir^ 
I'll fpeaks, with a Pertinency and a Spirit, which 
epitc^mizes all I have faid, and exprelTes all I would, 
fay; This bodily Structure is indeed — Non inar-^ 
rahile Textum *. ' ' 

. . • That is, A StriiAure, sot barely correal, or highly 
finifhed, but (a« neron has clfewbere^expreflcd it) ft» 
^tW D /en ft ion curicus* 
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' j^* Wonderfully^ I perceive, ani fearfully are we 
made * ! — Made of fuc)i complicated Parts ; each f<> 
corrcftly fa/hioaed, ^nd all io exaftly arranged f j 
every one executing fuch curious Funftions, and 
many of them operating in fo myfterious a Manner ; 
as may juftly, render Us a Wonder to Our f elves. --^ 
Since Health depends upon fo many minute Requi- 
fites y upon fuch a numerous Affemblage of moving 
Oxgans, fince a.fingle Secretion flopped, may de- 
ftroy the falutary Temperature of the Fluids ; or a 
fingle Wheel clogged, may put an End to the vitat 
Motion of the Solids : with what holy Fear^ Jhouli 
We pafs the Time of our Sojourning Here below X ^ 
Trufting, fox continual Prefervation, not merely' 
on our own Care ; not merely on alimentary Re- 
cruits ; but on that Onnipotent Hand, which* 
formed the admirable Machine. That the fame* 
riand, which prepared the Pullies, and hung on. 
the Weights, may daily wind up the Wheels. 
May ncveF ccafe to fiiperintend their Agency, and 
fupport our Being ||. , 

When 

* Pfal; cxxxix. 14. 

t St. P^«/*8 Language on the Subjea is exceedingly 
beantiful and expreflive, ^t;^apjxo^o/»|l*ll•ol' xaw CyJ^i^K^ofjuffif* 
Eph.iv. 16, The feveral Parts mpft nicely adapted xo 
each othcr^ and moft i^rft&ly harmonizing with the 
Whole; Ail' £?^r/tf/^// with that Propriety, ^nd ccit/te^ed 
with that Firmnefs, which are the very Foundation of 
Symmetry, Vigour, and Agility. — Both the Images ufcd 
by the Apoftle are comprehended in one ffebrenv Word, 
IJ^D' apta^vif, Jfahilin/it^ Job xxxi. 15. 
t 1 Pet. i. 17. 

H Agreeably to that philofophical Maxim, Creatio l^ 
Confev'-vatio eadem eft ASiio : and to thofe fcriptural Ac- 
kno\vledgment6. It is GOD,- nuho holdeth cur Smlim. 
Ufe ; He is the Length of our Days ; his Vifitation prefsrvetlK 
our Spirits * " 
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When We confider the exteniive CoAtrinAc^ 
and delicate Mechanifm — ^What Plans of Getmie- 
try *, have been laid ; what Operations f of CImn- 
miftry, are perfoimed ; in a Word» what Mitaclea 
of Art and Ekgairtce are eacecuted > in otder ci^ ifur- 
niih Us vnA the necefl^ry Reertttc$^ and the &ve* 
ral Ddigfats of Life^$ th^re rtot abundant Jfceafoa 
to cry out, with the fame infj^iwd'^ritSerj ** fii«r 
•' dsar an tfy Cnmfeis umm^O G OJ^J Thy 
^ Gounfeb of creating Wiflonrf Thou haft aot 
«« been fparing, but even iiviih of thy ardficial 
^^ and elaborate Defigns. Thoa haft omitted no 
^< Expedient, which naight eftablifh my £af&$ en- 
•' large my Comfort ; and promote, yea complete 
^^ my bodily Happinefs V* An^ i^^not this a inoft 
ende^ing OU.igatton, U p^sfim'oii^ 'B9di$^'^ikfiifg 

, Should We not, every One, ackhowtedge^3Md& 
David? Thy Hands have made me^ andfajhioned «w— 
pray with David f O give m fymwA XJnderfianding 
and godly Zeal-^rWd refolve with i>a^i<'-^^|^ / 
may learn and keep thy Commandments H ? " Wiat 
V Thou, LORD, haft, wi& fo much Curidfity 
*' contrived, with fo much Accuracy framW^. ani 

. *^with 

. ■ ♦ * - * 

• In the Mufcles alone, fayf Mr. R^y, there feems* to 
be more Geometry, th<in in all the artificifil £ngiiie$'iiv 
the World. ' ^ 

T^f,FJaus^ O/fst^eti^L-^yahf (pOaikln'g of thi hotikan 
fitrufturB, ufcs 4iWo|-d cxpfeifiv^ of.fc^lti|h^,[I({«^, 
vij Hands ha've made w^ iay$ our Tf^nQj^ion,^ ^JBu 
Original OIMV fignifies abundantly more. " It is applied 
to Artificers, who undenafce fome ctifidus and elaborate 
Work ; which cofts them much ^tudy^ and great Pains^ 
Much Study, to plan; and great Pains, to execute. 
Job X. 8. 

X Rom. xii. i« II Pfal. cjdx, 7}* 
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V ,yy»|h fo much. Liberality adorned, I would fain 
5.^i.il^id*e^6osllqrGbny. Nerer^ Ol never Ipt me 
^ddkh%re^ti)r)diirD4(Ciiiigeryvof Satsoi^ > nor proftitute 
fjI:Jx»ildrib ^kir^xj^ of vitiy^ Lu 
%lhfife^«fiulti^s^^fm)39Ehi8h: Xhe^^hiiliheftowed 
^jvfi^ tiiUidiii^i^mfidft valid iiflav^f^ Let 

^iflofia&r^ fen^ii^eianiif n^etfdr tlueirindtt^ent 
fS.iClRiE ASDO Rfa:>Sei^i<^, .STlia^ J afaKf. glorify 

^\, B^ylmdmtfj ^iSpiriu. v^tiA ca^i^^o Work** 
^hm^^iSllS^^ ftodlsmpliiBi^.^oUf 

. JT^^Tii^EPidii^ Sfi^i—Af.^-tf^ is tkl»Man6ott 
^ilUefii^vldukughvfa ex^^ifite)]iccvmm^^ t|»iii|t^nKi 
with that fu^l|iitu?i^A<l inuaovkal^IiilMbttaiit^ li^di 

ibUeft/ylskfimJ>'^ 



av^ii.'. 



(ilBfaisirataAakratioitindisies me to think, that, if 
tii&Q^Jbtfihe foi highly ^ifiied, the JetMj cannoc 
Ito'fc ^ceffively coarfe, as my JJpafio's Doarinc of 
original Corruption fuppofes. 
"'f. ^^^Tj^jkthtb'fodt Aim, Theron. But muft beg 
leave, at preTent, to decline all Overtures for apif-r 
puito. . M niy. Argufljent^ Jiave failed, youn Defqip* 
tloft has anfvrered^ ks End. — I daanot fuffer iigr 
Thoughtslto be' diverted from a Subjeit^ which is/ot 
very engaging, yet/arare|y4ifCuifed... Ihav^iuch 
'- •' ^ 

• a Tim. ii. ai. t i Cor. vi. 20* 
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a ftrong Defire to recoiled and retain what has been ' 
oWervcd, that even your Converfation will, at this 
Jun^ture^ lofe its Relifh. Here therefore I put a 
Period to ourDifcourfe, and muft break away from 
your Company, m order to ruminate and digeft my 
Notions, m feme fequeftred lonely Walk. Unlefs 
You will permit me, before I retire, to make one 
Remark. — And let it not ftartle my Friend, if t 
venture to fay. That, amidft all his curious Ob- 
fervations. He has forgot the principal Circumftancc 
of Honour and Eiccellenccy which dignifies the human 
Body. 

Ther. I have omited many fine and admrraWe 
Properties, I confefs. But fure I have not forgot 
the principal and moft diftinguilhing. 

Jfp. You need not be difpleafed with Yourfelf^ 
ft argues no Defefl: in your Diffcrtation. The Cir- 
cumftance I have in my View, could never be dif- 
covered, by following the Difleding-knife. It is 
learnt, not from Chefelden*s Draughts, or the Tables 
of Jlbihus ; but from the Word of Revelation. 
What I mean, is This — The human Body was ex- 
alted to a moft intimate and per/onal UnioHy with 
the eternal S ON of G O D. He who decorated 
the Heaven with Stars, and crowned the Stars with 
Luftre 5 HE vouchfafed to^ hs made Flejh *, and was 
found in Fajhion as a Man f. — ^Nay, this is, even 
now^ the Apparel of that majeftic and adorable 
PERSON. He is clothed with our Nature; He- 
wears our vety Limbs ; and appears in the* Drcfs of 
Humanity, even at the Right-hand of GOD, and 
at the Head of all the heavenly Hofts. 

,What 

•Johmi. 14. tPUl.ii. »• 



1 
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• Whaf tkiiA Yoinof another Prfvitege, mtntiontd 
by the- Apoftk ? Tour Bodies are the temple ef the 
UQirG^mTK Not your SouJi^ 0AI7, but 
ywi*yf€iiyriQ^m\ lir>e-tfae Shrine, in whieh the High 
amd M9fy'(N^£9^ ibta inhefhkeih Etermtyy cende- 
ft^enete 'to dvy'etf. H^E, ih^ fi^teth -between ^t 
X^^yimh ^^4 walkefh^ the Circuit of tbe Skies, 
is pleafed to faa^lify thcfe .earthly^ Tpnemeats, and 
to choofe thejpi fgr'his oWn HabitSfttlon. Is not this 
^much grander Embellifliment, than all their match- 
lefs Contrivance -and mjiUl^ly Workmanfliip ? Juft 
as the Rod which budded, and the Manna which 
was mijraculoufly preferved ; the facred Oracle of 
Urim Md TlmmTfilmy With the Cloud of Glory co- 
vering the Mercy-feat 5 were a much ihore eminent 
Diflindiofi to, S^io^n's, Temple^ than the moA 
Heightened Beaiitiea of Arahitefturc. 

Nor jrnuli I omit the Dignity — the tranfcendent' 
aiifl %fiazii}g IlHgnit^— which is referved for thefe 
Syfteins'of Flefh,* ati the Refierre^ion of the. Juft. 
They will then be rdjned and improved, into the 
moft perfed Stat^, and the moft beauteous Form. 
SuxpajSing whatever is refplendent and amiable in* 
the naoft ornamental Appearances of material Na- 
ture. : They will be purer than th^ unfpotted Firif 
mament^ brighter than the moft brilliant Stars ; 
and, which. exceeds all PsM'^lelj which <X)mpre- 
hends all Peife<ftion, they will be madt like unu 
CHRIST'S glorious Bidy f. Like that incom- 
parably glorious Body, which the bleflcd JEST/S 
Vol. ih^ ,P wea^ 

• iCor. vi. i^. t Fhil. iii. au 
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wears, in his celeftial Kingdom, and on his triuti- 
phant Throne *. 

When We add all thefe magnlfiant Prerogatives^ 
which are revealed in Scripture, to all thofe inimi^ 
table Nicetiesy which are difplayed by Anatomifts. 
what Thankfulnefs, what Admiration, can equal 
fuch a Profufion of Favours ? 

When all thy MercieSy my G OD^ 

My rifing Soul furveys^ 
Tranfported with the View Fm loft 

In Wonder y Love^ and Praife ! 

^ This is a Circamftancey rather inexpreflibly mar- 
vellous. Let the Chriflian, who, like the Writer of this 
Note, languifhes under a iickly Conftitution, think upoft' 
it with peculiar Atteotion, and with peculiar Pleafure.— 
The Body of C HR /^ f is, if 1 miftake not, the nobleft 
and mod finiihed Part of the material Cxeation.-^To have 
formed it in the Womb of the Virgin, is, perhaps,' the 
ftrongeft Proof of the Omnipotence and Divinity of the- 
blcflcd S P I R I T.— This Body ftands, as the Firft-born in ' 
the Family of GOD, poffeffing the Excellency of Digni^ 
and the Excellency of Power. — In the Mount of Tranf- 
^garation, it ** flionc like the Sun." To Saul^ in his 
Journey towards "Damafcus^ it fiione " abovd the Bright- 
•' nefs of the Sun." And who can tell how illudrioufly , 
icwillfhine; whentheMan CHRIST JESUS comes 
in the Clouds of Heaven, and takes his Scat on the great 
Tribunal ?-^But this We can tell ; of this We are fare ; 
that thefe Bodies of ours ; though now {QffMtU n^ tortintf- 
czuft Phil. iii. 21.) enfeebled by Sicknefs, polluted by 
Sin, and foon to be degraded in the Dufl ; that thefe very 
Bodies will, at our REDEEMER'S Appearing, be 
exalted to the fame State of Purity and Perfedlion, the 
fame Life of Immortality and Glory, with .his own* — 
Bleflcd be G O D for this delightfulliope ! No Reftov 
rative fo eiHcacioui, No Cordial fo fovereign. . 

D I A. 
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JHE Morning had been wet. At Noon 
the Rain ceafed. But the Heavens ftill 
continued gloomy. — ^Towards Even* 
ing, i gentle eaftern Gale fprung up ; 
which diilipated the dead Calm, and 
cleared the Face of the Sky. — The Sun, which had 
bedn mufHed in Clouds, dropped the Veil. Difen- 
gaged from the dufky Shroud, He fhone forth with 
peculiar Splendor, His Beams, endeared by their 
late Sufpenfion, were doubly welcome, and pro- 
duced unufual Gaiety. 

At this Junfture, Theron and Afpafio walked abroad^ 
They walked alternately on the Terraces; one of 
which was oppofite to the Country, the other conti- 
guous to the Parterre. — Where the Gales, impreg- 
nated with theyr^^ Exhalations of Nature, breath- 
ed the Smell of Meads, and Fields, and Groves. — 
Or elfe, fliaking the Clutters of Rofes, and fweep- 
ing the Beds of Fragrance, they flung Balm and 
Odours through the Air. 



P 2 
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At a Diftancc, were heard the Bleating^ of th)j « 
IFlock, mingled with the Lowixigs of the milky Mo* 
thers. While more melodious Mufic, warbled froni 
tile neighbouring Boughs, and fpoke aloud the Jojp 
^ their feathered Inhabitants. — And not only fpokj?. 
their Joy, but fprcad an additional Charm over al| 
the Landfcape. For, amidft fuch Strains of nativg 
Harmony, the breathing Perfumes fmell more fweet j 
the ftrcaming Rills {hine more clear j and the uni- 
-irerial Proipeft, looks mQr4ig2»jr». . « 

Then was experienced) what Mthm^^y delicatdj. 
fkfcribes i 

As whettj from Motrntain-tops t^i dujky Clouds 
Jfcending^ whiU the North WtndJlapSy o^erfpreai 
Heav^fCs chearful FaUy tbi lowring^ EUmtnt 
Scowls oUr the darkened Landfeapo Snow or Sh'ivr : 
Jf chance the radiant Sun with fariwel Sv^it 
Ext/ndhis Evening. Beam^ the Fields revive j^ 
Xhe Birds their Notes renew^^ and blffting Herdi • 
^Att^ their Joy ^ that Hill and Valley rings. 

With Wonder, and Delight our Friends obfervedi^ 
both the exquifite Beauty, and the immenfe Mag- 
nificence of Things.^ — They were ftruck with thQ 
moft profound Veneration of that Almighty MA- 
JESTY j: who hung the Sun in Vaults of Azurc^ 
and clothecJhis Orb with Robes of Luftre. Whofe 
Right-hand fpanneth the Heavens *, and Jiretcheth them 
iut as a Tenty for innumerable Creature?, Worlds, 
Syftems to dwell in f .-^Ch^rmed they were, at the 
Confideration of the CREATOR'S boundlcfs Be-, 
■eficepce. Who- lifts up the Light of his Counte- 
nance^ 
^ liai* xlviii. 13* f ^^^\ ^\ ^^"^ 
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iancfc, tad Joy isr Ihed ; who opens his munlficeni: 
Hand, and Plenty is poured, throughout all th« , 
Regions of the Univerfe. Infomuch, that even 
inanimate Beings 'fcem to ftnile under a Senfe of 
the Bleffing3 : and though they find not a Tongust 
Ito praife, yet fpeak their Acclamations by their 
gladdened Looks., 

Ther. How vciy different, AfpajM^ is this delight- 
ful Appearance of Things, from your ill-favoured 
Dodtrine of original Guilt,.and original Depravity) 
Your Doilrine is a Contradiftion to the Language 
of Nature, Nature fays, through all her Works, 
** That G O i) is goody apd Men are made to Ijf 
** happy/^ Whereas, your Opinion would turo 
the whole World in^o a vaft Hofpital^ arid makp 
every individual Ferfon, a Leper or a Lazarus^ 

Afp, I join with my Thermy and with univerfal 
Nature, in bearing witnefs to the Goodn^fs of our 
GOD* And nothing, I am perfuaded, difplays it 
more, nothing manifefts fo much, as the Doftrin© 
of our Fall in Adanij connefted with our Recovery 
in CHRIST. — Only in one Particular I am obliged 
to diffent. It is not m,y Opinion that would mate^ 
but the Sin of our Forefather which has madey the 
whole World an Infirmary, and every individual 
Pcrfon a Leper. 

Tljer, At this Rate, You would croud into that 
fingle Aft of Difobedience, Evils more numerous, 
and more fatal, than the Plagues which were lodged 
in Pandora*s Box, or the Troops which were flowed 
in the Trojan Horfe. 

Jfp. Far more numerous, and infinitely morf 

pernicious.— The Fable of Pandotu^ Box feems to 

P 3 ^h»Yc 
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have been a Shred of the Do£lrine, picked up by 
the Heathen Wits> and fafhioned according to their, 
fportive Fancy. This would, if there was any Oc- 
irafion for fuch weak Affiftance, bring in the Pagan 
Theology, as a fuhfidiary Evidence to our Caufe. 
*-7-The Trojan Horfe poured Ruin upon a fingle 
City ; but the primitive Tranfgreffion entailed 
Mifery upon all Generations. 

Ther, You have advanced this heavy Charge pretty 
ftrenuoufly, I muft confefs. But without defcend- 
ing to Fafts, or appealing to Experience. All the 
Inveftives are general and declamatory^ none point- 
ing and particular. 

jifp. It is eafy, my dear Friend, too eafy to draw 
up a particular Bill of Indidment ; and not only to 
fpecify the Fails, but to demon/Irate the Charge. 
Experience, fad Experience will furnifli Us with a 
Cloud of Witneffes, and prove my Remonftrances 
to be more than Inveftives. 

Were we to diffeil human Nature, as, in our laft 
Conference, You treated the animal Syftem, we 
fhould find the Leprofy of Corruption, fprcading 
itfelf through our whole Frame. For which Rea- 
fpn. It is ftyled, by an infpired Writer, " The Old 
** Man *.*' — Old\ becaufe, in its Commencement, 
it was early as the Fall j and, in its Communica- 
tion tp Individuals, is coeval with their Being.-^ 
Man J becaufe it has tainted the Body, infe<fted the 
Soul, and difordcred the whole Perfon. 

St. Ptf«/, defcribing a profligate Converfation, 

fpeaks in this remarkable Manner ; fulfilling the De- 

Jires of the Ftejh^ and of the Mind f. By the Defires 

of the Flelh, He means thofe irregular Inclinations, 

which 

- . * Rom. VI. 6. t Eph. ii. 3. 
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which corrcfpond with the animal Part of our Con- 
ftitiition. By the Defires of the Mind, He denotes 
thofc evil Propenfities, which are more immediately 
fcated in the intelU£iual Faculties. And by both, 
He very ftrongly expreffes the total Depravation of 
our Nature. 

Ther. What You call evil Propenfities, I am apt 
to think, are not really fmful, but appointed for 
the rryal of our Virtue,^Nay, fince they are con- 
fcffedly «^/«r«/, they cannot be in themfelves evil. 
Becaufe, upon this Suppofition, GOD, who-is 
the Author of our Nature, would be the Author 

alfo of our Sin. 

• Afp. Then You imagine, that PrGpenfities to Lvil, 
are void of Guilt. This is the Popijh Notion; but 
neither the Mofaic nor the Apojiolic Doarine.— In 
the Law cf Mofes it is written, Thoujhalt not covet *. 
The Divine LEGISLATOR prohibits, not only 
the iniquitous Pradice, but the evil Defire.— The 
Apoftle gives it in charge to the Coloffians^ Mortify 
your Members, which are upon the Earth j Fornication^ 
Uncleannefsy inordinate Jffe^ion, and, which is the 
Source of all, evil Concupifcence f- Now, muft not 
thai be ftnful, which. is contrary to GOD's holy 
Nature, and a Tranfgreffion of his holy Law ? Can 
that be free from Guilt, which We are commanded 
to mortify? Which, if not mortified, denominates 
Us Children of Difobedicnce, and ful^eds Us to 
the Wrath t of GOD? 

Though thefe Propenfities are confefledly natu- 
ral, they may be evil notwitHftanding. The facred 
Writers reprefent what is natural, as contrary to 
what is fpiritual. Inftead of commending it, ^s 
P 4 * in»ocenti 

• Exod. sex. 17. t Col. ui. 5- t^Col- iii. 6. 
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innocent ; they condemn it, as fooUJh *, haft fp 
and criminal J. — ^Neither does this make the AU^ 
THTOR of our Nature, the Author of our Sin. 
But it proves, that our Nature has fuftaincd a dc- 
ftru(Si:iye Blaft : that it is quite diiFerent from its 
original State: that, what is fpoken of the Ifrael^ 
///j* People, is applicable to the human Race; / 
planted Thee a noble Fine, wholly a right Seed: bow^ 
then art Thou turned into the degenerate Plant, of ^ 
Jlrange Vine || ? 

However, let Us obfervc your Propofal : dwell 
no longer on general Hints, but defcend to a parti* 
cular Examination. As our Examination will chiefljr, 
refpeft the Soul, let me enquire, Whajt arc her prin^ 
cipal Faculties ? 

Tber. The Underjianding^ the JVill^ and the Jf* 
fe£fions. Thefe are the moft diftinguifliing Powersj 
which that Queen of the human Oeconomy retain* 
in her Service. — Thefe, like the fcveral Diftribu- 
tions of fome ample River, run through the wholes 
Man ; to quicken, fertilize, and enrich all his Con- 
verfation. — But You reprefent them bitter, as the 
Waters of Marah \ unwholefome, as the Streams, 
of Jericho ; noxious, as the Pottage prepared for 
the Sons of the Prophets. 

Jfp. Nor is this a Mifreprefcntation. For, fuch. 
they really are; till divine Grace, like MofesX 
Wood §, like Elijha's Salt +, or the Meal ♦^ caft 
in by that holy Man of GOD, fweeten them, hea^ 
them, and render their Operations fdlutary. 

The Underftanding claims our firft Regard.— 
This, however qualified to ferve the Purpofes of ci^ 

vil 

• I Cor. ii. 14. t 2 Pet. ii. 12. % Eph. ii. 3. 
II Jer. ii. 21. § Exod. xv. 25. + 2 Kings ii. 

*'* 22, ♦• 2 Kings iv. 41. 
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yil Life, is unable to difcover the Truths, in which 
Wifdom confifts ; or to form the Tempers, from ' 

^^ which Happinefs flows. 

Lfet Us take our Specimen, not from the uncul* 
tivated Savages o{ Africy but from the politeft Na- 
tion in Europe* — The Grecians piqued themfelves on 
their intelledual Accomplifhments. They termed 

' all the reft of Mankind Barbarians. Yet, even thcfe 
JSons of Science, profejjing themfelves wife^ were^ in 
Faft, egregious Fools ♦.—Not to enumerate the 
Shocking Immoralities, which the Poets afcribed to 
their Deities. Not to infift upon the grofs Idola- 
tries, which the common People pracftifed in their 
Worfliip. Even their Philofopbers, the moft im- 
proved and penetrating Geniufes, were unacquainted 
with the very frjl Principle f of true Religion. Even 

• they could not pronounce, with an unfaultering 
Tongue t, " That GOD is one.'' 

Ther. 

• Rom. i. 22. 

•|* The firfl of all the Ccmmandments is, Hear^ O Ifrael^ 
^je LORD' our GOD is one LORD; and Thou 
JhaJt lo^ve the L OR />, &c. Mark xii. 29. ' From which , 
it appears, that the Unity of the GODHEAD, is the 
Foundation of all the divine Commandments, and of 
all human Worfhip. That it is impoffible to give the 
LORD the Honour due unto his Name, unlefs We re-, 
gard Kim as the PoffefTor of all Perfedion ; to whom no 
Being is equal, or fecond, or in any Degree comparable. 

I Unfaultering"-^ or though, in Flatoh Book of Laws, 
We meet with &%% — ra 0ie — roir 0ioi» again and again ; 
yet He foon departs from this found Speech, and relapfes 
into the Language of Idolatry. 

A learned and ingenious Friend, would fain have So- 
crates exempted from this Charge. — I wifh, I could gra- 
tify his benevolent Temper, and fpare that amiable Phi- 
Joiopher. But, however juftly He may exprefs Himfelf 
^H Tome Qccafions, oi, othot Timm He wavers ; He evi- 
dently 
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Ther, With regard to the Philofophcrs, the Pre- 
judices of a wrong Education, might pervert their 
Judgment ; or, in compliance with the prevailing 
Mode> fhey might adopt Cuftoms, and aflent to 
Notions, which they did not thoroughly approve. 

Afpn A poor Compliment this to their Integrity I 
H;id I been their Advocate, methinks, I would have 
given up the Sagacity of my Clients, rather than their 
Fidelity to the Caufe of G OD and of Truth. 

With reference to the fupreme GOODy they 
were equally at a lofs. — There's not one among all 
the inferior Creatures j not even the crawling 

Worm, 

dently revolts; and is mof): pitiably inconfiftent with 
Himfclf. — Even in his excellent Conference with AriJU- 
demuSf where He argues admirably well for the Exiftence^ 
He cannot fteadily adhere to the Uniiy of the GOD- 
HEAD. — Nay r in his laft folemn Apology before his 
Jkidgee, He publicly renounces the Truth ; declares^ that 
He worfhipped thofe Gods, which were acknowledged 
by his Countrymen ; worfhipped them, and no other ; 
on the fame Feflivals, at the fame Altars, and in the 
. fame (idolatrous) Manner.— iVi?^/^^.- thefe are his Words, 

Ot/}f yu^ fi![uU ayl» Aio(, xa« Hpas;, xou rw Qt* tsIoi; 0iA;y, i& 
^vm 7\ff% xxiyoif ^xifA-iffiVi bit of/,w^t ok atofMt^m aXXtf<'9i»$ ava- 
irtPnM. So c RAT. Memor. Lib. I. c. i. Se6t. ii, 24. 

Let none conclude, from this or any other Paffage, 
That We would confign over all the Heathens to Dam- 
nation. This is as far from our Intention, as it is foreign 
to the Argument. We are only like Witnefles, fummon- 
cd to give in our Evidence. From which it appears, 
that the very bcft among the Gentiles, were ignorant of 
the true GOD ; or, if f^ej kneiv Hinty in any Degree, 
they glorified Him not as GOD ; but became iain in their 
Imagination f and vile in their Worihip. — Whether they 
ihall obtain Mercy, or ivhicb of them Ihall be Objedls of 
<Jivine Clemency, is left folely to the Determination of 
their fuprcmc, unerring, righteous JUDGE; 

-■ ■ - hfon noftrum eft iantas amfonere Lite:, ' ^Vi R Q . 
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Worm, or the buzzing Fly 5 but perceives what if 
benefidaj^ and purfues it ; difccrns wjiatis pernicious^ 
and avoids it. Yonder Caterpillar, whofe Nowrifli* 
mcnt is from one particular Species of VegetableB^ 
never makes a wrong Application to another : never 
is allured by the Fragrance of the Auricula, or 
dazzled by the Splendor of tjie Tulip j but con- 
ftantly diftinguiflies, and as conftantly adhere3 to 
the Leaf, which affords her the proper Food. So 
fagaciaus are the meaneft Animals, with relation to 
their refpeftive Happinefs ! While the moft cele- 
brated of the Heathen Sages were, on a Subjedl of 
the very fame Import, mere Dotards.^-^Varrot^ck-om 
up no lefs than two hundred and eighty-eight dif- 
ferent Opinions, concerning the true Good 5 an4 
not one of them derives it from the true Source. I 
mean a Conformity to the ever-bleffed GOD, and 
an Enjoyment of his infinite Perfe£lions. 

If, on thefe leading Points, they were fo erroneous ; 
no Wonder, that they were bewildered ia theirother 
Refearches. No Wonder, that, \>^\n% t\\ja% foolijb^ 
they were alfo difohedient 5 that, having lojl * their 
Way to Happinefs, tlvey took every Deceiver for % 
Guide, and fcrved divers Lujh and Pleafuns. 

TJjer. We are not enquiring into the Circum- 
ftanccs of this or that particular Nation 5 but into 
the State of Mankind in general. 

A/p. Caft your Eye, Theron^ upon thofe Swallows, 
They (hoot themfclves, with furprifing Rapidity, 

through 

I * Tit. iii. 3. The Origina! is vXawfimt, — The Cafe 

j of the Grecians and Romans was touched upon, J^ag. |«o. 

But the true Deciiion of this Enqviiry, , and the true Cha- 

\ radler of thofe People, may be f^^nV ^ow. i, z\% tZt See*. 

to. the End of the Chapter. ; '• • ]'■': 
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through the Air. I ftiould take them for fo mftny 
living Arrows, v/ere it Bot for their fliifting, wind- 
ing, wanton Motions.-— Arc not thefe wh«t Yon 
C2X\ Birds of Paffa^e? 

Ther. Thefe, «ind fomc other of the feathered! 
]R.ace, are our conftant Vifitants in Summer ; but 
leave Us, at the Approach of Winter, As foon as 
the Weather becomes cold, they affemble themfelves 
in a Body ; and concert Meafures, for their Depar- 
ture. TVho convenes the Affcmbly — What Debates 
.arife — Or bow they communicate the Refolution 
taken — I do not prefumc to fay. This is certain, that 
Jiot one of them diflodges, till the Affair is fettled, 
and the Proclamation has been publifhed* Not i, 
Angle Loiterer is to be feen, when the Troops ard 
j>repai*ing for their Decampment \ nor a fingle Strag- 
gler to be founds when they have once begun their 
March. — Having finifhed their Journey through the 
Land, their Wings become a fort of Sails * ; and 
they launch, though not into, yet over the Ocean. 
Without any Compafs^ to regulate their Courfe ; or 
any Charty to make Obfervations ,in their Voyage ; 
they arrive fafely at the defired Shore. And w^at 
IS ftill more extraordinary, they always find the 
read left Way j and the Jhorteft Cut. " 

Afp. The Stark in the Heavms knoweth her appointed 
Times : and the Turtle^ and the Crane^ and the Swal- 
idxu^ ohfirve the Time of their Comijig ." but my People 
inotu not the 'Judgment of their GOD -f. The young 
Ones of thofe Birds pcrceive,'how abfolutcly necef- 
fdry k is, to forfake the Land of their Nativity, and 
travel in queft of milder Climes. — ButourOfFsprin<r, 
even whjn their Minds begin to open, oj-e brutijh i» 

their 

• lllftftigio Alaritm* Vi r c< f J^r. viii. 7. 



DT A L O G U £: Xm %3f 

^ffjelrKnowJed^i*. Bbrri they are, and toalong coa^ 
tifiue, Uh tbd^wUdJfs's Cslt f. Not only quite defr 
trtute of ^eavenly wifdoiri, but ftiipid.to apprekenii 
it,' and averfe to seceiv^ it, " Asjhon, as thy art bcrn* 
theyi go ajk'ai^ a»d*-r - ! • » 

Then Gq t^ray^^To yrhsk Is tKis» owing, hvA tx^ 
^e' bad Esampln they behpld? They catch tb<| 
Vrayward Habit, from the irregular Goiiver&tioi| 
of others. , . 

Afp. Is not thii a Confirmation of my Point I 
Why are they yielding Clay % to each bad Imprcft. . 
fion t^^-Cafe-hardened Steel to every edifying Applif 
^atiqnf-r-To do Mifchitf, to be proud of their ApV 
■parel^ tp Xepk Revenge |U they arc not; teachablf 
only, but fclf-taughc Whereas, if: You would 
alfca thcnxwith a Senf^ of divine Things, or bring 
them acquainted with GOD their Maker j Lint 
'muft he upon Lpie^ JJni upon Line : . Precept tnujl hi 
npon Precept y Precept upqn Precept: Hert a JittU^ 

and 

• Jcr. X. I4»- 

+ Job xi. 12. How keenly is this Coroparifon point- 
ed 1 — Like the u^*s, an Animal remarkable for its Stii« 
pidity, even to a Proverb. — Like the 4f^H ^ob, which 
mull be ftill mdreegregioufly ftupid than Uie Dam. *-Like 
the ivjyjfs's Colt, which is not only blockifh, but ftub- 
born and intradabJe ; neither poflefles valuable Qualitiei 
by Nathirc, nor will eafily receive them by Difcipline.— 
The Image, in the Original, is yet more ftrongly touch- 
ed. The comparitiye Particle //i^ is not in the Hebrew i 
born a 'wiJd Afs'^ Colt ; or, as We fhould fay in EngU/b^ 
f, mere ivild^ Scc, 

X Cereus in Vitium fie£iu 

II This is evident, ^xc^m the Succcfs of a Method, frc* 
quently but injudicioufly ufed to quiet Children. The 
Method I mean, of beating the Thing, which has t9dtak, 
iheir Indignation. 

J? 
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miihtri^ littli ♦.w-WJiat farther corroborates my 
Seiitimentf isy That all tbefe tender Toils of Eru** 
£tion are generally unwelcome ; are too pften un- 
liiccefsful ; nay, will always be inefFedual, with* 
Gat the Concurrence of Almighty Grace. 

Befidea, Theron^ if this Propenfity to Evil be ob- 
lervable in all Children, it feems more than probable, 
lluit the unhappy Bias is derived from their Parents, 
father Aan catched from their Neighbours 5 and 
^wiftg, not to the Influence of external Examples, 
kut to aPrinciple of internal Corruption f- — ^Neglcft 
the Education of Children, and You are fure to have 
their Manners evil, their Lives unprofitable. Nay, 
0nly remit your Endeavours, and they lofe what has 
been gained : they ftart afide, like a broken Bow %. ^ 
And wherefore this ? Why do they riot, without the . 

Rules 

• A great Critic has laid down the following Rule, to 
%t obfcrved in fine Writing ; 

*Tis not enough no Harjhne/s gives Offence^ 
The SounJ muft bran Echo to the Senfe. 

Pope'/ EJfay on Critici/m. 

Never was this delicate Maxim more nicely exemplified i 
than in the above-cited Paffagc of I/aiahy Chap, xxviii. 
• 5*— Another Inftance of the fame kind occurs in the 
feventh Verft. Where the Language feems to mimic the 
reeling^ ftraggUng^ giddy Motions of a Drunkard : while it 
Iterates and reiterates the Idea ; exprefles the fame Thing, 
m a different and flill different Manner ; witji an appa- 
rent, and, in this Cafe, a fignificant Circumrotation of 
Words. 

t St. Faul confcffes, that He and his Fellow-faints 
were, in their unconverted State, depraved : and this, «ot 
ha, Tui- i|.r, by Cufiom or Hahit^ but pc/«», by Nature. 
£ph. ii. 3. 

J - ■ ■ ^ Jd Mores Natura recum't 

DamnatoSf fixa iff mutari ne/cia, . J V V fi tf f 
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Rules of Difcipline or Lefibns of Inftru6lIon, fp$n^ 
tammfly addiS thcmfelves to the Exercife of every 
Virtue ? Juft as the Cygnets, in yonder Canal, fpon* 
taneoufly take to the Element of Water, and the 
KQt of Swimming. 

That Bed, in the Garden before U«, will fuggcft 
the Reafon. It has been digged and dreiled this, very 
Day. It now lies fmooth and clean. Notafingk 
Weed appears on its Surface. Yet, how certainly 
will it, in a very little Time, produce a^enteous. 
Growth of thofe vegetable Nuifances ?— Whence 
can this proceed ? No Hand will fow them. No 
WUh will invite them. But the Se$i5^ thomgh ua^* 
perceived by any Eye, arc already there. Diilemi*- 
nated by the Winds, they have mixed themfelveji 
with the Mold, and are funk into the Soih—^So, 
juft fo, it is with our Children. The Seeds of Ini* 
quity are whbin * them j and, unlefe proper Dili- 
gence be exerted by Us, unlefs gracious Affiftanc^ 
be vouchfafed from above, they will affurcdly fpring 
up; over-run their Souk; and diihonour their 
Lives. 

Tber. Let Us leave the Children, and make^jy 
the Subjed of our Enquiry. 

Afp. In this Refpe£l, Therotty 

Men are but Chiidren of a larger Growth, 

We may leave the Veft or Hanging-fleeve Coat, but 
We fliall ftHl find ibe Follies of the Child—Ift 

• Whoever choofes to examine the Seeds, the poifofi- 
Otis Seeds, ivhich are lodged in thi< Nurjery of all Evjt, 
may fee a Sample of thera in our LOR D's J>efcription« 
Mari vii* 20, 21, 22, 23. Where He chara^erizes th» 
Heart, not barely of the hypocritical Phari&c* or tht 
abandoned Publican, but of Mankind in generals 
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Toutb^ v^hat low Ambition, and Fondnefs for dc^j^ 
cable Plcafares. — In Manhood^ what a keen Purfoit 
•of tninfitory Weakh*; yet what a coldf Inattentron 
to. GOD aad Holinefs ? — Men*, and 'Men" too of 
enlarged Undcrftanding, wjicfe Pcnctratidn oA 
•other Subjedfe; is piercing as the .Eagld^s Sight, 
arc, on the nioft important Points, blind as th^ 
incaverned Mole. , ' . « . 

^fher. What ! ia the. Undcrftanding like thd hioff^ 
Jim^fighted Animal', when Ibdged in her darkeft^* Re- 
tirement? That fubHmcFaeulty of the Soal ; wbicii^ 
Jends her Eye to all the reft ;. fits at the Relm, attd 
dire6te their Motions ! 

Afp^ Tou remember, I prefiime, that^ beautihI^ 
Paflkge i» ilfitew *^ which Mr. jfddifon fo highly 
admires, and fo judicioufly ilkftrates, TbcPaffkge^ 
I meahi> where the Archangel Michael comes down^f 
to advOTtife\//i/&'m of future Events^i aaid to execute 
the Sentence of divine Juftice.. 

Ther. I remember it pcrfediy wcIL-*-In the Eaft^,- 
the great Light of Day lies under anEclipfe. In 
the Weft, a bright Cloud defcends, more luminous 
than the Sun itfelf. The whole Theatre of Nature 
is darkened, that this glorious Madiiine may appear 
in all its Magnificence and Beauty. — From thi^ 
radiant Meteor, the Potentate of Heaven alights j. 
and advances, with a majeftic Statelinefs, to meet 
Adeim. 

Afp* Should You fee fuch an auguft Perfonagc^ 
alighting from his fplendid Chariot, and walking 
amidft the thronged Streets of a City ? — Should You 
behold every One intent upoir bi» Bufmefs or Diver- 
iionsi ftruck with xto Awei paying no reverentiai' . 

•Regari^ 

• Book Xl^ 203, ej?** 
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Regard to this celeftial Vifitant -, what would You 
think? 

Tier. I ihould certainly fufpe£b, that fome fupe-* 
rior Power had drawn a F^il over their Sight, and 
hid this wonderful Spe£lacle from their View. 

J/p. Such is really the Cafe with all Mankind by 
Nature, and with the Generality of People, during 
their whole Life. — GOD, the infinitely great 
GOD, is in every Place. Yet how few advert to 
his Prcfence ! — All Nature exhibits Him to their 
Sen&s ; yet, perhaps, He is not in any of their 
Thoughts. 

The Sun, clothed in tranfcendent Brightnefs,- 
moft illuftrioufly difplays his MAKER's Glory, 
The Moon, though dreft in fainter Beams, has 
Luftre enough to Ihew Us the adorable DEITY» 
and his marvelous Perfedions. The Stars, fixed as 
they are at an unmeafurable Diftance, and leffimi 
almoft to a Point, come in with their Evidence, 
and magnify their CREATOR to a gazing but 
uftaffeacd World. 

The Air whifpers his Clemency in the gentle, the 
refreihing Gales of Spring. If We take no Notice 
of this foft pcrfuafive Addreis, the Tone is elevated j 
the Majefty of JEHOVAH fiunds ahudy in roar* 
ing Winds, and rending Storms. Yet hQih Expe* 
dients fail. Man is like the deaf Adder, that 
ftoppeth her Ears. He refufeth to hear the Voice 
of the Charmers, charm they never fo (weetly, ne- 
ver fo forcibly. 

Each Flower, arrayed in Beauty, and breathing 
Perfume, courts our Affections for its infinitely ami- 
able A U T H O R.— Not a Bird that fing3^ aamigr 
the Branches^ npr a Brook diat murmul^t over the 

Vol. n. CL Pebbles, 
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pebbles, but invites cwr Praife, or chides our Ittw- 
gratitude. — All the tlafles of Fruits depofit diiair 
Atteftation on our Palates, ytt fekbm reach ixxtir 
Hearts^ They give Us a Proof of- the divdnEiBe^- 
nignity ; a Proof, as undemaUi aS' it is < pleafing^ 
and too o'ften as ineffe^ual alfo, : o.l 

In fliort 5 the whole Creation^^is a KiaAjtofi inag>' 
irificent Embaffy from its Almighty :L'0 BpD^ «dew 
puted to proclaim tns EptsiUencieP^ 'and xiemaiid tua: 
Homage. Yet, who has not difregarded th? Atnierv 
ahd with-held the latter? — HowFe^'-wailij, afii fee- 
ing HIM that is invifible, or have FellowfliB^^^iti^fak 
the FATHER of Spirits? Thwghi t^^lvalt he* 
fore Him, i« our highejl Dignity 5 aA^/¥^1l«re'9el« 
lowfliip with Him^ is our only Fldici^ ?'' , i 1 

Ther. This is owing to InaPMttim'i mdter^thaif/iv 
any Blindnefs or Defedt in Man's* 4Jndertian4ii^ 
. The many Works of Genivts^ whidi^^d«s6i)eeii iprt)k> 
duced in various Ages, are axi^aburKhmf Proof df hto 
intellectual Capacity.— Have notthe-Sdasistefcflfjttaui 
verfed, and the Skies meafured? Hasnot tte^ardK. 
been difemboweled of its choiceft TiTeafiutes^ inrhfle 
its Surface is beautified with Towns, . Citfes^ . Pa*' 
faces, innumerable ?*-^What fine Arts am^ invented 
and exercifed 5 and to whata Pitcjhof PerfedBoniare^ 
they carried ? Arts that feem, if not to exceed^ at 
leaft to rival Nature.-*-It waS' the Underftanding,. 
which formed all thefe great Defigns. It was the 
Underihmding, which contrived the Meana, -an* 
condufted the Execution.-— And are not * thefe un- 
queftionaW^ Evidences of her very fuperior AbiK- 
tles? 

5^. Then (he i» like fome great Emprefe, who 

conquers half the World, but is unable to rule Her- 

4 //// 
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fdf. ^ho extends her Regulations into foreiga 
Climes, whilfe ber dotoeftic Affairs are involved in 
Confufion. — Do You doubt the Reality of this Re- 
mark ? Set Yourfelf to meditate upon the moft in- 
tcrefting Truths, , How defultaryj how incoherent are 
your Thoughts ? — Charge them to be colIe<fted. 
They difobey your Orders. — Rally the undifciplined 
Vagrants, Again they defert the Taik. — Exert all 
your Power, and keep them clofe to their Bufinefs. 
Still they elude your Endeavours. 

The other Day, I could not forbear fmiling at a 
little Ad ve^^ture of your youngeft Son's. Some^f//Vi- 
fiher^ which happened to be fpilt upon the Floor, 
parted into feveral Globules. The fhining Balls look- 
ed fo prettily, he longed to make them his own. But 
when he offered to take them up, they flipt from his 
Hand. As often as he renewed the Attempt, fo 
often He met with a Difappointment. The clofer 
He ftrove. to grafp them, the more fpeedily they 
efcaped |rom his Fingers. He feemed, at firft, to 
be amazed ; then became quite angry, that the !itde 
Fugitives ihould fo conftantly baffle his repeated Ef- 
forts. — Thus unmanageable I very often find my 
own Thoughts. If yours are under no better Regi- 
men, • this may convince Us both, that all is not 
a^ordtng to the original Creation. 

We apply Ourfelves to convcrfe with the everlaft- 
in^ GOD in Prayer. Here, One would expeft to 
have the Thoughts all Clearnefs, and all Compofure. 
But Here We are not fufficient of Ourfelves^ to think 
any Thing as of Ourfelves *. All thofe holy Ideas, 
which create Reverence, or ftrengthen Faith, or 
quicken Love, come fuom the FATHER of Lights, 
Q^ 2 . Should ^ 

* 2 Cor. iii. 5. 
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Should HE withdraw His Influence, all will be 
dullf and dark, and dead.***It may be, Wei^u:e 
fomewhat enlivened in tbisidciied Eicercife; befiar# 
We are aware, perhaps in tbevery Mklflof th&icH 
lemn Offices our Attention i^ J^fipatid; and not 
diifipated only, hutfcattired to the Eiids of the Earth* 
The GQD of all Glory is forfiJten, and the.De4 
votion paid to fooa^ fenfelefs Foppery. AMalefad^ 
tor, begging his Life at the Knees of his^ Sovereign i 
and difcontinuing his Suit, in. order to carets a Lap- 
dog^ or purfue a Butt$rjfy$ is btftt Afaijat>Image<Qf 
the Vanity which attends our 4ik«PtiQnal ServicosiffH 
Reafon, which ought to correal: thefe IrregHlaritiei^, 
is treated Kke the incredulOM&Lord. j, who, tnft^t^f 
controuHng the unruly.Multitude, wasoverboriifrbjr 
their Impetuofity, and trodden undec Foot^.,. ;-i* 
V Since then the Reins are ftruck out of ouir HandSv 
and* We have loft the Rule over our own Faouhiesi^ 
fuxely. We are in a State diffetent, very diffuenft 
fronuour primitive Conftitution.. ...» 

. 77?er. However infenfiblc .to refined Specutetioij^ 
the Underftanding, when InUrtfi is in the Cafe, is 
apprehenfive enough. 

Afp. In temporal f) not in fpiritaal AfEurs.«^ 
Your younger Brother, TCherwiy is a Merchant. We 
will fuppofe Him at the Sea-fide ; within a fniaU 
Diftance of the Veflel, on which a confiderabk Part 
of his Subftai^ce is embarked. We will fuppofe the 
Veffel in the utmoft Diftrefs; ready to founder wkh 
her Leaks, of to ftrike upon- the Rocks.-*— If he dif- 
covers no Sign of Concern $ calls ia no Afliftance 

front 

• 2 Kings vii. 17. 
t Called therefore by the Apoftle, TUJhly Wifdm^ and 
oppofed to the Qi9is:% of G O D« 2 Cor^ x. 1 2. 
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boat tke Country j msdces^ no Effort to fave the 
Cnsw, 9nd yivnr/ the Cargo; would You not think 
hnni^bdroivfid of his Underftanding, 6r deprived of 
kkisi Sight J-4^Q^ld YoofcmuS^hfe « more favourable 
QpuiicniiDf hilt£yM!br bisltttelled ? If, inftead of 
tri^griovbrf Makod to preverit a Sbi^wr^ck, He 
flioidkiia(bi^fe Himf^lf >ith picking ShiUs: from the 

.vWe/iad etodry Oftdof atir¥e»}tow^<rrea(tures, have 
an Jtoiterift «» Joofttfldy, iinfpedkd))y tn6re precious, 
tharpali tlii Hah 'Lading of ^ thoufand Fleets; Our 
Sdul^ iM^1likilioi<tat Soi<r}s^'are expoikd, every Day^ 
mr^fibur^ to^tke Perilof ev&hfting t)ejhu£iicn. 
'EVtry lieinptaiioii:^ threatening to their endlefs 
Welfat-ev' as ft Ridge 6S <iraggy Rocks to a Ship 
Iftat dtifes bea^ve the Ifer^mgeft Gate.— Yet, how 
imcdnoerncd^ are' Mankind ^ Where is their holy 
Faac? ::Whcre .their godly Jealoufy? Where their 
wakeful Circumfpe&iott f Raither, what 7. gay infant 
^U%i49.ohfdnrabIe in their Behaviour f Or elfe, 
vi\^'2Lt3,'V^^p.'Fsxrmfi^y prevails in their Supplica- 
tions ? Their Supplications to that Almighty BE* 
IN'G^ytwhb.aicoe is. able to fave and to deftroy. — 
.Was nottheJuimai^Underftanding both darkened 
tacMl^bcibttBdt Weihould fee Our Neighbours, We 
ihQiiidt£BctOiirfeIves> awakened, into much the fame 
'earnefbSoiibitude^^s the Di&iples eKFprefi&d^ when, 
«percoiving'the Wav«s boiftrous, and their Bark fink- 
ing, they criid \ L OR D / Saw Us f TV^ ^\Jh i 

Dtttalafi^! in. Things of an un(een Nature, though 
'of Dternal Confequence, Inter eji^ that habitual Dar- 
ling of every Heart, lofcs its engaging Influence. 
Nay ; when. Eternity, all-important Eternity is at 
ilake, even Selfrprefervatiop is fcarce any longer a 
0.3 governing 
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governing Principle. — What can be more deplor- 
able ? And; if We admit not the Doiftnnc of ori- 
ginal Corruption, what fo unaccountable ? . ^ 
Ther. This, I muft confefs, is true,' with regard 
to the unthinking Rabble. To them ntay be ac- 
commodated the Remark of Augujius. Who, When 
he faw fome foreign Females, carrying Apes in their 
Arms inftead of Infants, faid to one 6f his Courtiers ; 
*' Have the Women of thofe Countries no Children^ 
*' that they are fo fond of fuch defpicable Ani- 
*' mals?" — The Vulgar are fo im'merfcd in fecutar 
Cares, that One might indeed be tempted to aft ; 
*' Have thofe People no Souls? that Buying and 
*' Selling, Eating and Drinking, engrofs their 
** whole Concern ?'* — But Perfons of Rank ahd 
Education, think in a more exalted Mannei'* 

jifp. Do you then imagine, that an 'Elevation of 
Circumftances fets the Aifedions on Things above i 
Or, that it is the peculiar Infelicity of the Vulgar^ 
to grovel in their Defires ? — Gold, I believe^ is more 
likely to increafc, than to diffipate, the Fog on the 
intellecSual Faculties. Abundance of Pofleffions, 
inftead of difengaging the -Heart, faften it more in^ 
feparably to the Earth. Even fuperior Attainments 
in Learning, if not fanftified by Grace, ferve only 
to render the Owner fomewhat more refined in hie 
Follies^ ot vainly to puff up his flefl)ly Mhd *. — But 
' Comparifons, between the various Claflfe of Man- 
kind, are as ufelefs as they are invidious. None, 
in either Condition, attend, to the Things which 
make for their Peace, till th«y are aw&kined ftoxn 
their Lethargy, by the quickening SPIRIT of 
CHRIST. And even then We cannot but ob- 

ferve 
* Col. ii. 18. 
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fervc evident Indications of much remaining BHnd*- 
nefs. > 

How apt. are fuch Perfons to miftake the Way of 
Salvation ? To place their own Works for a Foun- 
dation of Hope, inftead of CHRIST^ the Rock of 
Agps ? Thinking, by their own Performances to 
mny not feeking from unmerited Grace to receive^ 
the Inheritance of eternal Glory. Which is more 
abfurdly vain, than to oflFer Toys as an Equivalent 
•for Thrones j or to dream of purchafmg Diadems 
with a Mite. — They are alfo prone to mifapprehend 
the .Nature of Holinefs. Are zealous to regulate 
.the external Condufl, without attending to the Re- 
novation of the Heart i in outward Forms elabo«- 
rate ; with refpe<ft to inward Sanftity, lefs if it all 
•exaft. A Labour juft as prepofterous, as to fkin 
over the Surface of a Wound, while it fcfters at the 
Bottom, and confumes the Bone. 

Give me Leave to alk, Theron-y When our LORD 
declares, Unlefs a Man he born again^ He cannot enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven * ; when He fpeaks qf 
eating his Flejh^ and drinking his Blood f .* when You 
hear or read of Union with the bleffed JESUS.y 
or Communion with the moft high GOD : is there 
not a Cloud, if not total Darknefs, on your Mind j:? 

—How 

* John iii. 3. f John vi. ^4. 

t With regard to the Myfteries of CHRIST', the 
greateft Proficients are but Obtu/e acutif Dull even in 
their Acutenefs. — What fays the wife JgurF An invalu- 
able Fragment of whofe Works, is prefcrved in the 
Book q£ 'Proverbs, Surely, I am more krutifi than ar^ M^n, 
Mnd huve mt the Underflanding of a Man: even though the 
following Verfcs befpeak the very fingular Elevation and 
Extent of his Knovvlcdgci Prov. xxx. 2. — Conformably 
to the Experience of this excellent Man, I have always 
Qj^ obfervcd. 
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—How erroneous w« t^Q ?y&/fi^ liiinfcllf, in hi« 
Judgment concerning the divine Difpofals ? Sp 
faolijh was I and ignorant^ ev^ «Jk k wnt aMeaft^ or 
as the vericft Besift. before Xhft- f •--rThe Vokef of 
Experience therefore wUl atteft^ what ^the Word of 
Revelation. h^$ aver;^d 9 That the naiurtd Man^ be 
his intelleiliial Abilities evfsjf«fo pregiuuit, :or ever 
fp improved, canmtknom the^Tbir^s of the SPIRIT 
pf GOD t .' He has no Sight to difcern their Beautyi; 
no Tafte to relifh their Swcetnefs. Nay, though 
., I ; ' they 

obftfvefl, that the mbre enlightened People ^e, the more 
they lament their Ignorance; the more rhey paiit after a 
continual Progrefs in heavenly Knowledge; the more 
they pray for clearer, ilill clearer Manii^ftarioiis of the 
incomprehenfible GOD, and his tranfcendently rich 
Orcein CHRIST JESUS. 

* I qneflion, whether J/pafio*s Tranflation comes folly 
up to the Emphafis: of the Original. The comparative 
Particle is omitted in the Hebrew. As foftens and palli- 
ates the Matter. Therefore the PJalmift^ to exprefs the 
deeped Senfe of his Ignorance, fays, 1 <was a Beaftj yea, 
ibe n>iriift Btaft^ mon:i, Pfal. Ixxiii. 22.— In Figures 
equally ftrong, and equally abafing, is this BlindnSs of 
our fallen Nature defcribed, by the Writersi of l^e New 
Tcllamcnt. Men, in their natural State, zx^ Children 
0^Arriff^; nurf^kd up by Ignorance, and totally' fub- 
jcft to its Influence, i Theff^ v. ^. They nx>a\k m 
Darinefii it is the very Element^ in which tkcy live 
and move. Johnxiu 35. Nay; tljiey are not only /« 
Darknefs, butDarknefs itfelf. Efh. v. S. Their Souls 
are like the Region, '' which Joh, with 'fufch inimitable 
Energy, defcribes ; A Land $f D^knef5\ gl««fmy and h€*- 
rible a^ the Shadtnv of J>£ia^\ where ail Je Confuiiona* 
nxfitbouf any Order } and the ^ery Lights . or that which 
Ihould illuminate the djfinal Shades, is the BWknefs cf 
Darkaefs. Job x. ^2.-«-Let me dbfe my Note, wkh the 
candid but weighty Sentence,- whkh ^dlofes Xinophonh 
Hiilory of fyrus, £» ^ tk ravatyim c^oi yitacmu, ra f^ja 7m 

t I Go/, ii. 14. . 
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thtynar^ithfefwiteft Light, and the moft perfeft Wif- 
dom^ i30 Him they appear, not oftly dark and ob- 
iau^. but even faolift>mfs itfclf. , 
10 Woiiid this be the Cafe, if the Underftariding was . 
iwfcgre^ly depraved ? Should it be difficult for your 
iilr, t&rdiftiBguifli the Diverfity of Sounds ; or for 
y«>ttr Eye,.tadifc«rn the Variety of Colours ^ would 
You. not coficludcj that the Organs weire very much 
impairid? ... 

. Xb^» I think, You have treated the Underftand- 
ing, as Zopyrus fervid his own Body *;» whjen he went 
over to^ the EnensLy^JT—JDo.Ypu intend to maagle the 
Qtli^ Faculties^ .at the fame unmerciful Rate ? 

Jfp, That Nobleman made the Wounds, which 
iKrfigUred his Flefli. 1 have only probed the Sorei, 
whi^b were found in the Underftamiingi If I Ihave 
toMched ith? Qiiickj and put the Patient to Pain, it 
is only to facilitate the Operation pf Medicine, awd 
make wa)^ for aCure.— But pe^jpiifi n^e to a^„l^W;'e- 
in does- the Excellen^-y of the human^#7// cpnfift ? 

Thef?. In following the Guidance bf Reafori, ^nd 
fubmitting to the Iriftucnce of proper. AiithoTity. 

Jfp.. The Will, I fear, rejeifts the^Govficmiient 
of Reafon.^ and it is^undeni^ibly^jcrtain, that It re'- 
bcls againft the Authority of GOD./ ^ 

Caft your Eye upgn that T!?^;w'of,JE^|r/Jx, i^j^Jth, 
which yonder CQuntryman is plqughii^ his fallot*' 
Ground.- No lefa than five of thofe robuft Ammals 
are Fmked together; and yield their fubiniffive Necks! 
to the Draught, 'fhey hayp mbrc. Strength thanr 
twenty Men, yet are. managed by ^Jngle Jjad. Th«y 
not only.itand in.a'sAre.of the Lafb,, but Hfleii to th^: 
•-■'-■ Voice. 

• See Roil IN V Ancient Hifi. Vol. III. /. 46. 
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Voice of their Driver. They turn to the Rig^bt- 
batid or to the Left ; they quicken their P«cc, or 
ilop fliort in the Furrow ; at the bare Intimation of 
his Pleafure.— Are fVe equally obedient tothe Calls, 
to the Exhortations, the exprefs Injun^ions of our 
heavenly LORD? The blcffed JESUS fpokc 
at the Beginning, and the World was made. He 
fpeaks by his Providence, a'nd theUniverfe is upheld- 
When He (hall fpeak at the laft Day, the Heavens 
will pafs away, and the Earth be diflblved. Yet He 
fpeaks to Us in his divine Word, and We turn a 
deaf Ear to his Addrefs, He fpeaks in tender Ex- 
poftulations, and no Melting of Heart enfncs. He 
fpeaks in precious Promifes, and no ardent Defires 
are enkindled. — The Will, which, in thefe Cafes, 
ought to be turned as Wax to the Sealy is unimprefled 
and inflexible as an iron Smew. 

Ther. The human Will is conftantly inclined to 
preferve, accommodate, and make its Poffeffor hap- 
py. Is not this the right Pofttton^ in which it ibould 
always ftand ? Or the moft delirable Dire^hfiy that 
can be given to its Motions ? 

Jfp, I fliould be glad, if Fad bore witiiefs to 
-your Aflertion. But Faft, I apprehend, is on the, 
'<:ontrary Side. — I took notice, as we came along, 
•of fome Ants bufily employed on a little Hillock. 
Have You made any Obfervations, Theron^ on this 
reptile Community ? 

Ther. It is a little Republic *. They inhabit a 
Kind of oblong City, divided into various Streets. 
They are governed by Laws, and regulated by Poll- 
'tics., of their own. Their Magazines are commodi- 
oiifly formed, and judicioufly guarded againft the In- 
juries 
**SeeNat.Df/fl Vol. L 
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juries of the Weather. Some are defended by an 
Arch made of Earth, and cemented with a peculiar 
Sort of Glue. Some are covered with Rafters of 
flehder Wood, and thatched with Rufhes or Graf$. 
The Roof is always raifed with a double Slope, to 
turn away the Current of the Waters, andihoot the 
Rain from their Store-houfea. They all beJHr them* 
felves, with inceffcmt Afliduity, while tke Air. is fc- 
rene ; while the Roads are good \ and Abundance of 
loofe Grain lies fcattered over the Field«.-r-By thefe 
Precautions, they live fecure, whenStorma en^brpil 
the Sky; they want^o Manner of Conveniency, 
feVen wiien Winter lays wafte the Plains. . 

Aj^. Do W4 improve, fo diligently, our prefent 
Opportunities ? This Life is the Seed-time of Eter- 
nity. Do We huflxind the precious Moments, like 
Perfons fenfible of their unfpeakable Importance ? 
Senfible, that if We trifle and are indolent, they will 
be ii'recoverably gone, and We irretrievably ruined. 

Sicknefe, We know not how foon, may invade 
Us, Pain' may torment Us, and both may iffue in 
our final Diflblution. Are We duly aware of thefe 
awful Changes, and properly folicitous to put all 
in order for their Approach ? — We walk (alarming 
Thought ! ) upon the very Brink of Death, Rcfur- 
reSion, and Judgment. Do We walk like wife Fir- 
ginsy with our Loins girt; with our Lamps trimmed; 
in a State of continual Readinefs, for the heavenly 
BRIDEGROOM'S Advent? 

Thofe Ants have no Guide^ Overftcr^ or Ruler. 
Yet they prepare their Meat in the Summery and gather 
their Food in the Harve/i *- We have all thefe, yet 
Aegleft the Time of our Vifitation. — We have 

GOD'S 

• Prov, vi. 7. 
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G O D'^ um wring Wprd,^ tp gnM<} Vj^^ 0,^ M 
ev4;f-4«atclx&il Eye, toiovjqrftq .^^^^ 9,QD';JCf^;« 
Migp Cpmm^xvila to ruk ^r^l^ qi*i(*fn^:i;j^..^j.3^^ 
withftanding all th^jfe^MqUY^s^,, i^r.i3W5,%,%^g5c^ 
9f tk€ Sluggudj .the ypry J^i>g44agp ^f ^W^.Ci^ 
du(9; hJUitU mare, SU^pf, v IMa mme /Slu^b^y f?^?/f 
i^iofy Folding fif ^bf Jifyn^ to/f^p *• T^ npipft fi^-^ 
pine IndifFi^F^n^ei^ wbu^we all f^S^k piligg^pf^cA^ ijm 
juil fuflJ^^ientlTT-rXhis, You npiuft^lqwy ifi|thQ»tf»uc 
CharaQ^r <rf Mankind in g^iie^ai^ AwJ; clip«f3,t^if 
d^mo^iftira*e ,thQ R^Siitude oS^ iH^m iVil U ' • S 
; ffJ^r^T^he Ui»4er0andingfl:^aj^ beXiwl t6 <wry <|^ 
Torch^ tJi^ WJILto hold the Balaipuoev iNwVi>thf 
PerfeSiw of a ^al^ncexronfifts,; ip.(l|^?|p§r/o.<ii^fljf 
ppi/ed, J as l;a iw4ijaei pt ihe /pj^, TqucJi, .^JtiA^MfPPP^^ 
d«fmte with '.^jUighuJi W.eight. . , ;Thi3.Pi:i?pextjr>S::^ 
loflgs, ;^ithout all Difput^, %q th^^hupi^ Witt*.. 

Jfp. What ? If oije of your Seftl€^,ibo^J4^fce«>4 
to the Ground^ thwgb ^hai:ge4 Wth Tribes, tbi^aw 
light as Air? Jf the other fhouldkick tb^ Q^aiii, 
though \fs Contents be weighter, than Tak^t^, qf 
Gold ? — Is not this an exa£l Rqpreftnt^tipi^k of <Wf 
. , _ Will, 

* There is, if I miflake not, a nice Gradation, in this 
Speech of the Sluggard ; fuch as very naturally mimics 
the Manner of that lazy Creature. — He pleajjs, firfl:, for 
fome ponfiderable^Deeree of Indulgence, J-Htik'Sle^f^, 
If that n too mucb to be gmiuted. He craves fonte fi^Uqr 
Toleration of his Stoh ; J little &IumSer.-^l( the Taik- 
mafler dill rings in his Ear; iUU goads his Side ', one al- 
mofl fees the dull Wretch, rubbing his heavy Eye*, and 
yawning out his laft Requeft ; k^Uttlt Fohiing rftU Hmdt 
at leaft te lis doivn, aDtt^^ CDJT pyn Prpv. vi^ lOw-^WJi^en 
fuch is our Condudi whh rc^jard to eterm^l Intercife, hpw, 
^uftly may We apply that ipirited Expoftulatipn of thi 
Poet ; 

Tantamue Rem t4m negligenter ! 
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Will, when the fieeting Plcafures of Senfe, or the 
^««y Interefts of Time, excitie dur Wtflies 5 tirtii 
^riffle the/olH Dfcl^hts 6f Religfoii, ^nd the im- 
irien/ely Hch TJ-eaftlres of ifhmortalitjr, fcan hkrdly 
^liMii^diir Attention ?--^Hbwever, let Us igiiit th^ 
Meta^phbr, ahd-^3taMfne F^. Suppdei I m^e it 
dppeary thiit, iiriteadi^F'choofing thit moft eligible 
Otjefts, tfteWiiri^ftf'de|)16rabIy vitiated, as to l&tht 
#hat i^ felikary, and be^w^f 6f what is baneful. 
' ^ TZrm If Y6ti pTore thrs-td be uhlverfally the Ci&; 
You win provt your favourite Poiht with a witnefs. ' 
Jfp. When Prdvideilce i» pkafed to thwart our 
Me^fes,^ or defeat our Endeavours; to bring Us 
tariderHJie Clotid of Difgrace, or Jay updh Us the 
Rt^d of iyfliflSon? what is'<)Ur liehaviofur?*— Dd 
We.'bdwour'H^ds in A»wW^Refi"^naci6h? Do Wii 
oplert oufRiodthsin thankful Ackhowfedgriifents ?— 
Obierve th^ Waters in thiat elegant ofbtngulaf Sa^* 
fon. They affirfiHate'themfelycs,'with the utmoft 
R^dihefs, and with equal ExaftneFs, to the Veflel 
which contains them. So would the human WUf, 
if it were not extremely froWard and foofJft, con- 
form itfdf to the divine : which is unerringly wilK 
and, of all poifible Contingencies, incomparably the 
befl *, — Yet, how apt are We to fret with^ Dif- 

quietude; 

• This'feems to be the Meaning of the Prophet, 
C3>ntt?'D p^n»^ niK.Ifai. xxvi. 7. Not— r/^^ Way of 
the Juft is Vfrightnefs-^A Senfe* which the Conftrttfh'on 
of the Words wiH*lMrt difficiihly admit ; which, in the 
prcfcnt Contteftion, is^ hardly confiftent with Humility; 
And by no means proper, to introduce a deirotional Ad- 
drefs to the great J ti H O V A H. Rather-^ O D V 
iJPity to the J^ ii Ufrightnefs\ or, ftill 'm6re emphati- 
cally, Upri^htneflks. \9 in aU Rcipcdls irrcprovable, ex- 
cellent, admirable; faitedv perfeftly fuitcd, to every 
fiicrcd Attribute of Wifdom, Goodnefs, and Truth. 
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quietude; and flruggle Under zBi&ivc Dtfj^GS^ 
tions, iM a wild BuU in a Nh ! 

Ther^ This is^a very imperfe6t Proof, Jfpafio^ an4 
correfponds with only Part of your Accu&tioh. W^ 
may diflike what is whokfome, efpccially if it be 
unpalatable, yet not be fond of our Bane. 

JJp. Should You fee a Perfon, who thirfts after 
the putrid Lake, but difrelifhes the d^ar running 
Fountain ;. who longs for the impeifmed B^ri^ of 
the Nightfliade, but abhora th^ delicious Fruit of .the 
Orchard, wouW You applaud the Regularity of his 
Appetite ?■— I don't wait for your Anfwer. But I 
more than fufpect, this is a true Pidlure of all un- 
regenerate People. See! how they affedDrefs ani 
external Ornament ; but are unwilling, rather tiiaii 
defirous, to be clothed with Humilrty *, and. to put 
m CHRIST if Amufement will engage. Play 
aiiimatie, and Diverfion fire them ; but as to the 
Woffliip of the living G O D, 6 !, what aWeari- 
nefs is it % ! Frothy Novels, and rfatulent Wit, re- 
gale their Tafte ; while the Marrow and Fatndb of 
the divine Word, are **.as their forrowful Meat |j..'' 
Flatter them ; and, though your Speech is a lufcious 
Poifon §, their Eyes fparkle. with Delight. Ad-^ 

monifh 

• I Pet. V. 5. t Rom. xiii. 14. J Mai. i. 13. 

II Job vi. 7. >?3nb >"nD Sicut Cibi Languorum, As th^ 
Meat of my Szcknefs, Vqt which We have no Appetite ; 
in which Wc find no Relifb> and which We frequently 
loath. 

§ Mr. Bomel, in one of his Evening £xam2na|Ioi»i» 
Tccollefting that He had heard Himfelf praifed ; and bet- 
ing confcious, that He heard it with Delight — taking 
Honour to Himfelf, and not giving GOD the Glory.^ 
A6b xU, 23..— =Made this Memorandum in his Diary j 
" To-day, I have becA bathing my Soul in Eoifon." 
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iiRisiilb tbem ; and^though your Sdrvice is.^K ixcel- 
lent Oil *, DiflatisfaStioii lour* on their Brow*"*-^ 
WJiat is all .this, but. to iothe the Sahitary^ and 
Wt(g £or If tthc Baneful i > 

, ^- j :.. .. X*Qtf 

. , * Pfel.xxH. 5. 

t Would the Reader fee this unhapp)r Coptraft drawo 
fft the ftrongeft Colours, and by the mofe rhetoricat 
Accumulation of Wdrds ? He may compare the royal 
Preacher^ and the mourning Prophet.-— ^^^-/rs/^ I*bm)i 
€dkdt itnd Ve refu&d ; Iha'ae ftretcktd 6nt ti^ jkan4y *m^ 
np Man regarded : But ye have fet at nought all mj Coun- 
felj an4 would none of my Reproof. What a Croud of 
fimilar Ideas ! Emphatically dfccl^ing the mof! incorri- • 
liable Pec^erfbneifii ; whioh is Prt)of^aga»ft every Method 
of Reibmiiation; ^g^nft all the Arts eveii.of diving P^«- 
fuaiion. Frov, i. 24, 25. — I'he Hoft of Utayen^ nuhom 
they ba*ve loved, and nxjhom they j&^i«3y^ (erved^ and after 
niihom they have walked,' andvshotn they hat>e ibugbt, A»^ 
'Ofhom they hewi wor&ifped. What a- Heap of fynonif- 
iBOua Expreflions ! Significantly deictibing the moil im-- 
petuous Ardour and Avidity, in the Ways of Sin '; aib 
Ardour, which no Prohibitions can reftrain ; and aiv 
Avidity, which never knows when to %, " It is enough/** 
Xer. viii. ;2. 

If I beg Leave to add another Exasiple of this lkind,». 
h is chiefly for the Sake of clearing up an obfcure Paf- ^ 
fage in the Pfalms ; which feems to have been miftal^eu ' 
by the Authors of hoth our Veriions. — Daiid^ to fet 
fbrth the barbarous Afliduity of his Perfecutors, faysj: 
Thty wt)(inder up and doiun. They pry into every Corner <» 
they fearch the City, and examine the Country ; ^DnV 
not for Meat ; (which, in tMs Conrieiftion, is a' Senfe: 
quite foreign to the Subject, and very jejune indeed) 
but to de^dttr. To devour me the deftined Viftim of 
their Rage. Jnd if they are not fatisfedj if they cannot 
compafs their -Defign by Day, l3>Vn they 'will grudge? 
No ; but they 'will continue all Nighty in the Pro^cution' 
of their Purpofe. Neither Cold nor Darknefs can re- 
tard them; neither Hard/hips nor Dangers can- deter 
them \ but their Attempts are as indefatigabU^ as their 
Malice is impUtcabk, Pfal. Ux« i£. 
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Let me, from the fame Comparifon^ propofe oite 
Queftion more ; .which may be applicable both to th^ 
. Will and to the Underftanding. — Should You hear 
of another Perfon, the State of whofe Stomach was. 
fo difpofcd, that it turned the moft nourifhing Food 
into Phlegm ; and derived Matter of Difeafey from 
the moft fovereign Supports of Health j what would 
You think of his Coriftitution ? 

Tber. I fhoiild certainly thinlc it very much dif- 
tempered. 

Afp. Without the Grace of our LORD JESUS 
CHRIST9 our Souls turn evfry Occurrence into 
an Increafe of their finful Depravity *• GUI' very 
Table is a Snare ; and inftead of exciting IJs to 
Gratitude, id a Provocative to Gluttony. — How dif- 
ficult is it, when* We flow in Plenty, not to be 
dated ; when We are prefled with Poverty, tiot to 
repine !— Have We Bufinefs in the World ? It cuni- 
bers our Thoughts, or tempts Us to Avarice. Have 
We no Bufinefs to manage ? We fink into Sloth, 
and fettle on the Lees of Voluptuoufhefs. — If our 
Schemes are profperous, it is pdds but they attach 
Us to the Interefts of Time. If they prove unfuc- 
cefsful. We too often are chagrined with the pif- 
appointment, and fin againft Meeknefs. — ^Even the 
holy Commandment, inftead *of reftraining Sin, os 
producing Obedience, ii-ritates the inln^ Depra- 
vity ; and renders it moce reftlefs, more impetuous, 
more ungovernable t« — Thofe very Things^ which 
Jhould have, been for our Wtlft^i (fo malignant end 
raging is our Corruption !) are converted into iWr* 
Occofim-of fMng. 



TbiT. 



♦ . ■ ' f ^odcuKque infundis ace/cit* HoR» 
f Rom, vii. 8. 
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Tier. The Will i« under uo Neceffity of mi&m* 
ployiftg her Poweirs. She is fret to a£l in this Man* 
ner or in that. Andy if a Spwidthrift;^ is no^ a 
Slav>e. 

JJp. In Actions which relate tQ the animal Qeco^ 
aomy, the Will is .unjqueftionaUy free. She cait 
QontraiS^ the Forehead into a Frown, or expand it 
with a Sauk. — In the ordinary AfFsurs of Life, She 
i» under «<> Controul. We can undertake 6t de- 
cline a Jpupwy, carry on or diic<Hitin\i6 an Employ^ 
|iift as We pleafe.-^In the outward A£ts of JteU^ 
gion alfo, the^ Will is her own Miftrefs. We can 
read the Word of GOD, or go to the Place of di^ 
vine Wdrfhip, without any extr^qrc^nary Aid from. 
aboVe.-^-^But in Matters which arf more intimately 
cowered, with our Salvation, the Cafe isi widely 
difFercal; 

What fays our famous ojd Poet Spmfn-f Amidffi 
all his ric)^ Fancy aj^d bright Imagery, He fpeaka 
as plainly upon this Suhje^t^ a$ Therm* ^ ferioua 
Friend.. 

Ne kt the Man afcribe it to his Skilly 

That thorough Grace has got the ViSiory. 
Ifm^ Strength We have^ it is to III; 
BtUalhheG^d is GOD'S, tiePtwerandehtiemtk 

Tier. This wants Confitmatioiu More auth«a«- 
ttc Confirmation, than the fancifol Flighty of a 
Pa^t. 

i^. Would You have a Perfon dalight HhgM£ 
in the LORD; take pleafure in Devotion ; and 
fet his Affe&ions on Things above ? — All this is 
both his Duty and his Intereft. But alas ! His In- 

Vou II. . R clinations 
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clinations gcsurltate the qoixe cotkttiiiy Ws2i^ iMis^ 
Will is in the Condtdcm 6{ that di&teSki Wioman^ 
K^h^ was bntueddattm tvUbv Spirit af irtfirmkyj^ and- 
tould in no wife lift up Htrfelf*^ Cojrruption^ 'like 
a'ftrong- Bias influenceSy or -father; lik«iSi heavy 
Moumairt'oppreffes bis Mind. NeithercanHtihak:©. 
olfFthe Propenfity, orftruj^le^aWayfrcmm^^theioad : 
until Grace, iikwighty Griace^ interpafes for hir 
Releafe.-^/rA^r^ //S'^ SPIRIT of the LORP is^ 
/86wvv and there ^lonev iV- £/^»Yy + y that Ca^ied 
and glorious Liberty,- wKicH is notthc comnian. 
Privilege of all Men, but the high Prer<^ative oC 
the Children of G O D. 

' Woiild You have a Pefrfcin apply^ t^ theVgreat 
REDEEMER j apply with a real' Aridr of Der 
lire; z^ Bartimicus of oldj ox t%.Q SyrQpboemcian'tAfh' 
thcr ? Counting all Things but Dung, for tlic tmtd^ 
cendertt 'Exeeltency of €HRiSTf~T{> 46 this, 
fs to p fiefs true Wifdbm ; and the only Expedient^ 
to acquire true -Happineft. But the h«m4i> Wiil 4^ 
like the withered Arra i cannot fl retch fortb^Melf 
to-,the all-graciotis SAVIOUR'- cannot l;>unger 
and> thirft after his everlaiJing Rlghteoufnefs ind 
infinite Merit: eaiia<>e., do. this, till ,rfie .SA- 
VIOUR Himfelf fpeak« Power into the enfeeUed^ 
jtfe' pervm-id. pacuky. — If Ypu think: oth^rwiifej 
try the. Experiment. Perfuade Men to this mQf^" 
fary Pr^dtiee. . Urge the moft W(eigbty Argwoi^nt^ ; 
deyife the moil pathetic^ ExpoftulaEioiis : '^ ler-^Zeal 
exert all her Force, and Rhetoric eniploy all Ijtr 
Art. " Without beij^g a Prophet, I dare venVui^e to 
foretel the Iffue. Difappointment*, repeated Dif- 
appointmentSj, will convince You-^That our Di- 

. • iukexiii. lu .^ f zCov.ui. 17. 
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viie MASTER knew; what He (kid, wheii H9 
folemtily deblared; ^^0 Man mn smc to Me^ except 
ih F4Tff£Ry which hatifeni Afe^ draw Him *, 
•^TfrThit OJtirChJurc^ has. not tfiug;ht Vs ta play the 
HjrpocritiBy when She teaches Us.tQ coi;ifefs^ ^^ W^ 
*i he tiid and ^ofin^ with the Chain of.Qur Sim.^/ 

Sifr. Are We Slaves then? Will. Ghrijiianiiji[ 
fend Us to feel^ our Brethren, in the Miiies or ii| 
the Galiiei? 

JJ^, Chriftianity does not/end^ hut ^nd Us there. 
There, orJn:a worfe Slavery f**— It is doubtlefr ^ 

' : • ' .' -. • •' }P9i| 

^ j9hyuU: Iti3 not faid, Tlie FATHE!^' 
drhftst h^ii draivi: not hy violent, irratjonaL eomjpul- 
Ave Nieans ; but by clear Conviftioh, Tweet rerfuattOBy 
and Indacements Tutted to a reafbnabl^ Being. Theje ^' 
the Cords of a Beaft> ^kefe of ^ jl^ah. So tbqt We ^9 
notafled upon as Clodh*W!^k» or .^niJoenced -a? mert^ 
Machines, bat made <wilUng in. tie Pay of his Power^ 
Tfal, ex. 3. — This Point is ftatcd, with great Propriety, 
and eqtial Cleimefs, in our tenth Article. ^* Th^ Cohl 
^< diticm of Man, after the Fall oi jidam^ is fach, thai 
^* He can^o^ ti^ri^ and prepare Himfelf by his own na- 
** tural ^treng^th and good Works, to J^aith and calling 
** upon GOD. Wherefore, Wje have no Power to do 
*^ gbbd Wdrte, pjcafant and acceptable *o GQP, 
" wWiouttheGmce.of.Gap by CffiS/^Tprevent- 
" JnglJs, that W;eniay~haviB a goodwill; and work-p' 
** iing with Us when We have that good Will.'^ 

t St. Paul {^ys of Chriftiamy andreckons ttfmfelf iq 
the Number, that naturally il^tf fi^ed (not lutMn^^ 
biit MiHo^l*?. were ^bfojute Slaves to) diiftrs tufts ^nd - 
Pleafyfes, Til. iii. 3. The whole Verfe is very rem^k-; 
able, and nothingcin be more appofitc to Af^afis*^ Pur-' 
pofe. It (hews Us, What'T^^r were by Natqra*\?hp 
through Grace hecame livirig .Images of the D}efie4 
GOD. . ;: / 

.This mortifying Doftrine is often acknowledg^jl by 

our Church. Thus begins one of her public Supplica^ 

J^ a ^, '^ ' tio^? J 
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moll ahjca State, to wear tlic Vokfe,^atid tnicKfeljIr 
Chains. Yet fucli, I apprehend, is thrStitt 6(-iiBr 
Minds by Nature. . To prove this, We nefeil'ncJt gi- 
down to the loweft Ranks of Life, fi^fiy ^tt 
migt^t iay wi th the Prophet, are poor ; the/e afefibKJIri 
ibijf bavi not known the Jfay of the L ORD^ iiat^m' 
j.H4gm^ ^f ^^^^^ GOD. — / win get Wlfljcre- 
fore to the great Men ♦, and examine thdir T3!f- 
pofition. 

Have You aot kttowa Pcrfons of the greatcft In- 
trcjiidity, ^nd firmeft Refolution, hurried away by 
their Lufts, as ''^ a roiling Thing before the Whirl- 
•*. wind, t ?'* ?^^hap6, they were bold enough, jto 
face Danger, and defy the Sword, in theJfYcld.pf 
Battk* Y«t» were 110 more ^^Ic ta renounos me 
WBffiton Allttreaftents of Beauty, or r the ib^ SoIicita«« 
tiohs of Plcafbre; than the Moth can forbear flut- 
tering about the Flame, even though it fingcs hW 
Wings, and is fcorxihing her I;q death,-^Qt}ier^, 
pofiefled of a refined Imag^Qation, difdatn the^grofs 
indulgencies of SenfaaUtyi yet are Slaves to/iiieir 
own domineering Paffipns* They are blown into the 
moft intempwale Rage, mi puflied on to the n(K>ft 
extravagant Adions, by every little ruffling Aqci* 
dent. They fee die Meanmfh which fuch ^n un- 
governable Spirit argues.; they feel the Mifery^ 

which 

<i6n8 ; Ahd^ty GOZ>» 1x960 eihne .ct^ft ^der tte ^trmfy 
Witts and JfiSifins of Judul Man. It teems. We cannot 
determine oar own "wrilsy nor regulate onr o^ Afiec- 
tionis. \<^hat h diis But Bondage ?— What ^Mes this bc^ 
token I IfV^bat does this imply ? 

■■ But Idpfed Ptmers entbraiti 

£j Sin to foul es^bitane Defires? 

MiLTOK, Boofeill^ 
• Jcr. ir« 4> 5. t Ifi"* ^i^* '3* 
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v|ii(^ (M^ i^terjodl Tqnpefts create; nay, they 
rj^^iy^ tq A^pp^fe the lo^etuo&ty of their Temper^ 
Yet>,.liKe ^ Feather bore away by the Torrent, 
tb<7 yield to th^ very firft Provocation, and are as 
f^riqu/ly r^lRiotfuI as ever.— VJTill Y6u call theji 
^^tp^s iofi^ t>ecai»fe,thek Tafk-mafters and theff 
Tyxantpar^io4ged within^? Becaufc theFetttts 
.s^e;forg€^9 npt for the me^ner^ but for the immoir 
tal Part of their Nature ? ' 

7Xi?r. Let Us paft to the JffeMonu Thefc arc 
to t;hc Soul, what Wings are to the Eagle, or Sails 
to the Ship. Thefe always ftand ready, to catc^ 
the Gales of Intereft, arid to fpring at the Signal 
of Reafon. 

Afp. b ! that they did !~But, ' if tfce Wings are 
clojgged with Ktire; if the Sails are difproportiooied 
to the Ballaft ; what Advantage Will accrue, either 
to the Animal, or. to the Veffel ?— The One wiH, 
probably, be overfet in the Voyage ; the Other 
inuft lie groveling oft the Grounds 

Ther. Defire feettis to be the firft, which ** opens 
■*' the i/tduth, or moves the Wing, or peeps f/' 
Dcfire is afiive as a flame, and ever in Purfliit of 
Happinefs. 

Jfp. What if your Flame, inftead of fliooting up- 
wards, Ihould point its invMid Spires to the Earth ? 
Would not this be ftrange, and a Sign of great Dif- 
ordcr ? — ^Q 0*I> is the Center of Perfe£ki^n,,^**d the 
^urce of Felicity.. All that is amiable in itfelf, is 
^ompretjended in GOD^, AH that is beneficial to 

Rg ys. 
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Vafcuntwr 'Pomint. . pElis. 

t Ifai. X. 14* 



i^ ftlAtbCrUfe till 

Us, prcJcccds from O O DV Dd bur Defirci unl^ 
fonrily //Wto this fupcf-toccllcnt Beimg?' Do ottf 
Wifliesi terminati in the Enjoyment t>f his ever-glo- 
tiousMaj^fty? Alasl We iare naturally efti-ahgca 
from Him : * We co^t ttd Cottithiinion with' Hirh. 
We arc wedded to Trifles^ and dote upon Vani^. 
But id GOD Wi/ay^itis cvidferitiy the Lairigtiage- 
df our Condu{k-^Depart from Us j tf^i ^tfirt mt the 
Knowledge of thy Ways *. 

If Defire is the Firft-born ;imohg the Affeftions^ 
bbferve it in Children. There it appears in its Dawrl, 
and has moft of pureNature**— See, how thofe FKes^ 
exulting in the funny 6leam, vibrate ^vith all the 
"Rapidity of Motion their little Wings f ! So prompt 
and expedite J, are the Defires of Children, to any 
corrupting Diveffion. — ;See, how fluggifhly* that 
Snaily crawling forth amidft the refrefliing Moiflrure, 
drags her flow Length along. So dull j|, if not re- 
luctant, are the Difpofitions of oiir Children, to 
any improving Exercife. Rewards will hardly wiii 
• them to the latter 5 the Rod can hardly deter them 
• from the former.— And None, None bat QOD^ 
*^ by his fpecial Grace preventing tjiem. Can put 
^^ into their Hinds good Defires §.^' 

' ^^ 

♦ Job xxii 14. 
. + The Wings of a Fly are fiippofed to have the fiiick^ 
Mption, of any material Subftance which lives. And if 
they mjike, as Naturalills imagine, fome Hundreds of 
Vibrations in a Second of Timfe, I think, thfere can bfe 
no Competition in the Cafe. 

X This h what the Gre^s call ^^i»f[td^. Whicli» with 
ia Propriety not to be equalled by any Tranflation, «x- 
prcfles bdth the^fr^vtptiiwie of the Agent, ^ aod t^t J/n* 
^uify of th^-A^ion. Jas sail, 10. 

II Nu^poi y-cfovsPe. Heb. V. ||, 
i Cc/J:JI for Eafter-Vay. 
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% ovirLeye underbcttjcr Regulation ? — How cafUy 
>C€ Wt captivated with a fair Complexion and gracc- 

i{\fi FaW} efpecially, when fet off with the Dcco- 
tatipnj of Dreffi-, But how iittje affeded with the 
JS^fWty.of internal CHaradier; with^e Orn^imenfs 
^ 'of Yiftue, iuA the "Graces of Chrijlianity ?■ Can It 

i be .fuppofedi^ that the Pulfe of the Soul beats regu- 

larly'; where there is fuch a pofflonate Fondmfe for 
fading Embellifhmcn ts, and fuch z,^cDld Indifferehce 
for the inoft fubftantial Endowments ? — How eafily 
are We fmitten'with Riches * and Splendour ! How 
•ourHeajTts dance under a Scnfe of Diftlnftion, Sti- 
:periori(5(, pr Preferment ! Yet how backward to love 
that infinitely loving and lovely REDEEMER, 
who would die Himfelf, rather rhan We (hould be- 
^rome a Prey to Death !. Tinder Wp afe, perfcft 
Tinker to the Sparks of irrational and difTolute Al- 
feftion. Harder than Adamant, colder than fee, 
to this heavenly Flatne. 

Tbif. If oin- Love is blrnd, out Fear has not loft 
lier Eyes* Fear is quick of Apprehenfion : and, in- 
ftead of being ftupidly infenfible, is ready to *' rife • 
*' up at the Voice of a Bird f." 

jffp. The Paffion of Fear is fuflRciently aflivc, but 
deplorably mifappUed. — ^We fear the Reproach of • 
Men. But are We alarmed at the View of that 
everlafting Shame^ which the LORD, the righte- 
ous Judge, fhall pour upon the Ungodly ? We (hud- 
der at .the .drawn Dagger, ajid Hand appalled at the 
' |l 4 head- 

• On this Account, bccaufe We iire naturally Lovers 
of Riches, of Pleafure, and of the World, wore than of 
•GOD oar SAVI0UR> the Scripture airaignj Us a^ 
Adnhtrers and Adidurajfes, Jumcs iy. 4. 
f Ecclef. xii. 4. 
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]ieadlong,Bfecipk)C» Bjiit h<fteif]t^ii!MlrluaviWe defied 
the Sword ttf al«%b(y y^og§9M9>r{Md fyaxfei op* 
on llie£i^ink of irr«t|-ie«?iWe.Ffrditf4j|i^ u ^i ^'> .o.-^ 
$/> is ijtie mi>ft peroiciou$yoC,«A;£^^i( SiiarfuboK'?. 
lates the divine Comiiw\df.Jmd<pfQiF«ke»MhA lUsite^t v 
MAJESTY. Sin offers D«ftH<» «o Jkkct »MW 
S P I R I T, And tf wpJ^s ^fm .th!^. Bio^.pLyji^. 
SUS. . Fcur Sin, the Traofgfeifor ^ baotfce* iMm 
the bU&fnLPreienceoii Q.QD^ md^dtootiffii tQ^iwidl 
with inextmguifiiaMe;B44riii^9^r . Doi W«4rcadthb 
^tffft/ i)^f^^ :pf our Happincfe.? DreadatncOdi^ 
Ihan any Calamities, more tb^iaU Pl^gues^j^^Tahe 
one of thofe ^x^J^ayr-dukcs^^klii glovir^ith.fiHA 
an inviting Scarlet, on ]^>fider/£i{mlEbr« . Offerxit 
to the BiacM^ir4r tW% ferextades it$.&ofiKitbG«no^ii<^ 
bouring £lni. T^a Creature, tbong^fond^Tidio 
Dainty, will fly from your P*nd, as teftHy «K frtoi 
a levelled Fowling-piece. FJe Ail^^ls a Defign^^ 
on his Libierty 3 and therefere will endure suif £ic* 
tremity, will wen ftarve. to death, rather than taftc 
the OTj/? tempting Delicaoy in .fuch feaj&ardoiis Giu^ 
cumifamces. — Ar$ WiC equally fearful of' «n ioS- 
nitely greater Danger ? Do We fly, with equal So- 
licitude *, from the dclufive but dcftruftive Wiles 
of Sin^i Alasi Do not We too often JkvifU&w AKe 
Baitf errerr when 'We plainly "diftovejr the ;;fatal 
Hook? Do'Wc riot /«^7/£* the fojibidd'cn..trHit, 
though Confcience remonftratesi; though G'OD 
prohibits ; I though De4Uh etermA €hrfeatehs f * . | ^ \ 
■ ' ■ ' ' - ■■ ' '■ / .".;,.. ;.//' th^^ 

byali iinowyinoos Letter, when thetP^pifts had fcriB«d 
a Plot agaiftft his Life, fhoialJ^be the. f^At^'^.ourdCfiiii ' 
daft on fuch an Oiccafioiji Ft^J. Pwg^^^ti-^niim^' 
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» Ther. ^CWWciajce Acrt, according te ydiar own 
AcQ0liI1«^>^h^i Wetpcd Ae^eAcr^ Sbipwrecfc. Con- 
fcience is G G D*^ Vkiigereiit m the Soul, anid exe- 
cutcs^berOfficefai^uUy.' '&^ftn ihkQ^ntAesJheiu 
tb^Jf^l^tbfiiwv mritiinlH th^ir Hearts^iheir Con* , . 
fcitm ^(f^Uaf^ wiifii^iyanA^ihtirThdUgBts the mem 
whHXaifii^Jtngffy^ eife i^&a^g cfii an&ther *• ^ 

\4/f. If ^here^be iiny R«tiift>n^ <if th€ divme Image, 
p8tha$i6t * they »*e tt> bfe fdmi^ in the 6onA:iencc. 
Bttticveotkifi k noi extpf* from the eon^moh Ruin. 
— »Confider it$X//<6/; If i« tikfea dim Taper^ feebly 
gKrfirifertdg ; ^ajttdAjuft ftMstgti^ make the barknefs 
vijSU*. iQr^ if ,it difcovei^j it dHcovfers only an 
obfcTini05oEiething> We know not Mat. ^ Which,"' 
mSssHdol inSaming^ tztmiizts \5^y ahd ihfiead of ^ 
gttrdi nig, bcwil4?«s Us . As falfe ind delufory Liglits' ; 
omthd Shorej fhit^ CSieat ujwm the Mariner ja6<f, * 
inifetaixrf diaaingilim to Safety, miflead fafim in- 
to Dhx^gcr f •-^ottlWer its Opitrirtions. It'fe'eftlJei' ' 
duit^ or dead^ or. both. Dumb\ 6r elle how* ve^ 
hjeiiieh.dy iwouid it iiphraW Us, for our fhooking 
In|jnrti4»de to<Air SupreaueOnmipotent BENE- 

' ' > Factor? 

"•■}" y I i ' • i. • ■ ' • 

f /2<Vff» ii* ^5^ Metbinks* I would not traiiflatft the 
Word ySiotfy the r^ean ^whiU^ but aitnna$ely <^ interchan^ 
fihty ac^ufiiig or iexcuAng ; fomctimes one> fometimcs the 
otHer ; In Gmfbrjnhy'to the different ClrciMn dances of. 
th^IrvTeAipev and Beh^btir; 

t Thiai iee^s to ihaive been tke Cftfi jfitfc the Ikettim 
World, ^ Conscience arsaigned, and found them guilty. 
This' put them upon praftiiing their ahominabU^ fome- 
times their inhuman Idolatries. — Nay^. this induced them 
to invent A'Ad prep^t^ ^^^ im^ioas Klifreprefenta- 
tiohs ol 'the liiarry. /That, they might a^eath the 
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FACTOR? How loudty wouU ft ioM^ 
againft our ftujud Negled of fpiritual Intereftn 
ixxd eternal Ages ? Dead; othlsrwife h6w fceea}^^ 
Nvouldit fmart, when gafhed with' Wouiids*— -m^ii- 
rous, as our repeated Violations of the divine^i^^r 
^•^deep^ as the hotrid Aggravations of our various 
Iniquities. ^ -T 

Ther, Do You call this an Anfv^et to xiiy!)Qfe- 
^ftion, Afpafio ? If it be an Anlwer, it refembles, 
in Point of fatisfaftory Evidence, the Light which 
You afcribe ttnto the Confdehce. 

Afp. The Gentilesy We own, flievtr the Work^ bit 
not the Love of the Law, written on their Hearts. 
Some leading Notices of Ri^t and Wrons they 
have : fome fpeculative Stridures of Good ana Evil* 
But without a real Abhorrenei of the One, or a: oa*^ 
dial DeU^t in the Other. Which, far fi^m e«tt6- 
bling their Nature, far from vindicating their ^rae«r 
tice, argues the exceeding Depravity of the foitiie^, 
and renders the latter abfolutely without £x6ufe* 

No ; You fay, Confcience excufes the Heathens. 
Rather, their Confcience bean witnefs to the Equity 
of the Law; while their Thoughts make fome vrc^k. 
Apology *, for the Tenour of their Condufl:. ^ This 
is far from acquitting,, far from juftifying thenurr** 
Befides, thefe v/eak Attempts toexcufe, ate always 
founded on Ignorance. Did they know themfeives, 
their Duty, or their G O D, Confcience wouM, 
i^^ithout the leaCft Hefitation, brip^ in her Vcr^ic}, 

' Guiity, 

• The Wordisit^oXoIe^tff, figmfyij;ig the ///mr//bf 

^ accufcd Perfontb vindicate Hiitfelf^; not iwi/zaf^vptk^^y, 

the DepdRtion of a Witnefs, attefting his InDOCencj*'^ 

' much lels ^utenua-ai^ut^ tht Sentejta of a Jud^e, pronouiJ- 

cingHim upight. 
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^ <5irfftfi— The Apoftte aflUre* Us, that, till Faith, 

9 whicii Is 'a divine Principle^ takps" place in our 

5 B^eafts, '*^ theMifkl and Confcieme are defiled*. 

I Hei«, «id elfewhesre, pkinty intiinatiiigr; that the 

[ CoiifciBnde if evH^ ami ever will be-«vU,. till it is 

, firnMed wiHj the Bldodtf CHRIST i. 

it accufes fome, and it ought to accufe, yea, to 
xroridemn'All'J; But«vcA Here it evidences itfelf 
to' be cbrrupt* .For; its Accuiktions are fomctimes 
f^t^eneous |(, -andno be«*r tfaanfalfe Witnefs ; fome^ 
times partial §, and fuborned by Appfedte; anS 

-•'/•'■'*'"•' ^" •■ " very, 

' ■ '. , -. ' ' ^ 

* ^ • JTit, 1. 15- ^ . .+ ^^^* ^- ^^' . » 

i. ^e Apoftte, 1 thinkj ihtimateis as mucli, in the 
Vtty peculiar Tuhi tff hik Expreffion, u xa» wKoy^ft^nai, 
acoa£ng ^r ^i^^x npdoghdng. Al though the latter was "a 
firMngeA3^\ qqiteunexpedled, and utterly unxeafonabley 
in Creatures altogether Decome abominablp. 

II Erroneous — What elfe was that grand Article in the 
Atdifations of Conicience, mentioned^ with fuch parti- 
cuhtr Diilin£lion» by Virgil \ 
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'AdmoneU ^ ynagnd ttftatur Voce per Umbrar^ 
Difcitt Juftitiam nkniti^ ^ non temnere Divos* 

iFor Men to de/fije fuch dunghil, worfe than danghil Dei- 
ties,' had been their Virtue If done, and was th^ir Duty 
-to do.^-*What elfe was that Voice of Confcience, men- 
tioned by our LORD, Jjl$hn xvL 2. or that, jconkfftd 
by the Apoftle, Jm xxvi. 9. 

§ Partial — Othen^'ife, how could the moft celebrated 
among the antient Heroes applaud and pradife, that exe- 
crable Crime, Self-murder? — How could their firft-rate 
Hiflorians extol and almofl confccrate, that diabolical 
Principle of A£lion, Pride?'—How ooxxld their ableil 
Teachers of Morality, not only tolerate, but eftablilh 
•the Error, by negl eftlrig* to find (o much as a Name f6r 
that kmrable Virtue, fiumillty? Or, which is ftill worfe, 
fcy ufmg the Word to itgnify a difrrgertuom fordid ^xi&ix.^. 

and 
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take £fi«£):, they prddui^e^ico Fituit thkt jfloMily 
g6oct. They work not « genuint' jj^uobrlflitiohl ot 
zn unleignedhRiepeneaiice $ bucchheriaAaiifli Dd^arf 
of GOD, as a fevcre Jadge; or Haefe4^ ilim^ 

as an inexorable Enemy* • , ' - «;,. .,. -. • 

it poffible for the hmnan Heart to admit^Atf;}}. emvr- 
mous, almoft incredible Wickedntfs?> 

A/p. You may well be aftoniihed, TWni;. tmd 
GOD may juftly demand ; 'ff^at Irdquky bam tia^ 
People' found iti ine J that they are gone far from me * ? 
*' I created them out of Nothing, and endowed 
*f them with an immortal Soul. As a Father, I 
" have provided for them. As a NiirfejT'have 
*^ cherilhed them. — ^I have given them thr^Eahh^ 
" and the Fulnefs thereof, for thijirprefeiitf^iftaidiii- 
*' modation. I have prepared Heaven,' ^iri^ifiBh- 
•' fpeakable Happinefs, for their future Enjoyment. 
*< AH my Creatures do them Service, iuM Wc« 
** my Angels minifter unto theit'Ooodi-^^^d they 
** defire greater Demonftrations of 'nty Love? I 
** have given, what was dearer /to me than all 
^ Angels, than all Worlds.: t hav^gfven my 
^< SON from my Bofoni, to die in theiifStcad^ 
*^ Would they have farther Evidences- dP^iitt-dit- 
'«' t|nguiftied Itcgard ? iBehoId'!^,t.o<i^^tlie Moun- 
**' ta^s, and they fmoke : I look upori ihfe'Earlh, 
*„* and it trembles : Icaft even the Princes' of Hea- 
'** vcn, when they break my Law, into Chains of 
••• -r--.. - , ^ '....> ;..."; Dark- 

- dtttti an alyea dafi^fy Spirit, %r immidy \fattm imfi^ 
rkioTy pdrfffk humilia, at que a^ Uotieftak remota. iQam. 
Nep. in Pnef. Onu; a^ T«9rmoL%i ««l Wi«xa^il3A&l *iifr. 
Xenoph. I>e Inft. Cyr, Lib. vii. 
* Jer. ii. 5. 
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c^^Daittncfr;' But to difebe^ient aad jrcbellioM 
^ MtHy (l-^ cohdefcead to a^ as a Suf^icant* 
•^i Thotighlii^hljF iB}ttf«d^ t*ad-horriWy ^ffroat^jd, 
^^'i ttfiiiik tlhem^^agaifi: and agaia Ibtb^eh thmf^r^ 
«i<li^iJig; Bb^ye R^rco^rciDiii TO QDD.t*^ 

To hate * fuch a GOD,' is indeed the*moft4«* 
tiftatte' IfApfljerf^ ahtioft kiefedibk Wick^dttefs. 
Yom'llSan,' fbbiifli Mail, pra&i^' ttvis- Impiety^ 
whenever, for the Sake' of a vile Lufl^ a^ igiiobje 
Pleaiure^ bt an unraifPaffidn^ He tranfgreflesthe 
^oiSMiiand of Ilia CREATOR-, . ) 

" ShM I exemplify the DoSrine, in ai^tHcr of the 
AflfcfiHonfir? 

.-^u,-: i. .,. :...>, , , . .... ^_. 

rTZfr-.tl^iTruth, Afpij^^pJ^ begin ^o be fick of the 
SuJy^i^ , If .hvman,Na:tHrc is fo ulcerated, the le6 
ypif j^ux^feit tlm ttf^t^ei; — Hp^ever^ let us not quite 
«initrti^.i^/i(^/J& Appetii^, . ... 

^, Pf ^bis.W^ b»y^;^l^My ^^!?f?^ a &ide-vieiif ; 
if y^i^ chopfje,ta.fee it in fuller Proportion,, make 
ypuf.fObftryat^on /pn J^ervidus. — Fervidus comes 
hcM&e in j^Jlage,, See his fierce indignant Eye! 
Majdc his wild irregular Gait ! Now, his Chedc 
kind^^s into-jFlame ; in a Moment, it is pale as 
the Corpfc^. . fli$ Lips quiver) and Words ^c half 
,ciiaake4Jn.|thclr .U$texance. ..Yet, though He qua 
bar^Jy,ipe^k, He. vipws Revenge, and utters Im* 
pec^tiops^fr-What, I befeech You, is the Caufe 
• #f all thi^^WPHdrovs Ferment i Why truly, a Ncigh- 
. ; , ^ hour 

^ Hatred of GOD is ib /hocking an Exprcffion, diat 
aone woh]4 ahsoaft wifliy neverrtoheiaror readk. But it 
occurs in oar uneniiig Book; is too often exetnpMed in 
conteoo .Xiife;> and is engraven by corrapt J^ature on 
every human Heart. . See Rom* i. 19* .Mx^d. ix, 5. 
J9bn XY. z$n Jkm, rhi, 7. ' 
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bodr his drop( fom^ reflcfSliHg Ulttt^ or^ Sernnt 
basbluadefed in fome triflmg Meffage. Siich Ufagie^ 
Firviduftiji^ is intolerable ; an^ fueh N^gHgdnee 
^iiipil'dMiabte^'^^l'his* fame Fgrviduf 'hfts 6ffei^ 
naihberlefs' Affronts to hrs MAKER^ He^liM 
moft fcandaloufly neglefted th« Will of Ms^ Almighty 
LORD ; yet fetis no Indignation ogainft Himfi^ 
—He is all Fury, when his own Credit is touched. 
Bufc when the Intereft of CHRIST is woun<(edi^ 
He can fit unconcerned, or pafs it off with a I^^ugtK 
•^Anger, I acknowledge, is fometimes becoming 
andufeful. But is /ifrii its right Temperatare? ^Us 
its proper Application ? \ j ^ , i /, 

Ther. This ij. the Pra<aice only of fome few tor* 
hulent and boifterous Spirits. To fiiddJe Aivif^Qna^ 
lities upon €Viry Perfon, is a Procedure juft at eqiii^ 
table, as the Madman's ^ Calculation wari-ejifow* 
able J who took an Account of every Ship^i tirbidt 
entered the Harbour, and fet it down fot -liis owii. 

Jfp, The latter Part of my Charge, I fear^itoafi** 
plicable to more than a few.— However; let '0s c©k* 
fider the moft calm and fedate Minds. Mem arb ^;tef 
affs£)ed' under Injuries ? Do they^nevcr. aggsavate 
Failings into Crimes ? Do they find it eafytcuikhk 
ftain from every Emotion of ill-uviiif Ea(y to iave 
thtiT Enemies, and do Good to Thofc' who ha£ei 
them ?* Thefe godlike Tempers, if Jour Naeuje'twal^ 
not degenerated, would be the fioni^fUDUiPrtgiuQt 
of the Soul. £ut now, alas 1 they iar6 not raUibd^ 
without much Difficulty j- feldom come to any conr 
fidcrable Degree of Eminence; aevet arrive at a 
State of true Perfefiion. An undoubted. Prooii iC^j; 
they a^re Exoth, not ^ativ^ of jt^e SoiU . l . . 



in 



at i«ill!p^!:6W^lbe 'A^rrf Han^J, which crufibc^ tbem ; 

A§4^mb«!iffi ^Ij^ftfwfr Foot> which tramplci^ on tbenu 
li S#^l| H^as tht ^Q»ign XJwdua of our LORD* 

t H« ftIwj»ys^^<if<JftiM« Evil with Good. Wh«n hii? 

|[ I?iUQi{tf^s;difi:^ard€idliim» in his bitter Agony, He 

I made th^ 4<W^ Excuie for their ungrateful Stupi* 

I d)tj ** When hU Enemies^ with uriparaUeled Bar.-, 

bifcifity,' ^Ut his very Blood ; He pleaded their Igno* 
ranoe» as an Extenuation of their Guilt f w — I^ th^ 
fkixtfi Spirit in Us^ which was alfo in our Divine 
MASTER ? Then are our Paffions rightly poifed,, 
and duly (eaipered. But if Refentment kindles, and 
AnipdO&ty rankks in our Hearts ^ this is an infal]ibl« 
Sign, that Wefwerye from our SAVIOUR's Pat- 
tern; .confequentlyy are fallen from our primitive; 
Rectitude. 

^ir. Wh^t fay You of the Fancy ? This fure, if 
no other Faculty, retains the primitive Re£litiide. 
WJnt Pi£kures does fhe form^ and what Excuriioni^ 
does ihe make ? She .can dive' to the Bottom of the 
Ocean ^ cap foar to. the Height of the Stars v and 
walk upon the Boundaries of Creation. 
. Afpi - That the Fancy is lively and excurfive, I 
readily .grant* It can out-travel the Poft, or out-fly 
tho EagJc ' But if it travel,, only to pick Shells ; or 
fly abroad, to bring home Mifchiefy then, I apprct 
hend, though You fhould admire the Faculty, You 
will hardly be in Raptures with its Agency.— This 
is the real Truth. Our Fancy^ till, divine Grace 
regulate and exalt its Operationis, is generally cm*- 
ployed in picking painted SheIls,or cullingvenomoiis 
• ' . Herbs. 

^ Matt. xxvi. 4U . f Luke xxili^ 34. 



Herbs. Wimmng (a9 tke P!ropli«r¥0vy ckgdOflt^ «Ki 
no XthmaSAj defcribes die Cdr) fh Sfttkr^sittiiti^ 
9t haahing Ctciairiat Eggf^. Bdkd in AroMft -aip- 
furd Impeitinencies ; or aAing iir S^ulaiioAy ' dMe 
vileft Iniquities. That, which fliould be « Gi^dem 
inckftd^ a P^nfatn fedii \y ioi Atf PRIKCE of 
Peace, is the ThorotighfanK of Vanity. — And cvtAi 
when We ire renewed from ibove. Of hoM^ necd^ 
hrf is it, to keep an ineellknt Wttch^ and c xeit^ife 
aftrid Dffcipiine, orer this volatile, varribfb^ trttt* 
eherous Ftigrantf ' ^ 

* The Mimory^ i& wcH as die Fancjr, Is impaired ; 
or, if not impaired, \t d^bauthed. Why elfe db& k 
fo firmly r^/tf/» the Impreffions of ah InjtH^;' biit^ 
*afily /^f //^ the R^mtoibranc^ of a Benefit? Atiy 
Idle Fopperies, which footh our Vanhy, and inenesib 
dur Corruption, cka^ to theThpughts, t^ thtTCJd^ 
tious Burr to our Clothes. Whife the noble Truths 
oir the Gofpcl, and the rich Mercies of a graciotts 
<j O D, Aide away from the Miirf (as Water fhwto 
the Feathers of a Swan) an* leave no laftiftg Ti^ 
behind them. This double Pervefiene(s is veiy ear* 
phatically, &nd too truiy repreTented by y^timi^i 
tian a Maid forget her Ornaments^ or a Bride hef M- 
tire? Tet my People havi forgotten me^ Days kmt%^ 
mumber J. — If We hear a loofc Hint,' or itad an 
hnmodeft Expreffion, they are almoft'^re to fallen 
themfelves on our Memory. If fliafccn dT, Ha^ 
follow Us with a tmublefome Importualty. If w^ 
dhided, aa imwdconte ¥ifitams, they force iteitf- 
Telt«, again and again, upon our ImaginatroH. 
They dog Us to the Clofet ; they haost our moft 
retired Hours ; and too often dtfturb p^r very D6« 
. ^ vodons, 

• |r«« Hx. 5* t Cant« iv. 12. J Jer» li. 3*4 
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'Itt^lpm.^jfTfikmt'mw^ ouv^hat faculty be up^ 
4igfct;ancl ^c«rr(ipie<)<» trliich is a piffitaied &>u^, 
ttr ttmSmit Ae Beoeficial } hut a tk'j^ Sp^e^ to 

, 5Rjr» We|l, iny Frienc!, whatever. Cuilt I at 
ptbers iiave cci^trafte<^ £fcr//^j'> I dare be^pofitivc, 
k none pf ywrs, Human Natiirc has received n^ , 
heigijteiiipjg or adiilatory Toucbea from your Pen* 
fcji. You h^ve ppurtr^y^ lierjoo^ smd hqfify^ 
and cveJry Thing bad but deviliji. 
. -v^. Ai|^ thi.§, -eveii tbi« -Abort>ination, t inu^ 
^ot Ifeicrete^, t dare not cxgejjt.-^^wvy is a deyilifl^ 
Pi^pofi^xm. ^Itiubfifts nowhere^ but in damned 
Spirits, i^diallefi SouU. Yet^ infernal as it is> it^ 
^ ]^p/ound in ^effons qf the moft exahed^Cha^ 
ra6^i^-«The magnftoinious Jojhu^ felt its cancroua 
Toot^ t-. 7i^5 Dif^iples of thebleffed JESUS 
w|rf %ured with its mal^nant Leaven %, Ai\ 
j^9^1e_- 4^1ar«9) , that /^^ ^/^/W^ u^^V^i dvJilleth i$i 
t^i ^H^ ^^ *K^Vy. ii'^ in^petuoufly prone to tha^ 
4t^J)k 'fc^er/ , \ ■ .' ] ' . ' .. \ 

£;?/i^pis,«ofi|'dredly ^ diabolical Pra<?lipe, Yet, 
^w^ unaccountably forward are pur Children, to 
j^ejr j'alfbood ? 4s foon as they are born, they go 

...Yq.v ir;j. , r 3 ;, /..;...■ ?.ft^ay^ 

.- ♦ T^his fl^firk fuggefU 9 ftW Cp^^filttr^io^ of tha? 
fc^cioM Arguxnent, frequently ufed in Bchaif of feme 
fafiionahit but* y^/«/r Diverfions. *• They are inter* 
«« fptrfedi (if lliw AdflWferft) wkM Smtiflnenfifi A^tVir, 
^.titff, md;Mi4i<n».Af..Moxality."— Should We^disH 
the Truth of this, pie j^,; yet the depraved Difpofition o;f 
Jf ankind, is pretty fure to drop the Morality, and carry 
^Way'AeRttwdi-/- 

■ ^ ■ ■ ' ■ ■ '■ ■ thciles imiiandis 
Turpibus ac prtvois umms fymus. 
f ^^l^^ xi. »9. t Matt. XX. 24. U X'^"'^ i^* $«* 
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aftray ; and as foon as they fpeak, they fpeak tfh%\ 
«-I (aid unaccountably. But I recad the Exprbffi^il; 
The Caufe is evident.^ They have loft the In^stgi' 
of the GOD of Truth; and are become likethi^ 
apoftate Spirit, who is a Lyar^ and the Father of it ♦. 

What think You of Matice, of Hate^ mi H^ 
vengef Are they not each a Species, of Murder, ana 
the Seed of the old Serpent? Unlefs, therefoircs 
We are entirely free from all.thefe hell ifli Emo- 
tions, Wemuft, TVe /wK/?.acknowIedge>..thjit the 
Prince of this World f ^^^ his. Party within Us, 
?«Iay ^he Almighty Hand of our GOD cjptirp?*? 
and fubdue it. Day by Day ! , 

You tell me, I ani WwFto/^<fr,-rShould a Perfon* 
who profeflcs Himfelf the Friend of hjs Fellow-cre^«. 
tures, foothe them into ^Jalfe Peace ? I^tould He 
bolder them up in a groundlefs Conceit: of the|r Ex-r 
celJienGy, when they really are no better tlian '* ait 
^* unclean Thing ?"— Shall the. Surgeon aflure his 
Patient, " All is well 5" even when the M^rtificat 
tion has taken place, and the Gangrene is fpreadin^^ 
Thjs were. to refiftc the.firft out of all Benevolencei, 
and to flatter the laft. into his Grave, 
. A Difputant of lefs Complaifance than mjTher^n^ 
would probably aik, with a contemptuous Sneer { 
** Have You then been drawing your own Piihirel? 
-^-To Whom I wotrid .reply, with Confufion an^ 
Sorrow, "J have." Alledging this only, to modft^ 
rate my CmfnJion\. That I am daily feeking, by Prayer 
and Watchfulnefs, more and more u put off^tbisM 
Map^ which is cort;upt according to the (feceitfid Ltffi^% 
And,, to alleviate my Sorrow^, I ^^e^deav^r^ 
continually, to. i^^wnemt ex i That^iowiveiiunwortkf 
. ^ I 

• John viii» 44. if. John xlv, j*. | Eph. if» U^ 



% a«]l, *dtltef«r vae I majTliaire been, ftiy adoi-ed 
R E0E £ M E R's Ri^htcoufnefe is perfeft ; and 
^ffMs RigfcfteoUfnefs every BeHeveris to make his 



- n^K So- then Man is WiAd in hJs Ujiderftariding 5 
pcrverie in his Will ; drfordtfriy rti his AfFeftions 5 
^fluenced' by Difpofitions, which are? partfy brutal j 
trvi parrtj^ diabolical.—*-! have often heard You extol, 
m Terms of fcigh Admiration, the Virtue of Humt- 
Hiy. You have laviflied' all the Riches of Eloquence^ 
when hirffanguing on Poverty Of Spirit. If fuch be 
the Condition of Mankind, they have infinite Caufe 
to be poor in Spirit. They muft, therefote, havtf 
*»^Ex(6dlchcy left ; and accoriing to your own Ac- 
count, -a very'difKnguifting one^ 
' j^.' Scarce any Thing difplays, in a more glar- 
ing' Iright, the extreme Depravity of Man', than hh 
ftroitg Propenfity Xo Pride ; notwithftanding fo much 
VUencfsr, and fo many Deformities.^— Should the 
iioifonie Le^er admire' the Beauty of his Complexion^ 
or the impotent Paralytic glory in the Strength of 
kis Srnew3 ;, Would th^y hot be miftaken, even to 
«i Degree of Sottiflin^fs and Frenzy ? Yet,' for Man'^ 
fallen Man, who has loft his original Righteoufnefs, 
whidi was the true Ornament of his Nature ^ Who 
is bfecoiiie fabjeft to baft and fordid Lufts, ' or, as 
'th^ Apoftle fpeaks, // earthly and fenfual — for Him 
to be proud, is' ftill more abfurdly wicked* And ' 
iirtce this is the Cafe, I fcaririot acquit Him from 
"iht laft and heavicft Article of the (acred Writer^s 
Charge 5 I have i. frefh and more cpnvincing Proof, 
*at We do ffifn 'no Wtong, whcrf We calf his 
,Natur'e, his Difpofition, his Wydom^^de^ilijh ^, 

- S 2 fbn, 

••'Jattrei'iS.' 15* 
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Tber. Why do Yo4 *fcckbrt ?fiie kn tinlvfeHkllf 
^prevailing Corruption ? I fee no Ofonnd fe»ritlcK'a 
dilhonouraUe Sufpicion. I hope, I -myfelf atn alei 
Inftanco of the contrafry. To tingui^rdedSalHt)^.^ 
I^affion, to feveral other Faulta,' I confeft ^W 
fubjed% But cannot think, that 1 am-^oud.- 

Jfp. Ah! Ther^n^ if You waa^ not ptt^otidy You 
^ouid not l^e paffionate* Unraafonable Anger^* 
w^s proceeds from an over-weening Opioionof ^tr 
ownWordi.-*«^ne who, baftdes his acquired Kncnvw^ 
ledge of human Nature, had the fupernatiira} Gi% 
of difcerning Spirits, is obferved to jotn Humititj^ 
zndAdiefiitefs*. Intimating, that they aire amiable 
Twins; and where tfaeforiher exifts^ thelatt?ef&i:!»H 
not be abibnt.-^Always corififtent wkfa Himieifjt 
He links together the oppofite Vices, hiady and higi^ 
minded \: not obfcurely hinting, that thofe.whp 
are eafily provoked, ,are ceruinly prQud,*^ShaIii[ 
add, without Offence? If we fanfyx>iu- Mind^^to 
be clear from the Weeds, of Vanity, and oijr 
Thoughts free from the Workings of Self-*admira- 
tion ; it is a moft pregnant Symptom, that We a<c 
n/^-r<(» with the firft^ are abandcmidtsx^t'lt^li&i 
and W/Wiwf by both. 

Pride was the firft Sin, that fcnind Entrance into 
our Nature ; and it is, perhaps, the laft that will be 
expelled..— What are all our AfBifltibhs, but 9 R?*- 
medy provided for this invaterat^ Pifefife ? Ihtefided 
to hidfPridiXfram Man. What ir tbe Inftitunoa 

* Ef^. is^ z. T>e fame Coijn^^ipi^as na^e/Jbgr oar 
LOki); Uarnc/MS^/or lam mieJka^iofUjfy, . 

t zTim. lit. 4. In the fame'St]:ai0 fp^aks ffixiiii 
»> frJA f flrf bo Wratk. Chap. xvL fr. ; . ^ 
. % Jobjccxlii. 17. 



f f Ae G^fpfqJ, » but a Battery qraftcd agairift t^is 
S^^Wg-Jiioljl'Of S^Caa ? Ordai^^ to io/hdmnfvetfi 
kiik fm^inaiian ^.-T-Tbougb. that Resned]; is often 
applje^ though tjbis Battery^ i^.continu^Iy playing i 
y«| (^be poGc^t Humpup i^ xm, dtitirely purged oii^ 
fior the £k^9iei%t <^ Spirit totally fubdu^d, tiU 

Pi:ide is tbe iSm» vrbich moft eafilf beiets Ui^ 

1^4 canfofi, Ihnji made my Heart chan f from thin 

I<atquity I It defiles otir JDuties^ and intermingles it*- 

ibtf iMlj) <iur very Virtues. . It ftatts up, I knosv^ m^ 

hcxW) ih our moft folemn Houi^^ and ourimift facied 

£mploy8;--^Tiie^ood HezeJnub, whofe Prayers were 

noro powerful, than all the Forces of Sinmchtriiy 

vns not Ppo^ agaihft. the Wiles of dus tuh^ $or* 

4deir6iV :(« £ven the holy Apoftle, wbo hiul beoi 

. caught ttp into tbe third Heavens^ was in Danger 

.of being fujfed up witji Pride. ' In fuch great Dan- 

<gery ^that it wasnecdlflry to pot a Lancet into the 

-gatbet&g Tumour j or, as He Himfelf expreffes it, 

to fix a iborn in bis Fhjh \y and permit the Mef-^ 

fmger of:8Bt^ to buffet Hiau 

How 

• j2 Cor* X, 4, 5* + Prov.vxx. 9. J 2 Chron. 
xxxu, 25. - 

HI 2 Cat. 3c5, 7, ITHIs Thiorn Jias ^iven as much Per- 
'plexity" to thc'Commcntattors, as it gave Pain to the 
"Apoftle. Sbnae have found paralytic Symptoms in the 
..Paflage»:jtvii&' ridiculous Diftordoiis of the Countenance, 
^ome have felt a violent Head-ach, <w a grievous ne- 
phritic Difeafe. Others have been pefiered witli, or ra- 
ther dreamt of, I know not what importunate Lufls. 

• li) metheStfttfe is'perfe^ clear, arid Teems fully cx- 
j)laincd-by \\» Apoftld Hintfelf.— The Thorn was in the 
iW^; nT*lbulttti6n^hat arfia^d, riot his fpiHtual, but 
Jhw bodily State.— It v^Vs inflided Hy a MeJenger.^'Sa- 
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How pathetically is this Corruption' lameAled^ 
atid how truly deftrib^, by ** a fwcct Singer o£ 
« our Ifraeir '* 

But Pride^ that bufy ^iTty 

Spoils all4bat I pirfgrwi. v , » v . 
Curs' d Pride t ' that er^s foeu^efyUiti'' ^ - * 

' jf rid /wells a haughty Winrn- ' '' ^.'^ 

Thy Glories I ahUt . „ • \ I i, . ... 

Or praife l^ee with DMfigv^i> . -> . ^ -j 

, Part of thy Favours I f9Pg4i^ • - -. ' -^-^'J 

Or think the Merit mine! * ' > 'Ji:^ 

' • . •: . : . ..-. :... ./l t,7jf 

/«« ; by persecuting Zealots, who were the I^miCskus 
Und Agents of Hell; who^ S^tan In^^XBA takacraft 
and torment thh iiminent Miniftor of C'i^^/5^^— -Iji 
wbat it confiftedi the tenth Verfe declares ; in Reproaches^ 
Neceffities^ Per/ecutions^ Dtftrejfes. Thefe were the ' hft?- 
mitiei^ thefe the- Calai^iides, which, at the-firft Ohft^y 
ftartled aiid (hocked the unexperienced Soldifirf . ft/am 
which He thrice^ or rcj)cate«ny, prayed to b& delivered: 
but with which the Wifdom of QOD faw it proper, to 
have. Him almoft continually exercifcd. Thefe are what 
He means by (xoXa^Hii) the ignominious and p^nMBuf^ 
fetings. In fhort; thefe 1)oth pointed the Tbom> and 
plantedit in his.Flefh* .' . : 

^ The illaii've Particles «», Jw, and the coraparjit^Ye Ad- 
verb /xaVioir, I think, not. oxAy cptt/itenattce, but rejuire this 
interpretation, g. i/. *« Therefohy fince the diVine Xjfece 
• " wiirbe fufficient for mt ; enable me to improve ^oitti 
-♦? and triumph over, the Jharpefl Trials: fincejin.a^om- 
**,pliftiii>g this, the Strength and Power of CHKlST 
.♦*,' will be illuftriou^y difplayed : I will, henceforward, 
•' raiher welcome than dread, rather acquiefce in than 
"deprecate, the afflidivc CifCumftances.— Since this 
* *' Thorn is made to bear Fruit fo advanjijjfeopf fo jxiy- 
" felf,. and. fo honourable to my, S A V I.O U R,, if. ihall 
•* no longer be the Subjed of my Coqiplaint, bmipf (ny 
*' Complacency (iv5cx«;) and the Caufe, not of uiy Re* 
*' grct, but of my Glorying (Kxvx^ofia*.)** 



jA-ji /aitbk/s,t9 tfy Gwi/f j . ^^ 

And fleal the Honour i of thy Namr^ 
To build thejr own j/pplaufe *. 

fher. Nqw, I preftime,: Y w. h»V« giyen the laft 
Touches toy Q^r diftort^d Pou^tr^. 

Jff. There are^otUer difagree^ble and Ihocking 
Features, 3ut thpfe} ik^U caft into Shades, or hide 
imder a Veil. One Particular Ypa muft, allow mc 
tp add I which) )ike^ fuUea Air in the Countenance, 
. jthrows aggravated fiorrpr ovec the Whole. I mean. 
An Inclination to be /<p7|rf^ our 'Slavery- — Do You 
remember the Story of Demaratusy the Lacedemonian 

Tber. Beii]^ deppfed by his, CpyiHrymei?,^ an^d 
baniflied from Sparta^ He-^w^i^ cenitrained to fcefc 
Pfoteftiori ill the? Perfitm Cpuftr For awhile ffe 
might fe^m jreconcijcd to hisVaffalag^^nd fupprefs 
the Spartan in hi§ .Breaft. But iBH^en He beheld 
JLeonidoi and his gallant Tx^ops preparing to defexni 
the Paft of Thermopylae He cpuld difguife Himfelf 
jjpl.lpnger. :,Thc T^ars trickled dpwn his Cheeky. 
He bft^eriy jamented his di(hanpur^e Situation. 
He extolled the Grecians to Xfrx^9 Face ; and 
longed to join thofe brave Patrons of Liberty. But 
was detained, ftill detained^ by his hjird Circum- 
, fiances, aonpng the vile. Stipendaries of Tyranny f. . 
• JJp. Yes 5 in this Inftance, Mid in others, the 
captive Exile haftetb i^ he hojed J. Put We alas ! 
..;:■"! , / . ' .^ S 4 ■'..■'. „ ' We 

' f Thp g«nefOtt» Spirit* btit calamitous Fate, of thi$ 
royal 'Exile, are finely defcribed ift: Mr, Glovsi^*! 
htpMau Boofcllf. > : . . 

f Ifai; li. 1^* 
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We prefer Bwda^e to Freedemt a^d a^: l^flT^ 
lirave our Prifon^— ^f tfaiV:OH^3EKik^9rdnefiii ltf'» 

P/oof. — Sctf-^xaminati^i^i^ upickj;,fjift A§t9cy of the? 
bl9fle(l SPIRIT^/^ouJld open a-WindpwtniM^ 
D^jdigeoft } would ftw Us our w^efqbed Co^idttion^. 
and teach y^ tp figb for Delivenm<;?. — Wj^y havfi- 
We fuch a Diflike pf Reproof? BBf?aMfr W^ fcvg wt . 
Ch^ns,iand cboofe Darknefs rsf^^r tll^^i l4g)tt^: 
Reproof is, more gratipg tbantjie' ]iai:lheftiDtfeQ£d^ r 
though it tends to diflbfve tbeEnch^lHrneHj^aad^^^ 
cujp Us from the Tyranay pf Sin* .WMI9 FAfflW>> 
which abet^LtheOelnfion^and ftxefngiiv^fifrthe SipcAi ' 
>J«,Mufii; to our .Ears.— Is m>t;pur^«^/f9. fwifkbi 
il^ould arraign and condemn every Ii:reguiftrity« f«r<^ 
Ward to if|vent Eiccufesi and to fpafe^he- favcRirite^' 
Folly ? Reaifon^ whicli flipttld un&eath ibe'iX^;^^ • 
fiiperinduees the Majk \ and^ ii^ead of ftriking at 
the Heart of our Vices, fcreens them under the'Cof . 
vcr trf fome plaufible Names* A wicklMi Habit'ls 
called a human Infirmity j infaaring DiveifipoQ pa6^ 
for innocent Amufebaients ; a revengeful Pi4H>fitioft 
is termed Spirit, Gallantry, and^Ho|^^Q^ , .>T)iua 
our Reafon (if, when fo cgr^gipufly pei^6|Fte4> ** 
dqferves the Name) is ix^genipus to obflniift our 
Recovery \ and rivett on the Shacklefif tvfeicb PH^i 
Eajfllons have formed t> . . ' '- - *'» -"i *c 

,^/\ ••■'■ ' "':■■ ^T*^^ 

* Cegitat. Pe RS. 

j^ Perhap?, tHs is Vuhat our LORD mcan^^whcn* 

flbveIi6)jHlg thcrhumativHe^/ ktrd^ditoVenK^lhr laftni 

fipoiiifeitltsi He-clofei the-^ferk Accotit#wiS'i^^fetw, 

FccJifirrf: ; implying that 5//^V/>y, whicfr' BSs no Sehli 

. . ^ . /: •• / .. .' of 



M^^L^O'O tj'fe^ xiii. 2§r- 

- rTiAs tWf etcfiiaf Wl^S DO M forefawVW 
Jt^rd&f6 tttteteS-that toncffet Expoftulation \ How' 
Im^P^fitH^OnrnxJiHY^ lav& Simplicity, andScorners 
d^Itgk hf'ikrir Se'orhfn^,^ arid foiWh^lt tnowUdgef 
Ev«n th^'fiieftiMably {jrecioas Knowledfge of an all- 
atoning' ahd compl^tfeiy juiHfymg !S AV lOUR ; 
^)(*6 \>ftiaclicsr; ^fio has ^rdhafed, arid Who works 
i)dlv^iilc<^^ifeaehW ih Hs Word, has piif chafed 
by Ws- !BI<X!kI, dri» Svork^^ ^is S P I R I T, De- 
livitfa«d6'iSr thfe<?aptives*^the wretched Captives 
of IghdiaAliferSilr^ dnd ©ekth «.^ 

Thisi tike tt) bcf the xatlSt pn^rani and dephrahle 
Eff^fi^flf^*U<ttin-^epravitjr^^our AV^rfioh to the' 
I>oa!rinei^ttei^riVfle^^ the Grace of the Gofpel. 
Bdwiare^ my jj^ki^ Friend, 'fcft Yotf pfove my Point 
bf*i4k3dl-rfpeafc it f -Would Ybu fiifpeA'lt'?— your 
own Ptifcdk?. ZealcKi^ as^I^aTri' for my 7*epcti^ ^ \ 
ihoidd*fe^forJry,i cxbehiely^orry, to have^r/^a 0^4 
inoivftwtaion of their* Trtfth; • ' ' ' ^ ' ' 

."715^,-^Y<Hi^are'4iighIy obWging, >ij;^^i?, to fingle 
w aiflT fof >yoar: E^Mtefltd Yet wHy Ihould the 
HbndWl^e ipprd^rtated to myicif ? It belongs, upon 
th« ffcot -df the preceding Calculation, not to yoUr^ 
Ptieiitf \lttly,' birf to the wholfe Speciesr.— If You wai 
alining at None butth'c Lieehtious kiid Abandoned, 
You wo^ld have Ndfte to Oppofe You,' but Perifon$^ 
of that Charafter. Your Arrows of Satire, would 
thenlbe rightly leveled, and might be ferviceable to 
Mankind. Whereas, to put All in the black Lift ; 
to mark yfl/ with' the Villdih's Brand^f tffis can ne- 
ver 

< ■• 1 •■ . • • •- ' ■ : - ' 

of y%% MIfery ; tj^t Perjperfen^*^ jvhich has lio Dciire of 
a Recovery. Both which render alt the other Evil< far 
Wre inveterate. ,ilfflri vii. jz. 

-• Lukcty. i?v 
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ver be Chrijiian Charity ; this is unAjffpf^U Qc91-t 

forioufnefs, . . r 

^. Let mo befcQch You, TheroHj ^ot to mif^jv 
prehend my Defign. I fpeak not as a malevol^nj^ 
Satirift) but wonid imitate the fatithful PhyficUn. 
I $im opening the Sore, that it may admit the bea{« 
ing Balm: and flxould I perfQirm< tbe PperaM^^ 
with an mv^mmed Infirmnent ? My ..Soul fibluHOi 
the Thought»-r-I muft entreat You likewife ta r^ 
member the Diftin<3ion^ betwe4;n a* State of N4« 
ture, and a State of Gra^e. .We arq all natu^ly 
«viL 7»f Wwld^ fays the Apoftle— left We Ibduld 
imagine* that the Charge is advanced only againft 
fome abandoned Wretches, He enlarges th^ Indi^ 
ment; He renders it univerfal'— »/£^ whuU W^rld^ 
not barely flips by Inadvertence into a fingje Sip„ s^ 
falls through Infirmity into frequent Mifcarriag^t 
but liith in Wkkednnfs ^. . As the Ax-head, xs:^u* 
tioned by the facred Hiftorian, lay all torpid, anil 
iluggiib at th^ Bottom of Jordan f. In Ai? mifer-» 
able Condition We ftould remain j yes, ev^i^i. 
main, did not a fupernatural Power work in Us^i 
to witt and to da 5 ibmcwhat like that J^ower j\?faich 
caufed the ponderous Irpn to rife in the, Water, 

and fwim on the Surface* ^ ,, 

It is this fupernatural Power, which mal^i^i^ fome 

to differ, bo|ii from their original Selves, and. from 

the Generality of their Neighbovir$.i-^Are tlfcy re* 

fined in their Temper, ^andToibrijiQd' in theijrXiift.? 

'- .-"••. • ■ V ^ I 

• I John V. 19. Kf»ia», //V/^, as a Babe in its SwadUxig^ 
deaths, withqijt .ai!iy Inclination to' rife; ' xduivo^: t* (pain* 
Luke ii. 12.— as a Corpfeon the Field of Battle, with- 
out any Ability to rife ; ^' r»r» y^m Kisie tahw^ij. IK^irfv ir# 
f 2 Kings VI. 6. 
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I ghmt*iti 'fiut then it is not any AbHity of tteir 
o^fniy it 16 the Influence of the fan(5lifying SPl* 
RJIT, Which purges -I'gray their Drofs; yet not 
witfcout leaving Jime i/fffoy. » 

7*^. ttei»e^, AJpaJi^j You certainly ftrain the Bow, 
tilift b^i^kd. Since Scdpture itfelf celebrates fomt 
t^tViytiB; as ftbfoliltcly perfedli— AVhat fays AU/iii 
fkt iftfpired Hiftferian ? Ndahwat perfe^nn bis <?/*^ 
»?f^rW *.— What {^s the? G O D of Afe/^ who 
cliA neitbi^r deceive, nor be deceived f Job wat a 
fefftB MitH ofkl an upright f.— Corifequtntly, timr 
Natm*e ihuft be entirely cteanfcd from this heredi^ 
tk^ Defileihent ; and thiir Charader eonfufies ^ur 
^SdH^tory Reprelfentatiotis of Mankind. 
-' Aj^. Thofe eminent Saints were p^rfoa. ' That 
1i; ^itj y^ttt fanififiid ihreiighout. Sanflified in aH 
theii* -Faculties. No one Gi^e of Religion was 
lacking/ As in the new*born Infant, there is a 
human Creatune complete : no conftituent Part o( 
the vital' FVahie is wanting : though each is tender | 
alf are very feeble 5 and none arrived at the jiiH 
Sixe. • - , > 

^' They Wtj^e'tfpri^ht. This Word feems to be 
cxpJatiatdry of the preceding ; and fignifies an un» 
feigned Defire, joined with a hearty Endeavour, to 
obey the whole Will of GOD : excluding, not all 
Defefife, but M prevailing Hypocrify, and wilful 
Remiffriefti — The Interpretation, thus limited, is 
of a Piece wicbxhefr ConduA, If ftrctched tor a 
higher Pitch, it is evidently inconfiftent wjth the 
Narrative of their Lives, 

Pray, what was your IVIptive, for decorating the 
filvan Retirement (which fheltered Us Yefterday) 
with the Statue of Elijah f Therx 

♦ Gen. vL 9. f Job i. !• 
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7l/r. Becaufe I ihoiight, UsfeHt^ry Lif^^.a^il 
{loomyTcmper, fui ted that fequ^ero^JBpw^; 1^ 
cauife t)ic memorable. Adventure^ tbtfre^xgprei^tir^i 
is, withjne, a favcmritcPoruxHijof ft^rjgdHiftory.^ 
, Are.We |>leafed with fpirited, aod iWw^te fialUry ? 
Nothing exceeds bis pungeot&^rqafRi, pn,^h^ilupi4 
p»d xlcfpicabl^ Dupes (^idolatry. .Every S^ufwo? 
.jt> keen .as a Raix>r» .a^d point^ as a Dagger, y^ 
svisarSithe Appeaiunce of^bemoft courtly Cgi[ii|i|94T 
fancc. .Wc may tri*Iy..fay^ jn th« beawtifjul .L^t 
gwago of the Pfalmift, HU Wards €^$ Jmi^btr ifuqf 
OiZ, and yet h they vety Sivqp4i *v; , ' ' . r 

, , Arc We delighted, with, Jnil^n^e* -of M(UrWf 
mity? A {Lngle* Prophet, Mnfiipportfid by s^j^y bujr|i^ 
•Aid, maintaixis the Qaujfe ^ Trvith, .^gaiiift .the 
JK.tng, his GTandpe;^,. ap4.J»u?Mlfcd^ of xbe ?P9^atc 
Fncfts* He-; venti«e« to ft^ ajji his Credit l^ j^9f^ 
ills v«ry Life, zsA (what wassd^er tQ. Him lih9|i 
pedbnal, Credit, or badily Ufe}^^ HpixDurp^ ^ 
|ruc GQD, 4and Jntercfts^rhis^hply B^c^igj^gT-to 
lift: all on tl^e immedi^e Im^fpofitipnpf a fnoft^u^^ 
frifing Miracle. ... 7/ 

i Do .We .a4.i»}f2e t^ Trimppb^ <]^ /v?^4^: Hjp 
^aith wasr, in a manner, omnipotent. He prays, 
and Tortint^ pf Fire defcend from the Sky, to de»- 
vounbis Adrveriairies f. — He -^nays agsin^'MH the 
'Sruiccs qf HeaVen are-j!&«f; fh'ere is heifjier Ccw 
jK)i: SWwjci- fpr f^v.cr>l Xea^s J^-— A thiirdJTCime Hie 
^cays,. aftd.tbe W^m^A^^^^^^^^ m^,4ifteiteii 
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Ah^tkiSii^e'of Rain waters the Earth •*-^a ano- 
th«r Oiicsififeiy," He-p#efeftt» his Suppiidatioxis, and 
GOi> ihakes hte Feet like Hafts Feet/ IfffomtteH 
that an aged Prophet di/frwif the royal Charidtf. ^ 
" j/^. I conwncnd your Tafte, Theron: and am 
ftoticularly pleafed wkhtbe ReaCen&of yourChoice. 
-5— But do not you remember, that even the Won* 
ailr-working lyhblu MX^Atthis Aefignation, and 
failed in his Faith ? Eminent ai'ffc was for Morti- 
fltatSon,' He gavtl way to utffkafoitiible Difcontent ^ 
fnd, thbugh a'Champion for th^'liiing GOD^^ ffe 
yielded to unbelieving Fear J.-^TS* Man Mofes ttr^y 
Very nielky^' above all the Men which were upon the 
F^ce of the Earth || ; Yet He, even H6 was provoke* 
in his Sptfit,' and fpak'e unadvifedly with his Lips |. 
~Wa5 not Peter the Hero aifiong bur LORD^s 
Fbllcfwtlrs?" Yet He trembles, mote- than tremble*, 
%t fhe Shaking of a- Leaf; He denies his-Bivinfe 
MASTER, feared h^ the Vbice of a Woni^n. ' - 
^''fA>dk 'ivhejpfe-feVer' We will, We find Pi^oft-of 
"liafnah Dephivky j reighirig mcontroiHed in Same, 
mailing frequent InfurreSiion in All. It is written 
"m our own Hearts,' by the Pin of Experience j the 
''^ ' Firtg^ 

i^ rf.Ja9»ea.v* i7» li^* -- f * Kings xviii, 46* > 
. ^ Mbat^ or rather £lsJahfWaia Man^^e^ to hkeBaf^ 
fins ai H^eare, /amesj v. 17.. Upon which Pafiage, ai^ 
eminent Coiniiientator makes the following Remark^^ 
:^ Thfol^bia^!tiy0ud» with i^afpea to his Fear saaDif 
*^: coMentf manifefted i Kings xix. 3, i(..—- %Mioira^v' niaft, 
I think, imply a State, liable to the irrtguhr Workings 
of.Paffi^f not ^cc from : the ^;^/ Infirmities pf Na- 
tiire. Otherwjife/ it is ^a InSance tbreign,to the Pur* 
ppfe ; /^pes by ho m.ean$ anfwer the ^n^ defigned ; which 
IS «> encQiu^^ tl^e Heart, anj ftrengthen the Faith^ eveia 
tXfrmh corruptl ^imng Oreaturey. See Vtr. i6« 
jl Ntimb. ail. }. f Pfal. cvi^ ^3, 
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Fiifger of Obfervadoft poiwii ft cwt, ih tfe Pnidibe^ 
6f Others.-^Even in tMe Pfaaicfe c^Thofe^ m\io^M\^& 
becfi'Saifits of -the fitift'Hank, and of ^he lOgheft Eti-t 
dowmcnts. Yet they were d^feftf w.-^DrfediV^ tot^,- 
in that «vfy QuaHty^ Which >Vad their diftlnguHting 
Oift; in Which they particurirfyc^xceMed, 

Ther. While We are talking, the Datyhis JoiiBttr* 
flbly ftole itftif away* ^d left Us Aiirroiin4ediwith 
Twiight. Which is a Sort of Lufti^ i|iterin!»gl«4 
irith Dvkncfc: no P^lt ,whoUy luQid j no PjuS 
whoUy obfcure.-r-Ani Emblem* acconling toyoHt 
ReprdTentation^ of ti^e renewed Soiil* and Us im- 
perfefl; HoHnefe. 

.. 4Ip^ a v«ry juft one.— Even where. thc^.Gofpdi 
Ihines* ftill there is an int^urntu GloQnv of Cojc^r 
luption. Ignorancejpnttxes jtfelf with oar Knf9wfedgf& 
Unbelief cleaves to our. Fait^t*' Nor is o«ir Parity 
fjceefrom alI.CoiUamiiiatioii<^«-^Tbe Prophet Zirikr* 
Ttahj foretelling.'riie Eftabliflimeht of the Gofpei 
Kingdom^ and defcribing the State ofi its :fpiratuai 
Subjeds, fays; It Jhall come U pafs in that Day^ that 
the Light Jhall not be deary nor dark *• ^ Tbis* as to 

its 
'*■ Zech. xiv. 6, 7. This PafTage feems to be one of 
the hffmtHm^ things diffictdt to he tmder/hodi Thereibue, I 
:in8y be pardoned for an Atteinpt to clear 4ip the Mtan- 
.ing.; and not feverely cenfured, even though I ihoold 
jmicarry in the Attempt. // fijaU comt to fttfi in thm 
JJ^y, there Jhaii not bo Ught^ full, unmtermttted; and 
.jfh!Ongi hut no<w Effulgence (ninp' Precioufnefs^ kt ^Jib 
^xxatL 26.) and Cleamef^ of Vifion^ mwm Obfcwity (}THDp 
jCougkiatio, Dexfity) . and Dimneft of ' Vifion. Tot if fltaU 
ie<one^ real, determinate Dizf; whofe Duration^ whofe 
^^ertieSy and all whofe Circumftance^^ are htonnnto 
^ hOKD* Thnsmich He hath gracionfly levealed 
l>y hitPropheti that^ daong thelbftPesiods of this won- 

. . derftd 
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St$ Uiffdl Scnfe, We now fee exemplified ia the cir* 
CuilGiiambieilt Mmdfyhste. With rcgird to its fpi^ 
fimal Meatting, every true Believer feels it aacoia^ 
pUfiied in his own.Breaft. 

• TZwr. While You are fo vehement^ in decrying 
ill human Attainments ; confider, Affafi$^ whethe* 
You do not chtck and difpirit Us, in the Purfuit of 
exalted'Vi^tue. 

- Afp^ I fufJpofe, You hever expected to btt fuch 
an Adept in Geometry zb Archimedesy nor fo pro* 
. found an Aftronomer as Newtm ; yet this did* not 
€heck your Application tO' the Study of Mathema^ 
tics^ Wthe Coiitempladoit of the ^Heavens.— -Yttur 
Brother the Merchant, I prefume, has no Profpe^ 
of atiiaiSng the'\^ealth of aOfl?/ij, or rfie immenfe 
Treafures of k Kouli-KhaH^ 5 yet this does not 4iA 
pirit Him in profecuting the Bufin^s, which brin^ 
Him l)oth Opulerice aiid Honour. • 

.However, Thefmy fo long as yoir d«ny the Iihpew4 
fetion t>f CHRIST'S Rigbteowfncfs, I mufl ac- 
knowledge, YouaA a confident Part, in being zesu* 

loua 

dcrful Difpenfatioii, // Jhali not'he entire Day^ tier cMire 
Pfght ; but 2L Mixture or Interchange of both. Some- 
fitmet G^ce triomphant, fometimes Sin rebelling, in 
the Hearts, of Believers* Sometimes Calamity darken- 
ing* fometimes Pibiperity brightening, t}ie Sta^e of the 
Church* However, at E^aentide, when fuck an AppeWi^ 
ance i« Icaft expedlcdi it Jball be unmixed, prevailing'^ 
fv:k6i Light. Then the Light of the Moon (hall be at 
the Light of the Si>b, and the Light of the Sun as th« 
Eight of feven Days. Then (hall Satan be trodden un^ 
4er Foot, and the ^LORD'S People (hall be all righ^ 
teou». '• '.» 

' ^ The Treafnioiv which this Ftrfian ;B.avj«r, drii 
drdrittoa^Barbarian aoiaf&d, in hhltfvaiion ^Asrl/b^^, 
gwl^sf QdminioQ«, imeuA^ed to inete.than rrg^t^rvts 
MUbpfts of Money. 
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lous for the Perfe£Uon of perfonad Obedience. Yoii^ 
ought either to acquir0 the One, or to accept the 
Other* Therefore, I fhall produce no more Argu- 
ments for your Difcouragement i but fhadl comprisa 
the Whole of my Anfwer, in the Motto to an IriJ$ 
Nobleman's Arms, Tuy, Or, if this be too con* 
ctfe, I will fubjoin, with a very little Alteration, the 
Words of a Jewifi King ; " When You have at-i 
•« tain^d what You purfue, iring me Word again^ 
*♦ that I may gCj and attain it alfo ♦." 
^ Ther. According to your Account, the moft ad-- 
Vanced and eftablifhedChriftians, are but likeaCom^ 
pany of Invalids. Does not this extremely derogate 
from the Honour of our LORD, confidered as the 
BtTyficiatl of Souls ? It feems to make a mere Nothmg 
of San6tification ; and would fwallow up CHRIST 
the King, in C//ie/5r the Prieft. 

Afp. Invalids they are f : and fuch will continue, 
tiH they aire diAnified from this great Infirmary, and 

adn^ittc4 
• Matt. IL 8. 
f Do not the befi of Men lament their Ignorance of 
the divine Perfedlions, their Slownefs of Heart to be-* 
Heve the divine Pr6mtfes, and the Languor of their 6ra*, 
titude for ineftimable, for innumerable Gifts of the di* 
vine Goodnefs ? — "Do they not frequently feel Deadnefs 
in their Devotions, Diforder in their AfFedions, and va* 
now other Relics of the original Leaven ? — ^Do they not 
often complain** in the Language of the Apodle^ W^en 
J noould do Goodt E<uil is prefint *witb mef And fay, with 
the earlieft Chriftlant^ Ire that are in this Tabernack de 
gro fifty being burdened, Dardened, no( fo much with Af- 
iliifkion : thofe Heroes in Cbriftianity had learnt, to re- 
mce inTribnJation. Bat burdened with a Senfe of their 
fpirituat Infirmities, and with the Workings of their iut 
bred Corruption. Which, to a lender and lively Be- 
liever, are the kean;ieft of CroH^c^f and the moft goIUng 
of ^padf -^Nay ; do AOt the Heirs of Glory nvafi their 
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l^ittoi,intQ tb^ holy^ iappy^ .bJeffcd. WorW^ 

in,SattLoi:^in.BQdjry£fi *• ... ... 

V if ^be Cmp wa^ nivtrtp be completed, this doubt,- 
lp6yoi^ld Wdifliofli^^rable to put Mmghty PH Y-^ 
5JCIAN.; %t the li)irit|igl, Recovery, begv^n oif 
ijuth, apd^^yancing. through Time, wllfbe per-* 
feSed in Heaven,. a»4 prolonged to Eternity, — Docn 
^hisTnake a mere. Nothing of.S^^igcatio{i,? No» 
but it makes room for a coutinual Pro^n/sj and Sit-F 
fi^As'Cmjikfoxcondnj^sLiJiHmiliatiott* . Itrefervesx 
9ipft ex^e^P^ecc^ativei for the heavenly Stat^ and 
beatific Vinoai and perpetually reminds Us of a moft; 
iniportantTa'Uth, That our prefenjt BielTednefs con- 
^ft^ not in.being^*^ from.*?// Sin, but in having 
710 Sm imputed to Us f . ^ 

This ImperfeSion of our Obedience, inftead a£ 
confounding, maintains a proper Difiinifim between 
CHRIST the Kir^g, and CHRIST the Prjeft^ 
Whei^eas, if We were perfeft in Piety, the pricftly 
Office, with regard to Us, would be fuperfeded. 
What Need of an IntercefTor, - to recommend our 
Prayers ? What Occafion for an High-Prieft, t^ 
hear tie Iniquity of our holy Things J ? If fome Taint 
of tbe original Leaven did .not pollute pu^ bej^ 
Services? ' .. 

Vol. IL * T Neither 

ntery Robef^ even their faireft Deeds, and theif briphtcft 
Graces, in the Blood of the LAMB? Which, "if they 
were free from Spot, and void of Impurity, need ncJt be 
made white in this facred Fomitui^. See z Cor. v, 4, 

• Ifai. xxxiii. z^, f Pfal. xxxii, 2. 

. t Exod. xxviiu ^S. Id efip epepiare Pecjcata, ^itfiusjana 
tiffimm C0ttiropdtt A^f»ft c^4( i^in^f^ f^^* 

Wits, D^ Otfcoo* 



/\ 
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Neither does this detrafk from the Wifdooi» ftoe£ 
the Goodncfs, or fiom the Power of CHRIS^fT. 
It rather adminifters to the advantageous 'Difplay of* 
all thefe divine Attributes.-— Of his J^ifthm \ in con- 
ducing the Affairs of his Church with fuch exa£( 
Propriety, that the Righteoufnefs of Faith may ha^r. 
its due Honour, and the San^iication of the SPI«^ 
MT its proper Eftcem. — ^Qf his Gpodnefs; in cari- 
fylhg on the Work of Grace, amidft fe much Infir- 
fliity, and fo many Comiptions ^ and in crownings 
^ith confummate Happinefe, fuch frail undeiervihg 
Creatures. — Of his P^wer j in ex;tra6Kflg a Variety * 
of Benefits even from— 

ner. Benefits, Afpafto! — Can anyThfaig bcncfidal 
proceed from an Evil, which, according to your own 
]!leprefentation, is fo incorrigibly malignant i 

Afp. Itwill tend to make Us biwly in our ovm Byes. 
When We remember, that by Nature We arc alto- 
gether become abominable; that the Ren^ains of this 
hereditary Plague IKH adhere to our Minds j that no 
one Faculty of our Souls, nor fo much as a fingk 
A£lion of our Lives, is wholly free from dris noi*. 
fome Infe<aion ; how muft fuch a View of Our- 
felves cover Us with Shame, and lay Us low in 
Abafcment ! hefs than the leafi of aU thy Mercies % 
will be the Language of fuch a One^s very Soul. ' 

It wHl difpofe Us to compajjtonate Otbers. How 
can We take a Brother by the Throat, and require 
faultlefs Perfeftiort in his Behaviour, when W« Our- 
fekes in many Things offend, in all. Things falj 
fliof t ? Eviery fuch Confideration rebuke^, what I 
may call fpiritual Unmercifulnefs. It pletds for 

Ten- 

* Gen. x»i# !•/ 
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TenAtmik and Foriiearancd to cur Fellcy^-crea- 
twos* Isr a Monitor within, and wfaifper$ that af-^^ 
feding Redionftnmce I Ougbtift not Th<m u haw 
CM^^affini upon thy Filloiv-fenHnUj finc$ ihf Ahnif^if 
LORD hath fiich renewed, fuch. unwearied P/r/ 

It will teach U$ to admire the Rkhti of Oracf^ 
Shall fiilkn Cmituttes, that are taken from thever/ 
jPunghib of Sin, and refcu^d from a Hell of inward' 
Iniquity.-^Shall they^ notwithftanding their total 
Depravity in a natural j and their innumerable De<^ 
ftciencies in a renewed State— Shall they be admitted 
into the Bofom of eternal Love i Thsy be exalted to 
the Thrones of Glory, and numbered with tha 
Princes of Heaven? This isGrace^ tranfcendently 
rich, and divinely free indeed ! > 

Will it not f^#f«»rr7<r Us tothe Approach of Z)ii7/iJ/ 
This, methinks, like Wormwood on the Nipple, or 
Gall in the Cup, muft tend to wean Us from thi^ 
World. How can We be enamoured with fuch a 
Land of Darkntf^, and fuch a Vale of Tears ? Or 
i' why ihould We clover, when Providence gives the 
Signal for our Departure, to prolong bur Abode in 
thefe Territories of Diforder ?— Surely, this muft 
incline Us to leave them, every-Day, more and more 
in our Affedlions*; andat laft, to leave them, withr 
out any Relu£bince, by final DiiTolution. Leave 
them, for that better Country,, where our perfonal 
Righteoufnefs will no longer be defedive, like the 
waning Moon; but (htne forth with confumraate 
Luftre, like the iR^;Wia» Sun, in the Kingdoj^a oJT 
our FATHER. 

T 2 It 

• Matt. xvi$. 33. 
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. It will endear the Blcffcd JESU'S^ 'm£wry Ca- 
pacity ; as the Stings of the fiery flying Serpents^ 
tod the Dearth of 'the wafte howling -Wilderiiefa^ 
Endeared to the Ifraelttes both their, miraculous An^ 
'tidote, and their Bread from Heaven.-— They 'Who 
beUeve this Truth, muft fee their inexpreffible and 
inceflant Need of CHRISTs Spirit. The Pro- 
teftation of Mofes, on a particular Occafioo,' will 
be the daily, the hourly Breathing of their Souls 5 
Carry Us net up henee^ unlefs thy Prefenee^ thy SPI- 
RIT, go with Us ♦. For without this Aid, We 
can difcharge no Duty aright, nor fuccefefully re- 
fift any Temptation. — ^They will be exceedingly 
cautious, not to grieve f that facred Gueft, left He 
depart from them, and abandon them to the Power 
of their lurking Corruptions. Knowing, that if 
tie abandon them, when fuch Foes are within, and 
fo many Snares without ; their Cafe will be worle 
than Sam/on'Si when his Locks were ihaven, and 
the PhiliJHnes all around Him. 

How highly will fuch Pcrfons value the Bhod pi 
the Covenant, and the Intercejfion of their great 
HIGH-PRIEST!— They will no more pre- 
fume to enter into the Prefence of the moft High 
GOD, without a fiducial Reliance upon the aton- 
ing and interceding SAVIOUR; than the-Sons 
^f Jacob would have ventured to appear before the 
Viceroy of Egypt j without the Company of their 
younger Brother J. In all, in all their Intercourfe 
with Heaven, the great PROPITIATION will 
be theiuPka, and the great ADVOCATE their 

♦Con- 

* Exod. xxadii. 15. f Eph, iv. 30* % C^"*, 

Kliii. 5* 

4 
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efthfidcnce.— The impotent Man waited at the 
\ Pool of Betbifday and the Syrian General dipped fc-.* 

\ vcn Times in yordan. Thefe Perfons will not only 

waity but live by the Fountain opened for Sin and ■ 
' Uncleannefs *. They will wafh in the facred fanc- 

' tifying Stream, not feven Times only, hMtfevMy* 

Times feven. 

When fuch Sentiments poffefe the Mind, how 
dear ! O how dear and defirable will our LORD'9, 
Obedience be f Convinced that We are corrupt, 
univerfally corrupt in the very Conftitution of our 
Nature, nothing will quiet our Confcienccs, or fa- 
tisfjr our Souls, but the Righteoufncft of JESUS 
CHRIST. — I called, fometime ago, our own 
Works ff^arm^eaten Things. And muft not thefe 
Corruptions, if they remain ever fo little in our 
Hearts, depreciate and defile whatever proceeds 
frcMn them ? Muft they not be, .in all our Works 
and all our l^nties, like corroding Firming in the 
Subftance of our Timber, or at the Core of our 
Fruits ?-*-Shduld We not then renounce, utterly 
renounce, what is tarniflied and debafed by the Poi- 
ibn of Hell ? 'And rely, wholly rely, for everlafting 
. Acceptance, on our Divine HIGH-PRIEST? 
Who, in his mediatorial Works, as well as in his 
wonderful Perfon, is altogether Light and Perfec- 
tion t ; and neither in Him, nor in them, is there 
any Deficiency or any Darknefs at all. 

Excufe 

• Zech. xiii. I. 

+ tfght and Perfeaioft^T\Ah is the Meaning of that 

myfterious Ornament, which, in the grand ofnciating 

Robes of the Jemiijb High-Prieft, was annexed to the 

. BrcailpIatCy and ftiled Urim and Ttummim, Only the 

T 3 Hdrf'ut 



1^4 DIALOGUE XUt 

Excufc me, Thiren ; I feiir» I havt bam preacifei^ • 
ilig. The Importance of the Te^t, muftfbmiflq^ 
Apology. It 18 an Intr9iu3ion^ not to the Recoids 
of Hiftory, or the TranfaSions of Philofophy, but 
to the Knowledge of Salvation, and .to the Richer 
of CHRIST. 

Ther. If my Afpafio has been preachmg, I con 
cflure Him for hisrComfort, that his Audience has 
been very attentive ; and though the ^ Sermon was 
forac what copious, the Hearer neither flept nor gaped. 
—However, I fhould be glad to have the Whole re- 
viewed, and fummed up : that, if it has been large 
is the Pyramid, it may, like the Pyramid, termi- 
liate in a Point. 

Jfp. This then is the State of our Nature.-— The 
Image of the CREATOR is effaced. Wifdom, 
llighteoufnefis, and true Hblinefs are loft. — View 
- the Undcrflanding ; it is Blindnefs and Stupidity.— 
View the Affcdions ; they are Diforder and Re- 
bellion. — View the Will; it is Enmity againft 
GOD, the fupreme Good ; averfe to Things fpi- 
^itual ; but fond even to Dotage, of Things earthly 
'■'•"■'■■ and 

l^ekre^ Words are in the plural Number, and denote 
every Degree of Illumination, and all Kind^ of PcrfcAion. 
4— Does not this very fignificantly teach Sinners, Whence 
to fcek their Wifdom, and Where to look for their Per- 
fcftion? There never was, in- all Ages, more than one 
Vrim and Tbumtnim\ and only one Perfon, in each Ge- 
jBeratidii, was appointed to wear it. And Who is there, 
in all World?, that can give Us heavenly Koowledge, 
but the SPIRIT of C/f^ 75 r/ What is there, in 
Ourfelv^s bx all Creatures,* that can prefcnt Us un- 
blameable before vGOD, but tKe Righteoufneft 6f 
^HRISTf ■'■■ ^ ^ 



imi fenfirtUr^Tfaj^ whole SquI ia deformed j dif- 
toopefed I and, to every good Purj»ofe, dead. 

Mtirtifying, abafing Vi^^s ! M^t^inks, thef 
Aould be like Medufa'^ Head ^, or like MicboiT^ 
Sword t, to all Sdf-fufficiency and all Self-dp* 
pendence.*— BhftU Aich a Creature pretend Uji be 
pofii^^d of t)i^(^ facr^d EndowmentSji which maj 
conftitMlea prpp^n: R^ooiinendacioii to infinite Ho^ 
Umfsf-^lt. Axd^ a Cr/eature qualified to perform 
thdfe righteous A£ts, which may bear the Teft of 
inflexible Juftice ? Can fuch a Creature fulfil that 
extenfive and exalted Law, which allows of no. 
Failure; which demands perfedt Obedience; ai\d 
denounces a Curfe on every Tranfgreffion ? 

Should he conceive the vain Hope, or make the 
vainer Attempt, I would now addrefs Him, as Jt^ 
hoajb formerly anfwered Amaziah. — AmaTaah King 
of Judahy elated with the little Vi<Slorie$ he had 
obtained over the EdomiieSj bfegan to fancy Himfelf 
invincible. Prompted by this foolifh .Imagination, 
He challenges Jehoq/h King of Ifrael^to meet Him 
in a pitched Battle ; and recefves this ironical Apo* 
logue by way of Rciply. — Which, ifor Gfillantry of 
Spirit and Delicacy of Wit, for Poignancy^of Sa- 
tire and Propriety of Application, has feldom been 
equaled^ perhaps never exceeded. — The Thijile that 
was in Lebamfiy ftnt to thi Cedar that was. in Leba^ 
notiy fayiHgj Give thj Daughter to my Son to Wife : 
T 4 and 

• Medu/a*s Head, *the Poets tell Us, was fo mon- 
tdfovA and horrible, that the very Sight of it congealed 
the Bipod. Nay ; turned iytry Beholder into Stone. 

t Michael's Sword, Milton informs Us, was fo keen 
and forcible, that nothing could refift its Edge; what- . 
ever it fmote, was cut in rieces. 
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and there paffii by a mid Bfofi that was'miLAannt^^ 
and trod down the Thijlle *. What are We — whea 
We offer to eftabli& our own Rigliteournefs, or 
prefume to juftify Ourfelvcs before the moft Higli . 
GOD— but dejpicahk Thtjilesy that fancy themfclves 
ftatdy Cedars? And arc not various Temptations^ 
is not every Corruption, a wild Beaft of the Defart, 
which will trample on the impotent Boafter, and 
tread his haughty Pretenfions in the Duft ? 

• a Kings xiv. 9. 
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' S P A S I O was employed in preparing 
for his Journey. Theron^ free from 
Bufinefs, and difengaged from Com- 
pany, had the greateft Part of the Day 
to Himfelf. Whigb he fpent, in r^ 
viewing the Suhftance of their late Conferences ; not 
without intermingled Afpirations to GOD, for the 
Guidance of his Divine SPIRIT. 

At Evening, He wenty like the Patriarch of old, 
into the Field to meditate * : amidft the Calm of Na- 
ture, to meditate on the Grace of the Gofpel. — The 
Sky was peculiarly beautiful, and perfectly clear ; 
only where the fine Indigo received an agreeable 
Heightening, by a few thin and fcattered Clouds; 
which imbibed the folar Rays, and looked like pen- 
file Fleeces of pureft fVooL — All Things appeared 
with fo mild, fo majeftic, fo charming an Afped, 
that, intent as He was upon a different SubjeS, He 
could not but indulge the following Soliloquy. 

" How 

• Gen. XXIV. 63. 
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*< E^sedAUy, to tbe philefaphic Zye^ and ^mt^r^iaiive 
^ Mind. — I caiuiot wonder^ tliat Perfens in tng^ 
^ Life, arc 6> fond of retiring from a coDlprouou^ 
** end cici^hed Station, to the Covert of a Ihacijr 
« Grove, or the Margin of a cryftal Stream* Are 
««' fodefirot?*5 of quitticg tbe fmoky Town, and no'ify 
** Strcc? ; in order to breathe purer Air, and furvey 
** the Wond-t rs of Creation, in the filent, the fc- 
*''fene> the j>caccful-^?V//i^ 

' «• 'T^s ti ue, in the Country, there arc none of the 
•« modiSi, I had almoft faid, meretrrcious Orna- 
^ mcnts ofthsLtffilfe Poiitcnefs, which refines People 
*« out of dieir Veracity. But an eafy Simplicity of 
<* Mamitrs^witb an unaffe<9:ed'Sincerityof Mind*— 
•** Here, tl^e foiemn Farce of Ceremony is feldotli 
« brou;;;'^ i»to play ; and the pleafing Delufion^ of 
•* Coroptimeiit have no Place. But the Brow is tbe 
-** fgai index of tbe Temper, and Speech th^ genuine 
** Ifiterprcter of the Heart. 

*^ In the Country, I acknowledge. We are ftt- 
** dom invrted to fee the mimic Attempts of hwnah 
<* Art. B«t We, every where, behold the grand 
** and mailerly Exertions of divine Power.-— *No 
** Theatre erects its narrow Stage ; furrounds if, 
'** with p«tiy Rows of afcending Seats ; or adorns 
** it, with a (hifting Series of gorgeous Sceneiy. 
•* But ^Flehh extend their ample Area ; at firft, 
" ligbtly clad with a Scarf of fpringing Greeh ; 
** then, deeply planted with an Arrangement of 
« fpindlin^X Btalks ; as a few more Weeks advance, 
« covered with a Profusion of bearded or hufky 
«« Grain J at hft, rich iy laden With a Harveft of 
** yellow Plenty. 

** Meadows 
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' ^ JUkaJms^ikiote their beautiful Bofcroii yieli 
<^ afoltafid fertile Lap for the luxuriant Heii>age| 
^^ ftnd fuckle Myriads of the iaireft, gayeft FJkyvirers;. 
<< Which, without any Tain Oftentation, jot jea^ 
- << lour Anxiety, rival each other in all the Elegance 
« pf Drefs« — -Grovts pf rarious Leaf; arrayed in 
•* freflieft Verdure, and liberal of their reviving 
*^ Shade 9 rife, in ^a.ble, in noble Prqfpe^, aU- 
« ardund.— Dfw^i of fturdy Oxen, ftrpng forLa»- 
«« hour, or fat for the Shambles ; Herds of flecicjr 
<< Kine, with Milk in their Udders, and Violets in 
*.« their Noftrils ; /Tpfi/ of well-fleeced Sheep, with 
<< their fnowy Lambkins, frifking at their Side ; thefe 
** compofe theliving Machinery. — ^BoundlefsTradb 
*' of bending Azure, varniibed with inimitable De- 
f < licacy, and hung with fiarry Lamps, or irradiated 
^« with folar Luftre, form the ftately Cieling. — While 
^< the early Breezes, and the evening Gales $ charged 
^< with no unwholefome Vapours, breeding no peili^ 
U lential Taint ; but fanning the humid Buds, and 
" waving their odoriferous Wings, difpenfe a Pro- 
^^ fufion o£, Sweets, mingled with the moft fovereign 
«* Supports of Health. — This is the School of In- 
** duftry ! This the Magazine of Plenty 1 And aue 
** they not incomparably more delightfuly as well as 
*' infinitely lefs dangerous, than thofe Seminaries of 
^' Lewdnefs and Impiety, where Sin. and Ruin weac 
<^ the Malk of Pleafure ? Than thofe Temples of 
** Profufencfs and Debauchery, ^where Belial is daily 
•' or nightly worfhipped with, what his Votaries 
«< call, modifh Recreation, an4 genteel Amufer 
" mentf 

«• Here indeed is no tuneful Voice, to melt in 
*< Strains of amorous Anguifb, * and transfufe the 

** fickening 
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^ fick^ning Fondnefs to the Hcai'er^s Breaff/ K<^ 
" fkilful Artift, to infonn the Lute with muficil' 
*' Enchantment ; to ftrike infectious Melody from • 
^* the Viol ; and footh away the Rcfolution and 
** Aftivity of Virtue, in wanton Dcfires, or vo- 
** luptuous Indolence. — But die Plains low; the 
** Hills bleat ; and the hollow circling Rocks echo 
■* with the univerfal Song. Every Valley remur- 
** murs to the Fall of filver Fountains, or the liquid' 
" Lapfe of gurgling Rills. — Birdsy when the chear- 
*' ful Morning rifcs, or the gentle Evening de- 
" fcends, perched on a thoufand Boughs, play a 
** thoufand Airs, wildly yet fweetly harmonious.' 
** And did ever Mufic exceed their untaught 
** fprightly Warblings ? Or can any Colours out- 
** vie their gay and glofly Plumage ? 

• ** Charmed therefore with the fineft Views; lulled 
^ with the fofteft Sounds ; and treated with the rich- 
** eft Odours ; what can be wanting to complete the 
** Delight? Here is every Entertainment for the 
" Eye; the moft r(/?;f^^/ Gratifications for the Ear'; 
*' and a perpetual Banquet for the Smell ; without 
*' any infidioas Decoy, for the Integrity of our 
*' Conduft, or even for the Purity of our Fancy. 

** O ye blooming Walks, and flowery Lawns^ 
*' furroHnded with dewy Landfcapcs ! How often 
«« have Patriots and Heroes^ laid afide the Burden 
«< of Power, and ftole away from the GHare of 
*« Grandeur, to enjoy thcmfelves * in your com- 
•* pofed Retreats !-i- Ye mofly Couches, and*fra- 
«< grant Bowers, ffcirted with cooling Cafcadcs ! 
** How mzny illujirious Perfonages, after all l*ieir 

^ '* glorious 



^ fays Hormci of his little Cduntry-feat. 



MiLi me reddentis Jgelli^ 
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•< ^gloriQUS Toil for the public Good, have fought^ 
S« an honourable »nd welcome Repofe in your 
V dowoy Lap ♦ ? — ^Yc venerable Oaks, and fo.- 
" .lemn Groves! Woods, that whifper to th« 
** quivering Gale ! Clifts, that . over-hang the 
«* darkened Flopd! Who can number the Sages 
*< and SaintSy that have devoted the Day to Study, 
<< or refigned a vacant Hour to healthy Exercifc^ 
<5 beneath your fil van Porticos, and waving Arches ? 
•' That, far from the dull Impertinence of Man^ 
<« have liftened to the inftrufiive Voice of GOD ; 
*« and contemplated the Works of his adorable 
<' Hand, amidft your mofs-grown Cells, and rocky 
*' Shades. — How inelegant^ or how infenjible is the 
*5 Mind, which has no awakened lively Relifh 
*' for thefc fweet Recefles, and their cxquifitc 
« Beauties !" 

But whither am I carried ? Is not this ntral En-- 
ihufiajm ? I find myfelf talking to Trees ; and forget 
the momentous Queftion, which waits for our Der 
cifion. Here then let my Rhapfody ceafe, and my 
Enquiry proceed. — Does it betray a Want of true 
Delicacy, to be infcnfible of Nature^s Charms ? My 
AfpafiQ thinks^ it argues as wrong a Tafte in pradi- 
cal Divinity, not to acquiefce in the imputed Righ- 
tcoufnefs of JESUS CHJll ST.— To. thi$ Doc^ 
trine I have always been extremely averfe, I fet 

myfelf 

* Fir^iiwsis fo fmitten with the Amiablcncfs of thefe 
Scenes, that He affigns them as an Habitation for happy 
Spkits, inthelUgionsof Jl/g^rt, 



■■ ■■ ■ Lucis bahit0nus ppads^ 

ItKoUmw* 
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pkyMftCkoppoCt it with ObjoAionsy dmmi finmi the 
Rtafin €>f Things, and from trariots» Paifilgei of 
ScripUtri. To alt Which my Friend replied* Aik^ 
though I was fcarcely convinced, yet I was iilenised*^ 
by his Anfwers. 

I pleaded for the Sufficiency of our fincere Obe«>' 
dience. Efpecially, when accompanied with R0» 
femance^ and recommended by the A&tits of 
CHR /iTl— Neither was this Attempt faccefsftil. 
His Arguments, fomewhat like the flaming Sword*, 
planted at the Entrance of Paradife, turned everf 
Way * ; and precluded all Accefs to Life, On theT 
Itoot of our own Duties. 

At length, Afpajio quitted the defenfive, and af« 
tacked me in his Turn. He eitplained the Precepts, 
and enforced the Threatenings of the divinic LaW. 
So ixaH its Tenour ! That it demands a pttftSt and* 
perfevering Conformity to every Injun£):ion.-— So 
txtmfioe its Authority ! That it reaches the iiimofl: 
Thoughts; and requires Obedience, not bardy in- 
the A£Hons of the Life, but the very Intcittionsdf 
the Heart. — So inexorable its Severity ! That itcon- 
dcmns every the fmalleft Offence, and cur fts every 
the Icaft Offender. ' 

This Remonflrance had fome of the Terror, and 
almofl all the EiFed, of a mafked Battery.— «It wasf 
quite unexpefted, and alarmed me conflderably.— •• 
To pufh his Advantage, He enlarged upon the In- 
finite Purity of G OD. A G OD glorious in Ho- 
linefs : Who xannoi look upon EvU, with any Conni- 
vance, or without the iitmoft Abhorrence. Wh# 
will aifuredly deftroy, either the Sin» or. the SiaMTt 
from before bis Face. 

To. 

* Gen. lii. 24. 
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i » T^cMipktc his Vidory, Be piaj^ off tdKDoc* 

j tfine 0iF brigiful iSuilty and ^gin^ Difravkf^"^ 

i That I am, by Nature, aiSUUrfWratL Faliot 

i ircim-60D hf the ApoOacy of the firft ^iJlim. 

Dead in Trefpaffes andSms, My Will, Esmitf 
> agftinft GOD: all my Faculties <ofirupt : cvery< 

I imagination erill ^ ^ 

' After all. He bid me confidcr — ^Wfeat Frtiits oraft 

i|>ring, fromfiuha Natttrs f^^How tfeey miift ap- 
pear, when compared' witb fach a £dw?— Whsrt 
theymuft dcferve, when tried before fuib a GOD^f 
And whether I will venture to put myfelf iipoii 
Trial at die divine Tribunals on the Pka of fudi 
Performances ? ' * 

Thefc, I mtrft confefs, .are very weighty and 
0artling Queries. If thefe Reprefentatioos are true^ 
the Face of h\xman Affairs carries a moft gloomy 
Afpe£):« Or rather, a mdft dreadful Storm is hang* 
ing over the Children of Men. — Afpafio urges me 
tp 'fly, without any Delay, to the Covm of 
CHR/S 7"^ meritorious Obedience. This, H« 
fays, was wrought out, in the Name, and inthe 
Stead of Sinners : this will be admitted, bo& ait 
the Throne of Grace, and the Bar of Judgment^ 
ad their juftifytng Rightcoufnefs. 

This, He adds, opens a Way, on GOD's Part^ 
for the largeft Emanations and moft honourable Ex*- 
. ercife of Mercy^ On Man's Part, it founds a Title 
to Pardon, to Life, and every fpiritualBleffing.— 
This DoftrineJ efpecially in fuch a Connedion, be- 
gins to put on a rmre rec/tmnnn^ng h^^esixzrkix. My 
Prejudices are really wearing away. I am ^imofta 
Convert. 
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UnwiUjni; to interrupt I^?^ii^en4,,^yi|f9^^ 
Enquiry s and defirous to'o^^f;y(^^|(fq^^foii)|) 
tercftipgji I^el?^c;,,Hq ^^ H^^grtiQ <^Pn«^W»^" 
fclf, J&ixt thipkiog this ^faf^)}j;^l9 Mv^^u^^g 
ftepped fprwar4,,.5wl f^id— ^,, ..,,,^ ,^ , ^ . ^ 

Whati fliQuld hinder,my.<(Js^K/3;?frf^^^.^|^oijj^ "*9I^ 

Rlgh{e^ufnefi is qJ piC, /fiitb^^th,M^U %m\\i^x^ 
. j:a^r. ^If;» JUy i:Ws Poarin?^ U?^ ?.if W^ ^«!^*i^*f . 
are anfwered— If the P€fJfffti9ii^ ^li^OiQiff^aife 
"^— I^ *^ I^F^fts .ia£ .J^ralj£^ ^3^u<;^I 
mjuift^ackwjjf ledge, it will b^ ^or^ f^^rf^^fj^fgRpj 
taa(;f,. than I could once have ifpajgij^^jlf ^^^^ ,,j., ^^ 

^. And if all thefe >ointr^p^^4t-iW 
ggin^d tpo in the njoft Qmii^epj^^ai^jjjsr^^^fol^^ 
declai^c,' that I will nev^r. plead iojrafljipjjpgd, ^^- 
t^oufnefs more.. . , ^ 7/\^a moSi 

Bu,t tb^ Clams . of the jUaw arq all anf\^^|y^-rj^ 
For, there is nothing m ^ts (acred In^uni^i(M5g,YS[ti^ 
CHRIST did. not perform J. and potlj^v^^ WnHf^- 
awful Tbrcatenings, . which ^QliR^ISX dJiaB^ 
fuftain. He fulfilled all its I^^^cjp.^, by ap jin[p^^ 
Pjuritjr. of Heart, and. the i^pft Barfed. Ifttegjjijc^j^t 
lafe. Heipf;baufted i|;s.«^l}^e Curfe|.w})gn^e fy^gf 
upon the Crofs, abandoned by hjs F/l ^ M>5^/i 
a^d a4>leeding.yiaij»icwf ^ Sjnf^^gjf bis^^ftfe-t- 
Tbi« Qbedieni:? brings: hjgbcp Jioftpur to.^filjjipi^ 

• Ifai, liy. 17. 
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Lair, than it coitW pciffibly have xeccived, from thtt 
tininterrupted Duty of Jdamy and all his Pofterity/ 
Ih all th^ir Generations. 

The Perp^ions of GOD, which were diiho- 
ilbUrttd by our Rebellion, are glorified.^-He ap^ 
|>ears^ by this Method of Juftification, inconceiv-i 
«bly ridi in fliewing Mercy ; yetftcady, inflexibly 
fteady, in executing Vengeance. The Sapttr of 
Grace, and the Sword of Juftice, have each its due 
Exercife, each its full Scopei The Hdinefs of tha 
divine Nature^ and the Dignity of the divine Go-^ 
vemment, aie hot only maintained, but ihoft hiag- 
hificehtly difplayed. Indeed^ it is the peculiar 
Excellence of this wonderful Expedient^ that it 
renders «tf the divine Attributes ftq^remely vene^^ 
rabtej and fupremely amiable^ 

7%^; But are the Interefls of Motaliiy feciired I 
l^his is what I am ftrongly inclined to doubt. And 
to fiy the Truths this is now my principal Objec- 
tion to ybur Scbemei 

Afp. I fhiUl never bkme my Fri^nd^ for being 
vigilant and j<»ldus over the Interefts of Morality^ 
If our Dodrine hid a malignant Aipe£): oti true 
Morality, I would give my Voice againft it, and 
life all my Endeavours to fupprefs it. — ^But it is 
formed with every Tendency to awaken the utmo/t 
DrHfd of Sin, and afFeft Us with the wttrnufi Benft 
is/l our C R E AT O R's Love. And is not thta the 
flfongeft Barrier againft the Encroachments of 
VfceT Is not this the fweeteft Inducement to the 
PraAice of Virtue? 

I am glad to find, that a Jealoufy for ^e Interefts 
of Morality, is the chief Obftacle in the Way of 
your Aflent. Bccaufe^ this Jealoufy, I am per- 

Vot, II, U fuaded, 
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fiiaded, is. much of the fame, Nature with tiiQferjfor% 
bidding aftd miffakpn Apprehenfiws, wjii^^ PHT 
Anceftors entertained, concerning the Qceeiu They 
lookeU upon the Ocem, as an unfiirmQuntabfeOb^ * 
ftruftion axid Bar to.univjjrfal Sppiety* Whpi^f;;?^^ 
it is in Fad, the very Opening and, Avenue tp tiu^f 
'Society ; the only Means of fettiog on FpQt a.^t 
neral Intercourfe ; and the great Highway to ^l ,the 
Nations of the Earth* What is here affianed^ maj^t 
on fome future Occafion, be proved.— At prpfcnt^ 
let me defire you to imagine, rather, may the BleiTed 
SPIRIT enable You to believe^ That your Sin* 
ere expiated^ through the Death of JESJJS 
CHRIST: That a Righteoufnefs is given. You^ 
by virtue of which, You may have free, and wej-? 
come Accefs to G O D ; the Merit of which, You 
may plead, in order to enjoy all the Bleifings of 
Time and Eternity.— Then let me aflc j Will, thia 
alienate your Affe£lions from your Almighty^B £*• 
NEFACTORf Will this irritate evil Concui- 
pifbeace, or fend You to carnal <?raliificatiof>s. in 
queft of Happinefsf Quite the Reverfe. .Whe» 
this Faith is wrought in your Heart, nothing (Wiii 
bo'fo powerful, to produce holy Love, and wiUing 
Qbedience; nothipg fo €ffe<9:ual, to. refine youf 
Temper, to exalt your Defires, and enable Yowt^ 
overcome the World, " , ,., u 

What fays the Apoftle ? I thret^hiheJLaw am dead 
to the Law *. Being inade tQund^r-ftand itStg^eat 
Extent, and high Perfection, I. lxaveaa<y longer iJ^y 
Hope of Juftification, through myown Gonfprn^i^ 
to its Precepts.-i-Did} this prbmpt Himy /<!Ud:thif 
embolden Him, to negleil or violate his Dutyf 

Hear 

• Gal. ii. If. 



Hcar^tWTdci-e^d Writer's own Declaration. I am 
rtteafed frbm ihe Rigour and Bondage of the Law; 
I atiidireaed to CHRIST for Right^oufnefs and 
Salivation;' that '1 may lii)e unto GOD. That my 
ildlolef tife may be devoted tx) His Honour, who 
ftt^' brought W'tnto a Stkte fo delightful, into a 
LS>^t)r fo gloribiis! 

' Ther. Thi^' Liberty, I am afraid, will be of very 
Bttle Service- to' the licentious and gay World. 
- jffp, I'ilixdl be in ho Pain even for the^^ry Worlds 
if once they cordially receive this Grace, and are 
vitally influenced by this DoArine. Which, far 
from weakefrin^ any one Principle of Piety, adds 
tb fevery bthef Motive, the endearing Engagements 
of Gratitude, and the winning Perfuafives of Love. 

Nay ; I dm pe^fiiaded, that Multitudes in the gay 
ihdltcentidus World, are held faft iii the fatal Snare, 
by their Igftoran^ee of this fweet, alluring, confola- 
tory Truth. Tbey find themfelves deeply obnoxi- 
ous to -divine Juftice, and feel themfelves ftrongly 
bound v^ith the Chains of Senfualky. They think, 
H is impoffibJe to clear the enormous Score of theit 
Guilt; imfk)iEble to deliver themfelves from the 
I confirmed Dominion of Sin. Therefore, like def 

^ ferdie Debtors, they ftlfie every ferious Thought 5 

! left a Confcioufnefs^ of their long Arrears, and a 

tProfpeft of the dreadful Reckoning, (hould torment 
ihem before i%e Tike ^. 

But if they were informed, that the infinitely mer- 

dfiil SON ^f G O D, has und^taken to redeem 

fuch undone* iifld^'fielplefs Sinners — That He has 

thorotr^hlyexlpiat^d'the mbft horrid Tranfgreffions, 

' U 2 and 

• Matt. viii. 29. 
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arid ptt)curcd>veh for un^(^'fvfetchek'*/s[fl'1^" 
h^iiafut' Slijt^rti' or'ftrcngfh6h1ng 'Grace — Tha^ 
ittttcid if bcirtg prdHfblted, they arc iwiud^ to par- 
tAt^ freily to paruke, of thefe uiifpeakable ^f- 
fmgs-i-W*c^fc they aciifualilfed With dielp glatf 'tf^i- 
^ngs of the Gofpelj did. they really tel|cve flici© 
glad 't^idings pf the Qofpel J their Chs^ixis, Wnicjh 
now are like Steel and Adamant^ yirould bicomeU^^ 
a Thread of ToWy when it ioucbeth the Fire +, ^'CS^ 
my Jriend ; thefe Truthsy if once revealfed and^r^ 
celved in their Hearts, would' be an infallibTcAlc- 
tibod tp make them free %• -. . - ^ ^ 

' What fhall t fay more, to ot>lain my Thermos Xp- 
'^robatiort f Shall 1 point out* and ptead fh6 iMft $- 
lutf rious Precedents ?— G O D t\x^^fLt)l^ \% 
well ple'afed with this Righteoufi\eTs^of our* RE- 
DEEMER, fife expreffes his PomfJaceno^y tli 
moftemphajtical Words : $ehol4.fny ^frv^nty wbm 
I uphold "j mine$Je^y jin tuhom my ^ml deliMfi^. 
In CHRIST znA his Rlghtebufnefs, G0D is Mt 
only pleafed, hfit deigbtei : his .^'^ry ^^V/, "everylPcr- 
feaioapf the Ki^Oti^Xhti^ vfith ij\effabl^^ 

• For *<ffe,S»4i(i'liaVe fenM'^iittlt^'^^ 
Natttce» at^^itfrlfothiBim, a]id'as^nA4]ie.Li|ht:olScrip- 

„ture, as the J(<uxs. For #Qf€», <H^K<^ A|^ve.,deiucd 
CHRIST, like Pfteri blafph^med ayd. perfccuicd 
ttim, like P««/.— Many, that have fallen Wo grwit 

"Sins, are rained '^^ ever, bctadfc'ilicy do libt'AceOimt 

jke Gitace of GHJU&TSafkciaiAr their Pirdon ttd 
Sanaificaponi^ 'Rifely thinly, ^h<a^ they? Are gon!&f»d w|jj 

^all Hope 6f Recovery ; that /^I'r %Kan/gr^94 and their 
ISifis are Upon them, 'unpardoned and unpariionahle ^ Ittif^e-' 

fore tbey-pine a^toe^ in tbem^ and hew Jhall th^Uvif 
£zek. xxxiii. lo. .Marsh. G9fp. My ft. Sana. Cha|>. X. 

t Judg. xvi. 9. X John viii. 32* || Ifai. 

xliL I. . - 



fe^if)!?, i:c^$, and .ac^^iclfccs fp. tfe^emrrl faid /«- 

rior to all Ithe Fprcc',iorLwgH9gfir %Wf^^g W^ 
cribjlied SURETY from th^,I]!e*cl^ **y.5?^^il 
Ffloj to the Heaven of Heavens 5 and p.laqjng HiiH 
at his own kight-ha][id in Glbry. '" ' "^ 

]^^ur LOjiD ^ESUS CkRfsf is wll 
pfeafcd. 'He efteems it his Honour to fhine forth as 
the everlafting Righteoufnefs of Tiis People. If is the 
brightefl; Jewefof his mediatorial Crown. In this 
He /ies ff the Travail of his 5i«/, . and is fatisjied^ 
Accounting Himfelf fully recompenfed, for all the 
Lal>ours of |)is Life, and all the Sorrows,of his t)e^t^9 
wnen §ih|\ers are wafhed froqti their Guilt in his 
Blcpd,. and prefented.faultlefs by his Obedience* . 
'ThVHpLY SPIRIT is eqnaily plcafed with 
this'^reat /l^'ranfeiS^idn, and fts n;atchlefi(^^c^s, 
it* is his peculiar d&ct^ and favourite Employ* to 
lotmrue the World of &eir S AV lO tTR^s 'Rigli. 
tieoufhdfs.' N^t only that his Nature was fpotlefly 
piire, and liis (^onverfation perfcdly holy; but 
that From^ both refill ts a Righteoufnefs, of infinite 
l)igniiy,an^everiaftihg Efficacy : (iifficieht, through- 
out all Ages fufficient, to procure Acceptance and 
^aly^ipq fpr i^^e mo^ unworthy Qtes^i^s. 
. r . Sinceid^, this tMethod of Acceptance and Sat- 
^tttten,' %«3e:e*lent^tfftd glorious, in tBfr'Eyes of the 
fidiihXl T^lt I l^lTSr— Since it taiagmfics the Law, 
ai^jyi^4s-.tSi4nQft, exalted HQW>wtf> its Divine 
AU*>rTnO>iR-^MSiiicBrii^ makes ah^ple Pr^vifio^'fer 
"tBc^H<^fttf5 of a f^wVa^/i ^nd^he I^appirieifJ *(f^a 
ritf^Vif^Xj^brld;*^ my't'rle^d any longer 

dlftikcit} oppfiiirit^^or treat it, with a qoW Indif- 
ference ? Suffely, ik\ th^fe grand Recommendatmn^, 
.« U 3 are 
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arc enough to over-rule any Httle Objeaiohs, wli'ftEh 
may arife from the Sufpicions of Timidity, or may 
be ftarted by the Artifices of Sdphiftry. 

Ther. I know not how ft is, Afpafiis 'biit I c'anDot 
reconcile myfelf to this Do<5^ririe of imputed Righ- 
teoufnefs : notwithftanding all the Pains You have 
taken, to make me a Convert. 

Afp. The Difappoihtment is mine^ but the Ldfs 
IS yours, Theron. — However, let me Entreat Yoii, not 
to rejeft my Sentiments abfdlutely, n6r to cdndenin 
them prematurely. Suppofe it poffible at leaft, that 
they may be true ; and weigh them in an even Ba- 
lance. — L#earn Wifdom from your Afppfu!% Folly. I 
was once exaftly in your Situation ; faw Things in 
your Li^t, and through your Medium. 

Converfing, I well remember, with a devout but 
plain Perfon, our Difcourfe happenea to turn upwi 
that folemn Admonition ; If any Man will come after 
ME, let Him deny Himfelf*. I wa^ haranguing 
upon the Import and Extent of the Duty. Shew- 
ing, that merely to forbear the infamous ASion, is 
little. We muft deny Admittance, deny Entertain- 
ment at leaft, to the evil Imagination ; and quench 
even the enkindling Spark of irregular Defire. — 
When I had fliot a random Bolt, my honeft Friend 
replied ; ''There Is another Inftance of Self-denial, 
*• to which this IriJun<ftion cixtends, and which is 
** of very great Moment in the Chriftian Religion. 
•« I mean, the Inftance of renouncing our own 
** Strength, and our own Righteoufncfy*^ '^ot lean- 
*' ing on that, for Holinefs ; nor relying on this, 
•* for Juftification." — I thought the old Man, I 

muft 

* Matt. xvi. 2^. 
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mu^ confei^,. Hjttlc better than a fuperftltious. Do- 
tard; and wondered at (what I then fanfied) the 
motley Mixture of Piety and Oddity in his Notions. 
But now I difccm Senfe, Solidity, and Truth in 
)Ha Obfervation *. Now I perceive, that We our- 
fAv€^ axe often the Dr^ieamers^ when We imagine 
Oth^-s x6 be faft aflecp. 

Ther. You have no Reafon to be afliamed, Afpafto^ 
^f receiving Inftruflion from your honeft Coun- 
iellor. For, You. know, it was obferved by the 
Ancients, and is now paiTed into a Maxim ; 
'I '■"',. ' .. 

IIoMdiXi x«( Knrtafog »imf fAOchx xccipiw UTrey. 

Neither need You fufpedt, that I (hall forget or 
difregard your C^iution, relating to a precipitate 
Determination of my Judgment. No ; I (hall en- 
deavour to avoid the Rock, on which my Friend 
ftruck ; but happily, it feems, efcaped Shipwreck. 
— ^You may likewife aflTure Yourfelf, that, upon a 
•JSubjeft of fuch exceeding great, of eternal Confe- 
quence^ I fiiall not fail to ufe the mod; attentive and 
impartiaj Confideration. An indolent Supincnefs, 
or a W^(7WObftinacy, in this great Crifis of Affairs, 
would be of all Errors the moft inexcufable, and 
muft prove of all Mifcarriages the moft fatal. 

U4 . jfp. 

'-♦ Mltm thoilght the fame, otherwife he would never 
have put thoie Words into the Mouth of a dMng 
Speaker. 

» : (u ' ^■' Thy Merit, 

Iipputcd Jkall abfolnte them^ ivho renounce 
^heir own, ioti righteous and unrighteous^ Deeds : 
Andtt^ve in Thee tranfflanted^ and from Xhee 

Receive newo Life* 

Book III. 290. 



. j/f. But Hill n^^^ffGtJ[ecgfffl^^;^t^r/0^ 

Woncjer. J For tr^i?. W^y pf,'Sa|}{^Qn,,ffjpft4irt®3t< 
counter to th|^ Strcaij;^ of p6i;fuij^.ljj[a%|ffi, Jljt puz;»lM.. 
otti'Rcafon;aji<;lVfl^iiaa,o^frj?^^^^ flldUv^ 

"We, not \y,orfej b^l;,^^i'^/^il^BJf*^^vi/^«H^Si/i^**^^^ 
f' Sh^llWe rpce^vc ^^/r#fJ|f*^^|i4.T€!f5.kpivQHri^^ 
<« no better than unprffitakk pcji^rwU I^^HaViilgincK 
*f diiiigi nothing wH^tfoevciTp, ijbra^hQI^y noofpsilQnlck^ 
« Us to our M4kcr !"r-T*^« isa,M^th^ kb wW<*' ■- 
y^i {Kbuld never fubn^itf tb|$ UaPropQi»l^vlMkd|l\ 
. We fliouW alivay* fpurn^^wcrc pfit OTfittfttittaLScii^ 
timet! ts redified, and our high Imagip^^iii»^l»j|(fi4»' ^ 
by the Power.of Grace^ . t. >. ' S '^ i ^ •'»? ^'i*'* ^ 

Let me femind You of ^ li|4e ^ncitc^P^h^hifilli 
Ybu tiiufthave read in the (jr<f^/i fj^iftpiyw? Al^eiK; 
taitt Stranger came, on^ E>jiy,. to i}iiiq,wkfcfQnitJ .• 
Lhddemonians \ who always fat dq^;^v¥t.a.pablic/ 
Table, and were content wifK ^e ;,pl4ini9ftliFo6d«.t( 
Tlfe'Gehtlemah, accuftomed to higher £«btii^pcbulcb ^ 
|idt Foi-bear cxprefling hj^ l)iiguft, ^t^^hmufyf^-^ ^^ 
vifion.?^Sir, faid the Coqk^ ypu Awft i»^»fdfci' 
of ' thfe '^«f/.-^What do You mean ? replied the 
Qucft.r— You don't ufc hard Exercife ; nor h^tu#p 
atCoYowrfelf to 1<^ AhfRn^ricfey .^orjbfiq^^ . 

?ex«d' Appetite to the M'eal^-^^I^in^You^^^^i^ 
rfeitdi t am appreherfivc, ha¥«uii0ti'thfenjS^tlKfeV \ 
hayj5..,iioti ;l^.. pcopcr Prepai*t}ve/'fctf"fl|j^'(i^^^ 
Dciariae J .which k' indeitd t|^c ||r^^ gl^ft^B^airii:.. 
thcjv^ry ^TartoVsr pf:t^e"ppif^a^.^^^^ yloiiU itom ^zii -- 

C, .^.;:;'.n'V;W at -o/ta yawn ..i<>«- •,^.>" ^ 



Ot&&k6"^ti Hiit &rily ^s Iriiflihing; \3s% t^ 

wiialQl 1^% much k* icccpf, k Pal-doii from yo^ 

c^piiaitfl&fne^^b* WiiS^pp^tih^ li^tile to Condemn' 
"naliamh- Nilther will 'finftiTMan feek, no nor ac^ 
tf^^rttt^^at Aton<imiBftti 'tflll He is madb fenfible, 
1thitt'th« W^»:HNwf G^OD 'and the Damnation of 
HiiUv' we'Kihat fife^juftly deftfves • arid what, with-, 
pttt tha-Pr6pitifttion of '^ifi^isr. He muft un- 
avotdaBly foffi?r/ ' ' ^' 

This fhen is the Preparative^A Senfe qf the hprr. 
rible'FilAii^eft bf the leaft' Sin; in the, Sight. of 
GOty^i of thfe iiintimerkbleSins of our heai;t and 
L}feT">asW''bf6hr iindbri^ damnable State pn thi$.* 
AccWim-^Wftite' di^itute '6f thefe ConviaiMfi, 
ou^filaliiwll^be Iffeekh^ fdlfStomach^^^ th^t JoSS^ 




i>ff ^ur ii'-j'^y'^ 



/3frS^i'^^ '^'^^^ of diiliii^iiife. - 

fid^t^ti^e, Ij^ atteppte^ tp.vi^diqatc.Gfl*ri^'|. Coa*^ 
dua^lban* would r^refent it, ds an amiable Inilaaccof ' 




Kings, was, t^t [ucli aii,^j,fawnc«jjQJght,:ierrc ,*« 
^fwpiof «lV, Matt. X. 18. ^ tf r*^mtf«p (not apmfJ 
as 1^ tranflate the Word/but) fo tbZ. ^ Thaftven 
the Potentates of the Ea^tJi,,pnyrtriioed aad fup^ciliou^ 
as they were, might hereby have an g^poitunfQr. rf 

heariag 
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for None /if theft Ihtngs.^^vit wh^n they, are, 4/ir^9 
ttUd pemtrati i^t-R^dxt^ thw the Righfeoiiibefii 
of a REDEEMER .will befwect, taftrful,. swd 
iaviting. Sweet as Myrrh and Fr^nkinoenfe to^ the 
Smell \ tafteful as Milk and Honey to the Palate 9 
iiwiting, as jGrold and Treafui:e3 rto the ruined 
Bankrupt. 
Ther. How are thefe Coavkaions wrought in the 

SduI? . 

^^ 

hearing the Chrifian Doarine, and feeing its Efficacy on 
the Spirits of Mcn.-'Unjuf, bccaufe He permitted Sofi- 
henes, then an itinoccnt Perfon, afterwards a Difdplfe of 
CHRIST (i Cor. i. i.) to be fo illegally treated, ajod 
outrageoufly abufed, without interpofing for his Refcue. 
. Here was evidently a Breach of the Peace; a manifcft 
Violation of the Laws. Of this therefore, as ^ civil 
Magiftrate, He ought to have taken Cognizance. How- 
ever He might fancy Himielf difcharged from the Obli- 
gation, of attending to the Gofpel, or proteding its 
preachers : however He might imagine Himfelf autho- 
rized, to treat divine Truths with Contempt ; and call 
ibe StrMng^ for. the Faith, a Wrangling about WcrJs cad 

Ifames " Words and Names only!" Far otherwife, 

Galliol The Queftion, concerning JE S US CUR 1ST 
and his Salvation, is pregnant with the Life of the 
World, and of greater Moment! than all Thjngs under 

* Befldes; if the HOLY SPIRIT intended to fix a 
Mark of Jpfrohafion, rather than a Brand of Ifrf amy, up- 
^n the Froconjfuy$ Behaviour; I. cannot, but thi^k. it 
would have been exprefled in a Manner, different from 

- juu sisr rSm Tft> r«x?ucyn e/xsAsr. Which, if it * be the 

Language of Applaiife, requires fome more ih^n tSffdi- 
Tiary Skill in Cdtkfifm,' to ufldcrftand it aright. But, if 
it be the Voice of Cenfure, is obvious and intelligible to 
<very Reader.— Should farther Proof be wanted. We may 
^compare this Incident with the Behaviour of Sergius Pau- 
Jus, on a like Occafion ; and with the Encomium given 
Him, on that Account by unerring Wifdom. Afis 
xiii. 7. 



*1 
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Afp. By the Law in the Knowledge tf Sin. 'Con- 
fequcntly,' by the Law is the ConviAion of our 
undone State. Let Us therefore endeavour to un- 
derftand the Law of GOD: how pare, how ex- 
tenfive, how fublimely perfeift it is.'— Then, judge 
<)f bur fpiritual Condition, not from the pattering 
Suggeftions of Self-love, nor from the defeilwe 
Examples of our Fellow-creatures, but by this ««- 
erring Standard of the Sanduary* — Above all, let Us 
befeech the GOD and FATHER of our LORD 
JESUS CHRIST^ to fend his enlightening SPI- 
R I T into our Hearts. For indeed, without the 
enlightening Influences of the SPIRIT, We may 
Have the divine Law in our Hand ; We may com- 
prehend its grammatical Meaning; yet be like 
blind Bartimeus under the meridian Sun. It is the 
blefled SPIRIT alone, who can rend the Veil of 
Ignorance from our Minds ; and (hew Us, either 
«. the wonderful Things of GOD's Lav/," or 
' the glorious Myfteries of his Gofpel. In this Senfe, 
our polite Poet * fpeaks a Truth, as Angularly im- 
portant, as it is elegantly expreffed : 

He from thick Films Jhall purge the vifual Ray^ 
And on the fightlefs Eye-bulls pour the Day. 

Will You give me leave to propofe another Ex- 
pedient ? Which, I believe, may be confiderably 
ierviceable ip this particular Cafe. Which, I am 
aflfured, will be greatly advantageous in many other 
Refpe£ls. 

rher. 

• Mr. Fapet ill his charming Poem, entitled The 
Meffiab. ^ 



3i6 xHAJrpqq^. .xjv^ 

Ther, Backward as I am to adopt your Dodrine, 
I am no Enemy to my owii Intereft. ^Thirtferc, 

fliall not only give You leave to pVdpdfe,^ Wt gW!? 
You Thanks for commiihicatingj fo tenable iii 
Advice.' ■•. . • :' "/'^ :4nift3i3? 

' JJp. It is, in reality, none of miiie.' ' R^aSloU^ 
|lgo recotomended by your oM AcqijtkintiflLte''w? 
race ♦. It cwiftfts in Keiping a Dkify. '^ -^ "I"*^'^ 
Compile a fecret Hiftory of your Heik aA*tJ4lA 
#tta-«Take notice of the Manner, ifr wHfyh^^fttf 
fa?w is fpcnt ; and of the Strain, Whicfc !*<ifn!s'tHrdl%Jf 
yc^r Difc/mfji, Hbw oft'cn the iFdriterr ft^'ldff^ii 
Triflesi how often tkfe latter evapwite^ 'in Viiil^^ 
Jittend to the Principle frdiri wKFch^ yb\}r^fiSm& 
Ih^l^i whether from the fteady habitttSf LdV^W 
GOD, or from fome rambling InipttffcJ ^8*i 
^ftomaty Prbpenfity to plcafeYourfdf ?-i— MSSite 
down your Sins of OmiJJion: 'U6W'txti(k&^'H^h 
fiegleft to glorify your CRE ATbRj to cdlfy 
your Fellow-creatures ; and to Triipr6i^T6tlfleftpfIl 
Knowledge and HoHnds'.— Obfcrve theTAtrftf ^F 
your Spirit in religidua Duties; * Wrtii •tvfcktfR^iHfi 
tance th^y are undertaken,- and v?ltH'wha*'In^o- 
tion performed; with ho^ maHy WandgHi?^"^ 
Thought, and'hbw much Dulrifefi cjf ©efif«.*iiiJFfti<^ 
often, in tranfaftirtg cojfifnQn Arfa?r^,'^Ydli feiS'Hifi 
ihbrdtnate Sallies of Paflion, the Wirkiii^ dfJgii 
Cdftciipifcence,* or -the Intrufiofe'' W^ ibolfft^Iiiitti 
ginations. . ^' '' ^ ' " ' ifcg^^^^^ 

^ Credebtit Lihth : nfqne 'ft malckej^v^i^t^ t u.* )o 
D&currcnt^tdhy koqiitjihtnt : ^tfp fii^ .ikt fmi^i^v. "{S.dX 
l\ti'vd pateat iicUti deferipia Tahfil4 . . li-v-H 

Ho RAT. Sat; 
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L >.k^£^Aw thofe fccrrf Faults, to .wbi^h None but 

' jf^ 9J|m Q9J5Lfci^nce i?. privy^ ^nd which Np;ie bi^ 

J X ^^^ihV^^V* ^y^ ^^^^ W.'TrQft^P review thcfe iiv 

r tcreftmg Memoirs. Frequently contemplate Yourf 

(p^: P9^^ip» faithCui J^IixJCor. And dpn't b? afraid, ^ 
J tp- jpc yoMT ."^^ants »)nd WeakneflCes 5 , JDeprayity of 

your Heart, ^s\d the Iniqu^y of your Life,-«-y\ii 
Af;;ift^ femcjiffie jigp, took ft Survey of .your E^ate. 
Qjf^w till? JF9f7n^: 5^ni nieafuriM ihe Dimenfionsijtf 
f0qh^4l|<^ur<«, i^iftured out every Htadge, Jtnd 
^pfgopiitt^afmgle TfCif, w^ich grew uponth^ 
Pre9iifc8;*--Ajft thu« with ypur WiU< your Ufldciv 
^anding,- ]?o>ir AfFc<ftion«« Thefc are your noble 
internal Dimfne. Of which None but Yourfelf 
«afl:J^ a,coiX)pcteht Surveyor. 
„, Zi^r. It |« ufireafonable and prepoftcrou5» Imuft 
9icknowled£p» to b^, minutply Jcxrjft in meaner Mat^ ^ 
i^n;> and to ufe.np Accuracy of Infpe<?:ion in the 
rooijbjaiomtfnlQUsiVffairs. To have a corrc<^ Dmu^t 
^ QSi^J^^TiA%y which are a tranjient Intieritance ; aid 
ji0;&^p of th^t ey&lajltng PoflTeffion, the Soul. 
. ^,, Gratify me then, my dear Thirony in this 3^ 
p;irticular.. As I puiipofe to fet out very early in the 
^i/Iqj^ning,! fliaJJ iniift upon it ; that Yo\i do ndt rife 
befoirpiypurAifuai Time, in order to compliment my: 
Pcparturci But I now make it my loft Wifli, and 
injh^tf;f<ii^^ Refiuefty that Vou will, for fome Months 
at,leaft, keep a Diary. 

'^SiiThave wondered at my Opinion, concerning 
thQ Corruption ^of our- Nature, ^nd the Infufficiency 
of our Bighteouffiefs. This may fcem ftrange, this 
may appoar ibocklng, to a Mind unacquninted with 
itfelf. But, when You have fearched your Heart, ^ 
by this Fxobf 5 when You ^avc felt the Pulfe of 

your 
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jroitr SottI, by Self-examination : then, You l^tf 
be better able to judge of my Sentiments, and en- 
ter into the Reafons of my Faith. ' , - 

By this Means, We (hall aHb difcevef the Sih^, 
which mofl: eafiiy befet Us ; which moft freqxtentty 
elude our Vigilance, and baffle our Re^lution. We 
Ihall learn, how to poft our Guard ; whin to exer- 
cife the ftritaeft Watch ; and wher^ to direft the 
Artillery of Prayer.-^In a Word ; We ihall learn^ 
better than from ten thoufand Volumes, to Kifow 
Ourselves. A Knowledge, which was fiip*. 
pofed, by the antient Philofophers, to deCgend from 
Heaven * j and which, I believe, our Chrtftian Di* 
vines will allow, has a happy Tendency to lead 
People thither. Bccaufe, of all other Preparatives, 
it beft difpofes them for that bleffed REDEEMER, 
who is the Way, the only Way to thofc blifsful 
Manfions. 

Now I have mentioned a Way^ let me fupp^fc 
You traveling through an unknown Country. You 
come to a Place, where the Road divides itfelf into 
two equally inviting Parts. You are at a lofs, which 
Track to purfue. Whofe DireSion will You choofe 
te follow ? That Man's,, who has pafled through 
neither of them ? That Man's, who has pafled through 
^ne of them only ? Or that Man's, who has pafled 
and repafled them both ? — To wait for an Anfwer, 
would be an AiFront to your Judgment. Only let 
ine obferve, that the laft is your Afpajio*^ Cafe. He 
has traveled long, and proceeded 'far, even in your 
Path. All, that Circumfpedlion and Afliduity 5 all, 
that Prayer and Self-denial ; all, that Fafting an<I 

Alrns^ 

• Hm £ Cab ile/cenditf >*«fc Qutv^. - 

4 J u v fi N. 
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Aluat^ >8^cl,€|^§e9y othfiJT Mp?AS of G^k:€ could d6 -, 
i^, ojfdf^r tj> pfl^blifc a Rightcoufjpids of his Qwn, h^ 
been done. But tp,ftO,?HrpQfe,j'^He has alfotro4 
py^^ *Stf p i».:|hK Way,, yfhiQh be ;:eaommends to 
hi$;telQv^ Friefld. He has made the/Triftl, con^ 
^er/iiijg .fhe Rjghl^eoufeeft, mahout Worksy or the 
RighteQUifa^f^ ofi O Q D imputed. He q^n fet his 
JVf^««:.^t tp w]|atfpever He advifes pi^ this Sub- 
l^&.i ^nd'^i^^^y venture tQ Ay, with his. Divine 
UA^ T E II, ,We fptah that Wi <^. knm, *, and 
t^(tify t^t; WcJiaye fiKperjenped, 

Ther.- 1 am ferry to obferve, that the Night isT 
coming; on, and our Converfation ahnoft at an End. 
My Regret is increafed, by the Confideration of your 
intended Journey.— rThough Bufinefs obliges You 
to depart 'y it wUl, I hope, afford You Leifure to 
write. This will be fome Compenfation for the 
Want of your Company. 

Vonder Sun is finking below the. Horizon, and 
juft taking his leave of our Earth. To retard the 
departing Kadiance^ at leaft to alleviate the approach- 
ing Lofs, thofe weftern Clouds catch the Rays ; and 
reifle£l them to our View, in a moft amufing Diver- 
fity of Colours. By this Means, We enjoy the great 
lyuminary in his BeamSy even when his Orb is with-' 
drawn from our Sight. — An epiftolary'Correfpon- 
deifce, has fomething of the fame Nature. Letters 
may be called, theTalk of abfent Friends. By this 
Expedient, they communicate their Thoughts, even 
though Counties, Kingdoms, of Seas intercept their 
Speech. You muft, therefore, promife me this Sa- 
ti'sfafiUon. That I may converfe with my A/paJio by 

the 

• Johniii. II. 



the Piity when I can tio iMger hare an Tnfirnfjurig' 
#ith Him in Ptnfifi^ 

j^ You have aotfeipalid th6» fiirdm Odiet-' 
wift, what is nour my Fromift^ weuid hire bMii 
Iny Recfuex. 

I cannot btit tike iibti^e of toother Paftlcul^itjr^ 
in that miagnificeht Afifmblage bf Cloudb. How 
they va)*ied their Appearance, as the Lamp of Day 
changjsd its Sttuatiin.'-**A little while ag^ thpie 
Curtains of the Sky, were ftreaked with Orange^ 
or tinged with Amber. Prefently, they borrow the 
BiuA of the Rofe, o^ the foftened Red bf the Pink* 
£re long, they glow With Vermilioii, of deepen into 
Critnfon. Soon fiicceeds the Purple, ih^re be>4ti- 
ful and grand than any imperial Robe ; and as fooit 
(thus tnmfient is all fublunary Grandeur!) gives 
place to the fable f^eil of Evening, or faddens into 
the gUoff^ Pall of Night.— Such, I truft, will be 
the Iflue of my ThsrpH's prefeht Af»prehenfions» 
All his fplendid Ideas of humah Esctellehcy and 
Self-righteoufnefs, will become faint ; will loft thetr 
imaginary Luiire ; till, at length, they fade away, 
and darken into abfolute Stlf-ahafimem.'^Then^ the 
Grace of free Juftificadon» will be amiaUei wUl he 
defirable, as the Beauties of the D|iwn, brealdng 
upon the Sl^sules of Night. Then, You will mak^ 
no Difficulty, to fay vrith th^ Pia|mift and with d^ 
Apoftle; BUJpd is tie Mgn^ unt^ tuim GOD m* 
fuMb Rigbti$ufitf/s Wthut fyifris *. 

. IT. i. 
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^ KM' n6# «t *e'^eat- of in^ iWfi^ 

Ina^Haiion^Ul hx me for felneWe^s, 

*'k^ittWfe.;*'l ha^'met witH noiWhgto 
agreeable, fmce^I le^t^Ydti^'Woufe; iftd toft^yottt 
Company. ^ ^^ . 

The Time was juft arrived, and the Scene was 
fully opened, which furniihed our great Poet yfith 
his fine Defcriptl^n : 

Vol. II. X ^^ 
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Nfftu fMis the Sun in wtfiem Cadence hvj^ 
Fffim NcM^i and gefaU Jirs^ due at their Haur^^ 
To fan the Earth n9W wak*d, and ufiar m 
The Evening eooL 

At this Juncture, Camillus invited me to ti^e the 
Air. — ^We walked, fevcral Times, along a clofe ihad/ 
Alley, arched with the Foliage of Filberts. . Here, 
hid from every Eye, J^and the whole ^Worli with- 
drawn from our View, We fcemed like Menis ftroW 
kig in their Cloyfters.--'Ttftning Ihort at the End^ 
We enter a parallel Range of majeftic and uniformly 
fpreading Walnut-trees. 7his Tranfition^ was fome-*' 
wiiat like~ ativanbing, through a low Porch, "into 
the Ifles of a magnificent Cathedral* The broad 
Ltitf, ftnd large T^miik, of thofe lordly Tree»««» 
their very dijEufive Spread, added to their prodi* 
gious Height«^givrthcm an AirH>f uncommon Dig-, 
jiity. It fwells the Imagination with vaft.Ideas^ 
and entertains Us wiH^ a romsuiticKind of Delighty 
to expatiate amidft fuch huge Columns, and under 
fuch fuperfi Elevations, of living Archite^Aiire* 

Quitting our Cathedral, We turt| once again^ 
akid pafs Into a grand Colonade of Oais : fo.rqg\to 
iki*tbeir Situation, fo'ilmibr in their Size, and fo 
Femarkably correfpondent in every CirounAaacc^ 
ftat they looked tiketheTtw^r of Naturf j pot^VfUff 
lielonging to the fame Family, but produced at the 
frme Birchr-«.Through tJiefi lay a Walk, ftrait, fpa- 
/cious, and gracefully long. Far exceecBhg the IfSt 
tn the*!Extent of its Area, though much inferior in 
ftfe'Statclinefe of its CieKng. It pnt me in min^ ^f 
fliat divine Beftignity, Tjfbich 'has allowed XTs Ae 
,4 Bpac« 
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Space ol fix Days, /or the Profecution cf our pwn , 
comparatively low Affairs j and fet apart but ^;i< in 
ftv^n, for the more immediate Attendance on the 
fublimo Duty of worfliipping our CREATOR, 

This Walk was covered with the n^td^Grameli 
and not a Weed to be feen, nor one Blade of Grafs^ 
thhough the whbie extended Suirfa^p. Jt ftole into 
arcontiaual A/cent.; yet fo very g^^Ualiy, that t;he 
Ilii« was iicarce difcernable) . either ky the fearch<» 
ingEye, the toiling Feet, or tte panting Rreath.-*— 
At the Extremity, ahandfome Summer -h&uftijp^w^^^ 
a Fiightof-Steps, and half a./^#»i^i4r;f Dc^« The 
reft «of. the fiuildtzig was hid by the low-hung 4uf« 
teriAg fi]^aches« ! 

'. As fbon asWe enter the Apartment, CamiUm 
^ows <»ipen the Left-haad S^ib \ and, with it, a 
moft «niarged and amufive iV^^z/ff .— The Stru^Hre 
appeared fitu^e cm ^e Brow of a conitderabje Emi** 
nence, Whofe Sides were partly confufed. and wii4 
With broken Rocks, partly fhagged and perplexed 
with thorny Shrubs. The Spe&aior is agreeably fur*, 
prifed, to find Himfelf accommodated withfo elegaiU 
a Maniion, on the Summit of io rueU and ruinous « 
Spdt.^-— But, how greatly is his Surprife and his Sa- 
dsfadion augmented, when he cafls his Eye for«* 
Ward ) and beholds the beautiful Miaisy whicfa» 
from the Foot of this ragged Hill, flretch thofft'- 
(^\iHf^ into a Space ahnoft unmeaiurable ! . . 

Through «ke Midft of this eortenfiw Vale, which 
was decked with the iinefr Verdure, and replenifl»<L 
with the ridicftilerbage *, aJUritfrr^tod itftCopiaiDI 
X 2 Floods 

• « f y ' I I I plants 

^^9rredm SMiii^ ifmulUf froJigus Efrhif^ 

Hoit, 
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•Flood. Rolled, in a thoufsmd ferpentine Meandits ^ 
as though it was loth to leave the flowery Scen^ 5 , 
and made repeated Efforts to prolong its Stay amidft 
fuch lovely Objefts. — ^Till, at laft, having loitered 
in its own Labyrinths, and wandered more than^ 
twice the Length * of the Meadows \ having held 
a Mirror to the afpiring Poplars, aod bending Wilr- 
lows ; having paid a welcome Salute to feveral or-^ 
namented VillaSf and pafled through the Arche$ Qf 
two or three curioufly pendent Bridges ; it feemipd 
to meet the Sky, and mingle with the Horizon^ 

Oppofite to the Front Windoyir, a C^o^ fell 
from the adjacent Stream. It flafhed and foamed 
along the broad Slope, indented with fmall Pks^ gfx4 
jagged with protuberant Stones. The. CurrcQt^ 
vexed and embarraifed, fecmed to rav^ at the ioter'- 
vening Obftacles ; and forcing its rapid, indignant^ 
fonorous Way, ftruck the Ear with a Peal of Uqqid 
Thunder. Thefe fretful Waters— let our imgry Paf-r. 
fions obferve the Admonitio;i| and follow the £xt 
ample — foon forgot their Rage; fooji ref:overed 
their Te^iper. Colleded into a little Rivulcjt^ they 
ran off in balm and filent Lapfe, till they, loft tl^em- 
felves amongft Beds of Oiiei:, and Plantations of 
Alder. , . ... !• 

The River, widening as it flowed, w^ parted 
here and there by feveral little Iflands. Scattered, 
as it were, by the Hand of Chance ; and raifing 
their green Heads in the Midft of the lucid Stream ; 
they prefented amoft unexpected and moftplea^ng 
£pe6bde. Some of them were tufted with Reedab 

and 

♦ The River Ov/0 in Bedfordfilre, hj its multiplied 
Windings,' makea a Space of eigkeen'Wiku. by Land, 
more than ft'ii;ify by Water. 
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and furrounded with Rocks and Shoals, the unmo- 
kffed Refort of Swans, Some adorned with ftately 
Porticasy. znd fplcndid Alcoves -y the graceful Retreats 
^ of rural Pleafure. One, larger than the reft, feemed 

to be furniflied with cool embowering Walks; 
fitted for ftudious Retirement, or fedate Contem- 
plation.— On either Side of the charming Valfey, 
Towns and Villages lay thick, and looked gay; 
adding Ornament and Variety to the Scene, and 
receiving innuraterable Advantages from the paffin'g 
Wave.' 

The Whole recalled to an attfehtive Obftrver's 
Miiid, that amiable and auguft Speftacle, which thie 
Syrian ♦ Soothfayer could not behold, without aRap*- 
ture of Delight \-^From thi Top of the Rocks I fee iii^ 
Tribes of J E H O V A H, and from tie Htlls I *^- 
hold the Habitations of his chofen People. Ho'do 
goodly are thy TentSj O Jacob f And thy TabernadeSy 
O Ifrael! At the VallUsy are they fpread fdrtbi ds 
Gardens^ by the River's Side : as Trees of exquifite Pra^ 
grance f, which the LORD hath planted: as Cedars 
of ftatlieft Growth, Jhurijhing bejtde the Waters. 

We had but juft looked about Us^' when a Mcf- 

fengcr came for Camillus. As He was called to 

fettle fome private Affairs, I chofe CD ftay in this in*- 

viting Retreat ; and determined to make myfclf a- 

X 3 mendi 

* Numb, xxiii. 7. 

. t Numb, xxiv. 5, 6. Iris ^^ell known, that tht Woi-d 
.0^*7H is uied in the &cr/ed Writings, to denote eith^ n 
delightful Perfume^ Pro v. vii. 17. or that aromatic Plants 
which produces it. Cant. iv. 14. — For which Reafon, I 
•^mk It very juftifiable, to render the ExpreiEon, Trees 
^of e^nijite Fra^ance ; and am jperfuaded, it will be far 
more iBtelligiWc to the Generality of Readers, dian trtis 
§f Ligti' Aloes. 
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mends for the Lofs of Camllus*s Company, by be-t: 
ginning a Correfpondence with my 7ieron»*-^W>s > 
have Pen, Ink, and Paper, in all our rural Jletire- 
ments; that, if any Thing is ftarted in Difcourfcy 
or occurs in Meditation, worthy to be remembered^ 
it may immediately be committed to Writing. 

I could not but obfcrve to my Friend,, that, fine 
as the Profpefl: appeared^ there was one Decoration 
ieanting ; if fome grand Deformity may be called d 
Decoration. The Ridges of a bleak and barren 
Mountain, or the Skirts of a Sun-burnt tawny Heath^ 
would give additional Livelinefs^ to the ornanlented 
Part of the Landfcape. Thus contrafted, their 
Beauties^^ would acquire a new Charm, and ftrike 
with double Vigour. — This Circumftance would 
ihew. Us, what wretched Abodes and inhofpitablc 
Quarters might have fallen to our Shire. And 
would probably awaken a more fervent Gratitude 
to the Supreme DISPOSER of Things s who 
has caft our ** Lot in a fairer Ground, and given 
f^ us a more goodly Heritage.^ 

So, a proper Knowledge of the divine Law— t>f 
its fublime Perfeftions, and rigorous Sanftfon — 
joined with a Conviftion of our owh cxtntmc De- 
ficiency, and manifold Tranfgreffions — ' all tJiis 
would endear the bleffed yESUS to our AfFco- 
tions^ and powerfully recommend his Kighteoufneft 
to our Defires. — The Remainder of this Epiftlei 
therefore, fhall turn upon fome tnftances of Duty, 
enjoined in dtat ftcred Syftem. Sy wf>i{:h\t may be 
highly ufeful to e*amini6 our Cbhduft, and fiftouir 
Hearts: in which j I believe, we have all' fallen ibort, 
and are all become guBty': from which^ We maqr 
karn the Io^rfe£l:ion of our 1^ Services, and fee 
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die mtxpmSSbU^ Need of a better S:igbteoi2iAe& 
than our owa^i 

The ICaowledgc of GOD k the Foundation of 
all vital Religion, and incjeed is the Confummatipu 
of humao Happindir. It is not only Matter of pre* 
&n% Duty, but th^ very EiTence of our future Bliis ; 
This is Lifeeternaiy to know Thee the only true G OD), 
4md JESUS CHRIST wham Thou hajl fent * 
—Yet, important and obligatory a^ it is, are W^ 
nptvery defe6live in this divine Science? Have We 
4uly acquainted Ourfelves with the marvelous. Eio- . 
c^Uepcies of the LORD JEHOVAH? His un* 
contiroulable Power, and alKcomprebending Wif* 
dom ; his unWunded Goodnefs, and unwearied Par- 
tien<;e ; bis immaculate Holinefs, and inflexible Jufr 
tice^ bis pever-failing Faitbfulnefs^ and inviolable 
Veracity?— Have We, according to the Diredion of 
our injfired Tutor, purfue^ this fapred Study on our 
Knees f \ and fought this moft noble of all intellect 
tual Endowments, not merely from Books, but piln- 
cipalljr at the Throne of Grace« Have Weibught 
it, likfi that antient Jewijb Student, with an early 
Apt^ipation, and with inceflaat Affiduity^ eve^i 
*« from the Flower, till the Grape was ripe J ?" 

Is that; fcanty Ray pf Knowledge, which perhaps 
has forced itfelf through our original Darknefs, ope^ 
rative on our AffeiSlions? Have We loved the 
LORD our.ftOD with all our Heart? -This is 
the ficft and great Commandment ||. — Have We con- 
flantly entertained the moft magnificent and honour* 
able Though^ of bi» fublime P^rfeftions ? Is our 
X 4 Eftftem- 

• John xvii. 3. f James i. $♦ % Ecdus. IL ij^ 
U Matt. x;cii. 38. 



Eftcem for this, immenfely gr^t andi hififtTiJUvffie^ 
^EING, high> fuperlauve»niauhleff»f jSomMihsit 
like that^ exprefled by thcPialmi^ ; fThom hsve lim 
JJeaven tut Thee ? And then is Nmt up6nE^th^ ihat 
1 defirt in comparifoti^rf Thtp ♦•**-Httvc wo httn ' afl- 
fedionately concerned for his G/«r/, and ^i^oits to 
advance -his holy Religion? Troubled, very (e»- 
fibly troubled, when our MAKER^s Honour has 
hp^n tjramjsjGd in tbeiDuft, by licentionA Tohgiies, 
or Bagitious Deeds f ' \. • 

^ Have We made it our ruling Gare, to approve the 
Whole of our Life, andthemoft fecret Tranfa^tiom 
of our Breaft, to his allrfceing Eye*? Refolved, de- 
liberately reiblved to facriftce, "w^t nvky dor dkl-liag 
JLiifts, but even bur irioft valuable In teiefbj 'when- 
ever they ftand in competition with thd good Plea- 
fure of his Will?— In^ Word ; as the Hart panteth 
irfiter the Watcr-^brooksj with fuch'v*i&i?w^»i and i»- 
txtinguiflyable Ardour^ have We thirfted^aftor-^-^a 
brighter Manifcftation-'of his divirte /Attributes**- 
fonle fwecter Airuranccs of his fpecial Lo^^Bi-*<mkl 
an evar-incrcafihg Conformity to his holyJ^MgeC^ 

Such was the Temper of thofe eKCelknt Men, 
who are charafteri^ed in the Scrtptbure^ of Triitk, 
as Children of the HIGHEST^ and PatternsTor 
our Imitation. This is their Language ; The Deftre 
ef our Soul is unto thy Namey and t4) the Remembrance 
£f Th^e^, With my $ml hav£ J. d^Jir^i Thee i^ ,the 
Ni^ht-y yeay with my Spirit mthin me wilhl fe^kShee 
^^arly f.*— Neither is fitdih Warmth tff l;ove; and 

■''■■'> * .' ^\. ,.;;'-'^^f.^^ 

^' ^^ •"?&!. IxJcMi tf J." '' ••'*"»" 

' f Jfai. xxvi.^ 8, 9. Wc cfih hardly teM, "^^hfeh to fld- 

Ittir* hidft, the Beauty of the ifeftxription, or the Piety of 

the Perfons. / ha*^e de^etiy and not with idiftivc^ WIffics, 

6 . ' bnt 



I F^fvJ9Urof Ddfire, any necdlefs or extravagant Fitch 

\ jDf Devotion; bMtzfeafonaUe Service^ indifpenfibly 

h Aacj from all inteliagent Creatures, to tht great 

t AV T H O R of their Being— in whom all poffibte 

f ^erfedions, with thtf utmoft Exaltation anti Dig^ 

I jfitjr, refide-^from whom ail Manner of Bleffings?, 

in the moft copious and^eyeri^fkiling Communica* 
! tionS) flow. 

When We receive, from, an abfent 'FmnJ^ ridi 
and repeated Prefents ; Cafks of g^iejrous Wine, or 
Jars of'ddiciouJ Fruit 5 We feel Ourfelves inkindled 
into a grateful Aficftion. We honour, We love the 
Peribn, who allows Us fuch a diftingutftied Place in 
jais Heart ; and expreiifes his cordial Regard, by fuch 
^SoFies of >a&ive and tender Benevdence.r-^The 
Blefled GOD ifi a friend to Us All, infinitely 
powerful, and cquajly munificent. We are the 
cottftant Objects of his mon than friendly, of his 
parental Cares. Every pafSng Moment is a Mef- 
fengerof his Patience, and.charged with fome To- 
fcea of his Bounty. For ^ur Sake, He has difFufed 
Bkfllngs.over. all the Face of the Earth ; and com- 
m^ded .every Element to concur, in minifteriirg to 
, jouT: Accommodation. He has not? only adapted his 

Benefits -^to our federal Wants ; but has given them 



* but fuch as prompt to vigorous Endeavours ; / ay/// JeeJ^ 
Thee'* ' And earfyy with the moft vigilant Application and 

> uitweaciod AiBdttity^^^The Emphafis is vory maclf in- 
creafed, by t)ie Addition- of thofe lively Wprd^, ^juh my 
Soul^ yta ^th my Spirit i with, the whole Bent and Sway 
of my Alfeftions, and with the fteady invariable Deter- 
mination of my Judgment*— 'Tljut htwe / defired Thee, 
^vea in .tht ifighil when bipjth the ^ Pu/fuits and the 
Thoughts of other Peopie,, are funk and lofi in profound 
Ilep<^. Tho8 tuili Jfkd^ Tbee» with a ZealA^fwr^ as 
the rifing — confiant as the returning Sun. 



a DhnjfficatitMj lai^ as' the Scope of our Wlftfes^ 
and an Enri<hmenf^ far beyond all that our Fancy 
could conceive. — Profufe Liberality ! Yetfmall irtS 
Scanty, compared with his moft adorable Benigrritjr 
in CHRIST JESUS. 

What? If GOD, willing to manifeft the fupcr- 
abundant Riches of bis Kiridnefs^ bad made bai^ the . 
Arm of his Omnipotence ; and ftruck a moft itfira- 
ctilou$ Road through the Surges of the Oeean,' to 
afford tfs a fafe Paflage ? — If, to accommodate Us 
in our Travels, He had brought Waters out. of the 
flinty Rock ; and bid the Ravens bring Meat to our 
Hands, bid tlie Winds convey Mianna to our Doofs ? 
— ^If, to furnifii Us with a commodious Settlement, 
He had dethroned mighty Kings, difpdflefled popu-^ 
!ous Nations, and made the Walls of impregnable 
Cities fall to the Ground ? — If, to farther the Dif- 
patch of our Bufinefs, or facilitate the Conqueft of 
our Enemies, He had arretted the Sun in his mcri* 
4ian Career, and laid an Embargo upon the Moon, 
fetting out on her nightly Tour ? — In fliort, if to 
promote our Welfare, He had fufpended the Powers,, 
and controulcd the Laws of univerfal Nature ; had 
wrought all the Miracles, exhibited in the Land of 
EgypU ^^ recorded in the Volumes of Infpiration— =• 
Should We not think Ourfelves under the moft in- 
violable Engagements, to lavQ tb^ LORX) ovr 
G O D, Who had done fo gr^st- Things fir Us ; t* 
love Him unfeignedly and ardently; to love Him 
with a fiipreme Affeftion, ftr above every other 
amiable Objeft ? — .Yet, We, hftve. greater, incom-r 
parably greater Obligations to our Almighty B E- 
N E FAC TOR. For (hear O Heavens f Won- 
dpr O Earth ! and let Eterjiity dwell upon the flu- 

. . , ^ pejQdoiit 
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pcn4ous Truth !) GOD fpand not his SON—hk 
awfi SOiV— hisrtranfcendently glorious and divincljf 
excellent SON — but dtliverfd byn up to the deepefi 
Humiliation, and to the moft accurfed Death, yi?r 
Us Men and our Salvation. 

O, Tberon ! Have We been impreffed with IVon^ 
defy at the Contemplation of this Goqdn^fs ? Have 
our Hearts glov^^ed with Gratitude^ under a Senfe of 
thefe Mercies ? Surely, No Man need be convi£):e4 
of jany other Crime, at the great Tribunal, thaa 
Infenfibility of fuch Love, and Ingratitude forTuch 
Favours. This, without the Acceffion of horrid 
Impieties, is enough to leave Him abfolutcly inex- 
cufablc. This is enough to prove Him one of the 
moft dijiginufiusy and moft deteJiahU of Creatures. , 

' Have We exercifed Ourfelves in frequent Thankf- 
giving ? Mahy are the Exhortations to this honor- 
able Duty. Frdife thy GODy O Siort *: Ptaife Him 
far his mighty AiSfs \ :-^Praife Him according to his ex*- 
allent Gmatnefs J. — Innumerable are the Incitements 
to abound in this pleafant Service. Every Comfort 
has a Voice, and cries in the Ear of Rcafon ; 07 
that Men would therefore fraife the LORD for hir 

Goodnefs^ 

• Pfal. cxlvii. 12, t Pfal. cl. 2. 

t Among thefe Exhortations, We may rank that beau- 
tiftii and devOut Addrcfs to GOD, ^HniL^> DlVnn 3W 
Bfal. xxii. 3. Thou th&t inbahittfi^ Light inaccefllbk, 
fhall I fay ? The Regions of Immeo^ty, or the Ages Of 
Eternity? No; but what is a* more exalted CharaSer— 
The Prai/es of IfraeL Finely fignifying, that Praife is a 
moft icteptable Sacrifice ; which the Divine MAJES- 
TY vottchfafts jto regard with peculiar DcHght.—Inti- 
matii^ alfo, th^t jthe Exerdfe of Praife ihoold not be an 
occafional Thing,' like a tranfient Fifit "to a Stranger's 
Hotrfe«; but a daily and ftlmoil-unintennittedSeiTice,iikie' 
^Ji09djtefidin» of a PerfoB in Us own Habitation. 
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.. ' * I 
Goodmfi* Every Deliverance enforces the Addrels, 

and furnifhes frefli Materials for the'heavenly Em- 
ploy.— ITie Man after GOD*s own Heart declares," 
as an inviting Example f6r our Prafticc j / will T)lefs 
the LORD at alt Times ': His Praife Jhall continuaUy 
le in my Mouth ♦ ; Yea, as long as I have any Beingy 
Iwillfmg Praifes unto my GOD f. — Indeed, when 
We coiifider the inexhauftilily rich Bounty of 
GOD our CREATOR, and the inconceivably 
tender Mercy of GOD our REDEEMER, it is 
both flSrange and deplorable, that the Love of GO li 
is not always prevailing in our Hearts, and the Lan- 
guage of Praife ever flowing from our Lips." 

1 win not fuppofe our CharaSer fo irreligious^ that 
We have neglefted the daily Worfliip of G O D, 
cither in our Clofet, or in our F^milyp~Butj hav^ 
we prayed with that profound reverential jfwe^ which 
is due to the HIGH and tipFTY ONE, wko 
inhahiteth Eternity ?•— Have We made our Supplica- 
tions with that fervent importunity^ which may, in 
fome meafure correfpond with the extreme Indigence 
of oiir State, and the invaluable Worth of the Blef- 
fings We crave ? — Have pur Petitions been attended 
with thztjieadyjtfianct^v/hich may glorify theGood- 
nefs, the Power, the Veracity of the LORD? 
May evidently declare. That He is rich in M^cyy t$ 
All that tall upon Html; vthgt He is the LORD 
JEHOVAH^ in whom is everlafiing Strength ft 
that He is the GOD of Truth, and faith ful for ri)er\ 
We call Him FAT HE R : but have We tr'ufted 
. in Hijn, with that unfufpeiting^ chearful, filial Con- 
fidence, which a Child repofes on the Fidelity and 

Indul- 

• Pfal. xxxiv. I. t Pfal. cxivi. i. J Roni. 

X. 1 2. H Ifai. xxvi. 5.. ^ Dcut. xxxii. 4. 
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Indulgeoce of fuch an earthly Relative I Have We 
not entertained, too often entertained narrow^ dif- 
honourable, beggarly Apprehenfionsj^ concerning the;. 
Treafures of his Liberality, apd the Bowels of hi$. 
Pity? Rating them even lower than our Parent's,^ 
our Friend's, or our own. . . ^ 

Have We been careful to carry the Spirit of out 
Prayers into our ordinary Conversation j and waited 
at the Door, as well as approached to the Throne of 
Grace ? — Amidfl the Intervals of our folcnuv Devo-^ 
tsons, have We cultivated an ejaculatery Intercourfc. 
with . Heaven ? How highly would the ambitious^. 
Courtier prize^ and how frequently would He w/Jr a 
privy Key, which fhould give Him, at all Hours, 
free Admittance to his Sovereign. This Key of Ad- 
mittance, only to an infinitely more exalted P O- 
TENTATE, We all poflefs in the Praftice of 
mental Afpirations to G O D.-— It is certainly the 
nobleft Employ, and will be the richeft Improvement 
of our Thoughts, to fend them in fuch fliort Em- 
baflfc's to the KING of Kings; and, to derive, by 
fuch decagonal Sallies * of f^aith^ a renewed Supply 

from 

• We.Jiav^, ^ Scrbture, very remarkable Inftances. 
of the Succefsy, which has attended ejaculatory Prayer,— r. 
Obfcfve N^hemkiif: He ftands before Jha/uerusj appre- 
heofive of t^e Monarch's Diipleafure, yet deiirott^ to fo- 
lipt Him in "RokBlf of Jmt/alem. To be delivered froxa, 
his Fears, and. to obtain his Defires, what Method, doesi 
He ufe? The.ipcan and feryile Arts of Flattery?. No« 
but the manly an4 devout Expedient of Prayfpr. ^ p^^^r 
id^ fays the Patriot, to the GOD of Heaven, --"Wt cannot 
fuppofe^ tiat He ftll 0^ Hit Knees,, or fpoke With His 
laips,, while |Ie continued in the royal Prtlence. . But he 
darted up his Soul in filent Supplication. Which Sap- 
plication ** pierced the Clouds;" reached the eternal 
Throne; and returned not again till a Bleffing lyas fent. 

Such 
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from th€ Fountain of all Good* How great a Lofs 
then muft it be to our fpiritual Intefefts, and how 
contemptuous a Difngard of the ever-prcfcnt J E- 

HOVAH, 

Such as totally averted the Wrath, He dreaded; and 
procured Favour and Afliftancey much larger than He 
expeded: NihiPt, il. 4. 

Wh^ D^'vid heard, that JhUophd^ the ableft PoUtidan 
in his KijigdoiBf wa^ revoked to Ah/alom ; feuiible wh|t a 
Lofs hh Affairs had fuftained, and what an Advantage 
the rebellious Party had acquired. He betook himfelf to 
his G O D. He {fiaid not for an Opportunity of Rffm- 
vienty but inftaptly and upon the Spot cried ; O LORD,^ 
I fray Thee 9 turn the Coun/el of Ahitophel into Foolijhmjs I- 
-^A fljort Addrefs, but very effixacious, H E, who dif- 
appointeth the Devices of the Crafty, fent a Spirit of In- 
fatuation among the Rebels ; and inclined them to rcjeft 
the Advice of that judicious Statefman* Which falfe 
Step brought upon their horrid Enterprize, the Ruin it 
deferved ; and chagrined the wretched Traitor, even to 
Rage, Frenzy, and Suicide. 2 ^am. xv. 31. xvii. 23. 

ji7n^nt<ir, at a memorable Period of his Life, was un- 
der great Diftrefs of Confcience, and harafled by violent 
Temptations. He made his Cafe known to an experi-. 
cnced Friend ; who faid, Amyntofy Tou do not pray. — Sur- 
prifed at this. He replied ; ** I pray, if fuch a Thing be 
*• poffible, too much. I can hardly tell, how many Times 
** Jn the Day, I bow my Knee before GOD; almoft 
** to the Omiffion of my other Puties, and the Negleift 
" of my neceflary Studies.'* — ** You miftake my Mean- 
** ing, dear Amyntor. I do not refer You to the Cere- 
*^ mony of the Kneey but to the Devotion of the Ihart^ 
** Which neglefts not atvf Bufinefsy but intermingles 
** Prayer with all. Which, in every Place, looks unto 
** the LORD; and, on every Occafion, lifts up an in- 
•* digent longing Soul for the^upply of his Grace. This 
** (added He^ and fpbke with a peculiar VehenieneeJ* 
** ihish the Prayer which all the Devils in Hell cannot 
" withlland.^*— ^This, I would farther obferve, is thp 
Prayer, which brings down fomcwhat of Heaven \ni6 
the Heart ; in which I would myfelf dcfirc to abound 5 
and would earnetlly recommend, to all my Acquaintance, 
and all my Readers. 



H OVA H^ tofimk wtir^ly^ or long to dtfoontioue, 
ihi» mod beneficial Fradlic^ of habitual. Adoratioui I 
-HQan Yo*, my de^x 27j^^«» acquit yourfelf i»ft 
this Atticlc of Enquiry ? Has not every Day of your 
Life been a Day of JsTegligcnce in this JKefpea ? 
Been a'perpetual Difobediencetoour S AVIOUR*s 
Injundiion ; A^n ought^ in this Manner, aiways ta 
/»rjr» and^wt U faint *- 

Have We <idmaifie4 tke Sahhaib? Has Am 
LORD'S Day, with all its fi^lemn and facred Of- 
fices, been our Delight ?^— Have We remembesed 
that diftinguiflied Portion of our Time, as Jaat 
remembered the delightful Interview at iV«///? Have 
We.expeSed it, .as Merchants expcfi the Arrival of 
a xichly laden Veffel i . Have We improved it, as 
Hulbandmen impiFove the ibining Hours of the Bar* 
reft ?— Have We wholly laid afide ^cry earthly En- 
gagement ; not fpeaking eurjiwn Wdrdi f? nor allow- 
ing Ourfelves in. any Gratifications, which may in- 
tenrupt our Comm^imion with ' the FAT H £ R of 
Spinets ? Has an^ D«y in his Cruris htm freferGhk U 
a Thou/and J, fpent either in the Works of our C^dl- 
iag^ or in ^e Scenes^of Recreation ?<-nHave the Me- 
inorials of our REDEEMER'S dying Merits, 
and the Seals of his unchangeable Loving-kindnels, 
been relijhed as a Feaft, and prized as a Portion ? 

Have We honoured GOD'sholy Whrd?—Wbat 
greater Mark of Difefteem, than to defpife a Perfon's 
Difcourfe ; and not to think his Speech worthy of 
our Notice ? Efpecially^ when He addreflcs Us with 
very, gce^ SeriQufnc^s, and with the utmoft Affec- 
tion. , In our Bible, the GOD of Glory fpeaks to 

' his . 

• Luke xviil, r. f 1^"- l^ii- IJ- t ^^al. 
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Us Creatures; fpeak^ with, the mQft|i«duafive Ener-- 
gy, and with all the Yearnings of pafental Tender- 
,iiofs.. Have We liftened to our CREATOR, 
with Reverence and Delight; and rejoiced witli 
. TiBmbling at^flw faith the LORDf 
I -Have We fetched the Oiades of Truth, not 
jnerely as Sehrim/^^ butat Simurs ; not from a Spirit 
^f Cujriofitjr, or with an Air of Formality, tmt with 
a Solioitude aiid Ardour, becoming Perfoiis who 
M^irerafter the SAVIOUR of their Idft Soitfs? 
Have We fubmitted our inmoft Thoughts to their 
{iiiipiifU^tial Scmtiay ; ta ratetve Conviaion of Sin 
fron» their aurful JUmonftraaces, and to hear the 
S^ntidQoe of Condemnation at their righteoas Bar i-^ 
Have .We been wiUing to fuffer the Repro^h of 
itMfacis Ba/MMj^vwiMle^thejr have ripped up the Dif-- 
.gmfes of Fahbood ; lard open our fecret Iniqlrities ; 
and bwwght all our evil Ways to Rcn^cmbrancc? 
Thu& Jofiah afled. His Heart 'WaS'4enikrw and He 
humbled Himfelf before the LORD y He rent his 
Ciathesy and wept htfere the LQfLD ; tttkfli He heard 
the Words of the Book of the L<»w-** 

Have We hid the glad Tidings of the GofpeU 
v^ithin our'Memories, witbinour Hearts? Have We 
been diligent to fuck this Honeycomb \ of Grace, by 
concomitant Meditation, and fubfequent Prayer ?*— ^^ 
Have We valued the precious Promifes^ as Gentle- 
men of Wealth value the Writings of their private 
. Eftates ; or as eitfranchifed Bodies efleem the Char- 
ier of their public Privileges ?***Hxve We, like the 
):>rincely Patriarch, longed for thofe W6rds of £it- 
ficeitiony Eichetttatkni. and Comfort^ more than for our 

nece^flary 

• 2 Chron. xxxiv. 27. f Cant, v. i.. 
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necelTaiy Food * ? And, like the royal Prophet, 
prevented thd Night- watches, that We may be 
occupied itl thofe Statutes f and Ordinances fji 
Heaven ? 

We have hikherto confined the Examination, ta 
a few Inftaiibei of the affinn€^ive Kind ; how dread* 
fully will the dark Account be fwelled, if, inftead 
of Love and Obedience, there be Hatried and Op* 
pofition*— jyiiirri/ of the Name, Glory, and Wor* 
ihip of G O I) — Ofpofttion to his Intereft, Kii^- 
dom, and Service ! 

G O D is infiniti P^rfe^hn : Wordiy of all Admi- 
ration : exalted above all Praife, Yet do not our 
Thoughts more frequently, or more naturally turn 
upon our own Accompliihments, than upon the it- 
luftrious and fhining Attributed of the ALMIGH* 
TY ? This is, in itfelf, the moft Ihamcful Diiagei 
and, in GOD's Sight, the moft abominable Idda- 
try. Yet, let Us obferve, and We fhall probably 
find, that, as Damps arife in the Mines, or Fogjs 
in the fenny Grounds, fo naturally, and fo copioully 
do thefe felf-admiring Reflexions arife in our de- 
praved Minds* 

GOD is an e^irlafiing King^ Have We not 
often refifted his Authority, by open Difobedieiice ; 
often difputed it, by fecret Murmuring ? HaveW» 
not, as far as in Us lay, depofed the omnipotent 
SOVEREIGN, and exalted S^lf into the 
Throne ? Made Self-will our Law, and Self-pleafing 
our End I Thus adding Sacrilege to Rebellion ? 

GOD is tranfcendently gracious and enoMe.'^ 
Amiable as He is, have We not too often fpumed 
Him from our AiFe&ions, by being Lovirs ofPUa-- 

Vol. 11- Y Jurt^ 

; Job »gui, i2» t P^* ^* H>» 
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furcy moreihah Lovers of GOD*? Gracious as He 
is, Have We not too long turned our 'Backs "upon 
ffini, ByYorgctting his Benefits; being ittfenffblo 
of his Prefence ; and not having fo miich as 'a real 
Defire to ferve or glorify Him ? O ?" hbw conimon^ 
y^t how heinous, 16 this Iniquity! It is a total De- 
parture from the great End of our fiiiiftence. It 
renclers our whole Life one contfnual Sin. Nay, 
1ft is 21 Complicatibn of Sins ; it is every Traufgref- 
flon in Embrio. What is the Stubbonln^fs of ca.- 
itjfled. Children, and the Negligence of entAifted 
Sbrvants? What k the Indifference and'piYdaim 
<)f' obliged Dependants?' What the Deceft' "^ahd 
'Tfiafcfiery of .chofen Favourites? Is not each of 
thefe Practices, odious, vile, provoking? Yet they 
are an included in that one grand B^li^an habitusJ 
•Fcfrgettdlnefs of the bleffed G O D.' ' ' " ■ 

AWake, Confcience ! Summoned and chai^d as 
Th6u art, in Behalf of tiiy fupreitie 'E0K0i bear 
an finpartiaf Tefiimoriy. Then, t &i ' j^eiftAded, 
'iUt'phartfee in our Breaffs, like the Mali iiifutniih^d 
* wl tfi the Wfedciing- garment, ' ttiiift be^ fpe^fefe and 
confounded ; muft Hand felf-convi<5'fe^'^s&id( 'iElf- 
condemned. /. 

Is our Heart warm with hrotbertj Z^^f— ©Aod- 
niariners will' put Expreflkjfas'of Civili^thrttfour 
^Months; btit has a Pc^er from^n If Igh itoiAatiited 
>'ti«^ myrf Law of^eterity fti o<«r Bi^ettftji ?r:.5fhaffllia- 
"^a^WiDfTa Ge»itlen^^ rfeqmtes^iziJDfelAittBiicteaBcaef-^ 
-*bfe^^<Ati^g, taii(>c<»urteotti^::::l^^^ 
" ChffftianHj taftrght'tf stb love, ti<ff in TFhrdot pltiu- 

^ ' ?---v ■, \:.> • ...v*-wi *»x:' \c;, ^V/ 6b ^'b-jrv^p 
• 2 Tim. ii. 4, t i John iii. i^^ 



3^Q VKe love our Ntedgfahpurs, not vs^ely, on a^*^ 
count qf fome Relation tbey; hear Us^ or> fdme^ Se&^ 
, ¥ic«s.tbcy have done Us ? But, becaufc they zm 
Greatures.of the hleffed GOD.; are the Objeaa of 
his. providential Gare ; and capable at leaft of be^rig 
conformed: to. his Image? 0o We love them* be- 
fsuife WcMp^ that tb^ I^ORD. ySSUiCIf^I&T 
has bought tjiem with hi?i, Blood i, and ha? nwrf^.or 
will, m^kje them Partakers of bi^ SJP J RIT, ^aad 
l^lembe^of bis WyAicaJi Body-? . :: 

Ape We fincerel)^ conceriied for their Qredjt and 
Intfirqft; forv their' pr^ent Welfare^ and ^ti^al 
Sa^neft}? D.o We^ embrace allOpportui^iities^Qf 
promoting, both the one^ and the other i. Sj;]|^l;i|^9 
^emwith they2r/«^ Alacritjr, and improve then? vpth 
tiie£une 2!eal« )vv:^if;h a^^^tq Vs in {^uifuing^ftfr 
««;« Felicity?:— If. they ^xcce4 Vs in all tjtw^tii? 
s^iatde,. aifd ^1 tha^ is. prpiper^u^ do W^,conip 
jgrnslf^ tfaejr.^gerjipr ^^eilejfipe iq^ith a i;eal Cflpy- 
gljuse^py, ai^d thejr more abundant Succefs wit]i ^ 
wal%t^fft£li9ri ?. I^ SfffiJ^^s, t^at exorbitant Sn-- 
cro^l^i:>^k?i8t .i^ithin ^QWf^ds j ^^i do We jSrf, 
Nip^ b^e^y ^r 0f|;», &/^ another's W^ajtb ? 

Dxi. We diflikc to hear, aj)4 abhor to fpread, df!- 
famatory Tales ; even when our Advcrfaries are the 
Men, whom they tend <t<^ blacken ?-^Whe» rudely 
ittf&onted^ 01$ qaufelieflfr.&hured^ do W# pity>th« Of^ 
^foidfvS) bai\htiJf^miQ done to their ovm Sopls ; fjM* 
liheQ'than kftnil^ i«tQ RefeotmiKnt»^ at t\^t .hdiffiitf 

We^flow «Q;£^ngex^>«ldtAo^efliiiy pfott^ed l- hM 

JWemudi^mom.wUliiig tp tie rfBconcited, than to 

f0iii^^])ii\>)ealtittl^ and profcmtte Reven^ ? Tn a 

y^\ fe Wft /(ivi fl«r kp^mr> Ws iSmj tb^ 
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turfe Us; da Goad to thim^ that bate 11$: and pray 
for tbem^ which defpitefully ufe Us, andperfecute Us* ^ 
— *Wiltout thiti loving and lovely DifpoAtign^ i^Plr 
^*il^.ffrj^ th4?/Apoftlc, inrifathfi aigpodeftitute 
of fpiritind, and b9>^ x\p Fttnefs fi^r eternal, ]L.ife. 

ij^ mt ifcdd— Are alj wr Grac^, ao<i dllQur 
\J5^i^, iffUM.tmlb Humility^f T)ti$ fti9uld,b^,l;l\c 
Drefsf lA which they fevernlly ?^a^ar;; ^as wel^ a^^ the 
Bo^ pf Gowei^n,' whkh»Uniw« tbw ^\\ Xs-rrJ^ 
We.?tiaMitfaiA a ygfy ,Iovr^ O^nipn pf our^iS^^ Ac- 
tompliAra^ts, tvA^i^H^amt:pr^^{MmiPL^ 
felvis B? Habitually fenfible, thatWff:»r§[lrfs^^h^ 
the l^aft of the iiylf^Mf€tic^y ftn4 thftl^rjiiilqwfeft 
<lf 'S&AP(irs ? '. •-(-.'? «T .^ - -^r* '''^.•^<'V lodxngrr^ 

^Ihnight eafily haiee^brancbDii qdt i3I:ithe<^re^ftAt 
iogiSubjefts, intt^ainuch grifcal»i»^yariet)Fj<^(ihtee^ 
xDgatary Artidesk ' But r^nlitnd<^>6hly ittiv|€fefinit 
Yioa*\mh a fipfidnieiik YfottrotoiBMdd&t^ohftmll 
enlarge • the. Sketchy imd iuppljc •wbat-ic deiefktvi^; 
Only let me b6g of Youv my deaf JFariefcid^ dti>itaf 
yotuL State b]ithi^Touchftpi^.9^^ pttfvUiy^r^ifys^ 
dua b)r this Standard* vvAi^d^vay^he^F^K^ff^^ 
of Li^s^giyr^YQU aa ¥fldaibi^ing,^tft clif<ftar* 
, •->'-;■";'•' -^''"^ c -:, ?.-. . ' ^..i...;/u^j c^^tbp 



• Matt. y. 44« »Jrtf MoffHfr^i^^JLo^is /to? H0w djt 
intercftedt How extenuve ! hbw,^uxnplia;lt i Mult not 
all ^t hdiif!tedSen^iXiiue bf''tli^¥hH6f6phef ^1 too. 
i^lift^'ibnke Sail'to^sevongelkat. C^uiStjIi^ Muftjmt 

tethMoraI|«;,MJP^l9iM^ jHNlwf 

fity of a ^fW«# Operation^ thus to enlarge, exalt> aad 
te&dthciifociaUffeaJonkr '• ' '^ *^^'^.i .T?r 

t ijohnfii' 14;-^' '>\' 
t I Pet. T. 5. Dre/f, Bffndr^i^e unii'fiiaf Wbfd Jlo^- 
CimMi is fuppofcd to have ioth thefe Siguificadonff* 
ii Rttii«xii*iQi. .. 
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the exaft Purity and fublim^ Perfeaion of hii hdly 
Law! ^" • ^' .nn<^^ -i^ 

Hav^'You lived' In the uninterrupted Obl»v&hce 
of alftfcefe Dutie^ ; avoiding whatcvef is fcrt)i*#efei 
and obejriii^ whatever is comniwidcd ? Y6ui"but- 
ward BehaviourJ I know, 'has been free ffbni no- 
torious* Vidldtiohs ; but half yOut inward T^Hiper 
beeA pf^rvedi' fFdin 'aflruiigodly Mbtidhs^ and 
ftom eve^ tifteguWr Defire ? I^thferend Enmity in 
your Heart' to a^y of the ftaiepts ; nor any Back- 
waMnefs^ AbV dfly^Faihi*^,^ iw pciformiwg'ftich Ifld 
evay^Injunaioii P*^ ■ •^''"■- """ ■"■• "^ '^»-^ ''^•-"'^^ 
' Whfert Yott>ut'theft'qj<effti6nsto YobYftIf, re- 
member J That every Sin is a Contempt oTIftlinite 
Majefty, and fupreme Authority. That every Sin 
piolltites the Soul, and Tendersrit a Khid^bf^Hell; 
isa D^artwre frotrt' 'Q O D, and ^n Iriti^dti8n of 
thc^Oevih TThattteWagcSdueiJo every^fiiit,' -is 
^tCTiifldr^E^dabhr/ and the^iybom.' daiounced^Dn^eveiy 
SJnfiofv'b •hievaflaftingX;urfe.-^RcrhtemBtrt;tjThat 
if Yrti lbifcin*:iow Poinr, oraii dnj Begwe,iyodi36:e 
gttil^ of aH ^. • Way"3 if -^ur Cdrifonhity^Be, 'not 
^^rfi^'^s ^^-m^p^fea; Yod^feicur tiie Pe- 
n^il^,^ <ild^sref^baitdtJmJd tO' Gdiidemmtilyit'^ui^- 
titss, renouncing all your ^rr/iwj/ Performances, 
.You place your whole Affiance on a SAVIOUR'S 
AMefAehkV ihd^l^^AV^ trl^s'teifrht A'efs. 

ynufruMrarlafbioig' State>;ttpim dier>^<MBher>ii^otA^ 
acknowledge Yoi^felf^^ gpor ^rfolvent ; and plead 
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Obedlexuie ; and rely on the imparalleted ^erit of 
^ur JLJEBEEMER's Blood. 

.ToAofe who helicyc, the Law> though y?r/^, is 
notMrrihie, Becaufe, be its Precepts of j^olinefs 
ever fo extenfive^ ifhey have b^en n^oft campletcly 
fulfilled by their glorious S U R E T Y ^ Be its penal 
SaliS^ions ever fo rigorous, they have been fitisfi^d 
to tfce utmoft, by their great M E D.I AT © R.— 
Believers, thenefore, may make their BqiS: of their 
adorable 6 P O N SO R. They may // under bis 
Sba4m, whh gnat Delight ♦• While the Thunder- 
iligs of Mpunt S/«^4,|and.aU the Terr^rs.of the le- 
gal .Di^nfation, te^d <inly to increafe and quicken 
the f efreihing.Senfe of their Safety. Juft as the Pof- 
leflbr of a plentiful Eftate, in fome peaceful^d pro- 
fperous CoUintry» repofes Himfelf under the S^hade 
ofJlls.VJric, Or the Shelter of his-Fig-tree^ and, 
hearing of the Wars ivhich embroil, ^r the Ptagues 
^hich depopula'fe ^ther Nations, tafte^'Wifh aug- 
mented Helifli, Jiis own Teiicity. ^ , 

Let me clofe with tte affc£lioriafe afid emp'haticd 
,Wifh -9f an Wpvccdepiftofeiy Writer.^ That :r*^ 
'fJO^Rp of Peace m^y give ri^^de^r if^^lortllViii^ 
-^always-^by all 'Means f ! 'T%en ^ihall thfnk, my 
"XVlfhes are accomplilhing, and this Bldfittg is^at th« 
Door,w1ien He^es tSe"PWr//y of 'the'dJvrneLaw-^ 
^— fees the Depravity of his OWn Nature -^aitd the 
Imfojfthility of being juffified, without arfflttei'eft in 
Hie great MEDIATOR'S Righteoufnefs. That 
iR^ightcoufnefs, which, as it is the ohly Hope, arid the 
eonftant Joy, is therefore the darling Theme, of 
..... > - tour i;ii(rjfhh^ul]^ 

,^ ^^^ i^^ PA SIC. 

P. S. 
• Cant. ii. ji f aTKefT. iii. i6. 



t-ct«* Thjeron /(9 AspAsio. 34J 

P,^, Shall habridge the preceding Letter, and con- 
trail the Whole into thofe two .great Com- 
mandments, which made the firft awakening 
Impreffions on my own Mind ? Thoufluib love 
the LORD thy GOD with Khh ihy Heart : 
TBbu Jhalt Ipvi thy Neighbour as,TU,Y&EUV* 
—^Amazing ! laid your ^o^,^. .'Axt tAffe.tht 
"■ Gomrriands of GOD? As obligatory,. a5 the 
' Prohibition of Adultery^ or the Qbfexvation 
"irf'khe^ Sabbath? Then has my whole Life 
^'Ibteii a tbf^inual ^A6i of Dirobedieiice. Not a 
■'^IJay, ho, ribr an Hour, in which I have per- 
' fohned my Duty.— -This Conviftion ftruck 
'^ tfleV'as ;tTie -Hfthd-wrfe^ upon the Wall 
'"^^ ffiruck *tte 'pi-^ifemptU6ii&* Monarch.~Tt pur* 
'; • /rtfed'iT^5''&aP Saw/ puffii^a^ the €hriJlians^.Aot 
^ '"'''^dhly to nrtfy^owh'Hodfe, but even to diftant 
^'' CBSfesi---N6r live!* gave ^p tha^greAt^Coa- 
'*'' iirSverfy-j^fll, tthder't^^ jBMue'ndsis,,ofrthc 
^njF tigynt>fp^ , it ijrottght hie weary c^d 'bii^' 
laJen t^ JETUS CHRIST. ' ' - ^ 




, '. • I 



-v.'.-.n>;!;viE"nT -T- E -R- If. '■ ,\c 

" ^;'--' Tftfg'feo^'/^- ASPASIO. 

.1L|6,R'E j^fian'thr^V^eeks are elapfed^ iince 

Yoii fa^urfed liflfe with your improving Com- 

,pany, Diiriijg which Interval, I have freaucntly 

Y 4 «€•!- 
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recoUe Aed the moft^ateriai P»t^ of plii late!i>|i4i . 
cQurfiBa* I have carefully confidetedV' bcltfa^ thi^< 
Doftrincs You advanced, andthe Atifw^rs>irOfx ^ 
returned to my fcveral Objc£l:ions.— I b^e oftdn 
reviewed your valuable Letter; \k^ tifed^tt^sCs^ii 
' Touch' fione^ to examine ray State! ; iTA\m^\\fiS^. * " 
great Punduality, obferved youl^ partit^^dVibe.-^ 
have fat, every Evening; io\ A Pim^tVi iAifJi£nd^, 
and have endeavoured to"ta\^e a f r^lie iM(Im^rib]|n 
Draught of all its diftiftguifhiil|iQttilftiesP *Airt, '^ 
if the Diafy is a faithful Mirr6j^ iflt'dod^'ndlr^" 
gravatc the Deformity of riiy^#rf3re^/-l!'ftail'l» 
abfolutcly ou^ of Conceit WWfmfytelf: I ik^U ever 
' entertain the^ fnean0^t>pMod of 'mf own^^ei^tar^ 
nioral or rcligiods Q^alificatioiis. * ''^ ^'.••.r.D-' 

Where is that intenfe and fupre^nie XmfHtQOV)i 
V^hich bis tranfcendentPerf^flioAS dniH€nge,\ndiy$ 
" ineffable Qoodnefs claims ?— *Where^i3bi£' firm '«d 
joyful Rename ori CHRIST J £S US;'' in ahf 
Degree proportioned to his infinite Merits siiid in- 
violable Promifesf— Where that cordial-and tender 
Afte£tion for my Fellow-chrlftidris^ sAH^ '^4\xt W- 
the Sairant$ df a Divine R£Di>!E#[1Eii I ^fce 
People virhom He rkitfomed by hi* A'g0rites^'^J^tl 
purchafed with his very Blood*?— Whefia fe ifi*Ia^* 
cenff of holy Contempl^i<«r and'feftridd^B^tri!? 
Where the Flame of fervent 'Dei^d«e«r%a '"few* 
aaive Zeal? Such a* )^t^^^i}xt''Uinfi^'^t^n^<X 
GOD, in which his mbft inimaeufeW *n<|^igro!*5a^ 
SPIRIT vouchfafes to refld«*;i-2Thd^ luftaiflierf^ 
tal Graces, like the grand OFgan^'ih ihe^«lMKif 
Syftcm, ihould impart Health W^^tSe S'ddtt'ndiS 
fpiead the Beauty of Holineft dirdugh all tlid^Conii 
vcriation. But thefe^ sU^s ! far frgm beating with 
4 » 
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^ a vifdf^tfT ami i^)SBrwf Puilr^ f^aftdly 4ite*^ 

i ! Life ; only juft^ftruggfe) ^bwr«itd thea^ v^ith JcAfiOAn 

I faint, int<»tAitlfed^'%neinBn TJmHr&i uoY :*>nnfi<CV 
jA How fel4(^ 4o.sn7 AAlolis'^s^vfroinr (BmtiM' ^ 

g tude to ttefieved^ng B^if EE^fi^T Qi^ bf wifk) t^ > 

I at the Gloryfofabis fuiw-^|K:^j0!liijMiWJ^&ir^v?^\^ 

I —In addri5lBi^ill»fKIf^Q^fti^9ff*fc.jfewflh<^ 

[ ing is my 9Aitte^tiftni Ijfovir gr^at^ my iTtobdirfjr r^rt* ^ 

how little mjf ' ffit^rentif* Awcj ?fc-:I JPeccftp- *Miii^ ' 
merable Mterci^sV W.tt*er9^,*rein?y{RetWtijl»i*fV 
c<»Tcfpondfent ,Xter*4dn€<s ?. , J. . aqa:.' fiiif p4 'swilk „ 
many gK^iausf^Ch^ififi^niCsiinbtit wi^^O^ 

* Kefignatiwi or due Iinprx3wrOTwit»'rrTAJi<i feRjuj^r 
hcartlcft Devotionsy mJfx.Bftlffifeyict^e^Js'tattd UWn 
Multitude pf my r^ySffrf /^fiKi^l-AmKiAb^liind We 

' Maik of ^igiomrdb' Dccthcyi'^ ail.4>j{o!fteicw{Miritohjh^ ' 
Forms of RdSgioB^' 1 wa^ al<)9gt»th6nhtfi^tiilq|blr(> 
with my fjftrtl^iBjSitate. ^l;i5tofiedjmyfdif^Kfi&,ftfivf' 
increafed'Siith^&ois^.and i'o\ hmMoN^crf^ NotUng: 
even while I nnr^t-wntthed^ 4iW mferabk^ trnd^fnor^^ 
and Uind^ and naked %.v » ny^ii ■*'- ^ 

, Jf I to*Iteaky ©1* i^visW' fter.Y^wt«f yJS^^M*:^ 
and«Maiihoodi W^at-^ha^bee^-AeTtenwr; wfia*»4l* 

' the Afpe£l of my Life? More like zd^fohtxsrzui. 

horrid Wilden^cfs j than ^cultivated Gafid^ dfta 

I fruitful Vineyard.*-«^In Youthy what for'djd Qcatifii^ 

tions of Appetite 1 In Manboodf wjlat bale CompH-r 

' ances with a wicked World ! In ba^^ Jivhat Shoks 

■ of evi[ Inclii)^ions have polluted nny ^eart ! What 
Swar»s^0f v&iftrlfl&ginations ha]ine debafed rtiy 
XbPHgbl^J <^Whflt |f{:tdhlyr andounpiifofitahle Wdhi^ 
bftvcMrc^ptjfj^optjWiyili^ip* l-i*r%^l whk*, hiyw tmm 

mJ'*» f) t:^'^ Ticj'r ■!C> * r;'^ •»*>**-?' ■'' ■ r-^*^I 

• Rev. jli. f 7. 



1 4ifabe]redp. ^d how dtflionpurcd GOD ! -How 
iaw.L denied, and how, crucified the XOjRZ) ^jS- 
Sl/S CHRIST!— And yet fuppofe myfelf, adl 
the while, to be good enough ! 

It is fomething unaccountable, that a,Pec/on ofa\y 
inquifitive DifpofitioAt ibpuldi, ^J:qifgh {jic t^i^c 
of fo many Yeai^^ be.iiichjap, u^ ^^finjP!^ ^o^ipi^- 
klU I wondeir at fflf owi .pr^^ff(\^ fS^7ihrT9 
trawl into foreign Countri^, ^ad vif^^^ re- 

nowned Cities of Eurqfc'y ,pct^ney^r i|q>.^e^^ ^ 
Threlboldl, .nor look within the ^^^pf^i^^y 
own Bre«ift.?T-Tp carry oj^ a Co^^fpond'ence wim 
mj Frienda,, even in the remofc^ft Na^ionf ^^ ^an^ 
never enter upon a Conference,, noj- horn angs In- 
telligence witji my own HQ.art J-j-'lTo ©mjuip^^aft^ 
News from the Fleet,, News ^^om tjbe ^rny^Tf^^ 
from the Court j yet exercife ncjtnpr Curiou^ iior 
Caj^e, with regard to the Hqpe of Heaven, 'and^^ip 
Concerns of Eternity !— WJiat egregious ^^ifcpii* 
du6t.is.this.! A moft pernicious Error, in the Oe- 
conomy of religious Life. j. 

Sometimes, I have caft a tranftent Gl^ce oi^ my 
$uhvard Behaviour; but. never extended my Search 
to the Delinquent, the Tjraitor, the Rebel within^— 
And even my pytward Behaviour has been furveyccj, 
wUh as mi;ich erroneousPartiality, as iuperficial jjpe- 
vity. , It has been compared,' not with that ixaM aiid 
fublim^ Sttnd^jd^ the Scriptures of Truth ; .but, as 
in the C^fe of the felf- deceiving Pkarlfeey with' the 
unjuft, extortionatCjj adujtefpus Pr^Aices of (bme 
other People, From whence! fnoft unwarrantai^ly 
cor^luded. That, being xiQt quite, fo abandoned as 
the moft profligate Creatures, my Character muil 
be good, and my Condition fafe.— But, Thanks to 

' '^ " your 



y6uPlaft"*fricridIjr Leitter, and the fcktchinglEBCpc- 
di^t ttr^dommend'ed, I^m liow in a different Way 
of^Thiiltlng.^ ' 

It k ftf ange to recolle£b, and indeed it is fhameful 
to coiiifels, thfe ttttiiy Artifices which I have ufed, to 
))U'f 4^0^^/ dpmt niyfelf;-^ometrine$^ Ihave feniled, 
thit tee drvTn)i Law could never "be fo ftriA, as U> 
coMemntJs iriexoraitly, only "bfccaufe WcTontinue 
t)Ot in all its Precepts.«-^Sometimes, I have pleaded 
life trSttiA^ 6f xnir 'Nature, and ' endeavoured tm 
mikirthc Wdrti' ofDattnefs appear only as pkiafele 
Failings.— Sometimes 1 have taken Refuge in the 
•ExccMcncy'of our Church, ^nd plumed myfelf with 
the Bo?ro\v^ Featttiefrs of ^J religious "Profeffion;— . 
Ai'otSer 'Times, J haVe 'foothed myConfcience to 
fee(f,";by.a Punftuality of Attendance onTlaces, or 
a eesflous Attachment to Forms. And all this, to 
feduccp' 6ajole,*^*andhfctray myfelf^— betray myfelf, 
firll' liitb a vain Conceit bf my own Endowthcnts; 
-then into a contemptuous Difregarddf CHRTSrt\ 
land at laft into eternaM)^r«if?/wi. — But now I fee 
*fny Guilt ; I apprehend my Danger; and feel ^ my 
. helplefs Condition. 

Indeed, irty Affajin^ I am now convinced, that the 
dii^eft Colours cannot be too dark, for thePourtrait 
of^my fpirituail State. I' fee myfelf overf^read with 
an habitual' Depravity, and cannot forbear crying 
■ou^ -with the abiUhed Leper; Unclean! Unclean''^! 
-^Thefacred Grades in no wife mifrcprefcnt fallen 
Man, when they defcribe Him zs ahogetherbkom 
ahdmnable f. They are far from under-rating hu- 
miJin Works, when they denominate them fithy 
Ragf. 

• Xevit. »ii. 45. f Job xv. i6. 
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Ragr^.' rRags Aey are, if We confider theip great 
Imperfoaten J filthy Rag8> if We advert -to their 

manifold 

• ^ai. Ixiv. 6. Does not Theron mifapply thia ']f«t ? 
Can It be intended to difcredit the Qualifications olF the 
Ufrigbt ? Is it not rather a Brand fct upon Uie Works of 
the Wicked \ whoft vtxy *^ Sacrifices are an Aboittina- 
" tipn to the LORD ?" Or, ,a Rebuke rivrn %q the 
fpecious Performances of the Hypocrite i who is preci/e 
in the Form, but deftitate of the Power of Godlinefs ? 
Ori may it not refer to ritkkl Obferrances ; in Cdntni'- 
diftinftion to mora} Datiesi and fpiritual Endowments i 

T^'he difparaging Charadler muft not» I think, be con-i. 
fined to^ ritual Obfervances ; becaufe jit is exprcfly faid^ 
A iu L our Righteou/nejes ; of every Kind 5 be what they 
ymJUi tto^Exception is made.-^Neither can it 1>e appro* 
piiatqiditotiieyvr^ntf/ Hypocrite, much left- t^i the jmm« 
ri>^,Wickj?d;. becaufe, thofe very Perf<;ini, »^9,ar^.l]ie 
SuDjedl of this AiTertion, declare in the Context ; LORI^, 
We are thy People', Thou art cvr FATHERi Wefi>aUh 
foFved. — So that it (eems intended, not fo much to ftig- 
matizQ any particularBehaviMr^ as to ftam iii^nde tf 
all hOQl^^ Glory, 

Befiaes; the Prophet fjpeaks of him/elf I'^i&'dtt are as 
mitttckanTbir^. WhicD, h6wever-ftrange w 1tt4i«afon- 
aUe it may appear, is the very fanie Ghargey • to wJuck 
He pleads guilty in another Place ; Wo is me I I am uu* 
dank ! For I am a Man of unekan Lips / Not that He was 
defiled with any grofs Pollutions ; nay. He was a Saint 
of)lie iftoft difiin^rtttihed Luftrls'^ btft')&^^ EiBf^mtfiH^U 



KiNG; th LORD o/Hofis. ^th'^zs^im^ti^'t^^ 
MmkU^hnsofa 6<QD, doridh^^i^ffolihcJ^^iBfM' 
ibieiif ijttfti^e, and infinite in'^a^ P«*H¥£!^li^Ald)lft 
tW^ M^nrfe&aHbi^s, the< Ii»|^ity'ol^lu§S^[&Hr^^> 
tore, were not onl^abparei^t, fefuf^^IiaflAjH^fidrdi l» a^kis^ 
w^i^liiid Him :wi%h Afeafhident, -afctf, m ^^M^ST 
wai^-^l^ried' i^^Ty^rm: vi:f.)m^ l6i#%!tk 

'"-iti^^ fitch G4*«ttittffehees; iattd1ittdi#>liJteV1*M^all^il*^ 
jiit)pal'Vi#ttted^llndK&vaitgetkal'^ra^^1airoiiFe^(»d(^ 
of Devotion •a^:Jifi%^^Cliarify» n^^ff i^e^asrfl/k^ar 
both de^sfiiirisf and pblluted. By no means proporuoned 

to 



manifold Defilements. And, fince t^- Nature of 
GOD is irrcconcifeably averfe to all Contamma^ 
tion ; iince the Law of G O D requires unfpotted 
PerfeAiqn; O! WH can Jiand before this holy 
jLp^ ^ol?^"P ^'^ ip.^jr.Accompnfcments of hU 

1^ Whsn Iilaplher v^eA, tbati havi» onljra veiy 
QbfcUrrflGBtai^efidl^^ am artter^ 

I«<3[9V4f5?' Si{ t|ie J^]i^c^g(g q£. .ijdy pwrv Bfeart j .bow 
am liOT^^e^'^l^b^ W"ty ^^9^^ 
fcM'4i«9d>»'^ihscetiiing'the' .D^ t>f>fny Nattti^fiattxl 




ijig; Jidli#catkni <ramnbeol4»$l«r,iI was>a^ftiag -tfac^ 

of ^'^^ ^ 

falfieft^Hopes^ ami chafgcd ^h a^et^ gl4t^)n^ 

"",V :,''ti>''^ """ '■"""• '■ •- TKougli 
to^tljfiP^a^^s9i[.t}i^f.avytiROlM<?i^ . 

tkaff.;^ f^W^t^fWF^ ^f^»< ri^niplaio the, y«R%^«i.^ 
jwrfwmJjbi«,^WPm flfeaip6gypi^«^/Sju.i^r-'99?«Pr?*ti^ 

But tto]p M? Ki^^orf9fife^%ffq^ be /}ij^%i5r^^ j 
~fpo4^ pi^oand confui5(i9ateJiy.c:«ccllent:,» -Rights 
oufnefs, which anfwers all that the CREATOI^ (9- 
tl^^s, «>4rftiFPlW *tti A^fetilK ft5f|»«f.»^d$ ;i ^0 prove 
this mo]nentou$ PoiiU, andftodi^lay this ua^aj^^ 
Gift, is thfrDefign of tb« fpUowiag Sheeu. 

• I S^r.4^i-tj?o^: f aSajiu xk 14, 15% 

} ;k Cor. iu, 9. 



Though loannot bill ^nowiedgQ^^A(^og«i^^ 
a£the(*e PrctenfionSjjret loth, very, loth is mjrP^e^. 
to.rwiounce thet fileafing Abfurdity^: . Sf^f^^e ^nd 
Self-importanoe has fearched) r ^nd Sfif^^y^ agyjip^ 
for fomething excellent. Th^y.^saii h^i/^,]^fjpk 
the Humiliation, of implering all/^ -Sarww P^^r- 
fis *.. With what Relu£tance^i$j9^§.io|Kr<J)rought 
Id <2onfeis Himfdf, finful in ^v^i^ 9.^^ fifif^I ix\ 
every Capacity! Strang© Pemcrfpnef^I-^Bwt ^ 
Charge is undeniable. Hctwioiver ui^^Uing).'! muft 
plead guilty. Thou art; wblgh^o. in the 

RaLANCES t^ A\N1> FOUND WAN'niJtO $> i» 

written on all I izi% ^1 \ hoM^ all I 4».--^If I am 
tiuis defective, cyon in my Qwn £:ft«iQatiQn.; if X 
am utterly condemned^ at the Sar of niy qv^n Cqs\t 
fcieace; ff^Tfot ibiti JbaUi I dc^ when, G.OJ? ri/itb 

* That is, undcir the Chara^er of %/(r>^ X^V«//9 or 
as a Saggar faes for his Alms. 

f Wagbedin tbeBaknce — As the followiiig Story may 
ierve to illuihiite- this fine Expreffion, and enmrce the 
momentous Sentiment, the Reader will permit mo to 
aelateit. 

In the Reign of King Cbarla I. the Goldfmiths of 
London had a Cuftom, to weigh fevera^ Sorts of th^r pre- 
tious Metal, before the Privy Council. On this Occa- 
fion they made ufe of Scales, poifed withfut^h essq^iMfite 
Nicety, that the Beam would turn ^the Mafter of ithe 
Company affirmed) at the two hundredth PSrtof a Grain. 
i%r, the famous Attorney Gemerafi' ibbdiit^'by^'aQd 
hearing this, repHed ; I Jbmdd HkekMikmimSaan akwy 

concur, in relation to myfelf. And nifce^.the jB^aices 
of the Sanauary, the Balances Jn di^yfe^iTHaitf,^^ 
infinitely more exaa; O! ^m N^d "Kii^JII^^^ the 
Merits and Ri|hteoufnefs of '^£fi}if (^r^jM^onf^l^Us 
acceptal^le in his Sight, and pafiable in his Efteem! 

X Dan.r* ry. 
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mprAnd ^hen HE vifittti^ %vbat fieaj mifwiti 

I ntm it/b the Neci0tyofzn impiited ftightMmi^ 
xic&k'^ With<:^ut feme fuch ObjcA (or my Truft, I 
am iindone. flong therefore to hear your^^w* 
mints in its Behalf. And' I muft delate to Tou, if 
tt caabe fatisfa£forily proved from the Scripteres, 
it ia the mpft'comfoirtable Dt>£trine in the Worlds 
And worthy^pf all' Acceptation. 

A Letter upon tl»s Snbjed^, would he a fingjular 
Favour> and; I h(^e, an equal Bleffing> to 

\Youi^ obliged^ and aff$£tiono$e^ 

Therok, 

L E T T E R 11^. 

A SPAS 10 /^ The RON. 

*T»»Olf,GH all ail your Letters gire mePlet- 

- :-:;%^^il5^5.:^^,,^^^ ^^ *^'g% pleafiiig, a» 
.y(^4a|^^,.|:lf>ok; Hfflpnjit with the fame fecijet Joy, 
n^a co^paiIcbaitse.PtiylU;k^n obf^^es fome vfrxfa- ^ 
t^^«r4^^ $j^tii^t^)^« inititee Crifisqf abelorcdPa* 



im^' 9Lt!ltin^^i<>'>d^ec&te«: .Jf my Attempt pr<|yies 

■rris-)tiJ li- T ^ ' .,.. ,,.. . fatkfiiaory 

* Jpb aatxi. 14. 
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fatisfaAory to your Judgment, I am fure^ it will ^e 
the moft likely Means, of healing your Con£cience» 
and calming your Fears.—- When We perceive Ac 
odious Depravity of our Nature ; when We difcern 
the horrible Iniquity of our Lives ; and ve feniible 
of , that tremendous Wrath, and ev^Iafting Ven* 
geance, which are due to fuch guilty Creatures : 
then nothing can be found, that will fpeak effe£lual 
Peace, nothing that will adminiftcr folid Comfort, 
but only the vicarious SufFerings, and the imputed 
Righteoufnefs of JE S US CHRIS T. 

To this Purpofe one of the wifeft and beft of 
fpiritual Guides exprefTes Himfelf ^ Has Sin abound-- 
ed? As undoubtedly it has, in our Heart, and ou^ 
Life : Graei has much more abounded^ in the Obe- 
dience, and the Merits of our REDEEMER.— 
Nay, has Sin reigned? Exerted its malignant Power, 
in the moft extenfive and moft deftrufkive Manner; 
rendering Us fubjed unto Deaths both temporad and 
eternal ? Even fo has Grace reigned -^ exerted its be- 
nign Efficacy, in a Manner yet more triumphant ; 
not only refcuing Us from Guilt and Ruin, but re* 
ftoring Us to everkfting Life and Glory. And all 
this through the Righteoufnefs^ the complete meri- 
torious Righteoufnefs, brought in by JESUS 
CHRIST our LORD'*. 

You enquire after the Proofs of this imputed 
Righteoufnefs. From a Multitude I fliall feled a^ 
few. Sufficient, I hope, to make it appear — ^That 
this is the declared Doctrine of bat Cb$trchy and 
the avowed Belief of her mo/l eminent Divines-^That 
it is copioufly revealed through die wbofe Scrip- 

TUHESi 

f Rob. v. ai. 
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TURES; reveafed in many exptefs Paflagea, and 
aedtidblc from a Variety of inftruftive Similitudes. 

' Hf ar j^ Language of Qur Common Prayer, in 
^yer/' affefting and folemn Addrefs to the A L- 
MJf GttT Y : ;*« We do not prefume to come to 
<^ thfclhyiC^We, O merciful LORD, truftingin 
*< ouro^nUfghteoufnefs/* — If we may not, ifwc 
'<Jare notVrely on'our own Righteoufnefs, when wc 
approach tfte euchartflic. Table ; much Icfs may wc 
<l€pehd upo^ Tty Sii^ien we are fummoned to the de^ 
afipi 3rii«v/I— ^Should you afk. On what we arc 
to depend ? The Exhortation to the Communion 
furnifhes an Anfwer ; <* On the meritorious Death 
- <« and'Paffion of CHRISTy whereby aknewc ob- 
** tain Remiflion of Sins, and are made Partakers 
•« of the Kingdom of Heaven.** 

Th^jCol^a^ apjppinted for the Peftival of Circum^ 
' «]^5«^ has'tfiisremaVkable Intrpdu<SHon j '" Almighty 
"GOD, whofeblefled SON W2is 9hidient to the 
*• Law for Man.'' In what Senfe, or with what 
Propriety, can this be affirmed ? Unlefs CHRIS Ts 
perfed Obedience be referable to Us, and accepted 
inftead of ours ? On any other Interpretation, I 
£h<«ui4 think. He was obedient, not for Many but 
for Rim/elf. 

Should the artful Critic give fome other Turn to 
.thefi^Paflages^ it will avail Him but little. Becaufe 
t|ie-Gburci|, hv own bejl Expdltor, has explained 
:the^M^^S^Pg c^i^f^Pbrafes, and put the Matter be<- 
I ,<y^n4aj|j^Q^ht.' In her eleventh Article (be fays ; 

*> Wcaf^jwrcquptcd righteous before GOD only 
** for:tii4jie?|.teof:ourLORD and SAVIOUR 
5< JE-SUS CHjK/Sr."— TheDodrinc relating 
to Pardoa of Sin, had been ftaud in a preceding 
. Vol. IL Z Article, 
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Article. This difplays the Method, whereby Sinr- 
ners may appear righteous in the Sight of G 1>, 
and in the Court of Heaven ; fo as to recover the 
divine Favour, and obtain a Title to eternal Blifr. 
— This is done, not by any native Righteoufh«f^ 
not by any acquired Rightcoufnefs, but wholly by 
an imputed Rightcoufnefs. The two fornwir Me- 
thods are fo far from conftituting our reconciling 
and juftifying Righteoufnefs, that they have no 
Share in it 5 ' they contribute Bothing towards it ; 
but are totally excluded from it. We are accounted 
righteous, and accepted as fucb, only (mark the 
ExpreiEon) only through the meritorious Obe- 
dience, and propitiating Blood of our great M £- 
DIATOR. 

The Homilies are, if it be poffible, ftill more ex- 
plicit, and more cogent. In the Homily concerning 
the Salvation of Mankind, we read the following 
Words J — ** The Apoftle toucheth three Things, 
^' which muft go together in our Juftification. On 
*' GOD's Part, his great Mercy and Grace. On ' 
« CHRISTs Part, the Satisfaftion of GOD's 
*' Juftice, or the Price of our Redemption, by the 
*' Offering of his Body, and Shedding of his Blood, 
*' with Fulfilling of the Law perfeftly. On our 
*« Part, true and lively Faith in the Merits of JE- 
<« SUS CHRIST^ which yet is not ours, but 
*' by GOD's working in Us;" — ^You fee, accord- 
ing to the Judgment of our venerable Reformers, 
not only the Offering of CHRIST'S Body, and 
Shedding of CHRIS Ts Blood, but alfo his per- 
'fe5i Fulfilling of the Law, are the adequate Price 
of our Redemption. All thefe aift conjointly, they 
fweetly harmonize, in the great and glorious Work. 
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To fuppofe their Difunion, is a do^frinal Miftake^ 
ftmewhat like that praSiical Error of the Papifts, in 
fevering the facramental Wine from the iacramental 
Bread j adminiftering to the Laity the Symbols of 
the flaughtered Body, but with-Holding the Sym- 
bols of the ftreaming Blood. 

There are other Claufes in the fame Etomily, which 
fct the Seal of the Church to our Sentiments. I ibaU 
content myfelf with tranfcribing one from the Con- 
clufion.— " CHRISTj fays that Form of found 
<« Words, is the Righteoufnefs of all them, that do 
« truly bclieyc. He for them paid their Ranfom by 
" his Death. He for them fulfilled the Law in his 
<< Life. So that now, in HIM, and by H I M, 
« every true chrijiian Man may be called a Fulfiller 
«« of the Law ; forafmuch as that which their In- 
<< firmity lacked, CifiJ 75 STs Righfeoufncfs hath 
*< ftrppHed.** — This Authority is as clear, as the 
Doftrine authorized is comfortable. May the for- 
mer fway our Judgment ! May the latter chcar our 
Hearts! 

" The Homily on CHRISTs Nativity informs 
the Reader, that the Defign of our L O R D's In- 
carnation was — " To give Light unto the World, 
•* and call Sinners to Repentance 5 to fulfil thi Law 
*' for Usj and become the Propitiation for our Sins ; 
^ to caft out the Prince of this World, and dcftroy 
« the Works of the Devil.''— We have all broko 
the Law^ We are all unable to keep the Law; 
therefore, the Bleffed JESUS fulfilled the Law 
— fulfilled it, in each and every of its Demands--* 
fulfilled it, in the highe/i Degree of Perfeflion— 
and, what is of all Confiderations moft delightful,, 
fulfilled it for Us. His Obedience t«k th« Place 
Z 2 ef 
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of what Wc were obliged to perforin, under the • 
Covenant of Works i and is not only the meri- 
tMriotts, but alfo the conftituent Caufe of our J.uf- 
tiAcatiott, 

£o that -— if there be any Worthinefs in our 
LORD'S moft holy Nature ; any Merit in his Ex- 
erctfe of the fublimeft Virtues ; any atoning Effi- 
cacy, in bis SubmiHion to the moft ignominious 
Sufiteriogs, and tormenting Death— thefe, accord- 
ing to our Standard-fyftem of orthodox Divinity, 
are the Grmmd of a Sinner's Juftification. — And, 
apcotding to the Dilates of the moft unbiafled Rea-. 
fon, chefe are the 1^9 the y«r{/f Ground, that the 
Heart can wiik, or the Imagination conceive* 

Does ft aol, fr^m. the preceding Quotations, ap- 
pear ; That the Dodrine of Juftification through 
the imputed Righteoufnefs of our REDEEMER, 
is far from being dtfclaimed by the eftablijbed Church? 
-^I am forry, but conftrained to own, that We rarely 
find any confiderable StriSlures of this great evan- 
gelical Peculiarity, in our modern theological Dif- 
courfef . Yet there have been Preachers of the high*- 
eft Repute for Learning, for Judgment, and for Piety, 
who piofeiTedly maintained this leading Truth of the 
GofpeL 

The devout Bifiiop Beveridgiy in his PrivaU 
Th^fitghtSy has left upon Record the following very 
ve<(iarkab!e Acknowledgment. Which, if it fuited 
his State of eminent Holinefs, cannot be too hum- 
Uiii|;, my dear Therw^ for your Lips and for mine* 
*' I do not remember, neither do I believe, that I 
** ever prayed, in all my Life-time, with that Re- 
♦< yereooe, or heard with that Attention, or re- 
4 * «« ceived 
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** ccived the Sacrament with that Faith, or did any 
** Work with that pure Heart, and fingle Eye, as 
*< I ought to have Hone. Infomuch, that I look up- 
** on all my Righteoufnefs, but as filthy Rags ; and 
*« it is in the Robes only of the RJghteouftieft of the 
« S O N of G O D, that I dare appear before the 
" M A J E S T Y of Heaven/' 

The fervent and afFeftionate Biihop Hopkins * 
fpeaks in perfeft Confonance with his Brother of St. 
Jfaph.—^^ The Law was given Us, not that We 
*' fliould feek Juftification by the Obfervance of it, 
«* but finding it impoffible to be juftified by fulfilling 
«« it. We fliould thereby be driven to CHRISTi 
*• Righteoufnefs ; who hath both fulfilled it in Him- 
*• felf, and fatisfied for our tranfgreffing of it \ and 
** therefore faith the Apoftle, The Law was a Schoal- 
«< majler^ to bring Vs unto CHRIST^ that Wt 
*« might hi juftified by Faith. To this End it was 
^* promulged, that feeing the Striftnefs of its Pre- 
** cepts, the Rigour of its Threatenings, and withal 
** being convinced of our Impotence to fulfil its 
** Commands, We might be urged by its Terrors 
« to fly to CHRISTy and find that Rightcouf- 
" nefs in Him which may anfwer all the Demands 
<« of the Law." 

B\{hop Reynolds fyityled by his Cotcmporarics, and 

not without Reafon, J walking Library^ bears his 

Teftimony in the following Words ;— « CHRIST 

** as our Surety paid our Debt, underwent the Curfe 

Z 3 >' due 

• Sec his Sermon on John vii. 19. 
t See his Treatifc intitled Tbe Life of CHRIST— 
Which, as well as all his other Works, abound with 
ftriking Sentiments ; have much Elegance of Diftion, a 
copioos Variety of Learning, and a lively animating Spi* 
lit of evangelical Piety. 
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** due to our Sins, and bare them all in his own 
** Bpdy on the Tree : became fubjeft to the Law 
** for Us, and reprefentatively in our Stead fulfilled 
** all the Righteoufnefs the Law required, active and 
*' paffivc. For Sin being once committed, there 
•*. muft be a double A61 to Juftificatipn ; the Suffer-i 
*« ing of the Curfe,,and the Fulfilling of Righteouf- 
<• nefs anew. The one, a Satisfaction for the In- 
«« jury We have done to GOD, as our JUDGE : 
*' the other, the Performance of a Service which 
« We owe unto Him, as our M A K E R." 

To this illuftrious Triumvirate, let me join Bi- 
flxop Davenant. Who, for his great Abilities, and 
iinqueftionable Integrity, was appointed one of our 
religious Plcnipcrtcntiaries, at the renowned Synod 
of Dsrt. In his very valuable Expofition of the 
Epiftle to the CohJiapSf He writes to. this EfFcd : 
« n are complete in CHR IS T. Ye are furniflied, 
" in that all-fufficicnt REDEEMER, with 
** whatever is requifite to everlafting Salvation. 
*' With Wifdom j fince it is the Confummation of 
*« this noble Endowment, to know CHRIST 
*^ and Him crucified. With Righteoufnefs 5 bccaufe 
*• He has perfedly fatisfied the Law ♦, and 

<' thoroughly 

• In this Refped principally (fa^s our Author, en- 
larging upon the Text) arc Believers complete -^ becaofe, 
though deftitute of any Righteoufnefs, that may properly 
be cdled their own, CHRIST has gracioufly enriched 
them with his. Vid. Davevavt. in Epijl. ad Cohjf. 
Cap* ii. Com. lo. 

Let me beg leave to intimate. That this Expofition of 
the Epiftle to the CoUjJiam^iQx Pcrfpiculty of Style, and 
Accuracy of Method — for judgment in difcerning, and 
Fidelity in reprefenting the Apoftle's Me^nln? — for 
Strength of Argument in refuting Errors, and Felicity of 

Invea* 
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*' thoroughly expiated our Guilt. Widi Sanffifi* 
♦* cation; becaufe his SPIRIT dwelling in ouf 
** Hearts, mortifies our corrupt AfFedlions, and re- 
*« news the Soul after the Image of its C R E A- 
«TOR/* 

Let me bring up the Rear with a Teftimonyi 
which, for Clearnefs, Solidity, and a full Reprefen- 
tation of the evangelical Do^rine, might very juftly 
have claimed a Place in the Fan. It is taken from 
an Author, whom the general Confent of our Na- 
tion has diftinguiflied with the Title of Judicious 
The judicious Hooker^ in a Treatife on Juftification, 
fays ;-^'' It is a childifh Cavil our Adverfaries fo 
^^ greatly pleafe themfelves with, exclaiming, that 
*« We tread all Cbrifiian Virtues under our Feet ; 
" becaufe We teach, That Faith alone juftifieth. 
•' Whereas, by this Speech, We never meant to 
*< exclude either Hope or Charity from being always 
** joined as infeparable Mates with. Faith, in the 
<< Man that is juftified i orWorks from being add- 
<( ed, as neceflfary Duties, requiredof every juftified 
<< Man : but to Ibew, that Faith is the only Hand, 
" which putteth on CHRIST to Juftificationi 
" and CHRIST the only Garment, which being 
*' fo put on, covereth the Shame of our defiled Nar 
** tures, bideth the Imperfe&ion of our Works, 
^ and preferveth Us blamelefs in the Sight of 
*« GOD: before whom, otherwife, the Weaknefs 
« of our Faith were Caufe fufficient to make U* 
<« culpable, yea, to fliut Us out of the Kingdom of 
Z 4 « Hea- 

Inventioii in deducing prad^ical Dodbrines, tending both 
to the Eftablifhment of Faith, and the Cultivation of Ho- 
linefs — is, perhaps, inferior to no Writing of the Kind ; . 
and richly deferves to be read, to be JiudM, to be i«k« 
taicd; by our young Pivines. 
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«< Heaven^ v^here nothing that vi^ not abfoluto can 
«< enter." 

You will allow the fagacious BiChop Sandtrfon ♦ 
to fum up the Evidence j or father to make an im- 
portant Remark on the Whole of tjie Controyerfy^ . 
That great Light of the Church, hoth in cafuiftical 
aAd praflricarDiyinity, otferves ;— " ^The ^Tiding* 
•*ofaREDE£MER muft b^ blefled and weU . 
'* come News, to thofe that are fenfible of their own 
** Poverty, and take it of* Grace." pur eagl^eycd 
IMviitc penfetrates into t\iz true Caufe of the prevail- 
ing Avcrfeneft to this evingelical Dodtrine. It is 
founded on the State of the Hearty ihpre than upon 
any Force of Argument. People are but litdc, if 
tt all, ftnlible "of their Ipiritual and moral Indi- 
gence; of the Delefts which depreciate, and thfe 
DcfilcfherifcS which fully. Whatever they have, and 
whatever they do. Nay, ftrongly tin<9:urc4 with 
Pride, tiWy wolild be themfelves the Alpha^ and fuf- 
fet- the Ble<fed JESUS to be no more than the 
Omega J in procuring their eternal Salvation. There- 
fore they can hardly be reconciled to the humbling 
Character of an Ekemvfynary ; one who lives wholly 
Itatpovi the Alms of the Gofpel, and is dependent up- 
on Grac6 for his AH. 

Whereas, was this grand Obftacle once removed ; 
were ykn convinctd o( Sin^ of exceeding Sinfulnels 
in their worft Eftate, and of remaining Sinfulnefs in 
their beft ; they would foon be convinced of Righte- 
vi^efs t, of the abfolute Neceffity and iheftimable 
Worth of a REDEEMER'S Righteoufnefs. 
They would no longer difpute agaihft it, butcori! 
dially receive it; entirely rely on it ; ajid adore the 

Good^ 

^ See his Sermon upon I/at. lii. $, . f Johnxvi 9» - 



Goodnefs, tlic tranfccndent and unutterable Good* 
nefs of G O D, in providing it. 

I tWnk, in one of our Conferences^ I undertook 
to produce my Vouchers from the antient Fathers. 
Let me now futjoin two or three Atteftations of 
this Kind.— From ^9^ of which You will perceive, 
that thofe . early Writers had a confiderable Degree 
of Clearnefs upon the Point. From the other You 
will fee) that, far ftom rejefting the Doftrinei^.they 
embrace it with j!)elight and Rapture. And if You 
will admit of the Iqfiy You cannot be flartled at any 
Thin^, which I fhall advance upon the Subjeft.— - 
Let me onlj premife in general, that, if thofe Au- 
thors are not fo qopiou? and explicit, with regard 
to the Imputation, of ja^ive Righteoufnefs ; they 
abound with Paflages, which evince the Sub^tutim 
of CHRIST in our Stead. Paffages, which dif- 
claim all Dependence on any Duties of our own, 
and fix the Hopes of a Sinner entirely upon ihSb 
Merits of his SAVIOUR. When this is the 
Cafe, I am not yery folicitous about any particular 
Forms of Expreflion; and far from being. angr^^ 
even though the Words, which I think oioft fig* 
nificant, are not retained, 

Clemens^ firfl of the -antient Fathers, and an in- 
timate Acquaintance of St. PauPs^ wrote an £ptf- 
tie to the Corinthians. It is full of manly Senfe, 
and feraphic Piety. Among other valuable Things^ 
the truly apoftolic Man . declares 5 fFe are mt^ it^ 
any Refpeft or in any Degree, jujlijjed by Ourfelvis^ 
init wholly by JESUS CHRIST: not by our own 
PTifdom'or Trudencsy which could never find out 
ib<B Way 5 not by the Piety of our Hearts^ or Works 
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of Rightioufmfs ptrformed in Qur Lives, which cpyid 
never be fufficient for th^e Purpofe j tut hy Faitb^ or 
a fiduciary Reliance on the Righteoufnefs of Ano- 
ther. The one invariable Method, by which the 
Almighty SOVEREIGN has jujiifitd all his Pco- 
plcj €Vir fmc9 the World higan ♦. 

^ujlin — who was firft ^ Gentile Philofophcr, then 
an eminent Cbrijiian^ and at laft a Martyr for the 
Truth — fpeaks more fully to the Point t : What elfe 
could cover our Sins, but the Righteoufnefs of JESUS 
CHRIST? By what poffible Means could We^ un- 
righteous and unholy Creatures^ be jujiified, but only by 
the Interpofition of the 5 OH of G OD in our Be- 
half ?— Having, in this Claufe, made a Profeffion 
of his Faith ; the good Man, on the Contempla- 
tion of fuch a Privilege, breaks out into a kind of 
holy Tranfport. O sweet and delightful 
Exchange! J Difpenfation unfearchaUy wife and 
gracious ! Benefits^ quite unexpeSfed, and rich beyond 
oiU our Hopes ! That the Tranfgrejfton of Many^ Jbould 

hi 

* Ov ii* lawltfv %xai(fpu9»» ov^i ^« rn^ Vfiitipacf C*^*^* ^ &' 

etoq ^awp-n, I Epxft. ad Corinth. — This Quotation is 
explained, as well as tranjlaud. But that every Reader 
may diftinguifti the Text from the Paraphrafe, the firft is 
printed in Italic^ the laft in Roman Characters. 

sy Ttf t;u» Tti 0itf ; CI TH£ TAYKEIAZ KATAAAATHS, 
jiyo^Mi voT^wy a) ^bcat*; «» k^h, AbuuoovyiB ^i «fo; «oXXil( AWfMlf 

J«jMuw(Tii. Epift. ad Dioga .-^Though Du Pin qaeftiont 
the Authenticity of this Epiftle» He allows it to have 
been written by an antient Hand. Dr. Cave, as capable 
a Judge, thinks there is no Reafon to doQbi» boi it it 
the genuine Work of Jitfitt* 
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be bid by ohi righteous PERSON; and that this Rigb^. 
teoufnefs of ONE, Jhould juftify many Tranfgrejfors. 

The following Words are remarkably ftrong, and 
the Sentiments peculiarly bold* But they come from 
the Pen of the fincft Writer in Ecclefiaftical Antr- 
quity. They have thergreat Name, and venerable 
Charafter of St. Chryfojiomy for their recommenda- 
tory Preface *.-^Fiftfr w<?f, fays Hej ort Account of 
any of thy pajl TranfgreJJions of the Lam^ when once 
Thou hafifled by Faith to JESUS CHRIS T. The 
mojl enormous and the moft deJlruStive Violation of the 
LaWy is. To be with^held by the Confcioufnefi of any 
Guilt whatever y from believing on CHRIST. TVhen 
Thou aSieJl Faith on Him^ Thou haji fulfilled^ I might 
fayy more than fulfilled the Law, For Thou hajl re^ 
ceived a better Right eoufnefs^ than it could ever re^ 
quire: Thou art pojfefj'ed of abetter Obedience ^ than 
any Creature could poffihly pay. 

Two or three Witneffes of dijlinguijhed Ability^ 
znd' undoubted Veracity, areafufficient Confirmation 
of any Caufe. For this Reafon, and to avoid a 
tirefome Prolixity, I have fet afide a Multitude of 
Voices ; which, from the Writings of our own and 
foreign Divines, are ready to pour their united Evi- 
dence. — ^And left the Bufmefs of Quotation, though 
fparingly managed, (hould feem dry and tedious ; I 
will relieve your Wearinefs, and enliven the Col- 
ledlion, by an Extraft from the Prince of Englijb 
Poetry. — Michaelj the prophetic Archangel, men- 
tioning 

* Ml) nomf foC^fv '«;« rwKfMP wetpeiSautfft tvtAt* tn 

XVII. in X ad Rom. . . 



3^4 AspAsio to Therow, Let. 5. 

tioning the deftruftive Confequences of the Fall ; 
and afferting the G O D H E A D of that glorious 
PERSON, tvho undertook to be the Repairer of 
this deadly Breach 3 adds, 

Which HEy who comes thy SJVIOUR^ JhaU re-cure^ 

Nat by dejir$ying Satan^ hut his Works^ 

In Thee and in Thy Seed. Nor can this hey 

But by fulfilling (that which Thou di^ want) 

Obedience to the Law of G O D, imposed 

On Penalty of Death j and. fuffcring Death, 

The Penalty to thy Tranfgrejfmt due j 

Jttd due to their Sy which out $f thine will grow. 

So ONLY can highjujiice rejl appaid ♦. 

The fame celeftial Teacher, fpeaking of the di- 
vine Law; explaining its Nature and Defign; that 
it demonftrates, by ineftimable Evidence, the very 
beft of Men to be guilty of Sin and obnoxious to 
Wrath ; difplays likewife the great Remedy pro- 
vided by the Gofpel. 



• That when they fee 



Law can difcover Sin, hut not remove, 
(Save by thofe Jhadowy Expiations weak. 
The Blood of Bulls and Goats) they may conclude. 
Some Blood more precious muji he paid for Man\ 
JuJI forUnjufl', that, in fuch Righteoufnefs, 
To them by Faith imputed, they may find 
JuJ}ificaiion towards G ODy and Peace 
Of Confcience f. 

Here 

^ MiLTOK, Book XIL 393. f Book XIL 2^9. 
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Here then is the ^xprefs Determination of our 
Homilies — fupported by the Authority of our AdicUs 
— eftabliflied by the Concurrence pf tmr Litnrgfy^ 
ftill farther ratified by the unanimous Atteftation of 
feveral celebrated Divines y whofe Lives were the 
brighteft Ornament to our Church, and whofe.Writ^ 
ings are the moft unexceptionable Interpretation of 
her Meaning.— As a Capital, to crown and compl^^ 
this grand Column, fupervenes the Declaration of 
the antient Fathers ; thofe who flouriihed, ^nd with 
the higheft Renown, in the firft and pureft Ages of 
Chriftianity..^So that, if great Authorities cany 
any Weight ; if illuftrious .Names challenge any 
Regard 9 this Tenet comes attended and dignified 
with very confiderable Credentials. 

Yet, I will venture to affirm, that all thefc, con- 
fiderable as they appear^ are the leafl of thofe Tefti- 
monials, which recommend the Doctrine to mj 
Ther§n*s Acceptance, and which have gained it Ad- 
mittance into, the Heart of 

His mojl affeHimaU 

ASPASIQ* 
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LETTER IV. 

AsPAsio to Theron. 

Dtftfr Theron, 

nr^ H E Family, in which I have the Satisfa£lion 
to rcfide, though remarkable for their genteel 
iFigure and ample Fortune, are ftill more amiably 
diftinguilhed by their Benevolence^ Ho/pitalityy and 
Charity, — As they live at a Diftance from the Mar- 
tet-town, the Lady has converted one Apartment of 
her Houfe into a little Difpenfatory ; and ftocked it 
with fome of the moft common, the moft needed, 
and moft fnlutary Medicines, Which, in Cafes of 
ordinary Indifpofition, She diftributes to her indi- 
gent Neighbours, with Angular CompaiHon, and 
with no fmall Succefs^-^-This fine Morning, Emilia 
has ordered fome fkilful Hands into the Fields, to 
cull their healing Simples, and lay up a Magazine 
of Health for the affliftcd Poor. Camillus is with* 
drawn, to receive^ his Rents, and fettle Accounts^ 
with his Tenants. 

Suppofe, We a£l in Concert with thefe valuable 
Perfons. Suppofe, We range the delightful Fields 
of Scnpttlrp, and form a Colleftion, not of falutife- 
rpus Herbs, but of ineftimable Texts ; fuch as may 
be of fovcrcign Efficacy, to ajfuage the Anguifli of a 
guilty Confcience, and impsirt faving Health to the 
diftemperc4 Soul,— Suppofe, We open the Mines of 

divine 
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divine Infpiration, and enrich Ourfelvcs, not with 
the Gold of Opbiry but with the unfiarcbabU Trea/urn 
of CHRIS Ti or with that perfcA Righteoufncft 
of our REDEEMER, which is incomparably 
more precious, than the Revenues of a County, 
or the Produce of Peru* * 

In pleading for imputed Righteoufnefs, We have 
already urged the Authority of our eftablifhed Church, 

and the Suffrage of her mofl: eminent Divines The 

Opinion of excellent Writers, which has been the 
Refult of much Learning, great Attention, and ear- 
ncft Prayer, is no contemptible Evidence. Yet Wc 
muft always referve the ca/itng Voice, for thofe in- 
fallible Umpires, the Prophets and Apoftles« If we 
reciivey with a deferential Regard^ tbt JVitnefs rf 
Min ; tbi IVitnefs of GOD is greater ♦, and chal- 
lenges the moft i^nplicitSubmiffion.— Which Re- 
mark naturally leads me to the intended Subjeft of 
this Epiftle ; or rather calls upon me to fulfil my 
late Engagement, and fhew-^— That the above-men- ' 
tioned Dodlrine is copioufly revealed, through the 
whole Proccfs of the Scriptures. 

Let me fele£l a very fignificant Portion from the 
Epiftle to the Romans ; which, though little inferior 
to a decifive Proof, is prefented only as an Intro- 
du&ion to others. Now tbe Righteoufnefs of GOD 
without the Law is manifejied^ being witnejed by ihn 
Law and tbe Prophets ; even the Righteoufnefs of GOD, 
which is by Faith of JESUS CHRIST unto all^ 
and upon all them that believe f. The Righteoufnefs of 
GODy figniiies that Righteoufnefs, which the in* 
carnate GOD wrought out in his own all-glorious 

Perfoa. 

* I John V. 9* t Rom, iii. ai, 22* 
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Perfon *. It is ftyled the R ighteoufnefi of <5 O D, 
by way of fupcrlative Pre-eminence j in Oppofititin 
to any Righteoufnefs of our own,' and in Contra- 
rfiftinaion to the Righteoufnefs of all Creatures 
whatever. — This Righteoufnefs is without the Law. 
Its Efficacy has no Dependence on, its Merit re-- 
ceives no Addition from, any Conformity of our 
Praftice to the divine Law : being complete, abftn 
lately complete in itfelf, and altogether fufficient 
to procure the Reconciliation and Acceptancie of 
Sinners. — This Righteoufnefs is manifefted f by thfe 
Gofpel 5 and made as clear, as an Objeft which 
We behold with our own Eyes. It was wttneffid % 
by the Law and the Prophets ; and made as certain, 
as a Fa(9: which is attefted by unqueftionable Evi- 
dence.— To produce this Evidence ; to examine its 
Pertinency, and weigh its Sufficiency, is our pre- 
fcnt pleafmg'Bufinefs. 

Wc 

* This Explication, or fomething to the fame Purpofe, 
has occurred alrea^dy. Bat it is hoped, the candid Rea- 
der will not condemn the Repetition, as a difagreeahU 
or jejura Tautology. — Becaufe, it is fo confonant to the 
Pradice of our great Apoftle, who repeats the Tena, r»- 
inculcates the Doctrine, and hardly knows how to defift 
from the favourite Topic : like One, who was* quite ena- 

' moared with the Sabjedl ; who found Mufic in the Words ; 
and whofe Happinefs was bound up in the Bleffing.-*' 
Becaofe, it \t conformable to another, and a greater Ex- 
ample. The LORD JEHOVAH Hunfelf, within 

, the Compafs oi one Chapter, once and again, yea, a third 
and a fourth Time, ftyles' this wonderful Obedience, Mr 
Righteousness. As though the GOP of iafinite 
Perfe£lion gloried in it; thought Himfelf mod eminefttly 
magnified Dy it ; and was jealeus to have all the Ho« 
i^our refttlting from it. See Ifu. \u 
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Wc may begin with that gracious Declaration, 
made to the firft Tranfgrcffors : The Seed of the Wo^ 
man jhall bruife the Serpent's Head * j (haJl deftroy 
the Work* of the Devil, ajid retrieve whatever was. 
loft by his malicious Artifices f. How could this be 
effe&cdy but by reftoring that Righteoufnefs, which, 
for a while, our firft Parents pofTeiTed i which they , 
ought always to have held faft -, but from which they 
fo foon and fo unhappily fwerved ? — Take the Pofi- 
tion in the right Senfe, and Chrijiianity isy if not en- 
tirely, yet very nearly as old as the Creation. It was. 
comprehended in this bleflfed Promife, as the Stamina 
of the largeft Plants are contained in the Subftance of 
their refpeftive Seeds. Every fubfequent Revelation 
being no more, than z gradual Evolution of this grand 
evangelical Principle; a^ing like the vegetative 
Powers of Nature, which, in rearing an Oak with 
all its Spread of Branches, only expand the Tuni-> 
cles, land fill up the VelTels of the Acorn. 

The Doftrine feems to have been typically taught, 
by the remarkableMannecof f/9/^iff^ our firft Parents. 
—All they could do for their own Recovery, was lik^ 
the patched and beggarly Mantle of Fig-leaves. This 
they relinquiih, and GOD Himfelf furnifhes them 
with Apparel %• Animals are flain, not for Food 
but Sacrifice ; and the naked Criminals are arrayed 
with the Skins of thofe flaughtered Beafts. The 
Viftims figured the Expiation of CHRISTs Death ; 

Vol. II. A a the 

• Gen. lit. 15. 
t la feme fach Stiife, I think, our firil Parents muft 
UQderftand the Promife. Otherwife it could yield them 
no tgkaual Relief, under the diftrefflng Senfe of their own 
Mitery, and the difjnal Apprehenfioa of their FoAerity's 
Ruin. 

X Gen. ill. 2U 



3}?o> A%PA%^io" to Theronw Ltt. 4J 

the Clothing tjpefied tiie Jnt^dation of hia Righte- 
oufncfs. — In perfcdk Conformity, perhaps widwa* 
Reference, to the Paflage thus uitecpreted^ &e- 
Apoftle juft now expreffed Himfelf j iffmtbt Rigb- 
Uoufmfi of G OD<i which is not onlj made over ♦ to\ 
all Believers^ as a rich Pbrtioa ; but put * t^9n alt^. 
as a beautiful Garment. Whereby abme their mo-*. 
ral Deformity can be covered, and their ev«rlaftiiig 
Coofuiion prevented.— •M//ro«, it is certain, fpeak-. 
ing of this memorable Tranf^^ion, confider» it iiv 
the fame fpirilual Senfe : 

AV HE their outward onlf with the Siins 
O/Beajlsy hut inward Nakednefs f (fnt(ch more 
Opprobrious !) with his Robe of Righteoufnefs 
Arraying, tvuer'dfrom his FATHER'S Sight. 

In thy Seedy fays the great JEHOVAH to hi*. 
^txynnt Abraham^ ^11 -all the , Nations of tbh Earth 
he Ueffed %. That the Seed here mentioned ifr 
CHR tSXj th« ApofWe ||, places beyond all Doubt., 

Both 

* • Rom, 111. 22. Eir«r«»T*<, Em wavlo? re? w»r»oA»<.. 

t An Allafion to Gen. iii. lo. Where Adtm confefle^* 
before JEHOVAH; / heard thy Vok$ in the Garden^ 
and I 'nx>eu afraid^ hecau/e I n^as naked. Which muA de* 
note, what Milfon truly ftilcs, an innuard Nakednefs, oj? 
the Lofs of Righteoufnefs. Since nothing external, no. 
Want of bodily Ornament, could have expofcd our firft 
Parent to the Wrath of GOD, or need have madc'Hiiik 
afraid of it. 

J Gen. xxii. 18. ^ 

' It See St. PanP^ Comment upon this invaluable Pro- 
mife. Gal. iii. 8, l^c. This Commentator, We all allow, ' 
w^ai gaided by the SPIRIT, and knew the Mind of 
GOD. According^ to his Expofition of the Text, it if 
pregnant with the Doarine of Juftificatioa by Faith,; awl- 
contains an Abridgo^rae of the Goff»eU 
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Both Scripture and Reafon declare. That true BleJ^ 
' fedmefs muft neccffarily include — the Pardon of Sins, 
and the Favour of G O D — the Santftification of ours 
Souls, artd the Inheritance of Life eternal. None 
of which are to be acquired by any human Perform* 
ahces 5 but all arc to be foughi, and all may be found, 
in the Root and Offspring of Abraham^ JESUS 
CHRIST. Who is therefore moft pertinently 
ftyled, THE DESIRE OF ALL NA^ 
T I O N S * : The a^^ual Defire of every enlight- 
ened Nation ; and the implicit Defire of all Nation* 
whatever. Becaufe all, without any Exception, 
covet, what is to be derived only from yESVS 
CHRIST the RightQ6uSy real Hzppmtfs. 

The patriarchal Age, and the legal Oeconomy, 
bore their Teftimony to this Truth, by typical Per- 
fons, emblematical Miracles, and figurative Ufages. 
Indeed, the whole ceremonial Service was a grand 
Series of Types, reprefenting CHRIST and his 
everlafting Righteoufnefs f. In all which, this wa3 
the unanimous though filent Language ; Behold thi 
LAMB of G ODj that taketh away the Sin of the 
World. — ^Thefe I fliall not ftay to difcufs ; becaufe 
Proofs, more explicit and pofitive, wait for pur 
Confider^tion. Only I would juft make a tranfiunt 
Obfervation, relating to one very remarkable Con« 
ftitutioh of the Jewifl) Ritual. 

The High-prieft had, on the Front of hisMitrej 
a Plate of pure Gold, engraven with that venerable. 
Motto tj Holiness to the LORD. Which 
A a i was 

• Hag. ii. 7. 
f Totum Mofis Mintftmum eo comparatum efi^ ut odM^ 
Jiamy illiufque Juftitiamy Fide apprebiudfndam, veluti^mf 
ducat. Wits. MifcelU 

I Exod. xxviii. 36, 37* 
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wa$ always to be on his Forehead, when He per- 
formed the folemn Miniftrations of the Sanctuary ; 
and for this important Rcafon, tjiat the People might 
be accepted before the L OR D *. Did ^ot jthis moft 
clearly forefliew the immaculate IJolinefs of our 
great HIGH-PRIEST? And with equal Clear- 
Aefs imply, that his Hplinefs flipuld procure Ac«« 
ceptance for all his Followers ? 

. la the Book of Johy Weh^ve ievcral Hints of thfs 
Truth, and one PafTage very exprefc to our Purpofe* 
'^Elihu defcribes an unconveirted Peribn, undeor the 
chaftifing.Hand of Providence, ffhofe Lifr% through 
the Extremity of his Difeafe, draws near to the Graven 
and his Soul^ through the Multitude of his Iniquities, 
is ready to become a Prey to the Dejirfiyers* la this 
deplorable Pondition, if there be prefent with Hinty 
the MESSENGER t of the Covenant of Peace ; 
that great INTERPRETER, f of the divine 
Counfels, who, for his fuper-cxccllent Wifdom, is 
juftly acknowledged to be One amcng a thoufcmd^ or 
rather the chiefeft amoi^g ten thoufand. If He,, by 
his enlightening SPIRIT, .vouchfafe to fiew nntg 
the afflidled Man his pwn perfe£t Righteoufnefs ; 

that 
• Excd. xxviii. 38, 
t t See >^ xxxiii. 22, t^c.-^ CHRIST is called 
^KTO The Jngel sfthe divine Prefencey Ifai. Ixiii. 9. The 
Meffenger of the Covenant ^ Mai. iii* i.— He is alfo, in the 
jBoft unlimited ?enfc of the Phrafe, f>^D The Interpreter 
of the divine Counfels: He, to whom the FATHER 
hath given the Tongue of the Learned, and by whom 
He makes known the otherwife unfearchable Myfterics of 
the Gofpcl. — Should any Doubt remain, coticeming the 
Propriety of applying tbisPaflage tp our LORD JESUS 
CHRlSTy the Reader, I hope, will give.himfclf the 
Plcafure of perufing the polite Wits lus, Oecon, Lib. IV. 
Cap. iii. § xxxi. and Dr. Grey's valuable Notes uponi 
the Place, ia his l,iier Jobi. 
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r that nioft meritorious Uprightnefs^ on which alone 

I a Sinner may depend, both for temporal and eter- 

I nal Salvation. Then the poor diftrefled Creature, 

I attentive to this Inftru6K6n, and applying to this 

i Righteoufneft, is made Partaker of Pardon. GODy 

t the fov^reign LORD of Life and Death, is gra-- 

cious unto Him ; and faiths in the Greatnefs of his 
Strength, as well as ift the Multitude of his Mer- 
cies, Deliver Him from going down into the Pit of Cor- 
ruption, aS; a Pledge of his Deliverance from the 
Pit of Perdition. For, / have found a Ranfomy fuf- 
ficient to fatisfy my Juftice. I have received an 
Atonement, in behalf of this once obnoxious, now 
reconciled Tranfgreffor. 

But why do I infift upon one particular Paragraph ? 
It feems to be the main Defign of the whole Book, 
to overthrow all Pre^enfions of any juftifylng Righ- 
teoufnefs in Man. That the wretched Sinner, nay, 
. that the greateft Saint, ftript of every perfonal Plea, , 
may fee nothing to rely on, but the Merits of a 
REDEEMER. This is the final Iflue of all* 
thofe warm Debates, which pafs between the af- 
flided Hero and his cenforious Friends. This is 
the grand Refult of Elihu^s calm Reafoning, and 
of GOD Almighty's awful Interrogatories. The 
apparent Center this ♦, in which all the. Lines ter* 
minate; juftly therefore to be confidered, as the 
principal Scope of the whole Work. 
1 I muft not omit an excellent Obferyation, which 

1 find in fome critical and explanatory Notes f, on the 
laft Words of David. The judicious Author prov- 
ing, that this Song relates to CHRIST;, that it 

A a 3 difplays 

• Sec Jei xlii. 6. + By Dn Grby. Sti 

2 Sam. xxiii. 3, iic. 
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difplays the Dignity; of our R E D E E ME Rj unite 
the Charaaer of the KINGy and The yU»T 
ONE; adds, as an Explication of the laft amiable 
and glorious Title — ^^CHir LORD JESUS 
<' CHRIST is fo called, not fo much for having 
** fulfilled all Righteoufncfs, in his own Perfon, and 
^* performed an unfinning Obedience to the Will 
*' of G O D, as becaufe by his Righteoufnefs wn- 
*« puted to Us, We alfo upon the Terms * of the 
^' Gofpel, are juftificd, or accounted righteous 
<« before GOD." "^ ^ ' 

I think We may evidently difccrn the fame.Vein 
of evangelical Docftrine, running through many ©£ 
ttic P/alms — He /ball convert f my Souly turn^ne, not 

only 

• Upon the Terms nfthe Gofpel^-'H\\AX is, freely ; or, aa 
the Prophet fpeaks, wtbout Mimey and *wiiho'ut Friee. 
^ For nothing is requifitc, in order to a Partieipation of 
CHRIST and his Benefits, butl Grant from GOD, 
This Grant the Gofpel exhibits, proclaims, and tenders 
to all. AU, without making any Diftinftion^ orrequir* 
5ng any Qualification. That Salvation may ^e, not of 
tt^orkst tut cf Grace, — This Point, which is'fo iatimately 
connedled with our Comfort and Hope, the Reader may 
fee more fully ftatcd in Dialogue X¥. 
. t ^y^A ^*"'- 3- I ^^ fenfible the Word Ml?J^» may 
fignify to refrejb or re^ore ; may anfwer to -the Greei 
Phrafe <»ri4.v|e; and denote the Comforts of the HOLY 
GHOST.— This Verb may alfo bear the fame Signifi- 
cation with the Participle tvtrp^on;, as it is ufed by our 
LORD, in his Exhortation to Pe/er, When Thpu art cm- 
'verted. Not defcribing the firft grand Revolution in the 
Heart ; by which a new Determination is given to the 
Judgment, and a new Bias to the Affe^lions. But ex- 

Sreffing thofe fubfequerit Operations of the Divine SPI- 
RIT; by which We are recovered from our various Re- 
lapfes, and healed of our deily Infirmities. And I quef- 
tion, whether there is any Inftance of Bacfenidiiig, in 
vhich We fixore frequently need thbfc rcftoring Aids, 
4 thaa 
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only from' Sin and Ignorance, but from every falfe 
Confidence, and every Kieceitful Refuge. He JhaU y 
hrlng me forth in Paths of Bightioufnefs^ in thofe Paths 
of imputed Righteoufnefs, which are always adorned 
^ith the Trees of Hoh'nefs ; are always watered with 
the Fountains of Confolation \ and ^ways t^minate 
•in everlafting Reft.— Some, perhaps, may a(k, Whj 
I^gtvc this Scnfc of the Paffage ? Why may it not 
*fignify- thp Paths of Duty, and the Way of our own 
Obadknce ? — Becaufc, fuch EfFcfts are here men- 
tioned, as never have refulted, and never can refult, 
from any Duties of our own. Thefc, detached 
from our SAVIOUR's Rightcoufaefs, are not 
£reen Paftuns^ but a parched and blafted Heath : 
arc notjiill Waters^ but a troubled and diforderly ♦ 

Stream. 

than in the Cafe of adhcrkg to our REDEEMER'S 
KighteoufBe^b. So prone are We to forget our Reftin^- 
^acel $0 liable to fall from our Stedfafincfa in 

<:HRisr! 

• Blafted, diforderlj — Let not thefe Words grate on 
•the Ear; or, if they grate on the £ar» let them hum- 
irlc th6 Heart. What were Job's Duties ? Zealous and 
exemplary 5 pra£lifcd from his very Youth ; and neither 
•excelled, nor equalled by any Perfon tficn on the Earth. 
Yet the^9 in Point of Juftification, were not a whit bet- 
ter than 4/h/k reprcfents. Let Us hear the laft Word* 
of this^ matchlefs Saint, / abhor nisfelf^ and repent in Uuft 
4md AJhet* From this Confeflion we learn, that, with all 
his Furniture oi perfonal Obedience, He bad juft enough 
«to be aihamedy confovuided, undone. 

After all; if the Reader, dlflatisfied with 4^/t/f<?'s In- 
terpretation, fhould prefer the following Expofition, it 
18 very much at his Service. — The L ORD, reconciled to 
a poor Sinner, by Means of free Juftiiication, // become 
^ Shepherd, — Therefore, I /hall not wanty whatever is 
twiy good, either ior my Body or my Soul, in Time or 
<to Eternity**— »^# maketh mey not to pafs through, bit to 
iliedosiun} tocontinoe> abide, said xcSt. in green Pafuresi 
A a 4 . AttndSt 
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Stream. Neither can thefe fpeak I^e^^ie, QJc;^4P^inir . 
fter Comfort, when We pafs through the Valley and 
Shadow of Death. To yield ^hefe Ble(ging§ is tbQ 
exalted Office of CHRISTy and the fole Pr^ri^ga^. 
tive of his Obedicpce. . , .. 

Admitting, that this Obedience 13 of foveif^igti 
Advantage, during the Year? of Life, and ir^ the 
Hour of Death j it may ftill occur to the fcriou3 aii4 
inquifitive Mind, what will be our Safeguard^ ia 
the invifible State? When the Soul deparjts^ aii4 
our Place oh Earth knows Us no more : when %h^ 
Body revives, and We fhall all ftand before, the 
Judgment-feat: what will tken avaij Us?' — Th^, 
fame Righteoufriefs of our Divine LORD. This, 
if I miftake not, is difplayed in the yery next: 
Pfalm. Which begins with a felicitous Enquiry.5 
fubjoins a fatisfaftory Anfwer; and clofes with a. 
moft pertinent but rapturous Apoftrophe. — This is . 
the Efiqcdry • IVho Jhatt afcend into the Hill of tb^ . 
L OR D f Or, who fiall rife up in his holy Place ? 
— To which this is the Anfwer j Even He that bath 

amidil the Promifes, Privileges, and Bleffings of the^ 
Go^iel ; than which nothing can be more nooriibing, 
and nothing more -delightful, to the fpiritual Man. — He- 
, Itadeth me forth, to Activity and Duty, h the ftill Waters. 
With a Senfe of my Intereft in CHR 1ST and his incx-, 
hauftible Fulnefs^ He refrefheth my Spirit, and animates 
me to Obedience. — When, through the Infirmity of.my. 
Flefh, I fall and contrail Guilt, He reftarefh my Stml* 
He teacheth me to behold the bleeding Lamb of GOD, 
and to fee all my Sins laid upon my SAVIOUR. 
This renews \ny Strength, and re-infpirits my drooping 
Resolutions. — Thus He leaflet h me on ; Enables me to per» 
fevcre and advance, in the Paths of PS^huoufnefs and true 
Holinefs. Not for my Merit, but fir his, own Ham^s 
fake\ not to recompcnfc any Excellency in mc, but to 
maoi&fl the exceeding Riches of his own Grace. 
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cUari Hands and a pure Heart ♦• He jhall receive the 
Bleffing t of Remiflion and Reconciliation; find 
Rigfjieoufnefs^ as the Caufe of both, from the GOD 
if Air Sahttthn. Even that perfect Rightcoufnefs, 
which is not acquired by. Man, but beftowed by 
JEHOVAH: which is not performed by the 
Saint, but received % ^y the Sinner: which is the 
only frfid Bafis, to fupport our Hopes of H^ppinefs ; 
and the only valid Plea, for an Admiffion into the 
Manfidns of Joy. — ^Then follows the Apoftr^phc, 
The Prophet forefees the Afcenfion of CHRIST 
and of his Saints. He fees his LORD, marching 
at the Head of the redeemed World, and condudl- 
ing them unto the City of the living GOD. 
Suitably to fuch a View, and in a moid beautiful 
Strain of Poetry, He addreffes Himfclf to tlie hea- 
venly Portats ; Lift up your Heads, O ye GateSy and he 
ye lift up^ ye everlajiing Doors ; and the King ofGlory^ 
with all the Heirs of his Grace and Righteoiifnefs, 

Jbali 

• PfaL XXIV. 4. Who hath a pure Heart ? He only, 
whoie Heart is Jprinkled from an e*vil Confcience^ by tne 
precious Blood of CHRIST* Who hath clean Hands ? 
He only, who U^ves, and orders his whole Cqaverfation. 
hy Faith in the S ON of GOD. Heb, x. aa. Gal. ii. 
20. 

+ What the Pfalmift means, when He fays. The Bkf- 
Jingy is explained by Himfelf, Ffal. xxxii. i. Bl^^ it 
Hey <whofe TranfgreJJion ts forgi'ven^ . 'whi^e Sim is €0<vered. 
And it is well obferved by a certain Writer; " Righte- 
«« oafncfs being found only in JESUS CHRIST, the 
** Sttbftitate for the Guilty, to Hiin alone the Blefling 
" has refpcft. The Blefling refts only on his Riehte- 
** oufnefs, and follows it wherever it goes. To wnom«> 
** foev.er it extends, the Blefling is alio conveyed.*^ 

*t The Words of the Apoflle, T^aix^avm 7%p ^u^a* tii« 
Jkit«io<nfWK, are almoft a literal Tranflation, are the very 
bcft Explanation, of the PfalmiU's Language, HplK t^ttr^ 
Rom. V. 17. PfaL xxiv. 5. 
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JhuU tnstke their triuntpbant Entry ; Jhall enUr in% 
And go out no more. 

Having fhewn the powerful and extenfive Influx 
ence of our REDEEMER'S Righneoufmsfs ; itg 
Efficacy* in thic World to jufUfy* ji> tbe other World 
to glorify ; well may the fweet Sipger of Ifrael pco- 
liefs his fupreme Value for it, and entire Dependence 
on it. I will g9 forth in the Strength pf the L\ORJ> 
GODy and tvill make mention of ikf Righteonfnefi 
>€nfy *. As though He had faid ; I will have recoiirfe 
to no other Righteoufnefs, for the Confolation of 
my Soul. I will plead no other Rigbteoufnef$, fcr 
the Recommendation of my Perfon. I will fly to no 
other Righteoufnefs, for my final Acceptance,, 'and 
cndlefs Felicity.— This is that Rmment of NsedU^ 
uork and Clothing of wrought Gold \^ in which the 
Church, the Queen- Confort, is prefented to her 
immortal Bridegroom ; with which She enters the 
cverlafting Habitations, to be " for ever with the 
<' LOR D."— This is that Garment/(?r Glory and 
for Beauty J, which clothed our great H I G H- 
p ?v I E S T ; and, . defcending to his very Feet (, 
clothes and adorns the loweft Members of his myf- 
tical Body. 

RecolIe£ling all the foregoing Particulars, juftljr 
:and on the moft rational Ground, does otir royal 

Author 

* Pfal. Ixxi. 16. There is, ia the flehre^w OriginaU 
and in the new Tranflation, a very eraphatical Repeti- 
tion ; which adds Weight to the Sentiment, and demands 
a peculiar Attention from the Readers Tiy Righucuj^s^ 
^ven thine Qtify. 

t Pfal. xlv. 13/ 

X Exod. xxviii. 3 1 . Notahatt fays W i t s i v $ upon 
the Place, illud Pallium Juftiti^gy quo indutus ej^ ^fyu 
indmt QtlRJSrUS. 

JB Rev. J. ly 
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I Author declare ; BUffed an th^Piopky that inoznth 

J9yful S9und: they Jhall walk, O LQRD^ in tkt 
f Lii^ht df thy CourttiHimce. In thy N/me flsall they re^ 

i pice alt the Day ^ and in thy Righteoufnefs./ball they ht 

^A'tf/Ztfi^.'—Theyare truly bkffed) they alone are 
happyj ivho kwi» the joyful Sound of the Gofpel ;. 
not only receive it with their Ears^ but admit it 
into their very Hearts ; fo as to partake of the fo-. 
crfed Peace, and fpiritual Liberty, >^hich it pro- 
claims.^^ — They JhaU tx^alk in the Light of thy CouhUt 
nanee 5 they fliall enjoy (uch Communicatioiis i>f 
thy Grace, and fuch Manifeftations of thy Love, 
as will conftitute the Serenity and Sunihine of their 
&<SMh.—Inih'yName, O LORD JESUS CHRIST, 
in thy udatchlcfe Perfon, and thy infinite Merits, 
JhaU they rejoice- \. And not occafionally, but ha- 
bitually ; 

• Pfal. Ixxxix. 15, 16. , 
t Some Readers, perhaps, may think this Interpre- 
tation of the Word Right eoufnefsy hot ftriftjy proper; 
and the Proof which Afpafio draws from fuch, PaiTages of 
Scripture, not fufficiently' concluiive. — For their Satis- 
fa^ion and my own, I would aflc ; What other Inter- 
pretation, confiftent with the Tenour of the Gofpel, 
can be put upon the Word-/ Can itimean GOD's Jttf* 
tice, which, giveth to AU according to their Deferts ? In 
this View,i Da'vid could have little Caufe to rejoice in it,, 
but abundant Reafon to be terrified at it. — Does it fig- 

1 nify GOD's Faithfulnefs in performing his Promifes ? 

What are all his Promifes, hot Exprefiions of Good-will 
in CHRIST I founded on the Merits and RigbteouA 

L nefs of CHRISTi or, as the Apoftle fpeaks, yea and 

amen, both made and confirmed, in CHRIST JESUS? 

I —Does it denote the Mercy and Benignity of G OD, juf- 

tifying, regenerating, faving Sinners ? This Senfe, and 
indeed eve^y comfortable Senfe, either immediately re- 
fers to, or ultimately terminates in, CHRIS.T and his 
Qrace ; CffR JST^d his Righteoufnefsi; For, in ever/ 

Thing 
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bitually ; not barely at feme diftinguilbed IiHervdls^ 
but all th Day. Their Joy fliall be as lafttng, as 
it is fubftantial. — Though abafed, though ccoi^ 
founded in themfelves, in thy Right^ovfiufs Jhall thay 
be exalted *f now exalted to a State of holy Friend-* 
fliip and delightful Communion with GOD| and 
exalted, When Time ihaJl be no more» to a State 
of celeftial Glory, and eternal Blif$» 

How thoroughly evangelical is this fcraphic Wri* 
tpr \ He has Joy, He has Bkfledne&, and He looks 
for everlafting Exaltation. Y«t not fron^his Faith^ 
his Repentance, and his own fincere Obedielice. 
According to this, which is the modern Scheme^. 
Faith, inftead v6f receiving, would fufplant the 
LORD JESUS: Repentance, inftead of beings 
the Gift of CHRIST, would become his iWw/r 
and fincere Obedience, which is for the Praife and 
Glory of GOD, would eclipjf ^nrf impoverijh his 
Grace. — But David adopts no fuch Sentiments. 
David maintains no fuch Dodrine. This is the 
invariablfe Language of his Heart ; this the Burdea 
of his Song ; Jll my Springs of Hope, of Truft, 
and Confolation, O thou adored IMM ANUEL, 
are in Tbse ♦. . .». ^ 

This Senfe is the lefs precarious, I had almoft 
faid the more certain, as it exaftly correfponds with 
the Analogy of Faith, and coincides with the ex- 
pre(s Declarations of other Scripture8.<*-^/j&^& is 
ftyled the Evangeliji of the Jewi/b Church. Be- 
caufc, more frequently than any of the Prophets 

he 

Thing confolatory, CHRIST h ALL. And if this 
be true, J/pajSo's Dodrine cannot be fal(e» nor his £x- 
poiitiba wrong. 

• Pfal. Ixxxvii. 7. 



} 
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^ he celebrates, and more copioufly explains, this 

k and other Peculiarities of the Grofpel. — ^In the very 

I fifft Chapter, He pfea(che8 thefe glad Tidings; 

> Sion JbaU be redamed with Judgmint^ and her Con-- 

I verts wHh RighteoufnefsA Sion^ the Gofpel-Cljurch, 

\ compofed of fi^llen Creatures, fometime difobedient 

j ta their GO D^ and enflaved to Satan, fhall be re-* 

deemsdi Rodeemed^ hot vrith corruptibfe Things, 
Silver and Gold^ but by fevere Judgments executed 
on theii: gioriiSntfs HEADj and gracious R £-- 
P R E S E N TAT I V E. And not by thefe only, 
but by RigJtfte^ufitefs aifo ; by the perfed and moft 
meritorious Obedi^ce of the fam6 divinely excel- 
lent PERSON*. 

Oar facred Author bear* his Teftimony with 

warmer Zeal and brighter Evidence; as he proceeds 

in hisincotnparaWe Difcourfes. Surely^ JhaU one fay 

. (cr> as it may be rendered,' only) in the L ORD have 

f I Rightteufaefs and Strength f. Plcafc to obferve, 

Theron-, 

• i^*fJ?Afe^«««^«?/SPIRITUSSANGTUS 
hahere Nos in Obedientid ^ Sanguine. JESU CHRIS TL 
Ifai. i. 2Jf ViTRiNG. in Loc. 

t Ifid' xly* 24* In^be LORD ba've I Rigbteoufnefs 
^ Strength I think, We have cloaded the Beauty, and 
weakened the Energy of this Claufe, by detaching it from 
the preceding Sentence. This Claufe fhould make a Part 
of IM M A N tJ E L's auguft Speech. It prefcribes the 
Form of that religious Shearings or of that fokmn Confef 
fimiy which is required from every haman Creature, who 
deiires to inherit Salvation. Let Us read it in this Con- 
nedlion, and'We ihall have the moil itnportant Podrine* 
that ever was delivered ; expreiTed in the moft forcible 
N Manner, that can be conceived. 

/ bave /worn by My/elf^ and all my immortal Perfec- 
tions. The Word is gone out of my Meutb in Truth, in 
Wifdom, and Coafummatc E^uitj ; and (hall hot return^ 
• 6 • either 
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niron. It i» not faid, in my own Works, in mj 
own Repentance, no, nor in my own Faith,' bitt 
in the LORD, in the incarnate JEHOVAH, 
have I Righeeottfnefs.^^Righteoufnefs for Juftifica- 
tion, and Strength for Sandification. An imputed 
Righteottfneis, to procure my Acceptance ; an im- 
parted Strength, to produce my Holinefs. The 
ftrft, conftituting my Title to the everlafting Inhc* 
ritance.; the laft, forming my pcrfona! Preparation 
for its EnpymdnU'^^Surefyj which exprcffes a firm 
Perfuafion^ and an unihaken AfSance. Onfy^y 
wJiich denotes ^in utter Renunciation of ail other 
Confidence, and excludes every other Ground of 
Ho^.'^RighUoufneffis *y the Original is in the pla*' 
ral Nmntier. Which feems to be «fed, not with- 
out an important Defign ; to enlarge the Signtfi<^ 
cancy of the Word, and make it correfpoiid with 
the Richnefs of the Bleffing. So that it may im- 
ply the Fulneft and. fupereminmt< Excellency of 

this- 

either to be repealed, or to be altered .—Wio can hear 
•f«ch an Exordiom, . from fuch a Speaker, and not be 
awed into the dcepeft Reverence? LORD, We are all 
Attention. What Thou pronounceft, with fnch un- 
paralleled Solemnity, Wc would receive into our very 
Hearts. It fliall be the raling Principle of our Faith andi 
Life. — Is fuch our Refolution ? This then is the Decree^ 
this the Oath of JEHOVAH; To ME e^ery Km 
Jhall hwD : to ME e<very Tongue J^al! /wear, (•^D^t) fay- 
ing, SURELY IN THE LORD HAVE L 
RIGHTEOUSNESS AND STRENGTH.-^ 
Talke Wc of Co^feffion of Faith ? Here We have a Coa- 
f^ifion of Faith, drawa up by Omnifciencef, and enjoiiied 
by Oninipotcnpe/ ^ ... 

• WipIV pajaU^I to which, "both in Conftruftibn and 
Signification, is the Phrafe ufed by St. John, AvtaMiAoixp 
Rev. xi^f. 8. Th fine Linen is tiff Righteoufnefs (properly 
the Righteoafneflfes) of tit faints. 
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I this Gijft of Grace ; as comprehending what- 

f • ever *, either of Suffering or of Obedience, is re*, 

f quiilte to the Juftificatton of Sinners. 

f Therefore the Prophet adds; In tht LORD^ 

, Jhall all the Seed rf Ifrael be jujipfi^d^ and JhaU gbry ^^ 

Moft important and moft precioua Text ! Everf 
, Expreffion is big with Truth, and bright wiA 

Grace.— ^ the Seed: intimating, that the Way of: 
Salvation, in every Age of the World, and to all 
the People of GOD, is invariable and one.-—* 
What is this invariable Wisy i It is to be pardoaed>> 
and delivered from Wrath ; to be approved^ an<l 
admitted into Favour ; or, as the infpired Penmaa 
exprefies it, to be juJHfied. — How is this ei£B<S^ed l 
Not by our upright Aims, not by our fmcere En- 
deavours, but by having a real and proper RTghti-* 
•ij/Sf^.i— Where is this to be had ? Not in Our- 
felves ; not in any Accomplifhments, or any Per^ 
fbrmances of our own ; but i» the LORD RE- 
DEEMER, and his confummately righteous 
Nature, Affedions, Aftions. — Are thefe fufficient 
for the Purpofe ? So fufficient, that We may not 
only confide, but glory in them. They aftord 
Caufe, not only for the Stedfaftnefs i)f Reliance, 
but for the Elevations of Triumph. Cleaving to 
thefe. We may look Sin and Satan, look Death and 
Hell in the Face > and fay, with a noble Defiance,, 
Who fhall condemnVs? 

y/hat 

• Vutt dicere ProfhetM, in JEHOVJB ep tn prop- 

' TER C^OD Peccator rejipifcensl^ credenSi%ytZ(:z.t\% ab- 

fglvi, & jure ad Bencdifti(»ieni coeleftfipy<?W/ que€a ac 

dibeat : ejfe illud JEHOFJB frofriuM, i'ah ipfo p^r/v^-^ 

dMm\ ^u^d extra ipfum t^n in'venitur. Vitring, 

t Ifai^xlv. 25. 
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What he had juft now aflerted, he exemplifies in 
hi» own, and in the Perfon of every true Believer. 
/ will graitfy rejoice in the L OR X), my Soul JhaU kt 
joyful in my G OD i for Ho bath clothed me with tb0 
Gtnrments of Sahationy He bath covered me with the 
Rohe of Rigbteoufnefs *• True Believers are com- 
pared, in one of our facred Eclogues, to a Company 
of Horfes in Pbaroah's Chariot f ; to Horfes^ than 
which no Animal is more ftatdy and graceful : to 
Egyptian Horfes, which were the beft and completed^ 
then in the World : to thofe in Pharoah\ Chariot, 
which, doubtlefs, were a choice Set ; fele£led from 
Thou(ands ; and fineft, where all were fine. Here, 
methinks, I fee the Comparifon realized. Chrif-- 
tiansj endued with fuch a Spirit, as breathes in this 
animated Text, are like a CoUedion of gallant 
and majeflic Steeds ; not deftined to low Drudgery, 
but appointed to run in the royal Chariot ; all Life ; 
full of Fire j champing the Bit, and eager for the 
Chafe. Nothing can more beautifully defcribe a 
State of Exultation and Ardour, than the preceding 
Similitude, or the following Words — / will^rejoice ; 
/ will greatly rejoice ', my very Soul^ and all that is 
within me, Jhall be joyful in my GOD. Wherefore ? 
Becaufe He has clothed me^ undone Sinner as I am, 
v^ith the Garments of Salvation : becaufe He hath co^ 
vered me^ defeftive as all my Services are, with the 
Robe of RightcDufnefs J. A Robe, which hides every 
Corruption, and covers every Sin : fo that neither 

Stain 

• Ifai. Ixi. 10. t Cimt. 1, g. 

X Id quod Feccatorem nudum tegit coram DEO^ eft fync^ 
tijjima cT pretio/a Juftitia /off Obcdientia CHRIST I 
JESU. Hoc Fefie DEUS Populum fiium Induif^ torn' 
quod earn Credtntibus ex Gratio imputat ; tmm fuodeot Fide 
donate per quam eandem ad fe applicant* Vi T a i n o . 
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Stain nor Deformity appear in tny Charaflw, A 
Robe, which adorns and dignifies my Soul ; ren- 
ders it fair as the Moon, clear as the Sun ♦, sui4 
meet for the Inheritance of Saints in Light* 

Having reprefented this Righteoufnefs, in a Via- 
riety of grand and charming Views — the Prophet 
farther charafterixcs it, as the unalterable and never^ 
.failing Origin of our Juftification and Happinefs. 
This he difplays by a Train of Images, bold and 
foblime to the lafl: Degree. Lift up yow Eyes to thi 
HeOveris^ and look upon the Earth beneath: for the 
Heavens fhall vanijh away like Smokey and the Earth 
Jhall wax old like a Garment ; but my Salvation fhall 
be fof everi and my Righteoufnefs Jhall not be abolijhid f . 
— ^Obfervie the vaft Dimenfions, and the firtn Foun- 
- dations, both of the upper and the lower World. 
•How ftrong, how ftedfaft, they dl appear! Yet 
thefe, indiffoluble as they may feem, fhall perifli, 
-—This majeftic Globe^ on which Summers fhinc 
and flowery Profpefts fmile, fliall lofe its beautiful 
Glofs ; and foon be laid afide, like a decayed ufc- 
lefs Garment. Even that more majeftic Concave^ 
In which Stars glitter, and Comets glow, fliall he 
deprived of its very fuperior Splendour ; and vanifti 
dWay, like the uipifubftantial difTolving Smoke.-^ 
Whereas, my Salvation^ together with the ineftirh- 
Ible Bleffings comprehended in it, fliall fubfift, 
•fiiall flour ifli/^r ever. And my Righteoufnefs , which 
is the meritorious Caufer of alL Jh^fU not be aboltfhei't 
but remain an immoveable Bafis ^nd an inviolably 
Sanftuary^ fof the *.epofe and Safety of *Sinner#. 
•^Ih Ibbrt ; whether there be moral Virtues, th^y 
ftiall be found wanting 5 whether thcfe be chriftian 

Vol. II. . J3 b ' . Graces, 

• Cant. vi. 10. . f Ifai- Y^ ^- 
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Graces, thty fliall prove inefFednal i but my; Con-< 
formity to. the Law, and my Obedience unto Deaths 
.neither need Addition, nor admit of Alteration. 
They aic all-fuffimnt in their Mc^it, and in their 
Agency everlajling. ^ 

When Day ariTes oii our benighted Hemifphere, it 
breaks and fpreads by a gradual Increafe. Forming, 
firft, the grey Twilight j ne?ct, the bliifliing Morn ; 
then, the fliining Light; till all is heightened into 
the Blaze and Glow of Noon. r- When Spring rc- 
vifits our wintry Clime, She alfo advances, by gen- 
tle Degrees. Firft, fwells the Bnd> s^nd protrude* 
the Gem. Then, expands the Leaf, and iihiblds 
the Bloffom. The Face of Things is contiifually 
changing for the better; till, at Length, all the 
Country is covered with Bloom and Verdure. — 
This leifurely Procefs, renders thejlrong Effulgence 
of the celeftial Orb, more fupportable; and th^ 
lovily Expanfions of the vegetable Creation, moK 
obfervabie. 

So prqgrefSye and increafing are the Difplays of 
[yESUS CHRISTy exhibited in the Scriptures. 
Wbofe Appearance is unfpeakably more ietightful to 
the Soul, than the Emanations of orient Light are 
to the Eye, or the Entertainments of the vernal Sea- 
fon tpi our other Senfes.—rThe Gloom of fallen 
jidam was alleviated by a Ray from this SUN 
OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. — >ftr^i&^;» and 
the Patriarchs faw afar 6ff the Bleffed JBSpS, 
as the Mhrning fpriad upm the MdunUint *.-^The 
Pfalmijl and the Prophets, bcbeW his' nearer Ap- 
proaches, like the Sun upon the' Point of Uifiitg.--- 
;To the Apoftles and Evang^lifts tfe arofei in p^f<^ 

Luftre< 
• Joel ii. 2. 
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' Luftre, and complete Beauty. The Grace and the 

ft Privileges, which dawned under other Difpenfations, 

i are brought even to meridian Light hy the GofpiL 

i —This I mention, juft to intimate, what You may 

e>cpe£): from a following Letter. 

In the mean Time, let Us attend to the Prophet 
DaniiL He records a Meffage from Heaven, which 
1)5 more clearly defcriptive of this great evange- 
lical Bleffing, than all the foregoing Texts.— He 
had been under much Diftrefs, and in great I'er- 
plexity : affliiSed for his own, and his Country- 
men9 Sins ; anxious for the Welfare of the chofen 
Nation, and the Profperity of true Religion, When 
an Angel was difpatched to the holy Mourner, with 
this moft chcaring News; which, received by Faith, 
is the richeft Balm to a wounded Confcience, and 
the only Remedy for a guilty World. Seventy Weeks 
are determined upon thy People^ and upon thy holy City ; 
tofinijh the Tranfgrejpony and make an End of Sin \ t$ 
make Reconciliation for Iniquity ; and to bring in ever-- 
lofting Righteoufnefs ♦. — This Prophecy, without 
all Contradiaion, relates to the MESSIAH, vlt 
fbretels, that, in the Fulnefs of Time, He fhould 
finijh the TranfgreJJion •}• ^ reftrain and fupprefs the 
Power of Corruption, by purifying to Himfelf a pe- 
culiar People. •— Should make an End of SinX ; by 
icaling up or fecreting its Guilt, and totally abolifh- 
ing its condemning Ppwer— Should make Reconci^ 
liatimf<xr Iniquity ; .by fuftaiijing the Vengeaace^ue 
to Sinners, and fully fatisfying the divine Juftice 
for all their Offences. 

But^ ^sto^Xufter^PjLxnUhment, is one Thing; and 
t* gbey the Precept, is ajipther : as Pardon of Siri, 
B b 31 ' do«^ 

• Dan. ix. 24, t xb t OHIT 
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dk>e^ by no Means complete the Privilege of Jufti- 
fica^ion; it is added, that the MESSIAJH SOhould 
alfo bring in an everlajiing Righteoufnefs — J Righte^ 
oufriifir or an adequate and perfect Conforipity to 
^ the biftatcs of the )Law. "V^hich cpnfifts^ in 
an habitual Hoi inefs of Nature, and aii aftual.Olje- 
dicn<:e of Life — This He fliould no^ barely publifli^ 
but accomplish and bring in *. T^iat it may be pre- 
fcntedbpthto GOD and Man; to GOD, fot 
the Reparation of his violated Law ; to Man^ for 
the Juftification of his obnoxious Perfon— That 
this Righteoufnefs fliould he everlajiing i not,fuch 
as may be compared to the Morning Cloud, wjfiich 
(bon paffeth away j or to the early Dew, which is 
foon dried up ; tut fuch as will out-laft the I^ills, 
C^ii which the latter fliines ; and out-laft the Skies, 
tJ>rough which the former fails. ARighteoufnefe, 
whofe Merits extend to every Period and every Ac- 
tion of our Lives j and when once made ours by 
Imputation, remains and will remain our unaUenable 
Prc^erty.— To this all the Saints, who, in anticnt 
Generation^, pleafed QOD, owe their Acc«pr 
tance ; on this, all the Children of Men, who, in 
future Ages, hope for his Favour, nxuft rely j by 
this the whole Affembly of the Bleffed, will be in- 
variably and eternally precious in This Sight.rpEx- 
alt^d Character ! Can it be applicable to anyTThfng 

7 ".*.". "■ .';;* '"'icfs, 

• Nan^ I think, thttft figiiify tn6fc iteft to fStif^ Ur 
fr'tach^ n^d this been afl that tht Angel wns^irmii^- 
fioncd to declare, ntt^lV or TOnS? would pioHabfy. ii*te 

•been ofed.-T-The Word Jiinplies.fnch /? bri^gv^ '^ .(^^* 
Original ifi the fame) as when ^^f/ brou^t nis I^acrifice 

^ to the Altai-, for tKe divjiie Acceptance ; arfd^j^ir. brought 
his Vcnifon into the Chamber, for hij Fath^r'« Ufc, Qtm* 
iv. 4. ^j^vii. 31. ,, 
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Icfs, than the Righteournefs of the incarnate GOD f 
Surely, None can imagine, that Daniel would fpeak 
in fuch a magntficerit Strain of any human Righteouf- 
nefe ; fince, in this very Chapter, he profefledl j^ 
depreciates Himfelf, his Fellow-faints, and all hu- 
man Performances whatever *. 

I forgot, in the proper Place, to confult tlie Pro- 
phet yeremiah. Let Us now refer Ourfelve^ to his 
Determination. Celebrating the SAVIOUR of 
yudah and Ifrael^ He fays ; This is his Name^ whereby 
He Jhall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGH- 
TEOUSNESS. A Petermination, fo clear arid 
fatisfa^^ory, as not to leave. One would almoft con- 
clude, any Room for Appeal. — Should the Senfe of 
the Paflage be queftioned, I think, there cannot be 
a more authentic Explication, than* the preceding 
E'xtrads from Ifaiah and Daniel, Having the una- 
nimous Atteftation of two infpired Penmen, "Wt 
may venture to abide; by fuch Authority, even in 
Oppofition to fomerefpeftable Names. — In theVerfe 
immediately foregoing, the effential Holinefs of the 
REDEEMER is difpUyed, und^r the Charaftcf 
of the RIGHTEOUS BRANCH. — The 
SanSity, whiqh He y^iU import to his Subjefts, is 
intimated by his ixecutipg judgment (ififl ^«/?^*^^ «» 
tbi ^arth.r-ln the CUufe, JVVc have qwot^d, l^i$ 
imputed Righteoufnefs is foretold and promifed.— • 
Thus, the feveral Sentences are diftin£t j the D?*- 
fjcriptiqn of Ae SAVIOUR 15. cpmpie^te^ ^nd 
Ho «ppeavs peffe&ty fuited to the t»x%ctkf;m qf. a 
wretched WorW. A World, in its worft Eibw, 
cnflaVetf to Satan; and in its be^, falling Ihort of 
.^' r. Bbj J' t^« 

• O LORD, Righteo^/n^s ^elongeth unto Thee^ but irjM 
to Us Confujim of fiues. Ver. 7. 
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the Glory of GOD. — This, therefore, I take to 
be the grand and cxtenfive Meaning of the Pro-^ 
phet ; not barely. The righteous LORD; not 
barely. The LORD who infufes Righteoufnefs 
into finful Souls; but the incarnate JEHOVAH ♦, 
whofe mediatorial Righteoufnefs is, by an A& of 
gracious Imputation, ^i^n— to all the Intents of 
Juftification and Salvation, ours-^as much ours for 
thcfe blefled Purpofes, as if We had wrought it 
out, each in his own Pcrfon t» 

Forefeeing and contemplating thefe Bleffings, die 
enraptured Zechariah cries out ; Rejoice greatly^ 
Daughter of Ston ; Jhoutj Daughter of Jerufakm ; 
behold, thy King cometh unto Thee : He is ju/i, aad 
having Salvation, lowly and riding upon an Afs, and 
upon a Colt the Foal of an ^ J, '— He addreiles 
himfelf to Sion and Jerufakm, to the ecclefiaftical 
,jMid civil Community. People of all Ranks and 
of every Charadler, are exhorted to rejoice; to 

rejoice 

• Jer, xxiii. 5,6. In thcfe golden, infinitely better 
than goldeh Vcrfes, are charaderized the divine and the 
human Natures of CHRIST, together with his medi- 
atorial Office. The divine Nature ; in that He enjoys 
the Honours of the G O DH E A D, and poffeffes the in- 
communicable Name JEHOVAH. — The humkm Na- 
tiire ; in that He was to be rmfid up unt9 Dai/id^ and 
if ring as a Branch from his Root. — The mediatmal Of- 
. £ce ; in that He is the Righteoufnefs of his People, and the 
Salvation of Sinners. 

+ WiTsivs, fpeaking of the mediatorial Righteonf. 
ncfsj has written in Latin, vi\i2X Jfpujia expreifes in i'ly- 
lifi ; Per illam Ohedientiam tot a Multitude illorum, qui ad 
Jpfum pertinent, julli conftituuntur ; idef, eer/entur Jus 
habere ad aternesm Vitam, ncn minus quaVL fi quilibet eerum 
in propria Perfona illam Ohedientiam pr^efitij/et. Lib. II, 
cap. V, 

J Zech, IX* 9. 
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rejoice gnatfyi nay, to cxprcfs the Joy of their 
Hearty by loud Hallelujahs^ and triumphant E^ccla^ 
matUm, — What is the Caufe of this general Delight? 
What can fill both Church and State with fuch hig|i 
Sati$fa£iion \ Thy King comeih unto Thee 5 evei^ that 
glorious KING, who rules in Heaven^ and rujes 
in the Heart j whofe Service is Freedom, and whofe 
Laws are Love. * He comes, to be made Flefh, and 
to dwell in thy Nature. — He isjujiy divinely righ- 
teous in his Perfon ; confuuunately righteous in his 
Life ; and fulfils all Righteoufnefs in thy Stea4*— * 
Hayitig Salvation ; not fetting Thee to procure it, 
but procuring it for Thee. Bringieg with Him a 
great, a complete, an eternal Salvation ; fully pre- 
pared, in all Points finifhed, and free for thy Ac- 
ceptance. — ^That none may be difcouraged, and 
none deterred, from applying to this PRINC^ 
of Peace, He is, amidft all the Honours of his So- 
vereignty, lowly : does not abhor the Bafeft, will 
not defpife the Meaneft : to the Poor and Worth- 
lefs his Gofpel is preached, for the Guilty and- 
Abominable his Benefits are in tended. ^-As an Em- 
blem, as a Proof, of this moft amiable and conde- 
fcending Goodnefs, He will ride ; not like the Con- 
querors of the Nations, in a fplendid triumphal 
Chariot, or on a richly caparifoned Steed ; but up- 
on the moft mean and defplcableof all Animals, 
an Afs: nay, what is ftill more dcfpicable, on a 
rude undifciplined Colu the wayward Foal of an 

And ' 

* Becaiife feme profane Scoffers have prefumcd to ri- 
dicule this very remarkable Incident of our LORD'* 
Life, fomc Interpreters of Note have endeavoured to rt^' 
cue it from their ^i*/?w Attempts, by obfcrving — *• That 
B b 4 - the 
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And now— fince my Theron confefies Himfelf tc^ 
be miferaHe^ and pc$r^ and naktd: fince the Eyes of 

. his 

** the Eaftern Ai&s are much larger and more graceful 
*' than ours. That Patriarchs and Judges thought it nO 
•* Difgrace to ride upon them." 

This Obfervation has, I fear, more oi fal/e Delicac^m 
than of real Truth, or Chriftian Simplicity. In the Pa-^ 
triarchal Ages, I acknowledge, Perfons of high Diilinc- 
tion thought it no Diihonour, to appear on this AnimaL 
But I very much queflion, whether the fame Faftiion fab- 
jifted, or the fame Way of Thinking prevailed, in th« 
Reign of Tikcrius Cajfar. The Apoflle mentions, not 
Afles, but Horfes, as the ufual Means of Conveyance, 
See Jam. iii. 3. — Nay, I am ftrongly inclined to fufpeft, 
that the plain primitive Cuftom was fuperfeded, even in 
the Days of Zecbariab. For, long before this Time I 
find, that Solomon' had four thcufand Stalls of Horfes for his 
Chariots, and iijoelve thoufand Horfemen ; and that Horfes 
Huere brought to Him out of Eg^ypty and divers other Coun- 
tries^ I Kings iv. 26, x. 2S, 29. From this Period, it i« 
probable, none but the poor and inferior Sort of Peoplt 
rode upon AfTes.— :When7/2?/^j& prophefied. The Land njuas 
full of Horfesy Ifai. ii. 7. Under the Perfian Monarchy, 
when Zeehariah flourifhed, Horfes were in ftili greater 
Repute. Well therefore might the Prophet fay, with 
Wonder and Delight — lo^ly\ andy as a Demon ftration 
thereof, riding upon an Afs I Whereas, if the Procefiion 
had been performed qn a graceful Animal, and in a re- 
fpeftable Manner, how was this sm Evidence of oar 
R E D E E M E R's Lo^linefs. 

They, who would dignify this A6Uon, any otherwi/c 
than from its greatly to be admired Abafement, feem to 
tave forgotten the Stable, the Manger, and the Crofs. — 
They, who would ennoble this Animal, from any Con- 
fidcration whatever^ feem to miftake entirely the Defign 
of the Prophet. He intends to exhibit a Pidure, where 
Magnificence and Humiliation meet in their Extremes. 
A King, clothed with RighteOufnefs, and difpeniing Sal- 
vation ; yet delpifed and rejcfted, by the Wife, the 
Mighty, the Proud. Supremely majeftic and dcfirable, 
to Skc Eye of Faith ; yet having no Form nor Cornell- 
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ftis Underftanding are enlightened, to fee the Im- 
purity of his Heart, and the Imperfedion of his 
Rightcoufnefs — what Advice, chearing and falu- 
tary, fliall I fuggcft? O! let Him liften to an 
ADVISER, infinitely more able and compaffion- 
ate. Liften to HIM, who is the ANTIENT 
OF DAYS, and the WISDOM OF GOD; 
7 counfel Thee, fays the Bleffed JESUS, to buy of 
me Oold tried in the Fire, that Thou mayejl be rich ; 
and white Raiment, that Thou may eft be clothed *.— 
Gold! What can this denote, but all thofe fpiri- 
tual Treafures, which are hid in CHRIST? 
Which are, in Meafure, unfearchable ; in Value, 
ineftimable; in Duration, eternal. — JVhite Rai- 
ment! Surely this muft fignify the Righteoufnefs of 
our REDEEMER; which is all Purity, and 
all Pcrfeftion. Which clothes the Soul, as a moft 
fuitable and commodious Garment arrays the Body, 
Which will prefent the Believer, void of Shame, 
a^d free from Blemifh ; will prefent Him, with 
Confidence and Honour, before the Throne of tha 
MAJESTY in the Heavens. 

This, 

nefs, in the Eye of Senfe. Higher, far higher than the 
Heavens, yet ofFering Himfelf and his Benefits to the 
Vulgar, .the Sordid, the Vile. 

Was it a mean Attitude/ Exceedingly mean? Mean 
even to Contempt? I make no Scruple to grant it: nay,, 
I make my Boaft of it! It is for the Honour of piy 
LOR D's Condefcenfion : it is for the utter Confufion of 
all worldly Pomp and Grandeur : and it is for the u»- 
fpeakable Comfort of my finfiil Soul. — Moft ^harming 
Humility! Moft endearing Gentlcnefs ! HE, hvbo ridett 
upon the Heatvens as it <were upon an Horfe., and maketh the 
Clouds his Chariot^ to atone hr my Pride, and to encou^ 
rage my Hope, difdained not, in the Days of his TlcAiy 
to ride upon an Afs. 

• Rev. ill. iS. 
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ThxSj to ufe the delicate Language, and amiable 
Images of Ifaialh^This Doctrine, embraced by a 
realizing Faith, is the only Pillow of Rf/tf where^ 
with Ye may caufe the weary and heavy-laden Soul to 
find Ripofe ; and this is the fovereign Cordial, pre^ 
pared by infinite Mercy, for the RefreJhmeHt of an- 
xious and defponding Tranfgreflors. O ! Let Us 
not be in the Number of thofe proud and refractory 
Creatures, who, though they infinitely needed, yet 
would not hear * the gracious News, nor receive the 
unfpeakable Benefit. — In tlys Refpeft^ an^^in^thi? 
moft eminently, is that other Saying of the faii^c 
fublime Teacher, true; The LORD of Hojis JhaU 
be for a Crown of Glory ^ and for a Diadem of Beauty y 
to the Reftdue of his People f . Shalllwe tear from our 
Temples, or rejeCl with Difdain, this unfading and 
heavenly Ornament \ in order to fubftitute a mean 
and tawdry Chaplet of pur own ? 

Let me add a pertinent Paflage from one of our 
celebrated dramatic Writers, Which, if proper ik 
^/i Senfe, will be incomparably more fo, according 
lo our Manner of Application. 



* ■ // were contemning^ 

With impious felf-fufficient Arrogance^ 
This Bounty of our GODj not to accept ^ 
With every Mark of Honour , fuch a Gift, 

I might proceed to urge this Expoftulation of the 
Poet, as I might eafily have multiplied my Quota- 
tions from holy Writ. But, ftudious of Brevity, I 
rcfign both, without farther Enlargement, to your 
•WH Meditation. Yet, more ftudious of my Friend's 

Happi- 

• Ifai, xxviii. xz. f If^i* xxviii. 5. 
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Happinefs, I cannot conclude without wifhing Him 
an Intereft, a clear and eftablifhed Intereft, in thi»^ 
evcrlafting Righteoufnefe of CHRIST. For fo, 
and fo only, can He have evirlajiing Confolation and 
good Hopi through Oraa.^^l am, my dear Thiron^ 

Inviolably Tours^ 

A SPA 8 ID, 

p. 8. Opp(^tc to the Room in which I write,. 15 a^ 
moft agreeable Profpeft of the Gardens and 
the Fields. Thefe^ covered with Herbage, and 
loaded with Corn : tbofe adorned with Flowers, 
. and abounding with Efculents. All appearing 
with fo florid and fo beautiful an Afpeft, that 
theyfeally feem, in Conformity to thcPfalmi/l*& 
Defcription, even to Idugh and fing.-ri^^t me 
• juft obferve. That all thefe fihe Scenes, all 
thefe rich Produftions fprung — from what ? 
From the Dijfolution of the refpeSive Seeds. 
The Seeds planted by the Gardener, and the 
Grain fowed by the Hu(bandman,firft perifhed 
in the Ground, and then the copious Increafc 
arofe. 

Much after the fame Manner, a true Faith 
in CHRIST znd his Righteoufnefs arifes— 
from what ? From the Ruins of Self-fufEcicn- 
cy, and the Death of perfonal Excellency. 
Let me therefore intreat my Theton, ftill to 
take the Diary for his Counfellor; ftill to 
keep an Eye on the Depravity of his Nature, 
and the Mifcarriages of his Life. The more 
clearly We fee, the more deeply We feel, our 
""4 Guilt 
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Guih and our Mifery, the more highly (hill 
We value the Obedience of our Meflfed 
S U R E T Y.— In fuch 4 Heart, Faith t^i« 
flourifh as a Rbfe, and lift up its Head tike a' 
Cedar in Lehman. To fuch a Soul, the great 
REDEEMER'S Righteoufnefs will be wel- 
come, as Waters to the thirfty Soil, or as 
Rivers in thfc fandy D^fart, 




G 



LETTER V, 

A SPAS 10 ^ Tnt^Qjf. 

Dear Theron, 

I V E me leave to relate an uncommon Acci- 
dent ; which happened a little ivhile ago, in 
this Neighbourhood ; and of which I myfelf was a 
Speftator.— The Day was the Sabbath^ the Place 
appropriated to divine Worfliip, was the Scene of 
this remarkable AifFair ; and the Inftant of its taking 
Place, was the Beginning of tbc Serjnon. When 
the Ambaffador cf CHRIST, rifen with a vener- 
able Afpeft, and addreiSng his Audience with be- 
coming Gravity, drew Attention " ftill as Night, 
^* or Summer's Noon- tide Air." 

At this Interval of deep Compofurc, a Boy'camc 
runnihg^into the Church, breathlefs,. and trembling. 
He toicf, but in a low Voice, thoie who flood near, 

tkAt 

6 
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that a Prcfs-gang ♦was advancing, to bcficge th« 
Doorsy and arreft the Sailors.-^^ Jlarm was im&> 
mediately taken. The Seamen, with much Hurry^ 
afid no fmaH Anxiety, began to Ihift for themfclves. 
The reft of the Congregation, perceiving an un- 
uiual Stir, were ftruck with Surprize. — A Whifper 
of Enquiry ran from Seat to Seat ; which increafed) 
by Degrees^ into a confufed Munjrar, and a ftrangc 
Commotion. No One could inform his Neighbour 
Therefore, every One was kft to folve the Appear- 
ance, from the Suggeftions of a timoroms Jmaginatim^ 
Sotne fufpei^ed, the Town was on fire. Some were 
apprehenllve of an Invafion from the Spaniards. 
Others looked up, and looked round, to fee if the 
Walls were not giving way, and the Roof falling 
\Apon their Heads. — ^In a few Moments, the Con- 
ilernation became general. The Men flood like 
Statues, in filent Amazement, and unavailing Per- 
plexity. The Women fhrieked aloud ; fell int^ 
Fits ; funk to the Ground in a Swoon. Nothing;; 
was feen, but wild Diforder ; nothing heard, but 
tumultuous Clamour. — Drowned was the Preacher's 
Voice. Had He fpoke in Thunder,^ his Mefiagc 
would fcarc« have been regarded. To have gon« 
on with his Work, am*Wft fuch a Ferment of ftujd- 
nitig Sounds and aftonifhed Minds, had been like ar- 
guing with a Whirlwind, or talking to a Tempeft. 

This 

• The Reader, it is hoped, will cjfctife whatever may 
appear /ww, or favour of the PliSeian, in any of thefe Cir- 
cumftances. • If JJpafio h^d fet Hlftifelf to iffvent the DH^ 
feriptiou df a PanDic, He would probably have formed' It 
upon fome more raifed and dignified Incident. Bat as 
this was a real Maiter PfJ^a^^ yhich lately happened io 
one of oar Sea*p6rt Towns ; Truth, even in a plain 
Dlds, may j^offibly be no lefs acceptable than Fi&ioa^ 
mickcd up with th« moft fplendid Bmbellifhments. 
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This brought to my Mind that great tremendous 
Dayj when the Heavens (hall pafs away; when the 
Earth (hall be diflblved ; and all its Inhabitants re- 
ceive their final Doom.—- IF, at Aich Incidents of 
very inferior Dread, our Hearts arc ready to fail ; 
what unknown and inconceivable Aftonifhment' 
muft feize the guilty Confcience, wken the Hand 
of the ALMIGHTY (hall open thofe unparal- 
leled Scenes of Wonder, DefoUticn, and Horror f 
—When the Trumpet (hall found — The Dead arifc 
—The World be in Flames— The J U D G E on 
the Throne — and all Mankind at the Bar \ 

The Trumpet Jhall found ♦, fays the prophetic 
Teacher- And how alarming, how ftupendous the 
Summons ! Nothing equal to it, . nothing like it, 
was ever heard through all the Regions pf the Uni- 
verfe, or all the Revolutions of Time. — ^When con- 
fliaing Armies have difcharged the bellowing Artil- 
Jery of War, or when viSorious Armies have (houted 
for Joy of the Conqueft, the Seas and Shores have 
rung, the Mountains and Plains have echoed. But 
the Voice of the Archangel, and the Trump of 
GOD, will refound from Pole to Pole. It will 
(hake the Pillars pf Earth, and ftarfle the Dun- 
geon of Hell. — Stronger, ftrangcr ftill ! It will pe- 
netrate even the deepeft Receffes^of the Tomb. It 
will pour its amazing Thunder into all thofe Abodei 
of Silence. The Dead, the very Dead, (hall hear. 

When the Trumpet has founded, the Dead Jhall 
*rj/J,— In a Moment, in the Twinkling of an EyCy 
the Graves open \ the monumental Piles are cleft 
afunder; the Families, the Nations under-ground, 
ftart into Day. W)iat an immenjc Hafveft of Men 

and 
• iCpr. ;cv»52. 
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and Women, fpringing tip from the Caverns of the 
£arij)» and the Depths of the Sea ! Stand a white 
lay Soul, and contemplate the wonderful Spefbclc. 
'■^Aiam formed in Paradife, and the Babe born but 
Yeftexday, the earlieft Ages, and latcft Genera- 
tions, meet upon the fame Level. Jew$ and Gen-- 
iil$^' Grttki and BarbarianSy People of all Climes 
and Languages, units in the promifcuous -Throng. 
H5re,vthofe vaft AxmieB, which, r like Swarms of 
Locufts, covered Countries; which, with an irre- 
fiftrble Sweep, ovef-run Empires j here they all ap- 
pear, and ^ere they aH 2st loft. Loft, like the 
finall Drop of a Bucket, when plunged amidft the 
unfathomable and boundlefs Ocean. — O ! the Mul- 
titudes ! the Multitudes * ! which thefe Eyes (hall 
furvey, when GOD calleth the Heavem from above j 
and the Earth that He may judge his People. What 
Shame muft flulh the guilty Cheek ! What Anguifh 
wound the polluted Breaft ! To have all their filthy 
I'raftices, and infamous Tempers^ expofed before 
this innumerable Croud of Witneffes ! — Fly, my 
Theron'y and fly, my Soul; inftantly let Us fly, 
earneftly let Us fly, to the purifying Blood of JE- 
SUS. That all our Sins may be blotted out ; that 
We may be found unhlameaUe and unreprweabky in 
the Prefence of the aflembled World ; and, what is 
infinitely more to be Irevercd, in the Sight of the 
omnipotent GOD. 

When the Swarm ifliies, the Hive, ftiall burn. 
There is no more. Need of this habitable Globe. 

. . ^ < '^'^^ 

^ Ift as it is conanoiily fuppofed, the Earth contains 
at any oae Period of Time, no lefe than four, hundred 
Millions of Souls ; what a Congregation muft all thofe 
Generations make^ which have fuccetded ea^h other for 
fcven thottfa^d Yean ) 
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The E\e& have fought tb« good Fight, and finiflaad 
their Cdurfe. The Wicked bare been tried^ and 
found incorrigible. The important Drama is ended. 
Every A£lor has performed his Part. Now there- 
fore the Scenes are taken down ; and the Staga^is 
demoltflied.— /^^^^ i^ to the E^irihy wtdio iie W^rks 
thereof! Its Streams are turned into^PJItch, its T^\ify^ 
mtoEriniAone; and the Breath of th« ALMIGH* 
T Y, 1 ike a Torrent of Fire, enkindles thfc Whde. 
See ! fee ! how the Confia^ation rages— fpreais 
—prevails over aU ! The Forefts are in a Biazie^ 
and. the Moitntains* ar^ wrapt in Flatnte* Cities, 
Kingdoms, Continents, fxnk In the bui^mng Dejmge. 
London^ Brbain^ Earing are no more. Through ail 
the Receptacles of Water, Arough all the Trads 
t)f Land, through the whole Extent of Air, nodting 
is difcernable, but one vaft, prodigfOMS) fiery Ruisi. 
. — Where now are the Treafures c*f tht Covdtmis ? 
Where thi Pijfeffions of the Mighty ? Where the 
DeUghis of the Voluptuary ? — ^How Wife, boW hap^y 
are they, whofe Portion is lodged in heavenly Man* 
fions ! Their Inheritance is incorruptible. SUCh 
as the laft Fire cainnot reach, nor the Diflblutiaa 
of Nature impair. 

We look upwards. The azui^ YaAllt. cleavQS. 
Thlt ftately Expanfe is rolled back likeadcroll; 
the Regions of Blifs are feen ; and the JUDGES 
the JUDGE appears ! He cometh^ cries a ndig-hty 
Seraph, the Herald * of his Approach, Me ctumeth 

49 

• It feems, according to tjie Apoftle's Reprefentation, 
that, introduaofy to the Refurteaion of the'Dead/ there 
will be A Shout, the Fmce efihe ArchnngeU and the Trump 
vfGOD, I Theff. iv. i6.— Firft, A $h9»t of Joy and 
'i'riiiniph breaks from the Skies; sas^ by Millions of 

•attendant 
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U judge tbt fF&rldJn RigbUoufmfs^ and minifter tru$ 
"Judgment unto the People ! — He cometh, not as for- 
merly, in the Habit of a Servant, but clad with 
uncreated Glory, and arrayed in l^ight inacceifible. 
He cometh, not meanly followed by twelve weak 
Difciples, but magnificently attended with the Ar- 
mies of Heayen. Angels and Archangels form his 
Retinue} Prtncipallti^ and Powers wait at his 
Feet: the Cherubim and Seraphim are upon th: 
Wing to execute his Commands. --Behold Him, 
ye f?uthful Followers of the L A M B j and won- 
der and love. This is HE, who bore all your Ini- 
quities on the ignominious Crofs. This is HE, 
who fulfilled all RightecHifnefs for the Juftification 
of your Perfons. — Behold Him, ye Defpifers of his 
'Grace; and wonder and perifh. This is HE, 
whofe merciful Overtures you have contemned, and 
on whofe precious Blood You have trampled. 

The great white Throne *, beyond Defcription 
auguft and formidable, is eredled. The KING 
of Heaven, the LORD of Glory, takes his Seat 
on the dreadful Tribunal. Mercy^ on his Right- 
band, difplays th^ Olive-branch of Peace, and 
holds forth the Crown of Righteoufnefs. "Jujllce^ 
Qn hi^ Left, poifes the impartial Scale, and un- 

VoL. II. C c. flieaths 

attendant Spirits, or by all the Companies of Heaven.—* 
Then follows the Voice of the Archangel^ proclaiming the 
Approach of the R ED £ £ M £ R ; which, though heard 
fingly through the vaft Expanfe, will probably be louder 
than thofe united Acclamations. — Laft of all; tbeTrutn* 
pet of GOD founds, and iiTues a Summons to the Dead, 
more awful and more majefdc,, than each preceding 
Alarm ; clofing the old, and opening the new World, 
with inconceivable Soldmnity, and the moft formidablt 
Qrandcur. 

• Rcy. xx. \u 
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flieaths the Sword of Vengeance. WhHc Wifiknt 
and Holineffj brighter than ten thoufsnd Sun?^,. 
beam in his divine Afpe6!.— -What are all the pfe- 
ceding Events, to this new Scene of Dignity and 
Awe ? The Peak of Thunder, founding in the 
Archangel's Trumpet; the Blaze of a burning 
World, and the ftrong Convulfions of expiring 
Nature; the unnumbered Myriads of the Dead, 
ftarting into inftantaneous Life, and thronging the 
aftoniflied Skies; all thefe ktm familiar Incidents*, 
compared with the Appearance of the incarnate 
J E H O VA H. — Amazement, more than Amaze-* 
ment, is all around. Terror and Glory unite in 
their Extremes. From the Sight of his majeftic 
Eye, from the infupportable Splendors of his Face^ 
the Earth itfelf and the very Hczyzm Jke away ♦.— 
How then ? Oh ! how fhall the Ungodly Jtand? 
Stand in his angry Prefence, and draw near to thi» 
confuming Fire ? 

Yet draw near they muft, and take their Tryal— 
their decifive Tryal at his righteous Bar. Every 
A6iion comes undeK Examination. For each idle 
Word they muft give Account. Not fo nnich as a 
fecret Thought efcapes this exadl Scrutiny.— How 
(hall the Criminals, the impenitent Criminals, either 
^nceal their Guilt, or elude the Sentence ? They 
have to do with a Sagacity, too keen to be deceived \ 
with a Power, too ftrong to be refifted ; and (O ! 
terrible, terrible Confideration !) with a Severity of \ 
moft juft Difpleafure, that will nevir relent, ntuer be 
intreated more.— What ghaftlyDefpairlourson their 
pafe Looks ! What racking Agonies rend their dif- 
traftcd Hearts ! The bloody Axe and the torturing 

.Whecit 
• Itev. XX. II, 
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Wteel, ate Eafe^ ate DoWne, compared WiA their 
prodigious Woe. And (O holy GOD ! wonder^- 
ivA iti thy Doings ! ftarful ih thy Judgments ! ) eveh 
this prodigious Woe is the gmlt^ of Vifitatioa's^ 
comparfed with that Indignatipn arid Wrathy which 
W« hanging ovtr their giiitty Heads — ^which are evctt 
now felling 6a bU the Sons of Rebellion-^which will 
plunge theim deop in aggravated Mifery and endleft 
Deftrudiofi* 

And is there a Iqft Day ? andtnujl then 'come 
A fute^ ajht'd^ imvocable Doom? 

Surely then, to ufe the Words of a pious Prelate *, 
it ihouid be *^ the main Care of our Lives and 
<' Deaths, what fliall give lis Peace and Accepta- 
«« tion before the dreadful Tribunal of GOD. 
*< What but Rightfeoufnefs ? What Aighteoufnefs 
« or whofe? Ours or CHRtS'tsi Ours, in the 
<^ inherent Graces wrought in tJs, in the holy 
« Works wrought by lis? Or CHRIST% iti 
*« his ihoft perfe<Si Obedience, and meritorious Sa- 
*< tisfaftioh, wrought for tfsj and applied to Us ? 
« The Popijh FadJon is for the former. We Pro- 
«< teftants are for the latter. OOD is as direft 
** on our Side, as his Word can make Him ; every 
*< where blazoning the Defects of our own Righ- 
^* teoufnefs, everywhere extolling the peffedl Obe- 
« dienceofour REDEEMER'S." 

Behold! fiys the everlafting KING, I lay in 
Siofij for a Foundation^ a- Stone ; a tried Stffne ; a pre- 
vious Corner-Jlofie \ a fure Foundation: He that 
B£LI£V£tH, SHALL NOT MAf^E HAST£ f. 
• GC2 Ai 

• Bifliop Hall* t If'tt* xxviii. i*. 
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;A9 this Text contains fo nol>l€ a Difplay of our 
SAVIOUR'S confummate Ability for his great 
'Work; as it is admkably calcuUtdi, :to pt^fiuve 
Che Mind frooi diftreffing Fears, and to ^ttle it in 
a ftcady Tranquility ; You will give me leave to 
touch it curforily with my Pen, Juft as I flioidd 
defdant upon it in Cooverfatioo^ was I now fitting 
in one of your agreeable Arbors, and enjoying yoiir 
more agreeable Company* . .. ^ 

How beautiful the Gradation ! How lively the 
Defcription J and how very important the praiEUcal 
Improvement { Or I might fay, the Infcripdon which 
is engraven on this wonderful Stone.'^BehoId ! In- 
tended to roufe and fix our moft attentive Regard. 
The G OD of Heaven fpeaks. He (peaks, and 
every Syllable is Balm ; every Sentence is rich with 
Confolation. If ever therefore We have Ears to 
hear, let it be to this SPEAKER, and on this 
Occafion. 

ji Stone* Every Thing elfe is Aiding Sand ; is 
•yielding Air ; is a breaking Bubble, Wealth will 
prove a vain Shadow.; Honour an empty Breath; 
Pleafure a delufory Dream ; our own Righteoufnefs 
a Spider's Web. If on thefe We rely, Difappoint- 
ment muft enfue, and Shame be inevitable. No- 
thing but CHRISTj nothing but CHRIST, 
can ftably fupport our fpiritual Interefts, and re- 
alize our Expedlations of true Happinefs. And, 
blefled be the divine Goodnefs! fle is, for this 
Purpofe, not a Stone only, but 

A tried Stone. Tried, in the Days of his Huma- 
nity, by all the Vehemence of Temptations, and all 
thd Weight of AfBiftions : yet, like Gold from the 
Furnace, rendered more fluining and illuftrious by 

llie 
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the fiery Scrutiny.-^-Tried, under the Capacity of 
a S AV I O U R, by MUlions and Millions of de- 
praved, wretched, ruined Creatures ; who have al- 
ways found Him pirfe^ly abky and as perfe£ily will' 
ing, to expiate the moft enormous Guilt— to deli- 
ver from the moft inveterate Corruptions— and fave, 
to the very uttermoA, all that come unto GOD 
through Him. 

J Comer-Jione. Which not only fuftains, but 
unites the Edifice: incorporating both Jews and 
Gentiles^ Believers of various Languages, and ma- 
nifold Denominations — here, in one harmonious 
Bond of brotherly Love — hereafter, in one com- 
mon Participation of eternal Joy. 

A precious Sum. More precious than Rubies ; 
the Pearl of great Price 5 and the Defire of all Na- 
tions. Precious, with regard to the divine Dignity 
of his Perfon, and the unequaled Excellency of his 
mediatorial Offices. In thefe, and in all refpe^ls, 
greater than Jmab — ^wifer than Solomon — ^fairer than 
the Children of Men— chiefeft among ten thoufand 
— and, to the awakeped Sinner, or enlightened Be- 
liever, altogether lovelj *. 

A fure Foundation f- Such as no Prefiure can 
(hake : equal, more than equal to every Weight ; 
even to Sin, the heavieft Load in the World. — The 
Rock of Ages \ fuch as never has failed, never will 
fail, thofe humble Penitents, who caft their Burden 
^pon the LORD REDEEMER i who roll all J 

their 

• Cant. y. 16. 
f Funiamentum fundatijjimum, 

X Roll^This is the exaft Senfe of the facred PhrrX% 

mn* bi< b^ Pfal. xxii. 8. xxxvii. 5. Prcv. xvi. 3. I ^m 

i^Dt ignorant, that foipe People have prefuxned to cetjure, 

C c 3 aad 
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their Guilt, and fix all their Hopes, on this im- 
moveable Bafis.— Or, as the Words may be ren- 
dered, J Foundation * ! A Foundation ! There is a 
fine Spirit of Vehemency in the Sentence, thus 
underftood. It fpeaks the Language of Exultation^ 
and exprefies an important Difcovery. That which 
Mankind infinitely want ; that which Multitudes 
feek, and are not able to find ; it is here ! it is here ? 
This, this is the Foundation for their Pardon, their 
Peace, their eternal Fjclicity. 

JUiofoever 

and, many have been Jhy, of. ufing, thi5 bold and vigorouf 
Metaphor. Which nev,er,thelels appears to me, the moft 
juft, the moft fignilicant, and therefijre the moft truly 
beautiful, that could be ufed on the. Occafion, 

A Burden, that is man^gcable.and comparatively li^ht, 
We carry ^ Vlt cafi^ Wc iiro<w,. Bu,t that which is ex- 
tremely ponderous apd quite unwieldy. We move only 
by rolling. Accordingly, Stones of an enormous Size, 
are called by thcOricntal Writers, Stems of Rolling, Ut* 
fate ppnderoJiQreSf quam ut fupporiari queant* Ezra v. 8.— 
'Confider the Expreffion in. this Vievy., and npthing can 
reprcfent, with greater or with equal Energy, that pro- 
digious Load, which, heavier than the Sand of the Sea, 
Opprcfles the guilty Corifcience,— ^By fubftituting any 
other Word, We enfeeble and dilute the Senfe; We lofc 
the capital and ftriking Idea. 

Vain Man ^would he /wife. Let Him not then, for the 
Credit of his Ingenuity, adventure to cor reft the Lan- 
guage of.Omjiifcience. This, if any Thing in J^ature, is 

Periculofa plenum Opus Ale<r, 

This will be fure to difcover, not his fine Tafte, but his 
fro'veling Apprehenfion, and his rampant Pride. Let Him 
improve, with thePlajfterer's Brufh, jhe glowing Colours 
of the Rainbow. Let Him heighten, by Fuller's Soap, 
the Luftre of the new fallen Snows. This will be a more 
inodeft Attempt, and a mitch eafier Tafk, than to make 
an Index expurgaforius, or a Table of Errata^ when the 
SPIRIT of Infpiration diftates. 
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Whofoiver believethy though prefled with Adverfi- 
tlcs, or furrounded by Dangers, Jhatt n&t make hafte *. 
But, free from tutnultuousand perplexing Thoughts, 
preferved from ra(h and precipitate Steps, He iball 
poiTefs his Soul in Patience. Knowing the SuiEci- 
cncy of thofe Merits, and the Fidelity of that Grace, 
on w}iich he has repofed his Confidence, fliali quietly 
and without Perturbation wait for an expe£led End. . 
—And not only amidft the perilous or difaftrous 
Changes of Life, but even in the Day of everlafting 
Judgment, fuch Perfons fliall fiand with Boldnefi, 
They fliall lopk up, to the grand ARBITRA- 
TOR — look round, on all the Solemnity of his 
Appearance— look forward, to the unalterable Sen- 
tence — and neither feel Anxiety, nor fear Dam- 
nation. 

Cc4 ' Such^ 

* Shall H9t' make baftey l^W K^ ^ This metaphorical 
ExprefGon, though it might be very intelligible to an He- 
brew , is to an Englijh Reader, like feme fine Pifture placed 
in a dtfad<v€intageous Light* We may poffibly illuftrate 
the Prophet's Meaning, and exemplify his Aflertion, if 
We compare the Condufl of Mofes^ with that of the If- 
raeliiesy on viewing the fatal Cataftrophe of Dathan and 
Abiram, — When the Earth trembled under their Feet ; 
when the Ground opened its horrid Jaws ; when the pre- 
fumptuoa3 Sinners went down alive into the Pit>; when 
the tremendous Chafm clofed upon the fcreaming 
Wretches ; the Children of Ifraeh it is written, fled at the 
Cry of them. Fled, in wild and hafty Confufion \ for they 
/did. Left the Earth'fivalloiv up Us Jfo, — But Mojes, who 
denounced the dreadful Doom ; Mo/es^ who was fui*e of 
the divine Protedlion ; Mo/es made no fuch precipitate or 
diforderly Hafte. He ftood calm and compofcd : favv the 
whole alarming Tranfaflion, without any uneafy Emo- 
tions of Fear, or any unneccfTaxy. Attempts to efcape. 
iSo^that bis Behaviour fcems to be a clear and appofitc 
Comment on Ifaiahh Phrafe. See liumh. xvi. 
6 



4qS Aspa8I0 to The HON. ' Let. %. . 

. Su£hj in that Day of Terr or Sy Jhall be feen 
To face the Thunders with a godlike Mein. 
The Planets drop j tb^r Thoughts are fix' d tAoKfe : * 
The Center Jhaies ; their Hearts difdain to move. 

This Portion, of Scripture, which, I hope, will . 
both delight and edify my Friend, xecals pur Attea«- . 
tion to the Subjeft of my prcfent Letter— to thofc. 
propitiatory Sufferings, and that juftifying Righte- 
*oufnefs, which, imputed to Sinners, are the Ground 
of their Comfort, and the Bulwark of their Secu- 
rity.— Wc have heard Mofes and the Prophets. What 
fay the Writers of the New Tejiajnent ? They, whofe 
Underftandings were opened by the ** WON- 
« DERTUL COUNSELLOR." to difcern 
the Meaning of the antient Oracles. Who muft 
therefore be the mpft competent Judges of their 
true Import, and our furcft Guides in fettling their 
Senfe.— Do they patronizp our Interpretation of thq 
Prophet? ? t)o they fet their Seal to the Authen-* 
ticity gf our Dociripe ? 

St. Luie>i in his ecclcfiaftical Hiftory, has preferved 
this weighty Declaration of the Apoftles; We believe^ 
ihaty through the Grace of our LORD JESUS 
CHRIST^ Wifiall hefa^ed^ even asthey*. Here 
the Thing is implied. — St. Peter ^ in the Introduc- 
tion to one of his Theological Epiftles, th^s ad-» 
drefles his happy Correfpondcnts : To them that have 
obtained like precious Faithf in the Righteoufnefs f of 

our 

• A(fls XV. II. 
+ 2 Pet. i. I. The Phrafc is ^im tr ^utMtbcvmt which 
moft naturally iignifies Faiti in the Rifkeoufne/s ; e^f- 

preffing 
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vur GOD and SAVIOUR JESU^ CHRIST. 
Here the Point is e^prefly afferted. — With -equal 
Clearnefs is the DoSrine delivered by Matthew the 
Evangclift ; Seek ye firft the Kingdom of GOD and 
his Righieoufnefs *. What can the Kingdom of 
GOD mean ? An Experience of the Power, and 
an Enjoyment of die Privileges of the GofpeL 
What are we to underftand by his Righieoufnefs ? 
Surely, the Righteoufnefs which is worthy of this 
grand Appellation, and peculiar to that blefled 
Inftitution. 

Would We learn. What is the great and diftin- 
guJihing Peculiarity of the Gofpel ? St. Ptf«/ informs 
Us ; Therein the Righteoufnefs of GOD is revealed^ 
from 'Faith to Faith. As this Text leads Us into the 
Epiftle to the Romans— zs this Epiftle is, both for 
the Propriety of its Method, and for the Importance 
of its Do<arine, fmgularly excellent — it may not 
be amifs, to examine its Strudure, and enquire in- 
to its Defign. 

The Apoftle writes to a promifcuous People: 
who had been converted, partly from Judaifm^ 
partly from Gentilifm. His Aim is^ to ftrike at the 

very Root of their former Errors. refpe<aively ^ta 

turn 

pneffing the Oljeffy on which, the Faiti'of Chriflians is 
fixed.— If We retain the common Tranflation, it provci 
another very momentous Truth : that the Rifrhteoufnifs tf 
•ur GOD, e'venofour SAFIOVR JESUS CHRIST 
is the one meritorious procuring Caufc of ail fpiritual Bkf- 
fings-j of Faith, aa well- as of Fruition; of Grace as 
well as of Glory. — I fay our GOD; ft JESVS 
CHRIST is ftylcd in the Original ; in the third Vcrfe 
Jns Power is called divine ; aiid I wonder, how the Tranf* 
lators were induced, to tranfpofc that important Pronottm" 
9ur- * 

• Matt. vi. 3^. 
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turn them wholly to the fuperabundant Grace of 
GOD, and cftabHfli thtm foUly, on the all-fuffi- 
ficient Merits of CHR 1ST. 

The Gentiles were, for the moft part, grofly ig- 
norant of GOD, and ftupidly negligent of invifiblc 
Intcrefts. If Any among them had any Regard to , 
the DEITY; their Virtues, they imagined, were 
meritorious of all that the DEITY could beftow. 
If they committed Sin ; Sin, they fuppofed, might 
cafily be expiated by Sacrifices ** A few of their 
judicious Sages taught, that the moft probable 
Means of obtaining Pardon, was a fuicere Refor- 
mation of Life. 

The Jews^ as it is well known, placed a mighty 
Dependence on their Affinity to Abraham^ and the 
Covenant made with their Fathers ; on their Ad- 
herence 

• Wits II Animad<verfion€s Ireuicise, Cap. vii.— A 
choice little Piece of polemical Divinity , perhaps the very 
belt that is extant. In which the moft important Con- 
trovcrfies are fairly ftated, accurately difcufled, and ja- 
dicioudy determined ; with a Perfpicuity of Scnfe, and 
a Solidity of Reafonin^, exceeded by nothing, but the 
remarkable Candour of the Sentiments. 

The Oeconomia Faderum^ written by the fame Hand, is 
a Body of Divinity ; in its Method fo well digefted — in 
its Dodrines fo truly evangelical — and (What is not very 
pfaal with our fyftematic Writers) in its Language fo 
refined and elegant — in its Manner fo afFeftionate and 
animating — that I would venture to recommend it, to 
every young Student in Divinity t I would not fcruplc to 
liik all my Reputation upon the Merits of this Perform- 
ance : and I cannot but lament it, as one of my greatcft 
•LofTes, th.1t I was m fooner acquainted with this moft ex- 
cellent Author, — All v/hofe Works, havcfuch a Delicacy 
of Compor?tion, and fuch a Avect Savour of Holinefs, 
.that I know not any Comparifon more proper to repre- 
sent their true Charadler, than the golden Pot ivhieh bad 
Maw:a; and was — outwardly, brighl with burniAied 
pold — inwardly, rich with heavenly Food. 
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herence to the Letter of the moral Law, and their 
i fcrupulous Performance of ceremonial Inftitutions. 

r-Gentiles and Jews agreeing in this Miftake, that 
i they looked for the Pardpn of Guilt, and the At- 

i tainment of Happinefs, from fome Services done, 

• or fome Qualities acquired by Them/elves. 

t Againft thefc Errors the zealous Apoftle draws- 

his Pen. He enters the Lifts like a true Champion 
of CHR 18% in the moft fpirlted and heroic Man- 
ner imaginable. / am not ajhamed of the Gofpel of 
CHR IS T: for, however it may be deemed Fooliih- 
nefs by the polite Greeks^ or prove a Stumbling-block 
to the carnal Jeuis^ it is the Poiver of G OD unto 
i <* Salvation: it is the grand Inftrument, which he has 

ordained for this bleffed Purpofe, and which he will 
certainly crown with the defired Succefs. — Whence 
has the Gofpel this very peculiar Power ? Becaufe, 
therein a Righteoufnefs is revealed \ not demanded of 
impotent Sinners, but revealed and made ready for 
their, free Acceptance. A true and perfect Righ- 
teoufnefs, which obliterates all Guilt, and fur- 
niflies a folid Title to eternal Life. — What Righte- 
oufnefs is this? The Righteoufnefs, not of Sin- 
cerity, but of Perfeftion ; not of Man, but of GOD ^ 
Which was promifed by GOD in the Scriptures ;, 
was. introduced by GOD in the Perfon of hi$. 
SON J and, on Account of its confiimmate Excel- 
lency, is both acceptable and available in his Sight. 

This Righteoufnefs \sfrom Faith to Faith \ f held 
forth, as it were, by a proiliifing GOD, and ap- 
prehended 
• Rom. I. 16. 
t Rom» i. 17. An ingenious Friend propofes to tranf- 
kte the Paflage, according to the following Connexion ; 
Aixa^avm 0«i ix 'm^uv^ a^QXo^t/irlilai ii; ir>nr, ^loe Righie* 

tnfnefi 
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pretended by a believing Soul, Who, .firft, gives 
a firm JJint to the Gofpel j theii, cofdiaUy accepis 
its Bleliings, From a Conviction that the Doclrinc 
is true, paffes to a Perfuafioa that the Privileges aj% 
his own. — When this is effefted, a Foundation i^ 
Jaid for all Happinefsi a Priiiciple is wrcwght, to 
produce all Hoiinefs. 

But why was it requlftte, that fuch a Righteouf- 
nefs ftiould be provided by GOD, and revealed in 
the Gofpel ? — Becaufe not Geniile^ nor Jew^ either 
pofiefied, or could attain, any Righteoufnefs of their 
own: and this Righteoufnefs, though foabfolutely 
neceffary for their fallen State, was infinitely remote 
from all human Apprehenftons^. The latter Afier-* 
tion is felf evident* The former is particularly de- 
monftrated. — Firft, with regard to the GintiUs*. The 
Generality of whom, were abandoned to the moft 
fcandalous Excefles of Vice ; and they who had ef- 
caped the groffer Pollutions, fell fliort in the Du- 
ties of natural RcJigion.~Next, with regard to the 

Jews. 

$tifnefs ef GOD hy Faith, is revealed to Faith. The 
Pxopofal is truly delicate ; the Claufe, thus tranlpofed, 
is very perfpicuous ; and the Dodrijie, contain^ in it, 
highly important. Asa farther Recommendation of the 
Criiicj/m, We may obferve ; That Iwouoavrn ex m%n»^ is, 
with the Apoflle, a cuftomary and a favourite Way or 
cxprcffing Himfelf. The only difficulty lies in the 
Tratzfpofitimy which this Interpretation- requires. Whether 
this may be admitted, I refer to the judicious Reader.—* 
However He ihall determine, it is, I think, fr6m thii 
Text undeniably certain ; That Faith is not our juftify- 
in^ Righteoufnefs, but only recepti<ve o( it. — That there 
is juft the fame iDiil'erence between them, as between a 
coAly Gift and the empty Hand ; or between the Spring 
revealed to Hagar, and Hagar's A8: of taking the \Vater« 
for the Refrcfhaient of Hcrfelf and her Son. See GiJh 
l«i- 19. 
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Jews. Nfeny of whom livrf in open Violation of 
the external Gommandment ; and not One of them 
aftod up to the internal Purity, required by tfa« 
MofiAc Precepts. — ^From which Premifes, this Con- 
clufion is deduced 5 that each of them had tranf- 
grefled even their own Rule of Aftion j that all of 
them were, on this Account, utterly incxcufaWc 5 
therefore iy the JVorks of the Law^ whether didlated 
by Reafon, or delivered by Mofes^ no Mortal isjnf' 
iified * in the Sight of GO D. 

Left any fliould imagine, that Righteoufnefs may 
be obtained, if not by a Conformity to the Law of 
Nature, or the Law of Mofei^ yet by an evangelical 
Obedience, He farther declares ; That Sinners ar« 
jujiified freely^ without any Regard to their own 
Endowments, of What Kind foever; through the 
ftedensption^ the ifomplete Redemption of JESVS 
GI^RIST f. After fuch a Manner, as may lay 
them low in Huhiiliation, even while it exalts thenl 
to the Kingdom of Heaveni After fuch a Manner, 
as may bring Life and Salvation to their Souls, 
while it ftrips them of all Pretence to Glorying; 
and configns the whole Honour to GOD the FA- 
THER, and bis SON JESUS CHRIST. 

Upon 

* Jtm. ni. 20. Th^rt (tems'xo be a Kind of ttm" 
ilinf or 4egradtng Tur.n in the Apoflle's Language mmam 
Qt^i, which iBav poffibly be ptefervcd in the 1 ranik- 
tiqn, No Mortal. — We may fartlier obfervc the very nice 
and exa£^ Manner of the facred Argumentation. Left it 
ihould be faid, and from the* Authority of St. Jmrnes^ A 
Man isjufttfiedby fTorkti our unerring Writer tacitly al- 
lows, That 6e/bre Mem this is prafticable, he/ore Mm this 
it proper; hiit n«t wmtmv av1«, not he/ere GOD. 

^ t Rom. iii. 14. 
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Upon the Whole ; here are three Pofitions, of 
the laft Importance-^Salvation is by Righuoufnefs*^ 
Righteoufncfs is by Faith — Only by Faith, whediei' 
to the JeWy or to the Gentile. All thefe Particu- 
lars are confirmed by that fin'gle Sentence, quoted 
from the Prophet ; The Juji^ the truly righteous 5 
Jhall livey fliall inherit everlafting Life ; not by his^ 
own Works, but by Faith in the Obedience of a 
SAVIOUR. 

In the Profecution of this very^nomeiftous Sub^ 
.je6l, our facred Difputant removes an Obje£lio% 
.which is as common, as it is plaufible* Do Wt 
make void the Law through Faith ? Do We render it 
a vain Inftitution ; fuch as never has been, never will 
be fulfilled?— GO JO /«r&W/ .This were i Aagratit 
Dilhonour to the Divine tjMKSLATOR and 
his holy Commandments. JIPRt Wa would ut^ 
terly abhor, rather than countenance in any De- 
gree. — On the contrary. We ejlahlijh the Lhw*} 
not only as We receive it for a Rule of Life, but 
as We expedl no Salvation without a proper, with- 
out a perfect Conformity to its Injunfiions. — ^HoW 
can this be efFeded \ By qualifying its Senfe, and 
foftening it into an eafier Syftem ? This Were to 
Tsacate the Law ; to deprive it of its Honour, and 
its End. lu Honour \ which is the moft refined 
.Spirituaiity, and (ublime Pprfedlton : itt End\ 
which is to convince of Sin, and tnake Way for a 
S A V I O U R.— We eftablifli the Law by aA in- 
comparably better Expedient; by believing in that 
great MEDIATOR, who has obeyed its evcty 

Precept; 

* Rom.xLx, 31. Anincomeftabie^Pj^ofidllttdieApcrf^ 
tie terats of the moral Lavr. 
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Precept } Aiftaincd its whole Penalty ; and Tatisfied 
;U1 its Requirements, in their utmoft Latitude. 

Farther to corroborate his Scheme, He proves it 
from the renowned Examples of Abrabem and Da-^ 
vi(L — ^Tbe Inftance of Abraham is fo clear, that ie 
wants no Comment. Any Paraphrafe would rather 
obfcure, than iliuftrateit. — ^Thc other, derived from 
the Teftimony of the Pfalmifty may adi^it the Com- 
mentator's TooL Yet not to hammer it into a new 
Form, hut only to clear away the Rubbifh ; to re(cue 
it from iMiifreprefentatioh \ and place it in a true 
Light. Even as David defcrihgth the Bkjfedmfs rftbe 
Mafiy U wbnm G OD impuuth Rightem/nefs mtbemt 
IForksy faying ; Bleffid are They^ vohofi UnrighUGuf- 
nefs isfergiveny and whdfe Sins are covered: Bleffid ie 
the Many to Muhom the LORD will not impute Sin *, 
—Here is Imputation affertcd — The Imputation of 
Righte<mfnefs — Of Righteoufnefs without Works ; 
without any Refpedi to, or any Co-operation from^ 
any Kind of human Works. It is a Bleffing vouch- 
fafed to the Ungodly ; not founded on a Freedom 
from Sin, but procuring a Remiffion of it3 Guilt. 

Some, I know, have attempted to refolve all the 
Force of this Paflfage, into an Argument for the 
^amenefs of Pardon and juftifyihg Righteoufnefi. 
Whereas, the Apoftla undertakes to prove, not 
that Pardon and juftifying Righteoufnefs arc iden- 
tically the fame ; but that Juftification, in all its 
Branches, and in its full Extent, is abfolutely fine. 
To niaintain which Pofition, He argues — " This 
** Dodrine is as true, as it is comfortable. It 
*' agrees with the Experience, and has received the 
** Atteftation of David. When he fpeaks of the 

« bleffcd 

• Rom. iv. (>tT. 
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<* blefled and happy. Ma^, j^e 4^fcril;es Him, x^ 
** as One that has been innpcent, but guilty :. nqt 
•* as having any Claim to thf divide Favour, pn 
*« account of dcfcrving JPerformjmccsj pr.r^c^^in- 
•* mending Properties ; > but. as owi]>g all his ^c- 
•* ctptaoce to, that fovereiga. Guzce^ whichyiwV/ 
^^ IniquitliSy and blots out 'Sin., fiuch is.,th^ t^afe 
«' wl^h regard to that evangelical JffUfication, which 
«( We preach. Evmas'^ it isj ^n-.the il/tf^ii^ pf its 
•' Vouchfafenum^ p^rfeftly fimil^. to t^e Bleflfedo^s 
«* celebrated by. the PyiAwe/^^^^TJif^f^^^ 
is not fo dirpfUy upon the NatM*^ ^f the PriVijieg^, 
as upon %\x% Fremefs witbr which it.is gic^otedj* ]^ 
can Any infer from Uie TcAour of hi? ^^*fQWPfo 
that to be forgiven, is the fame a3 tp be mad^ l^^gj^" 
tcous J only that both arc A£l5 ,qf in^nitelj; rich 
Mercy i defigned for Sinners i proipifed ^o S^inijelrs j 
beftowed on Sinners. Who h^ve nothings nptljii^g 
©f their oiyn, either to bpaft,,vor.to ple^, or-jfo 
much as to pretend. ^ 

In the fifth Chapter, frpm Verfe tfee twelfth to, the 
End, the facred Penman points out the Caufi^ and 
explains the Method of Juftification, of which this 
is the Sum— That CHRlS^j in purfuance of the 
Covenant of Grace, fulfilled all Righteoufne/^ in the 
Stead of his People^^-Thatthis {tigbteoufnefs, being 
performed for them, is imputed to thcm^^WT^ati^by 
virtue of this gracious Imputation, they arc abfolved 
from Guilt, and intitled to Blifs ; as thoroughl^ab- 
folved, and as fully intisled, as if in their owt^ffot^ 
fons they had undergone the ckpietory S^ifehiiigs, 
and yielded the meritorious Obediehce.^^Lcft 4t 
fhould feem ftrange, in the Opinion of a Jtw ot a 
Gentile^ to hear of being juftiGied by jthe &iglitcpuf- 
4 utC% 
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nefs of Jmther^ the wary Apoftle urges a parallel 
Cafe ; recorded in the Jewijh Revelation, but ra- 
tified by univirfal ♦ Experience j namely> Our be- 
ing condemned for the Uftrigfateoufnefs of Ano- 
ther.-— In this Refpcd, He obferves, Jdam was a 
Type of our LORD ; or, a Figure of HIM that 
was 1 9 corns f. The Relations the fame, but the 
Effects haRpily reverfed. Adam the Head of hit 
Pofterity; CHRIST th€ Head of his People. 
Adam*9 Sin was imputed to ail his natural Defcen- 
dants; CHRISTt Rigkteoufnefs is imputed to 
tU his fpiritual Offspring. AJknf% Tranfgreffion 
brought Deadi into the World, and alt our Woe; 
CHRI8T9 Obedience brings Life and all our 
Happinefs J.— The Whole clofes with this vefy 
obvious and no lefs weighty Inference ; Thereforr, 
as by the Offena ef Oney "Juignunt came upon all 
Men U Cendenmation ; even fi^ by the Righteaufnefs 
efOne^ the free Gift came upon all Men unto Jujiifica-- 
tsmsefLiffl. 

I do not recoUeSb any other Similitude, ^ich the 
ApoAle fo minutely fifts, and fo coptoufly 'tinfo^$« 

Vot. IL D d ; He 

• By the Pains and Peath which JnfantSy in every ^- 
. ^o» endure. Which are unqueftionably Punifhments» 
and to which they are doomed by the righteous Judg- 
ment of GOD. 

t Rom* V. 14. 

I ^uemadimdum Pucaium Adam^ fays Bengelivs, 
fine Peccatis qu^ pofiea comndfimus^ Mortem attulit nobis ; Jic 
Jufiitia CffRISTly fine bonis Operibusj qu^- deineeps a 
neiis fimtti Vitam^ nobis wuiliat. That is ; As the Sin of 
Adflmt, without any Concurrence. of the Sins, which Wai 
Ourfelves refpedively commit, occafioned our Ruin ; fo 
the Rightcoufnefs of CHRIST, abftraaed from all 
Cmafideracioii of our peribnal Obedience, procures our 
itecovel-y. 

II Horn. Y. iS. 



4it AspASio to THKnaN. Let 5. 

He explains it ; He applies it ; Hiq.reAtniies 1% ; Hp 
dwells upon it ; and fcarcely Iqiows JiOfwr to defift 
frem it. I am fure, you, will not bUtpc mc> if I 
imttate the facre4 Author ; if I reverjt to thf Sul^• 
]qQ,\ and quote another Paffage, from the fame 
Paragraph. Much mdre fiall Theyy %n(ba rfecthi jtiuH- 
danee rf Grace and of the Gift of Rightioujnefsy ttipi 
in life by One, JESUS CHRiST^^^ 

I was once inclined to tbinkt. that tl|e, iafpired 
Writer (Reifies, in this Place (wj)at| apprebeiMted 
tobethetw^ gr^nd BleiBngs, procured by; ^.M- 
M A N U £ L) Rmiffum of Sim% znd Jn^^tation if 
Righteokfnefi. - But Uiis Notion, though no< with- 
out its Patrons f^ Pow appears incorred ^ ground- 
Icfs. The Imputation of GHR IS T'$ Righteouf- 
ncfs is, not a Part, but the Cauie-*^thc whole en- 
tire Caufe of our Pardon, our Peace, pur complcta 
Juftification. And this Righteoufnefs, the Apoftlc 
declares, is of Grace. It is made ours, not or Ac- 
count of any Deeds or Duties, which We per/onas 
but from the Mundance of Grace^ which 60X> 
difpenfes.—- It is called a Gift J. Every Gilt im- 
plies fomething, not originally our own^ butitno^ 
ther's. This Gift iliuft fignify, not What Wc Our- 

fclves 

* Rom. V. 17. 

f The great Dr. Goodwin fcems -fo patitjriief it-^-* 
when He feys, "Over ahd above the Man's Abfolatton, 
•* there is feme pAcr Thipg to be added, ^wjcThc Im- 
** putation of Righ$eotifnefe"^when He, iff^ ^pixk, 
*«' Though Pardon and the confeqtjent Iiriputntioil of 
" Righteoufcefs are never to be-!b;^art^.'* V^liill. 
pag. 340.-^Whereas I (hould.nd^erfay. That JP«ide&<cf 
Sin and Acceptance tp ^fe, ciife,iicyer,b|^.Jepa^rated fraw 
our REDEEMER'S kightcoufnefs. Which is, not 
t\it'C6ft/equtnt-6i any, but the Caufi and OApHHt all 
fpiritual Bleflings. 

I Auf^9 trip avk •^«xX^», Chryibft* 
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felves have acquired, but what was fulfilled by our 
SURETY; and i«, by an Aft of heavenly In- 
dulgenbe,* cohfigned over to out ^lyoyment.— Ac- 
cordingly, they who arc ihtercfied in this Blei&ng, 
afe ftyled, not JFhrkirsy but Receivers i not Pur- 
chafers, but Heirs^ of the Righteoufnefs which 11 
by Faith. 

See the diftihguifhed Pre-eminence and Richnefi 
of the Gofpel ! Phtlofophy propofed many refined 
Precepts of Righteoufnefs, but could not beftow a 
Righteoufnefs upon any Perfon. The Law of 
GOD itfelf, though the perfea Rule of all Rigfa- 
teoufnels, is weak through the Flefli, and cannot 
make the Comers thereunto righteous. Whereas^ 
by the Gofpd^ We are not only taught the true juf- 
tifying Righteoufnefs, but it is pvin to Us, and put 
upon Us. — Nay; We have it in Abundance '^ in its 
Hioft confummate Form, and higheft Perfe6lion« 
So that neidier Man ihall be able to wifh, nor can 
O O D himfelf require, a greater or a bettei:.--* 
This is a wonderful Saying, but it will aj^ear true^ 
if We confiJer another Ciaufe from this income- 
parable Chapter. Suffer me, therefore, to bring 
ferdi another Jewel, from iki% rich Treaftiry of the 
Goipel. And tlie raitiier, as the Jewel, which I 
am goixig to produce^ was the firft that beamed: 
Ligbt and Luftre upon my own Mind. Was the 
£fft happy Occifion oTgaiding my Feet into the 
Way of Trudi. Js by the DifobeMence of One Man^ 
tmmy mere made JShmerSf Jq by the Obedience of One^ 
/hMmanyii tnade- Righteous *. — The Difobedience ^ 
Oney i» fheDifobedftaee of Adam-^ his a£hial Tran(- 
greiSptt of the divine Law. Hereby, Many wtn 
D d 2 modi 

^ Rom. V. 19. 
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maJiSinmrsi even before, they had done anyeyU 
Work, Siimers, in fuch a Sqnfe, as tp l^ccotn^ 
obnoxious unto Condemnation, s^nd ju^ly liable 
to De^tb.^— 'All this, I think, is, from the Apof> 
tic's own Words, indiiputable. . If Wc wodd pre-, 
icrve the Pppriety of bis Antithefis, or the Force 
of his Reafoning, We muft allow ; That the Obei 
dience efOne^ is the Obedience of CHRJtST'y^his 
a£^Mal and complete Perfprmance of the whole Law. 
Hereby, Mofty are tnadi Righteousy even before they 
havQ done any good Work« . Righteous, io fiicb t 
S.enfe, as. to be fec'ure from all Condemnation; 
and, on Principles of Juftice, entitled tb Life ptcr- 
nal. — ^How clear and eafy is this Meaning ! How 
regular and tx2& this Argumentation t What Sub- 
tilty of Evafion muft be ufed, before You can give 
a different Turn to the iiiftru£l:ive Textl, ' 
, This is the moft confiftent Senie, in whicji \ caii 
underftand jRi»«. viii. 5, That ^he Righteoufnejs of tb* 
Law might be fulfilled in Uiy who walk not after tin 
Flejh^ but after the SPIRIT. That, (he jRigbte- 
oufnefs, required by the holy b«t broken Lnw, 
might be thoroughly.accomplilhed. Accompliihed 
in^ur Nature, and by our R E PR E S E N TA- 
TI VE. So as to be deemed, in point of legal 
Effimati^n^ fulfilled /^r Us and ly Us ♦• Tfe I 

. ! .. . fay, 

• It is remarked by a judicioas Critic, and v<?ry «W»" 
gelkal, therefore very valuable ^xpofitor,, tt^ (the Pi*- 
jipiition t» iometimes Agnizes fy, ot fori, and is fo tranf- 
. latcd. Matt. v. 34. H^.u i. See,Dr. Gujsb^s Expo- 
fition of the Nem) Tejiamfni.'^tt is d^ared by the Beh 
^feUoH Church, expounding this Pailag^^ : andmaklag 
her public Confcffion; " That CHRIST is the J^pr- 
y fcfter of the Law, and wr FulfiUing of it. Who, « 
^* He took away the Curie of the Law, whea He was 
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fay, is moft confiftent with the Tenour of St. PauPs 
Arjguirig, arid with the Import of his Language.— 
^uh iSe Tenour' of his Arguing:' for, He undertakes 
to aemonftrate xfcit^TmpoJJibility of our Jurtlfication, 
by aiiv perfonal C6nfo¥mity to tlic Law."\^hereas, 
if We could 'iatisVy its Pehilty, ' irid obey its Pre- 
cepts J or, in otiie'r \^ords, fulfil its kightedufri^fs'; 
this Impoffibility would ceafe.—^/A the Import of 
his Language : for, thV original Phrafe denotes, not 
% fmcerey %Vit\ compUie OhkAxtxic^ \ not 'what We 
are enabled to perform, 'ijut what the* Law' has'k 
Kignt * to demand. Wnich, every One miift ac- 
knowledge, is not fulfilled in any mere Man, fince 
the Fall 5 but yks Ailfiliedby ^j&SI/S CHJilSty 
for pur Good, and in our Stead, — ^This Interpreta- 
tion preferves the Sentences diftirifl,' pd makes a 
very naturaf I^trodu^Hon for tiie following Claufe 5 
where the Perfons i'ntereffed in this* Privilege, are 
d'efcrioed' by "their lFtuit;s, who walk not after tht 
Fh]irh'utfajfterihe SPIRIT, ' Implying, tliat^uiT-. 
tification and San<3:ification are, like the ever-cor^ 
refponding^ Motion of our Kyes, infeparable Con- 
comitants; and tVe vainly pretend to the former, 
if We continue dcftitute of the latter. 

,Dd3 ■' "'' /'We 

" made a Curfe foir Us^ ib ddth He commniilcate to U«, 

*'.by Faith, his Fulfilling thereof." 

* It may be worth our while to obfervc, that St. Paul, 
'when'ireatin^ on'thi's gdbj^a.'ufes three'feveral Words ; 
each diftinft, ■ thoit|lt all dertvfedTrom the'OfginaL 
— 2WaiA»<jrK, wWcHejtpffeffes7ay?//^^/V«,' 'die *c6jtaitiiig 
or declaring a Perfbh righteoas.— Aij<«ibfyv<, Which nfc- 
ver fignffies ^uMfizzAoti' hxxt Righteoujne/s \ cither p«r^ 
fbm^d by Us,:' or imlptitedftO'Us.— ZU«a«*;^, thtf Phrafe 
^hich occurs ifi thlsPhce, and denotes the I^igl^r or De- 
mand of the Lavv ; as that, whofe AccomplilhnK^iit'ia in- 
Jifpenfibly ncceflary, in ordy?ta the JuftiScatioii cf Man. 



Wc have produced {xofitive Proofs, of our poc- 
trine. — We have heard an Apoftle decla^^ifig t)ie ?i^ 
Aired Hi^iatis, and complete Juftification oft^us 
IBiftever 5. -^h^t Us aow obferve the fome^ &g^ou$ 
Judge of Men and ThiA^«»^ dUcovering. the Dan- 
ger of thofe SLilf-jufiid^rUh who ,rfjc^ thf J^ E^. 
D E E M E R'« RightcQufAeft. 

He is filled with the darkeft Apprehenfions, con- 
cerning his Brethren.the Jiwh He is impi eflcd wkb, 
melancholy Prd^e$, relating to their eternal State *# 
~Wbat was.the Caufe of ihis tendet .Solicitude ? 
Had they c^ off all Religiony and gi^en theipfelves 
over to grofa Imlnoralitie^ ? On the contra^^ th^ey:. 
were Worfliippers of the trvie GODj apdha^, in 
their Way, not only ^^^ Regard^ but a Z^tf/ for hi$ 
Honour t»— 'Wherefore then doe^ this conipaffionate. 
Father in IfrMil feel the fame trembling U^eafinefs 
for his Kinfmen according to the F)elb» ^s Eli felt 
for the endangered Ark? Himfcif s^gns the Rea- 
Ion. Becaufe, they being ignorant of G OD^s JRigh^ 
temfnefsy and going about to efiabUJh their *own Rigb* 
teoujhefsy have not fiihmitted themfelves to the Jfiighte^ 
0ifnefs of G OD %. Not knowing that imipaculate 
HolinefS) which the perfed Nature, w^ .equally 
perfect Law of the moft High G O D^ require--^ 
being wilfully ignorant of that eonfummate Obe- 
dience, which an incarnate GOD vouchfafed to 
perform j for the Juftrification of them, who ar«. 
without Strength — they eftablifced, or rather they 
went about y they feduloufly but i^oltfhly endea- 
voured* ^ ^J^^lijh ^^i^ir .owii jRighteoufnefsj ^ to 
make it,- fc^sy^ j^nd d^repk as it was, ..the Balis of 
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all their Hopes* — ^Thus were they refting their cver- 
, lafting All on a Bottom^ not lurecartous only, 
but irreparably ruinous^ A boundlefs Eternity the 
Fabrie! Yet they built {wonder O Hcavfs^ ' <>« 
the Foam of -the Waters f And (which added Stubi. 
bomnefs tO;*their Folly) in avowed Contempt of 
the Righttoujnrfs wbkh U hy Fakh 5 that ftrong and 
Aire Poundation> laid by O O D^s own almighty 
Hand in &'^».— ^For thisj the good Apoftk was af- 
fiided, with'** great Heavinefe, and continual Sor- 
♦< row." Foj«thJs, He made the Prophet'8 pathe- 
tic Coifiplainr bi6 own; Oh! that ny Head wen 
Waters^ tind mjt Eynn Emmtam cf Ttarsy that I 
ffiight hewaUy Day and Night ♦v *he incorrigible 
Perverfendft of my People ! Ar tt^ People have am^ 
fnttted iwo Evib : in not thankfully fubmitting tt> 
the Rfghteoufnefi of G O D, they have forfaken the 
Fountain' tfiivifigWaiif'ST in attempting to efta- 
blilh their owh'KigKteoufnefs, thef have h^tve4 them-^ 
fihes ptt't Cifternsj hroJten Ctflems^ tbftt can held no 
fTat^f. 

Having {hewed their htsl Error, He Arengthens 
his Repreferitation, bf difplayrng the happy Suc^ 
cefi of the Geniilef^mfat jhall We fay then ? This, 
however improbable it may feem. We confidently 
affirm, Tl)at the GentH^^ ivho followed not after JRigh-- 
teoufAefiX who had wo Knowledge of it, and no 
Coiicern abont It ; even they have attained to Righ^ 
^tf«/«#/i^^.— Scfange 'Affertion r How i* this pof- 
•' ' -^r,.^, „. J ,:f. :.^i, . . •_. . . ,,\ .fible! 

• Jer, 1x^,1.^ , '\ jf; Jcr. ii. 13^ 

t Surely, this muft 'ignify nidre^ than ** attaining to 

" thfePr^^ffof'a'Rai^, Wbeteby they may bcjaf- 

**«tified and faved." To this Mo1utudc« attain, who 

amtkitte, ai the Prophet fpeakt, ft$ui*heartedi end far 

.. Dd4 . Jrm 
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OAehTis \sA fure, tbetBrTghieoi^nBfs/ivliicfaitheyr 
attained, <iould not reitihrfram^xD^^I^iing perfocoAir 
could fttit: ccmfift'tti mocal Vlrtuesit>nrelt^<](ii$ Dith. 
tt«^.^ Ifift«»d\bfipraj£inrmg.ntol'4I['Virbues^ atpbrf^- 
farming rdigioiftB Duttes^tAie^^laf imnifcrreAiB S^w 
fiMdity^ tt]id>'wcr€^^alMU«dKme4^m BMa^ Itimuft 
thcl-efot^ be^ flie avawgpHcal,' dne^mputednRigfatB^ 

a/id'jp leoeived ^j^ jfiftVA' *^ /'. » :^>? »* v>, t -^ .'\ * A 
•t Jfrmlj iatfarjaulan idiiie^^ thetnoiatfrai IJk^ wii)^ 
with' igimit' PretenikaQs ta SaitSatj?i> and tnahj|rK:oa)y 
Oblalncms, ' fhUowed iirfStir the JbtrnfioifiMaghusuftMefsif 
hiM mv attairud utht^Law. tfi Righ -A!b^ 

titiiedi Tkeyhare ilons'Aodimg ieSf^h /The^/acie 
fallen yaftly &t>rto£ it f thd3r<»re. pfonouficod guiltj 
by it i they ftand condemned before it \%nrWhertf 

jThw Rigktamfn^i^ , Who defir« ^«> re*lB«ftpfi|t from thw 
Prpftffipifjj^ b^t are fcwderc^ utt;erly.iij^x<^abl^,, aad 
liabfe to more' aggravated' Condemnation. ' ' ^ 

' * Sufdy,' the kigMeoUfnifs Hfjhich is by FaiiBftMA6t 
coniift " in humbly committing the Soul to CHRIST, 
.** ill the Way that be h^^h appointed,*' According to 
this Notion,- the juflifying Rigjiteoufnefs would fpring 
from Ourielves; would be conftituted by 'an A61 of our 
6\vn, and tiot by thepcrfeaObedi-ence-of ouV'LQRD.^ 
'^' I am ibrry to fee thcs, :and ithe pteoediitg - Ititerfiret^- 
mn^ in tkbe Wo^fcs of^nfyfofit^r^ wh^« Lf^^iug^l ad- 
mire, , whofe Piety I reverence, and w|;iofe jVIemp^ry, I 
^idnour. Yet I mu ft fay, on this Occaiibn, witli one of 
the antient Philofophers ; Amicus Plato, amicus Socrates^ 
Jeii magis amcu Feri/au ' . ,, .- . .-,> \\ . (^ 

t This, I apprehend, is the Purport of tjicApoftle's 
Speech, when He tells Us, that his Countrymen kadmt 
'Stained uni6 tBi Latw ^ Righteouftrefi. v H« ttfts the Figure 
W<^iy»?i' and meatt^ mtore tbtt\i He expreffe«. He means, 
^What 6t. Chryfiftem ha»« tli'hi^ £xppiiti(Ml, ^ftipf^Uad; 

Himfelf fomewhat like the drc^Mtit Poet^ w^o wys of 
certain literary Pretenders, t^i 
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jrar>ididl)tfa«y fidgr^ftf^ndftalde, .and £» grtevouAy 
m)faarr)nb !£ipeeiaU]^,Mig8ttfae)rviv7ere^both ifinceic 
m^ alBduQtisin tkoin Purfttt4>. 1 Bumtfri . they ^fa0» 
fooki tiie good' tii < Wii^, ^ m^ which \Ab9^t^m\ D4* 
wd^ i and «bcirr pkiua^n Ancoftctrsi walked. They 
atfoirtod a neai. Scheme 1^ asA Biuft«««edftritihftitut« 
thB&i^oWni^ >ind»ad 306 riel^riiig^ott a) SrAV 1 0:U R's 
Rigfatdfett(hftf9/i -iiXbty^fm^ for Juftifioaldon, Tiff^ /^ 
^tf/>A, hut as it were iy tit^fKfrks ifjikeLaw** 
AMotbcMl^ iV7iwfe4h«if F«lbers knewtaiot} which 
theip)GOD>«ord8ined.ftotf' »nd :ivfaich^ protrody at 
it alVKap^ nAll prsvev ^^ot tmly ahotlive^ but de-* 
fidiAive.-^n^irhis S^ncihef ftundUed^.t On this 
Rock they fpUt. . Let'thcur iRuin b«a Way-mark^ 
^nd' ^he^Apoftle^s Ob&rvation*'aiZ;%A^ib&i[^^ to 

^*Our zealous Writer tries every Expedient. He 
ntiiigfes ^Ffope -with ^T^rror. Having points out 
thfe Rocky ori Which i^^Ifraelites fuffered Shipwreck ; 
Ui;,d4re(ft8 Us to. th^ Haveuy in which Sinners may 
Cttft Anchor, and find Safety. He gives Us a fine 
defc/iptive View of th^ Chrifimit^ complete Happi- 
nefs. , He opens (if 1 may continue the Metaphor) 
a frjee and ampje Port for perilhing Souls. Not 
formed by a Ncck-of! Land, of a. Ridge ofi Moun- 
tains, btrt by a magniikeht Chain of l\>irit«al 
' Blettii^gs. All proceeding from, all terminating 

."•';,•" -in, 

, ^' fi primos ejfe rerum otfmium exiflimant 
Nee tamen funt* 

That is, they sre quiH the riV9rJk,-r:Ox like ifhe Prophpt 

in ih^ Clofe of thU Ci^^ptitt-bi' who: aiJhifet' the Bcliievers 

. in .:^5«(7,«i. Th^JlHdlj^t bf afifamed\ that i«, they ihall 

.^m; ^c^uf^edt^pnMiiensd^ and V obtain Hooour. aad 

'* Giqry, andJmmortaKty.^" 

• Rom. i^.jo, 31, 32. 
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in, thfltfrecious Comef-ftone JESUS GHRlS'f. 
iyb§ e/GOD is made un^ Us Wifthm^ nnd Rigk-^ 
HnfaifH and Safi^ificM^H, and Rtden^tUn *. fFif- 
dtrnx to enlighten our ignorani: Minds. Mighteouf^ 
uifs t> to juftify our guilty t'erfona. Saniiificah 
tim t, to rehew our depraved Natures. Rtden^ 
ikuy to refime Usr front all Eril; and rnidet Us^ 
both in Body and Soul» perfectly and eternally 
happy*!-^Let it be remarked^ how carefully our in«^ 
^ired Writer fets afide ill SMfidauj^ as well as att 
Mirit in Man. He reprefimts the whole of our Sali- 
vation» both in its Procuremen/t and Applicati<Mi, as 
a Work of freeft Grace. CHRIS T is, and tKit 
We Ourfelves, the Author of this glorious Refto- 
ration, the Caufc of this great Felicity. He is made 
all this unto Us— How ? Not by pur own Refolu- 
tton and Strength ; but cf GOIXf^ by the Agency 
of his mighty Power, and blelTed S P I R I T. J6 
ibews Us the all-fufficient Fuinefs of CHRIST. 
He brings Us wiA ardent Longings to CHRIST. 

He 

• 1 Cbr. i. 30. 
f f l^lghtewfnefs and SanSiificatitm ; the former impiUeJf 
the latter iyd>ereui. This preferves a Dtjfinaion between 
the Boble Articles, and aiTigas to each a grand Share ia 
the peconomyof Salvation.— To fay, that if One of the 
Bleffines is coipmunicated by way of Imputation, the 
Other mould be communicated in the fame Manner, feems. 
to be t^'villing^ rather than arguing, Becaafe, the Snbjeds 
are of a different Nature ; and therefore muft be difpmftd 
in a different Way, — The Cocoa Tj;ce.Js,.to the Amtricmh 
Food and Clothing, a Habitation and domcilic Utenfils. 
Bat niuft We fuppofe it, admipiftering to all thefe Ufcs, 
in wte and the fanu unvaried Method .^ Becaufe, in one 
Refped it is ea^n, in another it is wore, muft it be that 
applied in all i I am apt to think, the illiterate Savage, 
who enjoys the fevcral Gifts, need not be taaght the Ab- 
(nrdity o^i fach a ^appofition. 
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£(f imi^aats U^ iftto CHRI&Tj Md makot Us 

Pai^tftkers of his.Medts. 

. la the Pxocefe of fib« fameEpiftle, the focredPen- 
mfttt onumeratca ibe etm/Htnnit Parts of diat givat 
Sllklv.ation» which the SON of 601>lias procured 
Sm milled Sinaers; £ut Teare vwflieA^ bat ye ar$ 
jffmSifi^d^ hut fe mt jtifiijufdy in the Name ef tbe^ 
lOJRD JMSUS, :and by the SPIRIT of etsr 
GOD *i» Ye are. wajhed:; waflied in redeeming 
Blood,; and cleanfed from all the Filthineij» of your 
Iniquities. Yc 9xc fan^fod-y renewed in the>Pro>-^ 
penfity of your Mind, and &tted for. a Life of aini-* 
vflorfa} Holineft. - Ye art juftif»d\ whodly dttttveied 
&om Wrath) a«d reftored to a, State of complete 
Acceptance with the KING of Heaven. Alt 
thefe Gifts and Prerogatives, are conferred upo» 
the unworthy Sinner^ in the Name ef our*L OR D 
J JESUS CHR ISTy Jn Confidcration of his aton- 
ing Death and merifiorious Righteoufnefs. JSf the 
SPIRIT of our GOB', through the Efficacy of 
his Operation, revealing CHRIST^ and working 
Faith in the Heart. 

Read Ram. x. 4. Some Gentlemen have^ta]ked 
of a new remedial Law* Whereas, the Apoftle 
fpe^ks of the old, the ui^alterable, lA^e Mefaic f 
'](^a!i;i^,..^Wbat is the End of «his facred inviolable 
Rule.r Is fallen Man, or the GOD-Man? If 
^ forn^er, theix. the Law mufi: be an abortive 
Sali«n|6^ and. nevief obtain its proper Accompliih* 
iHent. '^If Ae latter^ then it receives all due Obe- 
dience, arid is fatisficdto the very uttermoft. Thcre.-{, 
ioii^.CHlClSt U tk^ Mnd ^f the Law — And' 
whereibrei FonRegbteoufuu^i not th«t the'^Law 

flibuld^ 

* 1 Cor. ▼!• 1 1. t A» Rom* x. 5. 
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IhouM be fetafide, but that a juftifying Ri^hteoufnefs 
might be wrought out^. How is this to be done ? 
Not merely by fuffering its Penalty, but alfo by 
ftxlfiUing its Commands, According to that Say- 
n^g, fVhofo doeib them Jhall J^ve^ fliall b^ cntitlcif 
to eternal Life, by tbem- — Is this Obedience to be 
performed by Us, or by our S y R E T Y ? By^ 
our SURETY, no doubt. Since tl\? Ajgpftle is 
a^-guing in profcfled Oppofition to all Deeds of our 
own ; and tells Us, that the juftifyipg Rigjiteouf- 
nefs is to be had, not by our Obeying, but by our 
Believing ; it is to every One that helieveth. 

Follow the Courfc of i River y it WfH dfcfitftkntly 
lead You to the Ocean, Tra^thc^ Veins of ih.9 
BcHiy; they invariably unite \n ik^B^T^^ Alftrfc 
likewife thr Tendency of the Law s \t:3W Mr- cm** 
ftartV!y and iiivari«)iy cbrfdufts^Tf^ii fo|^JR?^ 
iis the Center oritsViewSjia^idOife'^^ 
of its XXemanda.^-^TheiStfrtf/ Law mma^ aii'dKooH 
Vcrihgt5tiT Guilt, aild'demtbnftrtltilig'^uir iWsi^fef* 
fiWfe N^etf of i SfAVIG^triL; 'Thg>?r/;»c>/^^ 
points Him out, as fuffering incur 6tead ; maKwg 
RrconciH^tioo for InHjuity; and-pitfgingBW»^every 
Defileiftefntvri* hii Blood .-^Tlsey^*«d>^a{¥ea the 
wretfchea Tranrgreffor; t<i* re^Suhc^ MfftiftlC'ltlii 
^y to the R Ep E E M ^ R. \5^hp [i^on^ ^a^^paij 
^at'perteS): Obedience, nand - btougbt i|{,i^flit««#^ 
Ihftihg RJ^tejoiiftTitfft,- %McW^^ Slftn^'VrhttV 
and the LaW exafls. Who)'^; 'thertfd^4% 
f)rop^r jf^comflijhment of^the/qafb ^^ihJeiWJ^yiivi*^ 
aWe'Sa/>/bfjr«foirtheJathprj y.' /urn nvnv' nj.iv I'jt 

What i*'fh6^ grand' bcfigti 6f thVS^h6!c ^#*. 
tures ? St. /^a/, affqrti{^,^heir.diyii]f P^r^^ 

4lCpl^yi% ih^ jgi^Qiojii?. Pm:pofcs,. >wiiGh.\thf?(r, v« 
-J u4K. -c:* t** ■*■>;■., - ..jv'ii: .•v'!fiDlfende«l 
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ihteiidedt to fcrve, writes thus: JU Scripture is given 
iy Infpiration of GOD 'y and is profitable— for Doc-- 
trine J to declare and eftabliih religious Truth— ^r 
Reproof to convince bf Sin, and to refute Error 
•^for Corre^ion *, or Renovation of the Heart, and 
Refbrmation of the Life— ^^r InJiruStion in Righe- 
tu/nefsj iri that Rfghtedufneisj which could never 
have been learned from ahy other Book, and in 
i)vhich alone fihful Men may appear with Comfort 

before their G O D t- 

' Wc 

.'♦ 2. Tim. iiit 16. 0^^ wr*wplB^a»»* > . 

f ** Was there ever fach a Comijaent before ?" iayi 
Vadius. " The plain Meaning is. For training up ia 
•* Hdlinefir ojf Heart land Life/* radi)ii forgets, that 
thM Me^mng-i wa» included in the Vl^rd %Tfiunfht^. 
\nk^:&p«^e^ iiffifttaio in ifitegrum^ uLKefigramfi ^ 
Integrity of Heart, of Life, of Charaftcr.— Befides ; if 
this WM the Meaning, I a& ; Where is the diftingmlh^ 
vug Ch^afterfftic of tile Gofpcl ? Wc hafe 'hot fo^a^ 
ai^^a Jlint at its ^;mfid Peculiarity^ fhe 'Eightei^nefs ^ 
H<?p22i.Roi»> L 17. J WQuJd t^e 4[poAle„ ia de^ril:»i;p|f 
yery eacplicitly the Purport and Deiign of the Scripture, 
Iftttiit that which is the very Life and Soul of the Whole? 

.^ Was there ever fuch a Gomriienf bef<^?"-^Ycir; 
^f P&linillr^JvloaK '4%fii ^ave U» At^h- a: Co^^meat. 
^Speaking o» the; j^nie Subjed, an4 addrcjfing JHiiafelf 

to the viaorious R R E D & E ME R. ^e fgy s ; Bide «r» 
iieeaujeef iht tTord (li'2^ by) of tnithi ofldeeinefs^ M 
4tigbteemfaeftv <Mere>Hebpens aad pkrticd^ftsthe Na- 
^^fcW,En4,,afld Efeai,<rf?the div«ic Wqrd-. . It i$>the 
,^^our<^c of rilj;^^t?)-»/^, ,^^ com^^frc^ 4bpye,. and 

maKeth wile. unto Sal Vatioq. It is the Seed of all that 
iteverenftal RigiSifd t<y GOD, aAdbehevbleiit Coaccm 

for Man, which may be expt«aed<*by>^oiie piincipai 
J|f3aoh,(Q(Cfe;iGhi I4eeb9^$^,(lt i^ a^Diftowiery oj^ that 

Itifbteoufnejsy^ by wl^ich alone the Ungodly ate j unified ; 

OB which alone Men may depend £r Salvation; and 

which could never have been the Obje^ of their Faidi, or 

^c««tf^ their Knowledgei if it had not baeo revealed^^ 

St. 
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We h«vefeai the prmtiipA^e^tX the X^w, and 
dw leading \2)^|» of the actipiutei .'let Us add one 
Enqviiy mom What kthe cMrf 0^« of the SP I- 
RIT ?— IfiM thefecdincidft, ai^d Uhifof mly termU 
aaie'inthe imputed Righteoiifncfs of CHltl^T\ 
We have * Confirmation of lis" Reality and Excel-^ 
imee^ great as Man ckn defire ; t had almbft (kid, 
gnett as QOD can impart. — What fays our 
LORD upon this PbintP When He; the SPI- 
RIT 9f Truth is tcme. He Jhdll cowotnte^ the ff^arti 

St. Paul himfelf, either gfres Us the fame Comment, 
«r elfe direds Us to make it, when He Kyles the ChtiC" 
tiitt Dofkriue, Aoftc httmofft/nny He1>; r; ) 3. ' Whith li ft 
Cilled, jbys a mailerly Crilic^ i^» 4Mr M/pyit^drn/er^ 
Ju/itia^ qua coram DEO vdHf & ^w^ eoram D£0 tm^ 
Jtftimtu. Becaufe it inftrufb Us in tliat Riehteoultiefs, 
which avails for our Juflification beforie G O D ; and by 
Virtneof which. We Ihmd limblameahle in his ^^t.-«* 
According. to this Interpretation, the ApoAfe «on6det« 
the Revelation, the Diiph^r, the Gtmoiof the ytlUfjfin^ 
Righteoufnefs, as the very Qiiinte^ence of Scripture ; 
that which creatts its chief Diftin^on $ and even con* 
ftitetes \t» Denomination. Who then <an afi^f to^iP9- 
4//«/, when He would have ^e very i^rVi/«[^fi«»'Of S^p» 
ture, excluded from the Antdyfis of its Gontents^^ 

For my Part, I (hould fee l>at little Excellency in thofe 
lacred Volumes, if the Blood and Righteoufnefs dt 
CHRIST, did not makse themcfft confpicilotfi tigkn 
in their feveral Pages. I ihould .&teh a Sigh^ 9ndn£if ^ 
^' Alas ! here is nothing, chat may recommend me ?I0 
<< GOD. Nothing that can give me Acceptance iiv his 
** Sight. Here is the Ptole indeed, bw the brai^ft^- 
** pent is gone." For which Reafon, I cannot perfuade, 
myfelf, to part with or re/ign in my Comment, w^i^t 
would be an ttnfpeakable Lofi to me, V e^tex^i&ated ik 
Faft.' . ^ ' , .. .u / .. . ^ 

♦ H^Mlethtvinci, fecnts to be the mofNIlgiM^Yralif- 

latioft otOvi^tt.'Torepronfetf'Ri^htdufkefi, iSrticfe harlh. 

To ccwuintr of Ri^bteoufiiefil vs froptt!. ftefides ;« this 

6 Word 
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igotomy FATHBR^.^md. ytpe mi^mmor*: rf 
Ji^menij heuntp tkf Prince itf ibis Jfarld if judged *. 
•^Is it poffiUe foi: Wor48. to be JMne wtigbiy and 
m/ipr^kmfiv9 f H^re it a Sutam^ of Cbriftian Fstth, 
ai>d of Chrifton HoIi»is. Not t\^t.fuperfieiaL Ho- 
lineTs, which^iis patched up of devotional Fonn$» 
attd goes no faitber thaa cxtomal. ^tKbuMMuxai 
but that which is vkdy and fjprings froai dm Heart ; 
confift^ in Power, not in mere Profeffion ; wbofe 
Praife, if not of Men, who are fmitten with pom- 
pous Outlides^ is fure to be df GOD, who dif- 
tmgMi^es the Things^ which .ax« e«ceUeiiHt. 

HefimU mmn€9 ih WwUrf Sim ; of of igkud and 
afiftual Sm. The Sin of tlieir Nature, as well as the 
Sin of their Life ;. the Sin of their beft Deeda,. no 
ieft^ than of their crimixud CommiffiQA$»and biaaw* 
aUeOmifiens. Above all, of their finning agatttft 
Ae f6vereign, the only Remedy, by Uhbelief ; *r- 
caufi they Mrve not ptt m^.— He fbail convince ^ 
Righhoufiufii of tito exaked REDEEMER'S 
Righteoufnefs^ Whidi the foregoing' Conviffion 
muft rciider peculiarly welcomed Convince them, 
that it was wrought out in Behalf of difobedient and 
defti£iiv9 Mortals ; that it is abiblutely peifeS, and 
ftiflfcient tb juftify even Ae moft Ung0df\r. Of all 
wliith an inconteftable Proof xs giyerl, by his Re- 
furise^jfion/rom the Di^i.his.crl^jUnpha^t Afc^nfion 
. .-,. a -• . ■ 1 •..'.. .into 

Word implies tbe /mJS^c^ vjhi^h^aftfwds th^ QpcsM- 
tioa of the Divine S P I R I T.-*--Man may refrvvt^ and no 
€kDi»viai«B f^fiu^, .Whereas, .|]^ A%igjtuy A^^SNT 
not ottlji rcpnoycsi but^reprovpi viifk /*«*h«f; fo as t* 
4emm^e the Judom^nt^ and iway.tbo«Afie^(W. 
* John xvi. 8y 9» 10, 11. 



432 AsPAsiO t^ THEitoK. Letv5. 

into Heaven, and Seffion at the Right-hand of hit 
FATHER; becaufi I g9 U mf FAT HE Ry and 
je fu me no man ♦. — He ihall convince of Ju^- 
num. Thofe, who are humbled under a Sei^c of 
Guilt, and joftiiied dirough an imputed Righte- 
oufnefs, ikail be taught by happy Experience, that 
the Prince §f this. JVerld is eemdemned and dethroned 
in their Hearts : That their Souls, by Virtue of 
this vidoriotts Faith, are refcued from the Tyranny 
of Satan ; are delivered from the Bondage oif their 
Corruptions ; and reftored to the Liberty— ^^gb- 
rious Liberty of the Children of G O D. 

You wonder, perhaps, that I have not ftrengthened 
my Caufeiy by any Quoution from the Epiftle todit 
Galatians. What I defign^ my dear Tieronj is not 
to accumulate, but to feled Arguments. How- 
ever, that I may not difappoint an Expedation fo 
reaibnable, I proceed to lay before You a very nei- 
vous PafTage, from that mafterly Piece of facred 
Controverfy. — ^Only, let me juft obferve, that the 
Epiftle was written to Perfons, who had embraced 
Chriftianity, and profefled an Affiance in CHRIST. 
But would fjun hsLve joined Circumcifion, would fain 
have fuperadded their own religious Duties, to the 
Merits of their SAVIOUR.; in order to confti- 
tttte, at leaft, fame Part of their juftifying Righte- 
oufnefs. Againft which Error, the vigilant and 

indefatigable 

* If the Work had been imperfed in any Degree, 99x 
REDEEMER, inftead of taking up his flated and 
final Refidence in the Regions of Glory, inufl have de-' 
icended again into this iiJerior Worlds to complete what 
was deficient. Therefore, his Siuing mt the Right-band 
o/GODf is a moft comforuble Evidence^ chat He ha* 
tkoroQghly performed his Commifiion ; has fully fatis- 
fied for Sin ; and brought in the all-flieritor^ai R^* 
teoufneis. 
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indefatigable Affcrtor of //j>f Truth as it is in. JE* 
SUS\^ fiPOjc^jiatesr^^ fvhg are Jews by Nat urry 
and. pot Sinners af thf Gentiksy knowing that a Man 
is mi iuftificd by the PP^oris of the Law ^ hut ly the 
Faith J} jfM.su S CHRIST, even We have he^ 
Ifev/d inJ^SUS CffRlST-, that TFe' mtght' he 
jujijied by ihe Faith of CHRIST^ and not by the 
ff^orif oftl^ La»u y for, by ihe Work's of the Lawjhatt 
m Fle^bejujlijied*, 

|f^ who are Jws^ hy Nature ; ire the Delceri- 
d^at§ 9f Jbr^ham, and G O D's peculiar People ; 
have the TaVle$ of F\is Law, ?iad the Ordinances 
Osjf^hi* Worihip : We who, in Point of Privileges, 
4re greatly fupcrio;" to the Gentile Natiojis, and have 
all poffible Advantages for eftablilhing (if fuch a 
ThiBg were pra^ic^ble) a Righteoufnefs of oiir 
own ; Wb^t. have We done }-^We'have believed in 
JESUS CtiRIST: We have renounced OuJ- 
ij^yej ; difclaimed whatever is our own j ^d de- 
pended, wholly on the Blood and Obedience of the 
glorious 'H^MANUEL.— Fqr wb^t End ? That 
by this Faith in CHRIST, which receives his 
Righteoufnefs j pleads his Righteoufnefs ^ and pre- 
fcnts npthii^g b^t.bis infinitely noble Righteoufnefs 
l>efore tjie.Xhrone, We might be ju/life'd\—'Wlizt 
]VI©ti\{e has, induced. Us to this Prattice ? — A firm 

Vq,u it , E e ' Per- 

» f, Oml. ii. J5, 16. Obfcrvable, very obfcrvable is the 
Zf al of our Apo|l:l^, in this determined Stand, againfl 
the mop Jpedem, ahS therefore the mott d^ngeVdtis'^n- 
crqachments of Error. To exprefs his ardent Concern 
for, thj Truth a^d Purity of thcGofpcl— The ITorks of the 
LaiAj arc mcntioilec!; no lefs* than three' Tirti^, and its 
often excluded tttmiiiii hpi\r hfJUftificatiori-t-T*^ Fmitb 
of Cff^l^rlikewife is 'thrice inculcatdij and a4 often 
afleped to be i^% only Method of becoming j^ghteOQ) te« . 

fore (Sod:* •* " ' '•' '' - 



Parfuafipn, that by <i^ ^pr^^ rfth^ l^w^ ^y&occio 
Obedience, or perfofial Qoline&i xw A£7« HviMg 
has beei^y and no Man iiring a»r A^, j^ffiifiid itfm 
QOD. 

Are You tired, TUrw? Havel fatigued your 
Attention, inftead of convincing your Judgment?— 
I will not harbour fuch a Sufpicion. It is pleafmg 
to converfe with Thofc, who have traveled into/i- 
reign Coontries, and fcen the fToneUrs of Creation. 
We hearken to their Narratives with Delight, Every 
|iew Adventure whets our Curiofity, rather than palls 
OMT Appetite. Muft it not then afford a more fub« 
lime Satisfaclion, to be entertained with the Dif- 
courfes of a perfon, who had, not indeed failed roiiad 
the. World, but made a Journey, to the third H^ 
vens? Who had been admitted into the Paradife of 
GOD, and heard Things of infinite Importance^ 
and unutterable Dignity ? — ^This was the Privilege 
^f that incomparable Man, whofe Obfervatioas and 
pifcoveries, I have been prcfenting to my Frieni 
And I promife n?iyfelf. He will not complain pf 
Wcarinefs, if I enrich my Epiftle with one or twp 
more of thofe gloripus Truths, 

GOD hath made HIM to be Sin for Us who infiti 
np. Sin; that We mighty not be put into a Capacity 
of acquiring a Righteoufnefs of our own, but he ni$de 
the Righteoufnefs of G OD ip^ Him *. In this Te%U 
the double Imputation of our Sin to CHR IS ST, and 
of CHRIST'S Righteoufnefe t» Us, k moft cm-- 
phatically taught, and moft charmingly contraftcd. 
-w-Moft emphatically taught. For, We'are faid, not 
iarcly tabe made righteous, but to b^ ma^Xigl*- 

ieottfiff& 

• a Cor, V. a?» 
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teotifn^s itfelf ; and not Righteoufnefs only, but 
(which is the utmoft that Language can reach) the 
Righteoufirefs of GOD.—- Moft charmingly con^ 
ir^id. For, One cannot but afk, In what Man- 
lier, CHR 1ST was naade Sin ? In the very fame 
'Manner, We are made Righteoufnefs. CHRIST^ 
knew no a^ual Sin. Yet, upon hb mediatorial 
Interpofition on our Behalf, He was treated by Di- 
vine Juftice, as a finful Perfon. We likewife are 
4eftitute of all legal Righteoufnefs. Yet, upon our 
receiving CHRIST, and believing in his Name, 
We are regarded by the Divine MAJESTY, ai 
righteous Creatures. This therefore cannot, in ei- 
ther Cafe, be intrinfadly ; but muft be, in both In- 
^ances, imputatively. — Gracious, divinely gracious 
JExchamge * ! pregnant with ineftimable Benefits* 
The incelTant Triumph of ^iatfirong, the fovereign 
Confolation of the iMak Believer ! 

Ceafe your Exulation, cries One, and come down 
from your Altitudes. The Term ufed in this Verfe 
denotes, not fo properly S/«, as an Offering for Sin. 
—This is a mere Suppofal, which I may as reafon- 
ably deny, as Another affirm. Since the Word oc- 
curs, much more frequently in the former Significa* 
tion, than in the latter ; and fince, by giving it the 
latter Signification in the Paflage before Us, We 
very much impair, if not totally deftroy, the Apof- 
tle's beautiful Antithejis. 

E e 2 How- 

• Jtafcilicet mirabili Permutatione Mala ntflra infe nr* 
lefiU ^t Bonajua nohh largiretmr ; recepit Miferiamj ut IoT" 
giretiur Mifericwdiam ; rectpit Maledi£Honemy ut Benediitioms 
fua compotes ms faceret ; recepit Mortem\ ut Vitam confer^ 
ret I recepit Feccatumy ut Jujiitiam impertiretur. Thus 
.wrkee the judicious Turretin. To which, in Concur- 
rence with the accurate Witfius^ I fubfcribe both with 
Hand and Heart. 
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However ; not to contend, but to allow the Re- 
mark. I borrow my Reply from a brave old Cham- 
pion * for the Truths of the Gofpel : " This Text, 
«* fays He, invincibly proveth. That We are not 
« juftified in GOD's Sight by Righteoufnefs in- 
** hcrent in Us, but by the Righteoufnefs of 
" CHRIST imputed to Us through Faith." 
After which He adds, what I make my Anfwcr to 
the Objeaion ; « That CHRIST vr2Ln made Sin 
«* for Us, bccaufe He was a Sacrifice for Sin, Wc 
** confefs : but thtefore was He a Sacrifice for Sin, 
** becaufe our Sin was imputed to Him, and pu- 
** nifhed in Him/* — The poor Delinquents under 
the Mofaic Difpenfation, who brought their Sin* 
offering to the Altar of the LORD, were diredcd 
to lay their Hand on the Head of the devoted Beaft. 
Signifying, by this Ufage, a Transferring of Sin 
from the Offerer to the Sacrifice, Conformably to 
the Import of this Ceremony, C//ii 75 T affumed 
our Demerit. Like a true piacular Viftimj He 
fuffercd the Puni(hment, which We had deferved ; 
and which, without fuch a Commutation, We 
muft have undergone. So that our LOR D's be- 
ing made a Sin-offering for Us, does by ho meaps 
invalidate, but very much confirm our Doftrine. 

It 

• See Dr. Fulkh Annotation on the Place, in that va- 
luable Piece of antient Controverfy and Cxiticifm, Tht 
Ei<aviination of the Rhemijb Teflament, Which, though not 
tiltogeiherfo elegant and refined in the Language, nor 
fo delicate and genteel in the Manner, as might be wifh«- 
cd ; is nevcrthelefs full of ^«;r</ Divinity, weighty Argu- 
ments, and important Ohfervations.^* Would the young 
Student be taught to difcover the 'very Siftews of Popcryi 
and be enabled to give an effectual Blow to that Com- 
} lication of Errors,' I fcarce know a Trcatife better cal- 
culated for the Purpofe. 
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It neceflarily implies the Tranllation of our Ini- 
quity to his Perfon ; and on the Principles of Ana- 
logy, muft infer the Imputation of hU Righteoufnefs 
to our Souls. 

One Paflage more permit me to tranfcribe into my 
Paper; and, at the fame Time, to wilh, that it rnay 
be written on both our Hearts. Written, not with 
Ink and Pen ; no, nor with the Point of a Diamond ; 
but with the Finger of the living GOD. Tea^ 
douhtlefsy and I count all Things but Lofs^ for the Ex- 
cellency of the Knowledge of CHR 1ST JESUS n^y 
LORD\ for whom I have fuffered the Lofs of all 
Things^ and do count them but Dung^ thai- 1 may wtn 
CHR ISTj and be found in Wm ; not having mine 
own Righteoufnefs which is of the Law^ but that which 
is through the Faith of CHR IST^ the Righteoufnefs 
which is of GOD through Faith *. 

This is a Paffage of fpecial Eminence, as well 
as of Angular Importance. For which Rea- 
fon, You will allow me to be fomewhat circum- 
ftantial, in examining its Meaning, Force, and 
Evidence. — The Apoftle is Here relating his own 
Experience, and exhibiting Himfelf as a Pattern for 
Chriftians. He fliews, what was the prefent Fram^, 
and what the prevailing Exercife of his Spirit, with 
regard to the momentous Affair of Juftlfication be- 
fore GOD. 

Ju/iijication ! Says a certain Author ; no, " by 
•^ referring the Text to Juftification only. You 
V. miferably pervert the whole Scope of the Words. 
" It manifeftly relates to San^if cation f chiefly, if 
" not to that only." 

Then 
• Phil. in. 8, 9. 

t As to the Dodlrine of San^ijication^ the Apoftle, 
E c 3 . like 
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Thtn Wc arc dire^cd to find our Rejoicing ; and 
tpfcc our Qmfidgnci for eternal Life (pf thcfe Things^ 
ijie Apoftle is manifeftiy fpeaking) in Sandification 
chiefly, if not in that only ; not in what CHRIST 
1^19 done and fufFcrcd, but in that which We Our- 
felvcs do and poffeft. The Papifts will thank Us 
for fuch a Conccflion. It makes JR.oom for their 
Notion of Merit. But can never exalt Grace, or 
delude Boafting. ^ 

According to his Interpretation, We fliould all 
be defirous to appear, at the great and terrible Day, 
in the Garments of Sanftification chiefly, if not ia 
thofe only. But are thefe without Spot and BJe- 
mifli ? Will thefe prcfept Us fmUhfs before thct 
. Throne of G O D's Gloiy ? Hide me, yje Rdcks ! 
Cover me, ye Mountains ! Much rather than ex- 
pofe me, in fuch an Array, before the Eye of in- 
finite Purity. 

Nay ; if this be the Mind of the Apoftfc, then 
We muft count all other Things, even the Bloo<} 
and Righteoufnefs of our incarnate GOD, to b« 
undefirable as Lofs, and defpicable -as Dung* 
Preadful Confequence ! Not to be mentioned with- 
out fliuddering ! Yet into fuch Confequcnces Wo 
are inevitably led, by this too peremptory and un- 
advifed Expolition of the Text, 

But We have not fo learned CHRIST. Wc 
think, the Apoftle expreffcs a vehement Dcfirc, and 

manifefts 



like a judicious and faithful Difpenfer of the Myfteriei ^ 

of CHR IS T, neither negledls it, nor confounds it with J! 

the other grand Subjeft ofReligion. He treats of it in 
the next Verfes, (lo, 1 1, 12, ^r.) and confiders it as a 
Bleffing, following after and flowing from, this capital, 
loading, all-enlivening trbfjlegC'--^yyfii£catm t&rOAgh 
the I^ighteoufoeft of' J E JftO VA H. 
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mMx^fo&i a mofl attentive Carey that He ^iMf m-^ ' 
maia eftablt£bed on the true juftifying Righteoaf« 
nefs. A Point, He well knew, of incxpreffible - 
Mom^nc. In wUich Mankind are imzcc(ymt^\Ay 
pcoae'to miftake. Na]^, Faul himfelf had ftumbled 
at this Stumbling- ftone ; imagining that Rig&te-^ 
onfrtefs to be unto Life, which was producivc oi 
nothing but Condemnation and Death. He there* 
fore {peaks with Earneftnefs ; He ads with Circum- 
fpeSiton ; as a Perfon who had been once cau^t 
in the Snare, but is refolved not to be entanglei^ 
again. 

Perhaps, You will fay ; I do not wonder to hear 
Him repudiate his old, pbarifoUal^ fpurious Righ* 
teoufneis* But does He give the Bill of Divorce 
to his new, his Chrijiianj his real Righteoufnefs ^ 
That which proceeded from Grace fhed*^ abroad ih 
hi5( Hearty and produced thofe heavenly Temperif 
and holy Works, which were both pieafing to 
GOD, and honourable to Religion ? 

I anfwer'; He had n^ other Righteou&efs to re- 
nounce for the Sake of CHR /ST5 fmce, as You 
juftly obferve, his former Pharifaical Striflnefs was 
fpujriotts, not real Godlinefs. This He had long 
ago learned to call by another Name ; looking upon 
it, as fo much fpecious Sinfulnefs, or as a fplendid 
. Abomination. By his own Righuotifnefsj therefore. 
He muft niean, whatever He pofTeiTdl or performed^ 
in Conformity to the Law as a Rule of Life, and 
through the Influence of Grace as a Principle of 
. Life. Againft all this, whether it conftftpd of 
good Deeds or devout Qualities, He enters his Pro- 
teftaticMi. Enters it, in thofe ftrong Words, not 
Iwoing mine own Righteoufnefs, Not having it 
Ee4 even 
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evco once in nay Thoughts ; not cafting (b much 
as a fingle Glance towards it ; but being juft as if 
1 ha4 never yielded any Obedience at all. . 

And great Reafon there was, for ufing all this 
Jcalpufy. Since nothing is more natural to Us, in 
all Eftates, than Self-confidence. While We arc 
df ftitute of Grace, We are almoft fure to truft in 
outward Duties., aod wjiat is called a. moral Righ- 
teoufnefs. When We are renewed by Grace, alas ! 
how prone arc We to doat upon the Beauties of our 
^anclification ; and not look with th^ Ocuh irre^ 
torto^ fingly and folely to CHRIST^ as our juf- 
tifying Righteoufnefs ! 

. In determined Oppofition to fuch very pernicious 

Errors, the Apoftle fpea^s to this EflfeS— '^ The 

*^ Privilege of being a Hebrew by Birth j the Pre- 

<f rogativ« of being a Pharlfee by Profeffion ; to- 

*' gether with a Behaviour exemplary, and a Re- 

\^ putatioh unblameable in the Sight of Men j all 

^* thefe, which were once my Plea for Heaven, and 

*-^ therefore reckoned my higheft Gain ; as foon as 

* ' I became acquainted with the glorious Perfedions 

f« of CHRISTy I counted "^ Lofs for kirn.— And, 

** now, though I have been a Difciple many Years ; 

*^ have walked in all holy Converfation and God- 

♦' linefs; have end-ured,- for my Divine MAS- 

*• TER's Name, 'Tribulations above meafure; 

f' have laboured more^bundantly and more fuc- 

*' cefsfully than all the Apoftles ; yet, even ihefe 

^f and all other Attainments, of what Kind or of 

** what Date foever, I count f but Lofs, for the 

' ' - ' "tranfcen- 

• Hjn/!/.a», / cnuntedi this is fpok«;n of the Time paft. 

-f Hfe/zffu relAtes to the prefent Time, ^nd comprehends 

ps efent Attainments, I do count, — Not fome, or the greateft 

^ ' 6 • ' - Part, 
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« tranfcendcnt Excellency of CHRIST JESUS 
*< my LOR D. — Yea douhtlefs * ; it is my dclibe- 
«• rate and ftcdfaft Refolution ; what I have moft 
*^ fcrioufly adopted, and do publicly avow; that, 
<^ fpecious as all human Righteoufnefs may feem, 
" and valuable as it may be in other Rcfpefts ; I 
<< both do, and ever (hall, treat it with Difdain ; 
<' yea, trample it under my Feet, that I may win 
« CHRIST \y and triumph in the exalted JE- 
« SVS. Human Righteoufnefs fades into No- 
« thing; it dwindles into lefs than nothings if fct 

* in 

Fart, but all Things, — What ? I« a CooHe of Sobriety, 
and the Exerciie of Morality, to be reckoned as Dang? 
Jll Things, fays the Apoftle — What ? Is our mofl ele- 
vated Devotion, and enlarged Obedience, to be degraded 
at this monftrous Rate ? Jii Things, fays the Apoftle.— 
This is his. invariable Reply. Upon all Things wkat« 
ever, befidcs C-fiT-^ 75 T and his ineffable Righteoufnefs* 
He holds the Door, when the great Caufe of Juflificatioa 
is under Debate. And We may venture to affirm. That 
He had the Mind of CHR 1ST. 

' * Perhaps ciXket (Aifwtf* may be tranilated, Inf tmly. 
As if He had faid, '* But why ihould I mention any mora 
*' Particulars ? In Truth, I count all Things, ^r." 

f Aia Xproi' — ^ TO virt^ixov — w» X^ifor Ke^dijtf'*^— plainly 
imply this comparati*ve or relative Senfe. Virtues, which 
are the Fruits of the SPIRIT, and Labours, which are 
a Bleffing to Mankind, no fober Perfon will reckon ah^ 
fohtfely or in all Refpefls defpicable ; but only in a limit* 
ed and qualified Acceptation*. Defpicable, not in them- 
felves, but as compared with the divinely perfeft Righ- 
teoufnefs of CHRIST, or as referred to the infinitely 
important Article of Juftification. 

That Jfpajjo fpeaks the Senfe of our Church, will ap- 
pear from this fliort but very pertinent Extract : — «* The 
** Apoftle St. P^/ faith. He doth glory, in what? In 
"the Contempt of his own Righteoufnefs ; and that He 
*' loofacth for the Righteoufnefs of GOD by Faith." 
X Homily of Salvation, Part 11, 



<« in Competidon with bi# matchlefip ObedicsM^. 
«« And (tkoiM it faperfedc my Appiicttion to bis 
^ Meritfy or we^k^ii my Reliance on his Mediae 
«^ tJOJi» k woutd thin be, not contemptible mdy^ 
«' )mt injuriousr-x^to be avoided* with SolUcitude, 
<« as the greateft Lofii to be rejiededs with Ab^ 
•* borrence, ae the vilcft Dung *•" 

You will aflc, If He rejeds all his awn Righte-r. 
Qofnefsy on what are his Hopes fixed ?'-*Oil i^Fouar 
dati^n, ixtinfvut as the Obedience of the R£-. 
D££M£R*s Life and Death, un/haken as the 
Dignity of his eternal Power and GObH£AD. 
They are fixed on the Right eoufnefs which is of GOD ; 
the RighteoHfnefs: which GOD the FATB£R,« 
in unfesH-ehable Wifdoor^ provided s aitd^ tv^hich 
GOD the SON, in unutterable GiKxliiefs, 
wrought. — Do You enquire, Haw He came to be. 
jovefled with this Righteoufnefs ? The Anfwer iiT 
veady and fatisfacftory. It was by the Applicatidxf 
of the Divine SPIRIT, and the Inftrumcjrttality 
of FaitL — Left Any ihould imagine,. That this 
Faith migbt.be fubftituted, inflead ef his>own Ohe- 
dienee to the Law i He puts an apparent Diftrence 

between 

* Zn^aet, QajHotSt^ How emphatical are the Words { 
How bald are the Images ! And may We not obferve a 
£ne Advance in the Senfe? Lo/s^ which is detrimental to 
our Intereilsy and not fuflained without Regret. Dung^ 
which is loathfoone to our.Senies, and cail away with 
Abhorrence. 

Has the JpoftJe pronounced all this concerning human 
J^ighteoufnefsy when it would prefome to be a Rival or 
a Partner with CHRISl^P^ Then None can jufUy cen- 
iiirf what A/pafiA has faid upon the fame Subjed. Siace 
his Sentiments, compared with the infpired Writer's, 
are but as the faint Breath of an J^nglUk Oi-chaid, com- 
pared with tbe^s^tei^ EragfaRce of ai) Orangery i^ 
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between the Righteoufnefs which juftifies, and the 
Fairii by which it is received : not the Righteouf- 
nefs which con^s in^ but is tkhough the Faith 9f 
CHRIST.— To (hew the great Importance oi 
this Diftindion ; how carncftly He infilled upon 
ft, as a Preacher 5 how much it tended to his Con^^ 
iblation, as a Chrtfiian ; He repeats the Sentiment,. 
He roinculcates the Dodrine, The Rigbteoufnefi. 
which is ef G OD by Faith. 

Will Tou now, Thtron^ or fhall /, poor unprofit-. 
llblc Creatures, prefume to rely on any Performances 
or any Accompliflimcnts of our own ? When that 
4iftinguiflied Saint — 2l perfeft Prodigy of Gifts^ of 
Graces, and of Zeal — indefatigable in Labours, un- 
conquerable by Aflliftions, and of whofe Ufefulnefs 
there is neither Meafure nor End— »-When /Jr denies 
Himfelf in every View ; depreciates all ; difavows 
all ♦; and makes mentibn of hothing,. but the in- 
comparable Righteoufnefs of his obedient^ dyings in» 
terceding S AV I O U R. 

What fliall I fay mtm ? SbaU I attempt to phy 
die Rhetorician, and borirow die in&nuatii^ Arts 
of Perfuafion ? This, aftei all the cogetit Tefiimemin 
produced, and HXtht great Juthmties ujgcd, W9m]4 
be a n^edlefs Parade. WbeA our Poi is a Suifr* 
beam, there is but little Oceafion to dip it in Otf* 

Inftead of fuch an Atfiempt^ give me ksu^to noake 
a frank and honeft Confeffioa. I would conceal no«^ 
^ing from my Friends He fhould^ have a Safli te 
my Breaft ; throw it up at his Pleafuue; and fisa aH 

that 

* Thus argaes St. Chryfifiwni comneBthg oa the Pa& 
.fii^e ; S» e liamviovm'9 *X^9y m to ^1*$ t»eu, «vpo( ravkt tipf 



444 AsPASio to TnzRon. Let. 5* 

that pafles within. — Though I never had any Temp- 
tation to that pernicious Set of Errors, which paffey 
under the Character of Socinianifm ; yet I had many 
Searchings of Heart, and much folicitous Enquiry, 
How far We are indebted to CHRISTs aalve 
Righteoufnefs. Thoroughly perfuaded, that Other 
foundation can no Man lay^ fave that which is laidy 
gven JESUS CHRIST*-, and ^zt there ism 
Btber Name given under Ifeaven^ whereby Men can be 
hved t ; yet, whether We were not to confine our 
believing Regards to a dying S A V I O U R, was 
Matter of conlidcrable Doubt. — At lirft, I was 
inclined to acquiefce in the Affirmative. After long 
Confideration and many Prayers, my Faith fixed 
upon the Whole of CHR IS Ts mediatorial Under- 
taking. Which began in his fpontaneous Submiffion 
to the Law ; was carried on through all bis merito- 
rious Life ; and iiTued in his atoning Death.— This 
Is now the Bafis of my Confidence, and the Bul- 
wark of my Happinefs. Hither I fly ; here I reft i 
I as the Dov^, after her wearifome and fruitlefs Rov- 
ings, returned to Noah, and refted in the Ark. 

This Scheme firft recommended itfelf to my Af- 
fe^ians ; as making the moft ample Provifion, for the 
Security and Repofe of a guilty Confcience. Which, 
when alarmed by the Accufations of Sin, is very ap- 
prchcnfive of its Condition ; and will not be com- 
forted, till every Scruple is fatisfied, and all theOb- 
firu&ions to its Peace are removed. Thus I reafoned 
with myfelf — *' Though there is, undoubtedly, 
** fomcthing to be faid for the other Side of thcQucf- 
*« tion ; yet, this is evidently the fafeft Method. 
** And, in an Affair of infinite Confequence, who 

" would 

• I Cor. ill. II. ■ f Afls iv. 12. 
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^« would not prefer the fafeft and fureft Expedient ? 
« —Should theRighteoufnefs qf JESUS CHRIST 
** htindtjfenfablytzi{\x\^lt^ as a Wedding-garment; 
^^ what will they do, when the great immortal 
*« KING appears, who have refufed to acoept it? 
** Whereas, fliould it not prove fo 4ibfolutely neceC- 
•* fary, yet fuch a Dependence can never obftrud 
*' our Salvation. It can never be charged upon U% 
*' as an Article of Contumacy or Peryerfcnefs, that 
** We thought too meanly of our own, too nutgnifi- 
« cently of our LORD's Obedience, So that let 
** the Die turn cither Way, We are expofed to no 
" Hazard. —This Scheme takes in all, that the 
«< other Syftems comprehend, and abundantly more. 
«< In this I find no Defed, no Flaw, no Shadow of 
** Infufficiency. It is fomewhat like the ^r/iNffCWir; 
*' which, where-ever it may be thrown, or however 
^^ it may fall, is fure to fettle upon its Bafe.— Sup- 
^< pofmg, therefore, the important Beam fliould 
«* hang in Equilibrio, with refpe£t to Argument; 
*^ thefe Circumilances, caft into the' Scale, may 
" very juftly be allowed to turn the Balance." 

Upon a inore attentive Examination of the Sub- 
jeft, I perceived — That this is the Dodtrine of our 
national Church ; has received the Atteftation of our 
ablefl: Divines ; and has been, in all Ages, the Con- 
relation of the mod eminent Saints : — That it is the 
genuine Senfe of Scripturt ; and Hot feme inferior 
or fubordinate Point, incidentally touched upon by 
the infpired Writers, but the Sum and Subjlanct * 

of 

• This Do6lrine runs through St. PauPt Writings, lik« 
a golden Warp, While Privileges, Bledings, and evan- 
gelical Duties, are like a Woof\ a Woof (if t may allude 
to the Ornaments of. the SanAuary) of Blue, of Purple, 

of 
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bf thetr heavenlf Meflkge 1 dial: whtdi coai^tutcs 
'Die Vitals of their Syftem, and is the very Soul of 
their Religion. On which Account the whole 
Gofpel is denominated from it^ and ftyied The Mam" 
Jttrathn of Rightamfnefs : — I was farther convinced^ 
That this Way of Salvation magnifies, beyond 
Compare^ the divine Law ; is no lefs honourable 
IK> all the divine Attributes ^ and exhibits the ever 
Bhcfled MEDIATOR in the moft illuftrious 
mad the moft delightful View. 

All theie Confiderations, under the Influence of 
the eternal SPIRIT, have determined my ^^i^ 
atentj and eftabliihed my Fartb. So that I truft, 
seitfaer the Subtiities of Wit, nor the Sneers of 
Ridicule, nor any other Artrfice, ihall ever be able 
to ftparate me from the Grace and Righteoufnefs 
which are in JESUS CHRIST.— By his Deaths 
I am diicharged from Guilt«^by. his Obedience, I 
am conflituted righteous^— by his complete Satis** 
fadion, I am completely juftified, and fliall be 
et^rj..';}!;/ fared. — In each of thefe Refpeds, HE 
is my ALL. 

Let me, by Way of Conclufion, review that 
SKwful Subject:, which introduced the Letter. Let 
»e fuppofe the JUDGE, who is at the Domr^ 
aAually come : the great and terrible Day, which 

is 

•f Scarlet, a&d indeed of «rery pkafant Colour. The 
tUghemfn^ e/GODf Rom. i. 17. 2 Cor. v. 21. — Tht 
^JUightewfnefs from GOD» Phil. iii. 10. — Rhhttnufiafs hy 
Jfaithy Rom. ill. zt.-^RighttouJnefs ofFaithy Rom. iv. n. 
dt« S.'-^Rigbteouffiefs tvitbout the Laijo* Rom. iii. 21.-^ 
iU^t99tiMfivuithMi JVfh^ Rom. iv. ^^^Rightitm/Hejs in 
the ihodpf GHRISTy Rom. v. q.^RigbteoMfni/s fy tht 
Qhedienu cf CHRIST, Rom. v. ip — Righieou/ke/s mot 
§ar wfH Phil, iii, ^.-^Rigbttot^neji in^td by GOD^ 
Jfcom. iv. 6, 1O9 22. 
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is halHltg forward *» really. cainsnefic<d.-4Iark f 
The Trompet founds the univerfal Summone. The 
laving are ftruck with a death- like Aftcmiftmefrt ; 
die Dead ftart from their fiienc Abodes. — ^See ! Th# 
whole Eairth tarkcs Fire^ the Sun is tamed ima 
Darknefs ; and the Stars fall from the Firmament. 
*— Behold ! The Ancient ojr Days is revealed 
bm\ Heaven. His Garment is white as Sn$iVy and 
the Hair of his Head lih the pure WooL His Thrctu 
if like the fiery Flame^ and his JVhiels are as burmng 
Fire, Thoufand tboufands minijler unto Him^ and ten 
tbot^and Times ten thoufand finnd before Him. Tbt 
Judgment is fety and the Books are oftned f. 

Obferve thofe exemplary Chrijiiansy whofe Senti* 
ioeots I have been colIed:ing«. They renounce cbem- 
felves, and rely on their Glorious SURETY* 
Methinks, I hear them iay, Each as they quit their 
Beds of Duft ; / will go firth from the Grave in thy 
Sirengthj OBkfled JESUS-, and^ at the deciftw 

Tribu^aaly 

• The facred Writers, I oMerve, often rcminc' their 
Readers of this grand Eveot ; often difpl^y this ddighifd^. 
dreadful Scene. — Their Manner of Speaking ihews, that 
they themielves lived under the habuuai and joyful Ex- 
peOation of it: as Perfons, who were lookhir for^ and 
hafting tOf the Coming of the Da^ of G OD* — Tiiv y reprc* 
fentity not only as y»rf , butji^^r; ych, very near, and 
upon the Point to take place. Th& LORD is c.t Hand. 
The JUDGE is at the Door. Tet a little --while, and. 
HE that jhall come y ^will come and nvill not tany, — Ti ^ laft: 
Pafiage is the moil (pirited and emphacica) / them all ; 
bnt has loft mnch of its Emphaiis, by the Enjip V crfion. 
It is in the Original liM^Qp oo-o* ocn^v A itautiiul f-ko^ 
nafm ; by which the Septuagint^ the u^h tt>o often inaccu- 
rate in tranflating the prophetic Text, have very happily 
cxpreffcd Ifaiay% y:in DI^DD Which may, J think, be 
rendered in oar Language, yet a 'uery^ ntery little n*!bsk». 
Hcbr x» 37. Ifai, xxvi, 20, .^■ 

t Dan. vii. 9; lOr 
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Tribunal, will make mention of thy Rigbteoufnefs only. 
—At the iame Time,, will You, Therorty or Ihall I 
— before the innumerable Multitude of anxious 
Sinners, and adoring Seraphs-nftand forth and de- 
clare ? — " Let thofe puiiUaninJous Creatures fly for 
« Refuge to their SAVIOUR's Rigbteoufnefs. J 

** We will confide in Works; in Accompliihments 
** of our own. We arc the Men, who have per- f 

•' finally kept the divine Law, and want no y«p- 
^' pofititioks Obedience from Another. Let the f 

*• Eye that glances through Immenfity, and pene- ^ 

*' trates the Recefles of the Heart ; let that holy * 

*' and omnifcient Eye, exaniiine our Temper, and 
** fift our Conduct. We are bold to rifle our Souls, 
^< and all their immortal Interefts, on the Iflue of 
" fuch a Scrutiny." * 

Perhaps, Your Mind is imprefTed-with ^isfilemn 
Sceney and your Thoughts recoil at fuch daring Pre- 
fumption. If fo, it will be proper for me to with- 
draw, and leave You to your own Meditations. At 
fuch Moments, to obtrude on Your Company, would 
tender mc the troublefome and officious, rather than 

I 

Your refpeSiful and affe£fioHaUy 

A SPAS 10* 



The END of the Seconp Volume. 



